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Our Vestry had a retreat day last week, and I want to share with you a little bit about
what we experienced. First of all, it was held at the home of our Senior Warden
waaaaaay out in the wilds of Pascoag! Why is this significant? Well, first of all – I feel it
is really important to get out of the church buildings and go to another location for such
a day. It helps to clear our minds to be in a completely different place, sitting in different
seats with fresh stimulation for our senses. We arrived on a crisp, rather chilly morning.
A cheery fire was burning, and Henry had put on coffee. Due to the – ahem – unmarked
roads in Burrillville, people arrived in dribs and drabs! As each person arrived, many
bearing goodies to share, we enjoyed some breakfast and started to check in with each
other.
When everyone had arrived, we sat in a comfortable circle for Morning Prayer. We held
steaming cups of coffee or tea, and settled in. The lake beyond the window sparkled in
the sunlight, birds were chirping and it was such a gift to worship together! We caught
up with the progress and hold-ups on current situations, and we also looked further on
to what is coming in the months and years ahead of us. It was exciting to have a dozen
names or so of people suggested to the Nominating Committee as potential Vestry
members for next year. They were faithful people who are involved in all manner of
current ministry, support our parish financially and are regular at worship. Such an
abundance of gifted folks! Breaking for a yummy lunch (which included chili and
cornbread provided by our talented wardens!) we ate and visited with one another and
there was a LOT of laughter!
We held our regular Vestry meeting in the early afternoon and continued with various
visioning and discussion on many topics. I must say that one of my favorite times in our
retreat was when we all stood and spontaneously joined hands to pray before we went
on our various ways. Giving up a Saturday in a busy season with such grace and
commitment is something that I really appreciate. And the framing of our day in prayer
made this retreat time so sacred – I just had to share with all of you that we are all
indeed blessed to be led by a very special Vestry.
Thanks be to God!

Rev. Susan+

Senior Warden’s Corner
Lately I have been hearing a lot of talk about what is not happening around St. Thomas, Church, also
what is not happening fast enough. Be that as it may, I prefer to think about what IS HAPPENING at St.
Thomas’ Church.
As I reflect upon the five years I have been a member of this church, the things that have happened
seem miraculous. Five years ago we had a handful of children attending Sunday school. This year we
had to expand to three rooms to accommodate the children. We even ran out of registration forms!!
Our average Sunday attendance was 72 people five years ago. We had nearly 180 people attend
services last weekend. We had two services on Sunday. We have added a Saturday evening service and
a healing service on Wednesday
Five years ago we were without a full-time rector, today we have a truly gifted and energetic rector in
the form of Susan Carpenter+. The direction, energy and passion that she has put in place here at St.
Thomas’ is one of the main reasons that our church is flourishing.
Your church leadership came up with a five year plan to upgrade our physical structures. We
accomplished it in three years. The upgrades to our physical properties have been many. The organ,
carillon, bell tower, heating systems, handicap ramp, handicap bathroom and fire alarm system have all
been replaced or upgraded. We are in now in the middle of what should be a very successful capital
campaign to fund other needed repairs and upgrades.
This is not to say that everything is perfect and everything we want is in place.
I know all the good things that have happened here since I became a member. I know the good things
that are happening here today. I look forward to what will happen in the future!
Henry Dziadosz

Youth Sunday is observed on the 1st Sunday of the month. This is a wonderful opportunity for
families to worship together, for the youth of the parish to participate in the liturgy and for the
congregation to enjoy the music of our young people. So there will be no Sunday school on the
first Sunday of the month.
Children are our greatest joy, their education our happiest task and their participation in the life
of our parish provides some of our proudest moments. Education in worship is also an important
part of St. Thomas’ ministry and it’s a role we especially enjoy as we embrace and welcome our
children, wiggles and all!

