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In the Early Church, the Triduum, the three days of Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Holy Saturday (culminating in the Great Vigil of Easter) were
celebrated as one unified feast, proclaiming the passion, death and resurrection of
Christ. It was believed (and I believe it is still true) that the suffering of Jesus is not
something to be disassociated from the joy that comes with the promise of new life
seen in the Risen Lord. We tend to be uncomfortable with this! We like to go
straight from Palm Sunday to Easter Day, reserving the observances of Holy
Week for the few moral masochists who need to "drag out" the story of the Passion
that we hear read on Palm Sunday! But that isn’t true – we ALL need this time of
observance.
I invite you to take the opportunity to sit reflectively in our church sanctuary
during Holy Week, and think about "the greatest story ever told." Or better yet,
come to one of the services that will be offered. Watch the altar stripped bare of
furnishings on Thursday while hearing the words, "My God, my God why have you
forsaken me and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress?" Or
listen to the starkness of the simple words prayer at a service on Good Friday, see
the bare chancel and imagine a life without Jesus. To think of that awful possibility
hurts my heart anew every year….and then hear – REALLY hear - the old stories
told from Scripture as the light gradually comes up in our sacred space, until the
joy of Easter is revealed at the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. It is hard for me to
ever envision missing any part of the incredible Triduum.

Our call during this Passiontide is to weep at injustice and crime, poverty, violence
and disease. Our call is to enter into the sorrows of others as if they were our own,
because they are our own. We all suffer in one way or another. And the joy of
Easter comes in knowing not that God has spared us this suffering, but that God
has given us the power to overcome it. The new life that comes with the
Resurrection is the assurance that nothing in this world - not even death - can, as
St. Paul wrote, "separate you from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord."
As the days lengthen, and we move further along in our Lenten journeys, may we
all come together as a church community to really lean into the Triduum this year.
May it be so! Rev. Susan+
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Thursday, April 2nd at 7:00 pm. - Maundy Thursday Eucharist,
foot washing. & stripping of the altar
Friday, April 3rd, noon and 7:00 pm - Good Friday liturgy
Saturday, April 4th at 7:00 pm. - Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 5th at 8:00 am. & 10:00 am. - Easter Day!

Warden’s thoughts….
By Kimberly Murdoch, Senior Warden
I admit it was with some hesitancy that I entered my first meeting as Senior Warden even after having served on Vestry for about 15 years since joining St. Thomas in the
90’s. After our first meeting on Thursday and our Saturday retreat, I now feel ready for
the challenge! How could I not? We have a wonderful leader with Rev. Susan in place.
My predecessor, Henry, has begun major undertakings in faith which are progressing
beautifully. Finally, I am honored to work with individuals who have unique gifts and
talents and are willing to share them with the church they love. I promise to give my
best to this new role and pray for God’s guidance.
Your Vestry continues to re-examine our Church’s goals and I would like to share just a
few of these with you:
Since our major construction needs are being addressed – (alarm system, heating
system, kitchen, rectory in the spring) we can now focus on nurturing our
ministries and outreach. We have key people in place and the tools to achieve
great things!
- The key to a good Church Vestry relationship with our congregation is
communication, so there is never any question as to the honesty and integrity of
our decisions.
o The Vestry meeting minutes will continue to be posted in the Parish Hall.
o I am designing a marker on our Vestry member name tags which will
clearly indicate Vestry membership.
o There will be a Vestry communication box with forms available in the
church hall for ANY suggestions, concerns, or questions. They will be
addressed within 14 days and if you desire, you will be contacted with a
prompt response. It will be just another avenue of communication if you
cannot reach us face to face.
- We are growing every week and we need to remain a welcoming spiritual
community where all feel welcome and all have the opportunity to share their
gifts.
Thank you!
Kim
-

March 2015 Junior Warden Notes:
The 164th Annual meeting of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church is recently accomplished. While
many were pleased with the relative brevity of this meeting, some have expressed concern--legitimately--as to the lack of time to review and absorb the information contained in the Annual
Report in the time allotted.
The Vestry strongly believes that communication and transparency are key
components in the Parish family of St. Thomas’. To that end, as Junior Warden I
have been designated with the role of reminding, cajoling, and perhaps “nagging”
the chairs of our various ministries to have each of their respective reports filed in
advance of the 165th Annual Meeting. The goal is to have all reports (perhaps with
the exception of the Treasurer's report and budget) published at least two weeks
before the Annual Meeting. The reasoning is that the Parish members will have
adequate time in advance to review the information provided and perhaps have time
to ask thoughtful questions or comment on the various ministries of St. Thomas’.
The balance sought is to have relatively brief Annual Meetings, yet informed Parish
members who will not feel “rushed” and/or uncertain as to the business transpired.
I am mindful that the end of November through the month of December is often busy for many
of us to the point of blind distraction, however, every effort will be made remind all concerned to
set aside time in advance to reach this goal.
Any thoughts, questions and insights are always welcomed----whether on this topic or other
matters concerning St. Thomas’.
I may be reached at 401.568.6875 or rkyte1@cox.net (preferred).
I hope that the upcoming year will be both healthy and spiritually enriching!
Rick
(Richard Kyte)

Daylight Savings Time
A friendly reminder to all parishioners and friends, that Daylight
Savings Time will begin at 2:00 A.M. on Sunday, March 8th. So
please remember to set your clocks forward by one hour before you
retire on Saturday night. We would like to see you all at church on time
the next day!

