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It is ALWAYS risky to thank people in ministry – because we run the risk of leaving out some
folks, and we never want to do that! But I have been feeling particularly thankful lately for so
many people as we have come through this rather dreadful winter into longer, warmer days.
In particular, and in no special order: I am thankful for our Parish Administrator, Joan. She
handles the office with such grace and good humor as we print more and more bulletins, and
we get busier. Some days the phone never stops and the doors are revolving ones – but she is
still smiling! (And to the ladies who fold our bulletins every week – a big thank you!) I so
appreciate that Karen Pare keeps us all informed with our monthly Newsletter, among many
other things that she does for St. Thomas.
I am grateful for our Wardens - Kim Murdoch and Rick Kyte, but also those who have “retired”
– Henry Dziadosz and Deb Farrar. Often Wardens just fade away. But not at St. Thomas! We
have former Wardens and Vestry members, too, who are very active and clearly love St.
Thomas – and for that I am indebted. Our Lay Eucharistic Visitors are behind the scenes,
bringing communion to our shut-ins, and for that I thank God regularly! I am also pleased to
have such an insightful Deacon postulate as an Intern – Jim Kelliher anticipates what I need
before I even ask! So MANY ministries are thriving, with leaders who are inspiring and getting
things done. Sharon Thompson wearing many hats with our bazaar and kitchen projects, all of
our Sunday school teachers, Donna Doris with her Altar Guild, Brian Larkin leading our choir.
Mimi Freeman and Jean Marz jumping in with music when needed. And I am so very
appreciative of the relationship I have with Don Parker – he is a valued colleague who not
only helps out in very real ways in our common life together, but is a sounding board when I
need one. Ryan McNelis recently stepped up to head up Outreach, and Charlie Miller has done
the same for the Property Committee. Barbara Whitman is going to be very busy in her role of
being in charge of Hospitality – she has that gift in spades!
I am delighted for ALL of you who say yes to new ministry challenges, stepping out of your
comfort zones to tiptoe into a new venture – what a gift that is for us and our beloved church!
Know that I pray for all of you often, and I am as elated today as I was five years ago when I
arrived, my love for all of you has only deepened. I, for one, am excited as we start Year Six
together – God is good – ALL the time!
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

Warden’s thoughts….
By Kimberly Murdoch, Senior Warden
I had the great thrill of being present in the Parish Hall
this Monday morning for the Department of Health’s approval
of our kitchen. I am in awe of and would like to acknowledge
the hours the Kitchen Committee spent planning and
designing, the classroom work of those who are now certified
to keep us safe, Henry and Rev. Susan’s countless telephone conversations, emails, and
trips to the hall to orchestrate all the inspections, the time and hard work of those who are
planning meals and cooking (yes, Sharon, 10 minutes after the inspection!) Also, the
efforts of those on the Strategic Planning Committee and Capital Campaign committee
whose efforts helped us realize the need and pulled together our financial resources to get
the job done. I congratulate our wonderful contractor whose efforts were highly
complimented by the inspectors. His work was 100% within compliance. They say it takes
a village. And what a wonderful village we are!
Throughout this process I kept thinking about the movie 1980’s movie “Field of
Dreams.” The theme was: If you build it, they will come. Well – now we have built it!
Imagine now the laughter and discussions at future dinners! Imagine the hustle and bustle
of holiday dinners in place of the silence of loneliness – for our own parishioners as well as
members of the community. Imagine our youth preparing meals
to be given to the hungry, the homeless. Outreach is limited only
by our imagination! If they cannot come to us, we will come to
them. All because we have walked in faith and have realized this
dream of a fully functioning and safe kitchen – to minister to God’s
people.
What an amazing opportunity God has provided for us!
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From the Desk of Fr. Don
Are you ready for another mini-course presented by me and Fritz Gorman? Well, I
am happy to announce that we have one all set to go! It is scheduled for the three
Wednesday nights after Easter (April 8, 15, & 22 - 7:00-8:30). We have called this
course: “BECOMING EASTER PEOPLE!”
As Christians, we ARE Easter People, we sometime just have to learn how we go
about being so. In these three sessions we all will have the opportunity to look at
Baptism & Confirmation. There are awesome benefits that open the doors for each
of us to live the full life promised by our Lord each and every day:
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
If you are presently living a Christ centered life to the fullest, enjoying God and the
“stuff” of the Kingdom of God, then this course is probably not for you. But if you
want to explore further the presence of God and the “stuff” of the Kingdom so as to
live as an Easter Person at home, at work, and at play, our plan is to help you do so
- in my quirky and not so pious style!

