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A Prayer attributed to Sir Francis Drake
Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true because we have dreamed too little,
When we arrive safely because we sail too close to the shore.
Disturb us, Lord, when in the abundance of things we possess,
We have lost our thirst for the waters of life,
Having fallen in love with life we have ceased to dream,
When in our effort to build a new earth,
We have allowed our vision of a new heaven to dim.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,
To venture on wilder seas where storms will show your mastery,
Where losing sight of land we find the stars.
We ask you to push back the horizons of our hopes
And to push us into the future of strength, courage, hope, love
This we ask in the name of our Captain, who is Jesus Christ. Amen

As we enter the blessed season of Advent, may we allow
ourselves to dream big dreams and be filled with strength,
courage, hope and love!
Peace, Rev. Susan+

Stewardship Corner
Stewardship refers to what we do with the gifts that God has bestowed upon us. Generally
speaking these gifts fall into three categories. They are time, talent and treasure. By striving to
be good stewards of St. Thomas’ Church, we take a portion what God has given us and give that
portion back to our church.
The theme for this year’s stewardship campaign is “playing your part”. Stewardship has many
similarities to a band or orchestra. Instead of instruments, we have individuals serving in
ministries. These ministries come in different size groups. Some are more visible than others.
Some work all year round and some function only for a special event or task. Our ministries are
like an orchestra in another way too. You listen to a performance of an orchestra and enjoy it.
You watch the musicians performing and hear them play their parts. What you don’t see is all
the time and effort spent in learning their parts. You don’t hear the mistakes made in learning
those parts. The underlying fact is that each ministry group is “playing a part” in the daily life of
St. Thomas’ church and most of that work goes unseen by the majority of the church members.
When we donate our time and talent to church ministries we help our neighbors and we also
enrich ourselves and our church family.
Stewardship is also about sharing our treasure with the church. An orchestra needs a hall to
perform, the musicians need instruments, the hall needs light and heat and the list goes on and
on. It is no different with our church. We are having a capital campaign to address some issues
identified by our members in a survey that was sent out earlier this year. This capital campaign
does not take the place of the revenue generated by our stewardship campaign. We need to
heat our buildings, keep the lights on and pay for the day to day expenses of our church home.
Stewardship is about giving of our time, our talent and our treasure. Giving of our treasure is
probably one of the biggest steps we take into the unknown during our faith journey. I am
asking you today to prayerfully consider how will you be “playing your part” at St. Thomas in
the coming year. Your church needs each and every one of us to participate. The goal of the
stewardship is for 100% of our members to participate in ministry and donations. The amount
of your time, your treasure and your talent you choose to share is a decision you need to
prayerfully consider. What I am asking you to do is to think about the gifts God has bestowed
upon you and how you will share
Henry Dziadosz
(Watch what happens when this little girl drops some money into the container!)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbJcQYVtZMo

BAZAAR NEWS
Well, somehow November is here again and we all know what that means….it means
the 2 snowmen are going to appear on the lawns outside the church (thanks Bob!)
and everyone will know it’s almost time for the

ST. THOMAS’ HOLLY BERRY BAZAAR!!
HELP NEEDED:
● Set up will begin on Sunday, November 16th as the entire Parish Hall will be
transformed into Bazaar mode and we could use your help! Right after the
10am Sunday service, we will need help bringing up all the shelving from
downstairs and moving the Sunday School furniture and equipment into one
storage area.
● Starting at 10am on Monday, November 17th, we will begin setting up the tables
both upstairs and downstairs as we showcase all the crafts we have made and
all the prizes we have collected for the Penny Socials.
● Of course, we will need lots of man/woman power to sell everything….Could
you work a 2 hour shift during the actual Bazaar? The Bazaar is open Friday,
November 21st from 4pm – 8pm and Saturday, November 22nd from 8am – 4pm.
We will need help in the café, baked goods table, pantry, craft tables, door
prize table, penny social rooms and outside under the awning as we give each
of our guests a complimentary hot apple cider.
● Clean Up (hopefully there won’t be much to do) will begin at 4pm on Saturday,
as we get the rooms put back together for services, Sunday School and
groups.

ALSO NEEDED:
Baked Goods:
Like to bake? Everyone so looks forward to the Bake Table! Breads, cakes,
pies, cookies………..and this year we are going to have a “Sweet Table” also –
filled with chocolates, fudge, barley pops, truffles and candy. Bake away and
please bring to the hall on Friday by noon!
Books:
Gently used books and dvds are sold in the book nook – now would be a great
time to declutter your bookshelves. Just leave in the Parish Hall.
Penny Social:
We could still use any kind of gift card to any local establishment such as
restaurant, retail store or service.