St. Thomas’ Ministry Fair & Open House

Have you ever wanted to invite a friend, co-worker or family member to church,
but weren’t quite sure how to go about it? Well – here is your chance! There will be
an Open House weekend coming up in October – Saturday Oct. 4th from 3:00pm –
5:00pm, followed by the Saturday night service at 5:30pm. And THAT will include a
Ministry Fair. There will be tours of the church and Susan+ will be available in the
Sanctuary for conversations and to answer questions.
Sunday morning, Oct. 5th we are running the Ministry Fair after each service, and
so the Open House will be from 8:00am-noon. There will be refreshments, prizes
and surprises as we celebrate all that we are as a parish community. So – spread
the word! This is a wonderful opportunity to share what YOU have found with
others as we worship, learn and play together. And who knows – you may find a new
ministry to participate in yourself – you never know!

ST. THOMAS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Web site: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9am to 1pm or by appointment

Blessing of the Animals Liturgy

Sunday October 5th – 4:00pm on the back lawn

Every year around this time we celebrate the “Blessing of the Animals”. The Church keeps
the Feast of St. Francis on Oct. 4, and so we bless animals on the nearest Sunday.
Francis of Assisi is known for his profound connection with God and with God’s whole
creation. Our invitation to all of God’s creatures to join us in worship reminds us that God
is glorified by woofs and meows and chirps, too! The love that we feel toward our pets is
another facet of God’s love alive in us. If we are kind to these animals, should we not be
kind to all animals, and indeed to God’s whole creation?
So we will honor St. Francis at this special Eucharist with readings, music and other
surprises appropriate to the day. We have three options for worshipping together on that
day – our regular services at 8:00am and 10:00am as well as this special outdoor service at
4:00pm. And if the weather is uncooperative, we will still have the service in the parish
hall. So bring along your favorite pets and plan on joining us! (Dogs on leashes and cats in
carriers, please.) And if you wish, bring along a lawn chair – and settle in for a lovely
afternoon service with our beloved pets!

J2A Youth Group

We are going bowling at the new bowling alley in the Lincoln Mall – yay!!
Friday, October 17th
If you're going to car pool with us, please be at the St. Thomas’ parking lot by 5:30pm.
If you are going to meet us there, please let us know that too!
(We all need to be there at 6pm.)

Parents & siblings are welcomed to join us!
We will be paying for bowling & shoe rental for the J2A youth group
& for pizza supper there as well!
SIGN-UP SHEET in the Parish Hall – or email Susan+ or Pam+

I know it seems like forever ago that we pulled everything out of the kitchen………Yes, the
Easter deadline we had hoped for has been and gone and Yes, the kitchen looks like nothing has
been done, but a lot of action has been going on behind the scenes!
Our renovation plans were based on a very good price from a contractor who works largely on
Diocesan projects. However, one of his projects, a church in Coventry, was expanded and
required his crew to extend their time there. This coupled with some unforeseen circumstances
leaves us where we are today…..No kitchen and many disappointed parishioners with questions
and complaints!
I am high up on that list of disappointed people but as the saying goes, “the longer you have to
wait for something, the more you will appreciate it when it finally arrives.” It is going to be a
fantastic kitchen and it really is going to appear soon! And cost less than we anticipated as well.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

All of the appliances are in
All of the permits have been submitted
All fire-code permits are in order
The walls, floors and tile have been selected and ordered
The new windows have been ordered
The demolition was done (Thank you, Henry, Brian, Bob and George!)
The chimney has been removed (Thank you, Bob!)
The coffee bar is being constructed
The suppression system has been approved by the fire department and is being built
(the hood for over the stove, ovens and fryolators)
● 4 members of the parish have received their food safety certification
Henry and Rev. Susan are in constant contact with both the architect and the contractor and as
soon as construction begins you will surely know it by the noise and chaos that comes with any
construction project. The good news is that when that begins, it should be a fairly quick process
to get our beautiful new kitchen up and running. We have such great plans to make the kitchen
the second hub of St. Thomas’ (you should all know what the first is!).
Just a little more patience please………..All good things come to those who wait, right?
Sharon Thompson
Clerk of the Vestry