Come and see…..not me and Fritz, but Jesus!

●

●
●
●

Thursday, April 2nd at 7:00 pm. - Maundy Thursday Eucharist, foot
washing. & stripping of the altar
Friday, April 3rd, noon and 7:00 pm - Good Friday liturgy
Saturday, April 4th at 7:00 pm. – The Great Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 5th at 8:00 am. & 10:00 am. - Easter Day!

Children’s Holy Saturday Event
Saturday April 4th 12:30pm – 2:00pm
A time of learning and reflection especially appropriate for young children is being
offered during Holy Week. This will take place on Holy Saturday, April 4th from
12:30pm to 2:00pm. Hearing “The Way of the Cross” read by Rev. Susan will help our
youngest members understand what is happening in church during Holy Week. To help
hear the Easter story, we will use something called “Resurrection Eggs”. These are
colored eggs that each have a little surprise in them to help tell the story with a nice
visual we can pass around and talk about. We will then help give out hot cross buns
outside to people in the community, as well as giving them little cards which tell the
story.
Sign up in the parish hall to participate in this special program!

Join us for Easter Breakfast
8:45am - 9:45am on Easter Day –
If you would like to contribute to our Easter breakfast – that would be
lovely. Great items would include fruit, pastry, muffins, juice, deviled eggs,
coffee cake –OR - just surprise us!
We are prepared to celebrate Easter Day in true St. Thomas
fashion – and if you are bringing guests to worship with you-by all means
they are invited to join in the fun!
(AND there will be an Easter Egg Hunt on Easter morning
for all youngsters after the second service…)

MEN’S GROUP LOOKS TO THE FUTURE
Calling all St. Thomas’ men! An important meeting of the Men’s
Group will be held on Monday, April 13th, from 7 to 8 pm in the Parish
Hall. First up on the agenda will be planning for the annual June Yard
Sale. This event is a major fundraiser for the church, and among other
details, a date needs to be chosen and committees need to be formed.
Your input is needed and is valued!
A second matter under consideration is the formation of a
men’s St. Thomas’ Bowling Team! The recent bowling night
which the group sponsored proved so popular that interest
arose in creating such a group or in planning further bowling
evenings. Men’s Group members have been visiting local alleys
to discover which one is most suitable for their needs. Come and hear their impressions
and help with the planning as it goes forward.
Questions or concerns? See Russell Couture of Father Don. St. Thomas’ Men’s
Group is open to all men of the parish, ages 18 and up. See you on April 13th!

WINTER IS OVER!!!!!!
TIME TO RENEW……..
ON APRIL 20TH THE WINGS MEETING WILL BE ABOUT RENEWING YOUR SKIN AFTER THE HARSH
WINTER.
As a licensed Esthetician and Make-Up Artist, I look forward to giving some helpful tips on Skin
Care and for whoever is game, I will do some Make Up applications.
So let’s get the glow back in our face and have some fun!!! Join us on Monday the 20th at 6pm
in the Parish Hall!
Carol Dickinson

OUTREACH EFFORTS HIGHLIGHTED!

Dear Friends,
As many of you have heard, my ministry is the work and service that I provide at the Afia Center.
This agency operates a food pantry for the clients of Aids Project RI. Much of the food that is
provided is obtained from the RI Community Food Bank. The clients, many of them, receive
minimal support and assistance from the state and federal government. Although we are able to
acquire food, we are seldom afforded the opportunity to obtain certain personal care items that we
take for granted daily. It is for this reason, and my hope, that we at St. Thomas, can assist in
providing such items as: Mouthwash (Non-alcoholic), shampoo/conditioner, body wash, body
lotion, disposable razors (men’s/women’s), shave cream, and toothpaste. We will be collecting one
item on each of the six Sundays following Easter. The schedule and designated items are
suggested, however any and all items collected at any time are so greatly appreciated, needed, and
will be graciously accepted. A collection box will be located in the Parish Hall.
Sunday April 12 (Second Easter):

Mouthwash (Non-alcoholic)

Sunday April 19 (Third Easter):

Body Wash

Sunday April 26 (Fourth Easter):

Body Lotion

Sunday May 3 (Fifth Easter):

Razors/Shave Cream

Sunday May 10 (Sixth Easter):

Shampoo/Conditioner

Sunday May 17 (Seventh Easter):

Toothpaste/Toothbrushes

On behalf of the staff and volunteers of The Afia Center, I thank you for your
support of this ministry and your generosity.
Faithfully, Jim Kelliher