SEE THE SIGN UP SHEETS IN THE HALL!
Of course, we also hope that you will attend and join in this wonderful Saint Thomas’
tradition…tell your family and friends and let’s make this the most successful Bazaar
ever!

“We gather together…”

One of our Outreach traditions at St. Thomas’ is to put together Thanksgiving
Baskets for people who might not be able to afford a special Thanksgiving dinner. (If
YOU know of anyone who might need such a basket – let Rev. Susan know ASAP!)
There are sign-up sheets on the Outreach bulletin board in the parish hall for all of
the many components of our baskets. Please deliver groceries and gift cards to the
Rectory on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday from 9:00am – 1:00pm (Joan’s hours)
OR after the 5:30pm Saturday night service or on Sunday morning right into the
Parish Hall so everything doesn’t get mixed up with the bazaar!
We need everything by 11:00am on Sunday Nov. 23rd. We’ll assemble the baskets
right after the 10:00am service if you would like to help out. Thank you in advance for
your generosity. 30 families will be able to enjoy a Thanksgiving meal because of your
kindness!

Advent Soup & Study
Imagine Jesus from Mary’s point of view—proud of her son, in awe of his gifts and mission,
guided by love for him as a person and so much more. In this program, Adam Hamilton
begins at the end, with Mary at the crucifixion and resurrection; travels back in time as she
witnesses his life and ministry; and ends at the beginning, with the Christ child born in a
stable, Mary’s beautiful baby. This year, experience Advent and Christmas with Mary.

We know how hectic the next weeks might be, so this year we are giving you some advance
notice about our annual Advent Soup & Study – so you can mark your calendars NOW!!
Our Advent Soup & Study begins on Wednesday, December 3rd, meeting for three weeks,
starting at 6:30 and ending at 8:30. During this busy season, consider setting aside some
time to experience this interesting program by Adam Hamilton using short DVD clips and
discussion questions. Join us – for delicious soup, bread and dessert. And feel free to bring a
friend! (If you have been interested in meeting some new people here at St. Thomas – you
don’t want to miss the fun – we really enjoy the Soup & Study nights!!)

Kitchen Update

After a lot of waiting and behind the scenes activity – there is finally something we can
SEE in the progress of the kitchen renovation! The sink has been removed, the dropped
ceiling tiles have been removed, the roof has been patched where there was some
leakage and the walls are being prepared to receive the sheetrock and final covering.
Shortly footing will be created for the cabinets, and a thin cement floor will be poured,
followed by floor tiles. New windows will be in soon and have been framed. We will all
look forward to peeking into the kitchen after services each week to check out the
progress!

“Meds. Event!”
Have you ever been to the doctor and been asked to list your medications?
Come to the special tables in the Parish Hall after services on Nov. 2nd and bring your “bag of
meds” in with you. Our Health Team will make a list for you to carry with you to your doctor’s
appointments, to keep in your wallet or handbag. They will also be distributing emergency health
cards to put onto your refrigerator. In case of an emergency, they can be grabbed right off the
fridge and brought to the hospital with you to assist with your care.
Your newly formed Health Ministry Team cares about the health of our parish, so stay tuned for
more wonderful programs that will be coming soon to a parish hall near YOU!
Questions? See Kim Murdoch, Marty Brown or Gigi Uttley.

WINGS GROUP TO HELP WITH BAZAAR CRAFTING, PREPARATION
On Monday, November 17th, St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in
Need of Growing Spiritually) will meet from 6pm to 8pm to lend their support to
the annual Holly Berry Bazaar. The group will finish up the pomanders they
began during October and will complete and bag the potpourri they have been
making. Since the meeting will coincide with set-up week for the Bazaar, they
will also give a hand to any projects that Sharon Thompson, Bazaar Chair, may present
to them. Join us and get a sneak peek preview of the bazaar as it takes shape!
Future WINGS meetings will include Christmas caroling at a local nursing home
in December and a Soup and Fellowship program in January. Just the thing on a cold
winter night! All women of the church are members of WINGS! Come and join the fun!
Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal spiritual experiences are welcome!
Email: klplamb24@gmail.com

St. Thomas’ will be celebrating a Eucharistic service on Thanksgiving
Eve, which falls on Wednesday November 26th this year. This joyful
service will be held at 7:00pm, with music provided by our own Brian
Larkin. Come and celebrate this season of gratitude as we reflect on all
of our many blessings. There will be refreshments and fellowship after
the service in our parish hall. All attendees are requested to bring along a
non-perishable food item for the Smithfield Food Bank. Let us stop and
take a moment in our preparations for Thanksgiving Day to praise our
Creator for all that we have, and for all that we are. Join us!