Movies & Christmas
Cards
On Friday, October 24th we will be
showing the movie “Heaven is for
Real”. It’s a wonderful movie (rated
PG) that is based on a real-life
account of a small child’s vision of heaven. We will meet in the hall at
6:00pm for fellowship and a fun activity and we will begin the movie
right at 6:30pm.
Meanwhile………..downstairs in the Sunday School Room we will be
doing a Bazaar craft with the children. This year, we are going to
showcase our youngster’s artwork, in the form of hand-illustrated
Christmas cards. Each child will use colored pencils, and their
imagination, to draw a Nativity scene. We will then reproduce the
drawings into Christmas cards to sell
at the Bazaar.
The evening will continue with a PG
movie and popcorn! Card-making
begins at 6:00pm and lights out for a
movie at 6:30pm!
All children are welcome!

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal spiritual experiences are welcome!
Email: klplamb24@gmail.com

MEN OF ST. THOMAS’ - THE BISHOP IS COMING!

The Men’s Group leadership team in conjunction with the Dean of
the Central Deanery (Rev. Susan) invited our Bishop and all the
other men in the deanery to come to St. Thomas’ and hang with us
for a few hours!
This is going to be A BIG thing! So plan to come!
The Bishop will speak to us about the role of men in the Church, and
whatever else we want to talk to him about.
(sorry ladies – this one is just for the men!)

So, save the date: Thursday, October 16, at 7:00pm
There is something that YOU can do – could you bring your favorite
snack to share (Potato chips, grapes, donuts, cookies, pretzels,
cheese, vegetables, cake, etc.)? If we need to do so, we will purchase
some snacks, so whatever you will donate will save the church
money! There is a “snack donation” sign up sheet in the parish hall,
or you can send off a short email to Fr. Don
(healing12@verizon.net).
Note: There will NOT be the usual Men’s Group meeting on Monday,
Oct. 13.

Episcopal 101

What does it mean to be an Episcopalian and an Anglican? Many of us come from
different traditions or from no church background at all. There are a lot of things
that puzzle even cradle Episcopalians! In this three-part series we will address
questions about basic beliefs and traditions in our church. Please come and be part
of the discussion – we will all learn something and we will get to know one another.
There will be some homework each week – but no tests! This series is especially
appropriate for those considering Confirmation or Reception into the Episcopal
Church, which would be in the spring at a Diocesan service celebrated by Bishop
Knisely. A fun book we will be using is “Those Episkopals” by Dennis Maynard,
available at Amazon.com or Barnes and Noble. Or see Susan+ to borrow a copy. If
you have questions about our faith tradition – then this is the class for you!
Night of the Week:
Time:
Dates:
Place:

Wednesday
7:00-8:30pm
Oct. 8th, 15th and 22nd
Parish Hall

“Meds. Event!”
Have you ever been to the doctor and been asked to list your medications?
“Um, hydra… something. I think!” “um – either 10 or maybe it’s 20 mg – I don’t remember.”
Well – our Health Ministry Team has some help for us!
Come to the special tables in the Parish Hall after services on October 19th and bring your “bag
of meds” in with you. They will make a list for you to carry with you to your doctor’s
appointments, to keep in your wallet or handbag. They will also be distributing emergency health
cards to put onto your refrigerator. In case of an emergency, they can be grabbed right off the
fridge and brought to the hospital with you to assist with your care. (There will also be one more
opportunity on November 2nd to take advantage of this important opportunity.)
Questions? See Kim Murdoch, Marty Brown or Gigi Uttley.