MILE OF PENNIES COLLECTION CONTINUES
The Mile of Pennies collection fund is still underway! So far enough money has been
collected to pay for 8 swim scholarships at the Smithfield YMCA. Our goal is to pay
for 13 scholarships, which is the number a mile of pennies would cover. We still
need a little over $300 in pennies to meet this target! So if you have pennies to spare,
we would appreciate your donation to this project. Just place them in the large glass
jar in the Parish Hall. It would be wonderful if we could reach our goal by June, just
in time for summer swim!
Janice Crouse, project coordinator

SPRING IS COMING!
This month, we will be collecting “Gardening Items” to make up
a Penny Social Basket.
We are looking for NEW items such as small tools, gardening
gloves, small watering can, etc.
If you would like to donate, please leave in the hall and mark
“Penny Social”
Thanks!
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HOSPITAL VISITATION

Please let the church office know (949-2260) if you or someone in your family is in
the hospital so that we may extend pastoral care. With government regulations, the
Health Information Portability Accountability Act (HIPAA), if a hospitalized person
does not choose to be listed in the directory, one would not know about his/her being
in the hospital. I cannot visit if I am unaware someone is in the hospital!
On that note, we must honor confidentiality when folks are ill. If you ask me how
someone is doing, please understand that when I will not discuss anything specific I’m
simply practicing good pastoral care practices. Any time I announce in church or in
conversation how someone is faring, it is always with their permission. If I am not
free to share specifics, and you are close to the person or the family, you may wish to
contact them yourself. And if not, it is certainly always appropriate to send a note or
card simply saying that you are thinking of them and wish them well. Susan+

SOMETHING’S COMING…
A new ministry is being born in the form of a Prayer Room! This will be a
separate space within the church buildings complex which is devoted to prayer
for those in need. Plans are to staff the room with trained members of the
Prayer Ministry. It would probably be open for two-hour periods twice a week
to start. If you would like more information, have questions, or would like to
be involved, please see or email Father Don at healing12@verizon.net, or see
Cheryl Hodgins, Nancy Burton, or Lois Whittaker. And stay tuned as plans
develop further!

Cookies! Cookies! Cookies!

Happy Spring to all!
Along with all delights this season ushers in, is our “Spring Cookie Sale”!
This event will take place along with the May Breakfast on Saturday, May 2nd from 7 to 10am.
Plates of cookies and fudge will be wrapped up in pretty packages…perfect for gift giving, or
pampering yourself.
Please be on the lookout for details regarding the cookie workshops that will be held at church.
The information will be posted on our website and announced after services.
This will be a fabulous opportunity to bond over baking and enjoy all the perks of our fabulous
new kitchen. Also, we would love for people to bake at home and drop off cookies and fudge.
Especially welcome at this time, would be dainty spring confections such as butterflies, flowers,
ladybugs, etc. You can even do this ahead of time, freeze and defrost closer to the May Breakfast.
What fun it will be to gather to decorate and wrap a few days before the event!

You will find sign-up sheets in the parish hall shortly, and additional details will follow.

MAY BREAKFAST
The kitchen is ready! The weather is warming up! So why not celebrate Spring
at St. Thomas’ old fashioned May Breakfast. Save the date and come one, come all
and bring some family and friends with you!
Saturday, May 2, 2015 from 7-10 a.m.
Adults: $7.00

5-12 yrs old: $3.00 Under 5: Free

Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Homefries, Pancakes, Muffins, Fruit, Tea, Coffee, Apple
Juice, Orange Juice (Wow! What a menu and it is All You Can Eat, too!)
And by the way, I’m looking for volunteers to help out. “Many hands make light work”
for everyone. If you are on the email list, you will be receiving an email that will
allow you to sign up for the various jobs needed to make this a GREAT community
event. If you aren’t on the email list, there will be a sign- up sheet posted on the
bulletin board in the Parish Hall where you can sign up for the various jobs. There
will also be a sign-up sheet for anyone who would like to donate food items needed for
the breakfast and another one for those who would be willing to bake muffins.
Any questions? Feel free to contact me, Deb Tower, at 568-8294.
Ticket Reservations: Call 568-8294 or 949-2060.

Doing Spring housecleaning? Be sure to save your no-longer-needed items
for the Annual Yard Sale, sponsored by the Men’s Club, coming in June!!
Stay tuned for further details!