From the Desk of Fr. Don
I approach Lent with a bit of hesitancy each year.
I know that it is important for us to observe a holy Lent, but I am a bit
"outside the box" when it come to HOW I should observe a holy Lent.
I am going to confess now, that giving something up for Lent is just not my thing. Over the years
I have tried that with little success - either I did not get through all of Lent without cheating, or I
got through Lent but for the life of me could not figure out was gained. You see, for me the focus
became giving up something. I became obsessed with that and gave little thought to my spiritual
life. I think having a holy Lent has to do with prayer, dealing with sin in our lives, repentance
from selfish attitudes and behaviors, and growing our relationships with friends, family, and
Jesus our Lord. The discipline of giving something up for Lent never has helped me with these
Lenten goals. I know, I am a bit weird!
So, let me tell you what helps me to focus on the Lord during Lent. Instead of "giving up"
something, I "take on" more direct time with God. I actually tithe my time for Lent, and spend
about twenty hours a week in Prayer and reading Scripture. Mostly I engage in
CONVERSATIONAL PRAYER with our Lord. I invite Him to join me at Panera every
morning, and I have conversations with Him. These conversations can be about absolutely
anything. I do some talking, but mostly I listen and discern His voice - His voice comes as
thoughts in my mind as does my voice before I vocalize. With being intentional, disciplined, and
practiced, I can usually separate my thoughts from His. I know that His words to me will never
conflict with how I know Him in Scripture.
Then, I write down those thoughts that I perceive as coming from the Lord. It is awesome how
those thoughts form patterns and are confirmed in different ways during the day or week. In this
way I do grow closer to the Lord. I do learn of some areas of my life where repentance is
required, I am motivated to confess some sins, and I am drawn more into the Bible. So, I indeed
observe Lent in an "out of the box" fashion, but when all is said and done, I think I observe a
pretty holy Lenten season. Thanks be to God!
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Production Manager: Nancy Burton
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COME CELEBRATE
ST. PATRICK’S DAY!
We will be serving up your Irish favorites!
Corned beef, Cabbage, Boiled Potatoes & Carrots
Cost is just $10 per person and kids under 12 eat for free!
(and we will have kid-friendly food for our little ones,
as well as an activity table just-for-them!)

Come join your St. Thomas friends for an evening of good
food and fun. Bring your whole family!
Tuesday, March 17th
5:30pm – 7:30pm

Tickets available after all services, in the Parish Hall.
Would you like to make a dessert? Please see sign up sheet.

MEN’S BOWLING PARTY ‘
Monday, March 9 at 7:00
(6:30 to carpool from St. Thomas’)

CW LANES AND GAMES, Lincoln Mall.
$5.00 a string plus shoe rental

Journey to Adulthood
Sunday March 15th
Where? At Trinity Church.
Who? Teens AND their parents
What time? 12:00pm – 3:00pm
Join us as we brainstorm activities for the next 4 months!
We will begin with a delicious lunch, followed by some wonderful
opportunities to decide what we might like to do together. Come
prepared to join the discussion with ideas for field trips, outreach
projects, fun activities and anything else you think might be a great
idea for our time together. After our joint discussion, parents will
meet with us downstairs while our teens will watch a movie upstairs.
(see our facebook page for details!)
Lunch will be provided – let us know who is going from your family!
J2A is for all young people in grades 8 – 12.
Questions? Just ask Susan+ or Pam+

Calling all women of St. Thomas!
The March WINGS meeting will feature “Wings over England”.
Come learn a little about that wonderful little country across the
pond…..Enjoy some traditional English food and share fellowship
with other women in the Parish.
Monday, March 16th 6:00pm – 8:00pm
See you there!

Bazaar News
Crafting has begun on Wednesday mornings, from 9:30am – noon.
We are looking for donations of the following:
Quilt batting – all weights.
Boxes of labeled herbal teabags.
New quilting fabrics – all colors and quantities.
Gift cards to Michaels Craft store.
We are also looking for NEW items for a Penny Social Basket.
This month’s theme is:

BAKING
Suitable items would be baking pans, cake pans, rolling pins, recipe boxes,
measuring cups and spoons, wooden spoons, mixing bowls, cupcake cases,
etc….. Just leave in the hall and mark “Penny Social”