We will be having our
3rd Annual St. Thomas’ “Trunk or Treat”
Saturday, October 25, 2014 from 3:00pm-5:00pm

What is trunk-or-treating you ask? Picture this: Our parking lot with the
back ends of vehicles decorated in a variety of fun themes with children
roaming around in costumes and gathering treats.
A Trunk or Treat---also known as Halloween Tailgating or Tailgate Trick-orTreat---is a Halloween event where people gather and park their cars in a parking
lot. They open their trunks, or the backs of their vehicles, and decorate them.
Then they pass out treats to children in costume from their decorated trunks. The
event provides a safe family environment for trick or treaters and allows children
to skip or stroll from trunk to trunk.
What a fun way to spend the evening as a family!
We will begin at 3:00pm in the parish hall with a quick hotdog supper before going
outside to “Trunk or Treat” in the parking lot.
If you would like to lend a hand with planning there is a sign-up sheet is in the
parish hall. The sign up sheet is also for those who will be decorating their trunks
and passing out candy to our little ones. Donations of candy to pass out to the
children or donations for our hotdog supper will also be accepted (hotdogs, rolls,
individual chip packs) and can be listed on the sign-up sheet.
If any of our young adults would like
to help decorate trunks or help in any
other way please let us know.
Contact Donna Doris 401-567-0875

5th Annual African Team Ministries
Handicraft Sale

We will be supporting orphans and displaced children in Kenya by selling handmade
items again this fall on two Sunday mornings! These beautiful items – jewelry, wooden
and fabric crafts, little instruments, baskets, scarves and more – will be set up after each
of our services. All of the monies raised will be going right to African Team Ministries to
improve the lives of children who have been affected by the AIDS crisis. The dates they
will be available are October 12th and October 19th - plan on stopping by the tables in
the Parish Hall and check it out!

“Broadway Overtures 2”
Fiddler on the Roof – Camelot – Babes in Arms – Hello Dolly

Dr. Brian Larkin

Sunday, October 26, 2014 at 3 p.m.
Once again we are thrilled to experience Brian Larkin at our wonderful
organ as he enchants us with a masterful program. This entertaining
concert will conclude with refreshments in our parish hall – and we invite
everyone to join us for what we know will be a delightful event!

WINGS PLANS BAZAAR CRAFTING SESSION
On Monday, October 20, St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of
Growing Spiritually) will don their “crafting bonnets” as they gather in the parish
hall at 6:00pm to make items which will be sold at the St.
Thomas’ Table at our November bazaar. No special talents are
needed! We plan to work magic by turning citrus fruits such as
oranges into spicy pomanders, perfect to hang in your closet to make everything
smell like Christmas baking, and converting dried rose petals into a fragrant
WINGS potpourri, which sold out at the bazaar last year. This promises to be a
fun-filled evening--All women of the church are invited to attend and to enjoy
the fellowship.
Thirteen WINGS members and guests traveled to the nearby Seagrave Observatory
during September, where they learned about the history of the structure and were guided in
viewing stars and nebulae through several telescopes on the lawn, as well as the original large
telescope inside. The group’s visit coincided with the 100-year anniversary of the telescope’s
installation at its current site, and was featured in stories in several publications, including the
Providence Sunday Journal, recently, making the visit even more special.
There’s always something interesting happening at WINGS meetings! Join us and see!

The nuts are coming! And by that we mean almonds, walnuts, cashews, trail mix,
chocolate chips and all manner of nuts for baking and snacking. Deb Tower and Nancy
Miller are chairing the Nut Sale. More details will be forthcoming in the weekly bulletin,
so stay tuned to find out when the ALWAYS FUN weighing party will be held. Orders
will be taken at the services on the first three weekends in October, BEGINNING at the
Ministry Fair!! Nuts will be distributed the weekend of November 1st and 2nd. Order
forms will be sent out electronically, as well. Don’t forget to support this good cause,
and to receive the freshest of baking supplies in return!