Altar Flowers/Sanctuary Candle
Did you know that you can dedicate Altar Flowers any week
of the year? (except during Lent)

Did you know you can dedicate the Sanctuary Candle any week of the year?
Each week two sets of flowers are placed behind the altar next to the Aumbry/
Tabernacle* (except during Lent). And if you have never noticed, the Sanctuary Candle**
burns behind the altar to the right in a red glass cover.
For those of you who don’t know, altar flowers can be dedicated each week of the year
(except during Lent). The cost is $35.00 per week per floral arrangement. This means two
floral dedications can take place each week. This is a great way to keep our worship
beautiful while remembering a loved one or friend, or being thankful for life’s blessings.
The Sanctuary Candle can also be dedicated each week (including Lent). The cost to
dedicate the candle is $10.00 per week. This is another way to keep our worship beautiful
and slightly less costly than flowers.
Attached in this newsletter is a copy of the form that needs to be completed to make any
dedications/memorials for flowers or the candle. Forms can also be found in the
Narthex****.
Please keep in mind that dedications are made on a first come first served basis.
*Aumbry/Tabernacle--the enclosed cabinet behind the altar where the Reserved
Sacrament*** is kept.
**Sanctuary Candle—this candle burns 24/7 as long as there is reserved sacrament in the
Aumbry.
***Reserved Sacrament--consecrated Bread and Wine.
****Narthex---entrance to the church.
If you have any questions, or need more information, you can see Donna Doris, Altar Guild
Directress, or any other member of the Altar Guild. We will be glad to speak with you
about our ministry.

Come Join Us!
Saturday May 16th from 9:00am to 3:00pm
for a “Day of Healing” Conference

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
is pleased to announce our first Conference for the Healing
Ministry of the Northern Rhode Island Chapter of The

Order of Saint Luke

Key-Note Speaker: Ms. Gail Rogers,
Director of the Order of Saint Luke, Region 1 (New England)

This conference will include break-out sessions on healing,
prayer, and much more, and will conclude with a Healing
Service. There will be music and a lovely lunch.
Donation is $7.00. Make a reservation by May 11th
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church is located at the corner of Route
44 and 116 (1 Smith Avenue) in Greenville, RI
Please call the church at 401-949-2260 to register.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Kelly Villanueva 4
Richard Kyte 7
Bev Wilson 7
Ron Slocum 8
Al Marz 9

Brian Carpenter 10
Robert Poliquin 10
Adrienne Harris 12
Heather DeSantiago 17
Donna Myers 19

Ray Scungio 19
Joelle Fournier 20
Ella Trementozzi 25
Carol Slocum 26
Eugene DiMillo 28

APRIL WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Larry and Kim Murdoch 11
Mark and Leigh-Ann Plante 15
Peter and Beth Trementozzi 21
David and Lisa Coleman 22
Timothy and Lori Kane 25
Chris and Melissa Todd 26
Dan and Tina McCormick 27

We have Gluten Free!
St. Thomas offers Gluten Free wafers for those who prefer to have them. If you
would like a Gluten Free wafer, please see Reverend Susan prior to the service so
she can prepare a Gluten Free Eucharist for you.
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Oh God, who by the glorious resurrection of your son Jesus Christ
destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light: Grant that we,
who have been raised with him, may abide in his presence and rejoice in
the hope of eternal glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be dominion and praise for ever and ever.
Amen.
Collect for Tuesday in Easter Week, BCP

April 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—noon
Crafting group

6:00-8:00

Lenten Soup

7:00
Maundy
Thursday
service

Fri

3

4 12:30– 2:00

Noon - Good
Friday service

Hot Cross buns
& children’s
program
7:00pm Great Easter
Vigil service

7:00pm Good Friday
service

& Study

8:00 HE
Breakfast!
10:00 HE

12
8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

19
8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

6

7

8
9:00 HE &

7:00pm

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Group

Wellness
ministry

13

Healing service

9:30—noon

9

Sat

10

11

6:30pm Vestry

Crafting group

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

14

7:00-8:30
“Becoming an
Easter people”

15

5:30—HE

16

17

18

9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—noon
7:00pm Men's
Group

20

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

21

Crafting group

7:00-8:30
“Becoming an
Easter people”

22

5:30—HE

23

24

25

9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—noon
6:00-8:00pm

WINGS

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

26

27

28

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

Crafting group

7:00-8:30
“Becoming an
Easter people”

29
9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—noon
7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

7:00-8:30
Deanery mtg.

Crafting group
7:00-9:00pm
“Episcopal 101”

5:30—HE

30

Coming
soon!
May 2nd
May Breakfast
& Cookie Sale