ST. THOMAS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Web site: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Priest: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9am to 1pm or by appointment

We have a new lantern!!

You may have noticed the beautiful lantern that was installed recently at our newly
refinished gateway to our church! This lantern was given in memory of Robert Straight
by his wife Shirley and their family. Bob was an active member of this parish for many
years, and this is a lovely tribute to his ministry here. A Service of Dedication for the
lantern was held at the conclusion of our regular Saturday Evening Eucharist. To our
surprise, it had started to rain while we were in the church! Not to worry, Tom Winfield
came to the rescue with a whole bunch of umbrellas that he handed out to us as we
exited onto the front lawn! And the lantern sparkled in the raindrops when the light
switch was flipped.
The O’Brien family of Scituate designed, made and installed the light – they also
realigned the granite posts, repaired the gate and sandblasted the rust off, powdercoating it with a sturdy black finish that should last for many years. Make sure you look
closely at the arch holding the light. One arm was recast to be hollow to allow the wiring
for the light to be fed inside the arch up to the light. No more duct tape on the back of
the arch holding the wire to the outside!! The candles sparkle at night, and the LED bulb
will light our path into the church for worship at night. We thank Shirley and her family
for the lovely gift of this new light to honor Bob.

We also thank our Wardens – Henry Dziadosz and Kim Murdoch – for painting the
doors of the church “Candy Apple Red” – showcasing the newly cleaned, re-welded and
blackened hinges. (We don’t call them Senior Goofy and Junior Goofy for nothing!) We
appreciate all that you do, Henry and Kim!

MINISTRY BRIEFS
--Don’t forget to pick up your nut and fruit mix orders after the church services on
November 1st and 2nd. The NUT SALE was a great success, with over 50 orders being
placed. Thanks to Deb Tower and Nancy Miller for heading up this endeavor.

--If you wish to fill a CHRISTMAS JAR with spare coins, to distribute to a person
in need on December 24th, you may either decorate your own jar or pick one up
at the Holly Berry Bazaar (November 21-22) at no cost. Many parishioners have
been filling jars at home all year after participating in the program during 2013. If
you have a story about your giving experience to share, we would love to include
it in the January Newsletter. Just email it to klplamb24@gmail.com.

--The BAZAAR GROUP has homemade frozen apple pies available for
sale each week after the Sunday 10:00 service. Each pie is chock full of locally
grown apples, with a hint of sugar and cinnamon, and topped with a rich butter
pastry. Just imagine the wonderful aroma as they bake in your kitchen! Large
pies cost $10; small pies are $5. See Sharon Thompson or Tina DiMillo and
hurry--over half the pies have already been sold!

--St. Thomas’ MEN”S GROUP is changing their meeting date to the second
Monday of each month at 6:30pm. At the October meeting, Bishop Nicholas Knisely
addressed a group of 35 men from six parishes about the importance of men’s
ministries - the first time he had ever been asked to speak on such a topic! At its
November meeting (Monday the 10th), the Men’s Group will follow the bishop’s
inspirations as they make plans for December and January. All men from the
church are invited!
--Ever since the George Hunt H.E.L.P. Center closed, St. Thomas’ has
searched for a place where parishioners can donate their used clothing locally. Phyllis
Barton, who volunteers at the Greenville Baptist THRIFT SHOP, announces that the
shop would appreciate our donations. Clothing donations may be taken directly to
Greenville Baptist or once again deposited in the collection bin in the
parish hall.
--Donna Doris wishes to thank everyone who made the recent
TRUNK OR TREAT such a big success, particularly those who
donated candy, Rick Kyte and Tom Winfield, who provided burgers
and dogs. Scare you next year!!

Advent Lessons & Carols
Sunday November 30th, 4:00pm
"Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it
be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear
again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind
to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a
manger..."
So begins the heart-catching Service of Advent Lessons and
Carols, a beloved service one can find being used in some
form or another by Anglicans throughout the world. Why is it
so compelling? Is it the beautiful sacred spaces in
England that are associated with it, in services broadcast
annually by the BBC and rebroadcast by PBS? No. The service
originated in a cathedral, but the cathedral, Truro, was at the
time a wooden shed and resembled not even faintly the cathedral that it is
today. Is it the exquisite music? It, too, is beautiful, but I don’t think so. I
believe that the deeper power of this service lies first in its lessons that
pierce the human heart and fill it, too.
The Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols provides an opportunity for Brian
Larkin and the choir of our parish to gather and lead us in marking the
beginning of the church year and to sharpen our focus on Advent, a season
of preparation leading us to a fuller understanding of our celebration of the
Nativity, which is to come.
Come hear again the readings from Holy Scripture that tell the story of the
fall of sinful man in the garden of Eden and God’s ensuing promise of
redemption through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of his Son, Jesus.
The choral music offered by the choir and the congregational hymns are
chosen to reflect on these passages and meant to help anchor us more
securely in heart and mind as we wait with joyful expectation for the coming
of our Lord and Savior. Who might you invite to join us?