AFGHAN RAFFLE
Saint Thomas’ is blessed to have so many gifted people within its community and their
talent is evident each and every day.
We have five beautiful hand-crafted Afghans that will be part of a Bazaar Raffle. Tickets
will be sold throughout October and up to the drawing on Saturday, November 22nd.
These Afghans are different sizes and different colors and would make a wonderful
Christmas gift, or a cozy accompaniment to your own couch!
Tickets are $3 each, 2 for $5 or 5 for $10
Take the tickets to your workplace or school or share with your family and friends…….
These Afghans are just too beautiful not to share!
100% of proceeds will benefit Saint Thomas’.
See Audrey Poliquin for more information.

Have some gently-used books you would like to donate?
We are collecting books for the Bazaar Book Nook now
Just leave them in the parish hall!

The Holly Berry Bazaar
Is just around the corner……..
It’s almost time!
The 14th annual Saint Thomas’ Holly Berry Bazaar will be held on
Friday, November 21st and Saturday, November 22nd
Last year’s event was a resounding success and this year
we anticipate it will be even better!
Our crafters have been very busy and the quality of work is exceptional! Lots of
wonderful hand-crafted items that will make lovely gifts for just about everyone on
your list…….A pantry with pickles and chutneys……Baked goods…….Penny
Socials……..Community vendors…Our Café…St.Tommy’s Pies…..Chocolate
delights…….Plants……Santa’s Workshop and of course - the Book Nook!
We are still in need of the following items:
Gift cards and Gift certificates for the Penny Social
(Maybe your place of business would like to donate something?)
New items for the Penny Social and Penny Social Baskets
(There is a list in the hall)
We will be soliciting for advertisers and boosters for our brochure
(Please see Karen Pare or Deb Farrar for more information)
Of course, we will be needing lots of volunteers to spread St. Thomas cheer –
look out for that sign-up sheet in the hall! Do YOU have 2 hours to join in the fun?
Questions? Suggestions? Donations?
Contact Sharon Thompson (401) 263 0060
So, save the date and see you there!

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Ian Wenskowicz 4
Craig Derosier 6
Patricia Desmarais 7
Jen Boucher 16
Kylie Wells 17
Anne Todd 18
Kate Kitada 20

Zachary Murdoch 20
Andrew Tessier 20
Gregory Tessier 20
Barbara Tessier 21
Jackson Deschamps 22
Kristen Caine 23
Caitlin Kelley 24

Alonzo Thurber 24
Dorothy Hodnett 25
Callum Harris 27
Christian Harris 27
Aaron Archambault 28
Lucien Tessier 28
Barbara Cormier 30

OCTOBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Stephen and Gladys Kemp 12
Bill and Marsha Cereto 16
Philip and Karen Pare 16
Andrew and Kristen Beatson 20

Have any used ink cartridges?
We get cash for them at Staples!
Leave them in the bag marked
in the hall.

Prayer Ministry
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church is a community that believes in the power of
prayer! Prayer ministry at our church takes a variety of forms, depending on
needs and circumstances. Below are some of these ways we incorporate
prayer into our parish life. If you’re interested in volunteering for any of these
ministries, please contact Jean Marz or Rev. Susan.

PRAYER CHAIN
We regularly offer prayers for families and friends who are ill, in danger, in trouble, have died or
simply need our support for special problems. If you'd like to join the Prayer Chain, contact
Jean Marz at 934-0463. Prayer Requests are received from our church members, as well as
others who might ask to be held in prayer, and we contact one another to add requests as they
come in to us. Here are some important things to know:
We ask for your name and the name of the person for whom you are requesting prayer.
You must have permission from the person for whom you desire prayer.
We will pray for your concern for up to 2 weeks, unless notified differently
To assist us in our prayer, please let us know the nature of the concern.
Please give locations to us for someone who is hospitalized so that, if they desire, we may
request a visit from clergy.
For all questions and concerns about the prayer list, contact Jean. The rector is also available, by
appointment or chance, for pastoral counseling or referral to appropriate licensed counselors.
●
●
●
●
●