Hot Cross Buns
Calling all bakers!
As a counterpoint to giving out ashes at the beginning of Lent, we will once more be
giving out a traditional Anglican treat at the end of Lent – Hot Cross Buns! Our
young people had a wonderful time bagging and then handing out hot cross buns to
people on Holy Saturday. This year, we will set up a table in the parking lot of the
church and give them to everyone who drives in! We will once again need bakers,
and folks to help us distribute, and people to hold up signs near the road. Our
famous sign-up sheet will be in the parish hall to take names for those who want to
participate in this wonderful ministry. If you want to bake some buns at home and
need a recipe, just let us know – but any way that you traditionally make them is
fine. We will need a LOT of treats to give out to everyone who would like one – so
please just jump in and make a tray or two for us! We will also be baking at the
church – check the Sunday bulletin a few weeks before for exact date and time.
If you bake at home, we will need them to be dropped off on Saturday morning,
April 4th up until noon. The children of the parish will separate them and put them
into bags and tie them with a little tag that explains their history and lore. Thank
you SO much for contributing to this wonderful and sweet outreach project!

Join us for Easter Breakfast!
8:45am - 9:45am on Easter Day – April 5th
If you would like to contribute to our Easter breakfast – that would be
lovely. Great items would include fruit, pastry, muffins, juice, deviled
eggs, coffee cake –OR - just surprise us!
We are prepared to celebrate Easter Day in true St. Thomas
fashion – and if you are bringing guests to worship with you –
by all means they are invited to join in the fun!
(AND there will be an Easter Egg Hunt on Easter morning
for all youngsters after the second service…)

A REFLECTION
There is a saying that we probably all know:

“Home is where the heart is”
I know that my heart is with my family, whether they are home or not.
Much of my family lives a continent away and yet that distance makes no difference in how
much my heart is with them, nor the connection I feel with them every minute of every day.
When Luke and Sarah are off at college, my home feels empty, tidier but empty, but of course
my heart goes with them every time they walk out the door.
I have another home and that is St. Thomas’. I am sure many of you reading this will feel the
same way about that familiar place in the heart of Greenville……It just feels like a home away
from home to me.
So, I got to thinking about the “heart” of St. Thomas’ and what pulls me towards it. For sure,
the church itself is the heart of that community. It is a sanctuary that beats just like a heart:
Sometimes fast with activity, celebration, thanksgiving, joy and vigor and at other times it beats
to a steadier, slower pace that fills me with a sense of pure security, contentment, laissez faire
and peace. There are times when the church’s heart beats even slower for me; these are times
when I need the slower pace to reflect deeper, to digest my troubles and try to find answers to
problems big and small, personal and global. I also need this slower beat to allow myself to
grieve, to contemplate and to resolve. I certainly feel the different beats at different times, do
you?
I love the feeling inside my church – I stand when hymns are being sung around me and I do not
join in (I was not born with the good fortune of a good singing voice). Instead I listen and look
around me. Each time, I see something new. The faces are the same, the stained glass is the
same and Susan looks the same but every TIME is different. There are different things to notice
and a different feel to how the church’s heart is beating that day. Think about it, the dozens of
people who come to our services come with their own set of problems, their own wealth of
love, their own need for something and as we are gathered there, we all become one under
one roof, all joined by one heart. It’s a powerful picture that I paint for myself and one that fills
me with amazement every time. We know each other’s names, recognize each other’s faces
and our paths often cross outside of services but when we are all gathered there, in fellowship
and congregation, we all belong together. We are all being supported by one heart.
Sometimes, I do things without knowing why. My writing this is one of those times.
(Thank you, Sharon Thompson, for this heartfelt reflection.)

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Janice Crouse 1
Paul Del Molino 2
Sharon Thompson 2
Ryan McNelis 3
Shirley Straight 3
Bob Williams 4
Olga Despres 5
Jacki Zahn 5

Timothy Kane 6
Francesca Leclerc 6
Joan Williams 6
Paulette Lamontagne 9
James Reedy 11
Valerie Smith 16
Jen Wilson 26
Mickayla Herchen 27

Kim Murdoch 27
Harold Nelson 28
Rohan Dhupa 29
Walter Rogers 30
Isabelle Uttley 30
Zavier McNulty 31

MARCH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
George and Rosellen Russell 5
Jim and Emily Ritter 19
Robert and Audrey Poliquin 23

IN MEMORIAM
The St. Thomas’ Community was saddened by the recent deaths of two longtime parishioners. MARION WINSOR, age 99, died on February 8. She was
the widow of Paul Winsor and sang in the church choir for many years.
Reverend Susan conducted her funeral on February 25. Condolences are
extended to her daughters, her son, and her extended family.
And RICHARD (Rick) HULL, who had most recently been a member of the St.
Thomas’ vestry, died on February 14 at the age of 57. Rick leaves his loving
family, including three daughters, his sister Sandy Leigh, and other extended family.
His funeral was conducted at St. Thomas’ on February 17 by Reverend Susan. Our
Christian sympathies go out to all his loved ones.
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A Reflection
We are so busy, Lord,
we do not listen.
The world is so noisy, Lord,
we do not hear.
We do not hear what Your Spirit
is saying to each one of us.
We have been afraid of silence.
Lord, teach us to use Your gift of silence.
Teach us, Lord.
Anonymous