J2A- Journey to Adulthood
Sunday November 16th from 12:00pm – 3:00pm
Where? At Trinity Church.

Our J2A group is for all young people in grades 8 – 12. We will be enjoying a really
great movie……and as usual, we will feed you! So come for lunch, movie and
discussion. (Respond to the invitation on the J2A facebook page) See you then!

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Nancy Burton 3
Douglas Leclerc 3
Douglas Coyne 4
Ruth Lambert 4
Taylor Coupe 9
Kaydence Coupe 11
Cynthia Johnson 12
Jeffrey Gales 13
Rhonda Kehoe 13
Forrest Crooks 14

Stephen Kemp 14
Jessica Plante 17
Jeffrey Tessier 17
Jake Graham 18
Timothy Kane 18
Nathaniel Leclerc 18
Michael Spaziano 18
Cheryl Thompson 18
Harry Anderson 22
Kathrine DiMillo 22

Liliana Reyes 22
Adelaide Harris 23
Karen Pare 24
Leigh-Ann Plante 24
Katherine Barnes 25
Carol Dickinson 25
George Russell 27
Dom Whitten 29
Charlie Harris 30
Elijah Toure 30

NOVEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Ron and Cheryl Hodgins 6
Michael and Tiffani Herchen 10
Dennis and Melanie Kohler 25
Maury and Nancy Boulais 27

HOLY BAPTISM
On October 26th at the 10:00am service the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism
was administered to a new member of our Christian family:

Jase Dylan Boucher
Jase is the son of Jennifer and Tim Boucher and the brother of Hailey. Welcome,
little one! “Lord, fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.” Amen

Advent Wreath Workshop on First Advent
November 30th
Two choices of time: 8:45am or 11:00am

Come and join us for an intergenerational event! All are welcome. The workshop
cost is $5.00 per wreath. That includes all the supplies to create your fresh
wreath: purple & pink tapers, an Advent calendar and prayers to use with your
wreath daily.
Bring: ----Clippers or old scissors
------ IF you’d like – share some greens! If you have any evergreens in your
yard, please bring some clippings along. Good greens include: Spruce, Hemlock, Pine,
Holly, Cedar, Boxwood, Juniper, Princess Pine – and red berries. We will share our
greens in the center of the hall and have some really lovely wreaths to take home
to begin our celebration of Advent. Limit of 20 – first come, first served….Join us!
✁********************************************************************
I (we) would like to come to the following workshop:
Sunday November 30th

_______

8:45 am

_______

11:00 am

Family Name: ______________________Phone #__________
Tear off and include this portion with $5.00 in an envelope and add to the envelope
on the bulletin board in the parish hall, return to the office, or put into the
offering plate. Mark the envelope to the attn. of Susan+

The Newsletter of St. Thomas’ Church
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A COLLECT FOR THANKSGIVING DAY
Almighty and gracious Father, we give thee thanks for the fruits of
the earth in their season and for the labors of those who harvest them.
Make us, we beseech thee, faithful stewards of thy great bounty, for the
provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the
glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
BCP, p. 194
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

5:30—HE

2 8:00 HE
Youth
Sunday
9:30 HE
Meds Event

3

4

5
9:00 HE &

7:00pm

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Group

Health
ministry team

After services

9

10

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

6:30pm Men's
Group

16 8:00 HE

17

9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE
12—3:00pm
J2A

WINGS

9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE
Thanksgiving
Baskets

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

Advent wreaths
4:00pm
Lessons & Carols

8
Convention

Convention

5:30—HE

14

15

Healing service

9:30—noon
7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

Crafting group

11

12
Healing service

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

18

6:00-8:00pm

24

9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

7

13

9:00 HE &

23 8:00 HE

30 8:00 HE

6

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

25

9:30—noon

6:30pm Vestry

5:30—HE

Crafting group

19

20

21

22

9:00 HE &

Hollyberry

Healing service

8-4 Bazaar

9:30—noon
Crafting group

26

27

Hollyberry
Bazaar
4:00-8:00pm

5:30—HE

28

29

9:00 HE &
Healing service
7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

7:00pm
Thanksgiving
Service

5:30—HE
Looking
ahead:
Dec. 6th...6:15
St. Nicholas
potluck & service