Beginning in October, we have instituted a new way of praying for family, friends and those
who are requesting prayer from us during our worship services. Before each service, when you
enter the church you are invited to write down the names of people you want to pray for in the
Prayers of the People binder. The binder will be located in the Narthex before the service. The
intercessor who is reading the prayers that day will read the list of people for whom prayers are
requested at the time of the Prayers of the People. Usually the reader arrives early to retrieve the
book, so you might want to make sure to arrive a little early to enter your person(s) onto the list.
During a meeting of the Prayer Team, we wanted to look for a way to keep our prayer list fresh
and timely. It has been challenging to encourage our congregation to participate in praying for
those who currently need our prayers. This is a way to really embrace the people who are on our
hearts and minds as we gather for worship. We know that we are all welcome to pray out loud
during the prayers of the people, but for the shy among us, this is a way to acknowledge those
who desire prayers that day within the liturgy. Each week we begin with a fresh sheet, always
keeping our list up to date. We are no longer taking calls in the office to be added to a prayer list,
instead, you are invited to add the names yourself when you enter church, or you may call Jean
Marz @ 934-0463 on the Prayer Chain to request prayers from that devoted group.

OCTOBER PRAYER LIST
Jason Martin, Elaine Passano, Christine, Matthew A.
Debbie, Karen Nichols, Katherine, John G.
Judy, Mary, Lori and Jerry, Clare R.
Mary and Lionel, Diane Gledhill, Matthew B.
Gail Gass, Edward Lowrey, Vic, Alice Gardner, Beth D.
Steven DeSumma, Katerina, Landon Chadwick, Paul H.
Bob, Dennis, Diane, Ron Kilduff, Joan W.
Fred Presciutti, Braxton, Tammy Roy, Marissa, Bud L.
Mary Catherine, Jake, Ayden, Paul S.
Carla, Megan, Frank Z., James M., Judy B.
Georgia Huntley, Meredith, Donald K.
Deb, Jim M, Virginia, Anna Kitada, Rick H.
Anthony Petrone, Kyle Chevalier, Matt D.
Scott, John C., Marion W., Vivian M.
Roger, Vern, Amy S.

For immediate prayer, contact Jean Marz
at 934-0463 to access the Prayer Chain.

MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Almighty God, we commend to Your gracious care all
men and women who are called to serve their
countries; grant them safety and Your everlasting peace.
Steven Grant
Timothy Reul

Matthew Koehler
Jay Bonin

Daniel Riordan
Michael Rotondo

October 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat
4
Ministry Fair
& Open
house

9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—noon
Crafting group

3:00-5:00
5:30—HE

5 8:00 HE

6

Youth Sunday

10:00 HE
Ministry Fair &
Open house

13

9:30 Sunday
School
10:00 HE
“Med event”
after services

14

Columbus
Day

10

11

Healing service

9:30—noon

5:30—HE
7:00-8:30
Episcopal 101

6:30pm Vestry

15

16

17

18

Healing service

9:30—noon
7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

20

21

Crafting group

7:00-8:30
Episcopal 101

22

7:00pm Men's
Club with
Bishop Knisely

23

5:30—HE

24

25

9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—noon

6:00-8:00pm

WINGS

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

(& African Team
Ministry Craft Sale)

26

27

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

3:00 Organ
Recital

9

9:00 HE &

(African Team
Ministry Craft Sale)

19 8:00 HE

9:00 HE &

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

Blessing of the
Animals

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
School
10:00 HE

8

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Group

Crafting group

4:00 HE &

12

7

28

Crafting group

7:00-8:30
Episcopal 101

29
9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—noon
7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

7:00-8:30
Deanery mtg.

Crafting group

Family Movie
Night—6:00pm

30

31

3-5 “Trunk
or Treat”
5:30—HE
Coming
up!
Hollyberry
Bazaar:
Nov. 21 & 22

.
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A REFLECTION
Let nothing disturb you,
Let nothing frighten you,
All things pass away:
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things.
He who has God
Finds he lacks nothing;
God alone suffices.
St. Teresa of Avila

