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At our Vestry retreat day back in February, it was decided that we would concentrate on
two major areas in the upcoming year. One of the areas was Outreach. By updating our
kitchen, the way has been paved to do more hands-on ministry. Several new projects are
being planned – stay tuned! And our Deacon Candidate, Jim Kelliher, is gratified at the
incredible support for his project in collecting all of the personal care items for the Afia
Center folks who need our help. Keep them coming in – St. Thomas folks are SO generous!
And of course, we are always collecting groceries for the food bank, and food and supplies
for the various animal shelters. Those are quiet ministries that are appreciated by the many
recipients.
The second area we are concentrating on is the area of fellowship – which simply means
hanging out together and enjoying each other’s company! Where does this happen? Well, it
has primarily been at Coffee Hour after each of our Sunday services, and will now resume
at our various dinners and breakfasts. But to really get to know each other, we need to be
even more intentional. One way is to attend one of the programs that are already in place –
adult formation classes, such as Episcopal 101 & Bible study on Tuesday nights, or the Book
Club or WINGS and the Men’s Group. (Just look at our busy calendar for those
opportunities!)
But I want to offer you another fun option. Sometimes people say to me that they look
around at church and notice so many people they don’t know. Hmmm – how can we change
that? Well – at large events, it can be hard to have conversations with everyone, so what
about if we have a series of smaller opportunities? A great idea came up in conversation
(thank you, Jane!) We are going to have something called “Alphabet Soup Night”! This will
involve inviting smaller groups of people to an easy potluck dinner on the Friday nights in
May and June. How will you be invited, you might ask? By the first letter of your last name!
Bring a dish to share and everyone in your family come to your night for fun, games,
conversation and good food! So look for your invitation to come to a great night of
fellowship – and I have dibs on providing a big pot of Alphabet Soup for each of them!
Blessings,
Rev. Susan+

Senior Warden Thoughts….
By Kimberly Murdoch,
Senior Warden
We are in a time of anticipation of the final touches on our kitchen. It has received all
the necessary seals of approval. Dinners have been served and our first breakfast will be this
month. Spring is slowly arriving and green can be seen in the landscape, much appreciated
after a very long, cold winter! AND the roofers are going to begin
work on the rectory. This is a wonderful outward sign of the life of
our church. We are stewards for all of our property. Hopefully,
resurgence in donations to the capital campaign will allow this
project to be completed by summer’s end.
There are going to be times when the “financial well” will be low.
We anticipated this when preparing the short and long term plan for
our church. Cash outlays for the more costly projects like the alarm system and kitchen
depleted the first phase of donations to the capital campaign. The long winter has resulted in
large heating bills. These little growing pains are a necessary part of the growth process. The
vestry is carefully weighing all decisions in a conservative and prayerful manner. We are fully
supported in our decisions by the Bishop.
Despite all changes and expenditures, we are current in our financial responsibilities including
apportionment, loan payments to the diocese, salaries, and all monthly expenses. We have
taken this trip in faith together and God has provided for us!
Enjoy the spring, my friends.

A Note From Your Assistant Treasurer
A few folks have asked about statements for their first quarter pledges. You may recall that we
approved a new set of bylaws last year. One of the new rules is that pledge reports will be
issued only twice yearly, in July and January, to save money on postage, stationery, and ink. If
you need or want an updated pledge statement before July, just let me know or leave a note
with Joan at the rectory, and I’ll be glad to provide you with your update. Thanks!
John Gallonio, Assistant Treasurer

From the Desk of Fr. Don

So many exciting things are happening in our parish on many “fronts”!
I want to draw your attention to two of these things - A DAY OF HEALING conference,
and A ROOM OF PRAYER. Both of these ministries come out of the Order of St. Luke,
but are not exclusively by and for members of OSL.
The DAY OF HEALING CONFERENCE is planned for Saturday, May 16, and is a
conference sponsored by the Order of St. Luke AND St. Thomas’. This will be a day of
workshops concerning the healing ministry, a special music group, a delicious lunch,
and a Healing Service, all between the hours of 9:00am and 3:00pm. This is offered to
all of the members of St. Thomas’ as well as to members of the other congregations in
the diocese, so do plan to come! You cannot imagine how excited Rev. Susan and I are
about hosting this conference!
The second ministry that I want to bring to your attention is one that Is brand spanking
new: A ROOM OF PRAYER. This will be a room downstairs in the parish hall
designated for prayer and healing. Ministry teams will take turns in the room praying for
anyone who would like to be prayed with for any reason! When no one comes in for
healing prayer during any of the shifts, the teams will pray very specifically and in a
focused way for individuals, ministries, and Issues concerning the congregation.
Now here is the important part:
YOU are invited to serve on one of the healing teams! Ongoing training by myself
and/or Rev. Susan will be necessary to qualify to be on a prayer team. Prayer team
members will be commissioned during a Sunday morning worship service.
Here’s some good news: No previous experience is needed – only a desire to learn how
to pray WITH and FOR individuals and for our awesome congregation. Pray about this
and call me (401 349-2430) or email me (healing12@verizon.net), or call the church
office
Training will begin at a time to be announced soon.
Where to begin? How about attending our Healing Conference on May 16th?!

Come Join Us!
Saturday May 16th from 9:00am to 3:00pm
for a “Day of Healing” Conference

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
is pleased to announce our first
Conference for the Healing Ministry of the
Northern Rhode Island Chapter of

The Order of Saint Luke

This conference will include break-out sessions on
healing, prayer, music by the “Hymns & Hers” and much
more, and will conclude with a Healing Service. Does
your parish want to find some new tools to use in
offering a healing service? Then this might be the event
for you! And there will be a lovely lunch provided for us.
Donation is $7.00. Make a reservation by May 11th

Cookies! Cookies! Cookies!

‘Twas the week before cookie sale, when all through St. Thomas’,
not a diet surviving, this I can promise…
_______________________________ ______
I don’t know about you all, but I’ve got visions of confectionary creations dancing in my head…
And with good reason. The baking is in full swing, and it is going to be lovely, indeed. Our sugar
cookie workshops (held last week) in our brand new kitchen were both successful and great
fun! A heartfelt thank you goes out to all those who participated and supported in any way.
On April 30th from 2pm to 7pm, members of the cookie crew will be waiting in the parish hall
to greet you and receive any baked goods you would like to contribute. Please be sure to label
the items and specify if they contain nuts.
And join us at the May Breakfast, Saturday, May 2, from 7 to 10 am, when you can purchase
these delectable items for yourself! Happy munching!
Thank you & God Bless,
The cookie crew (spring 2015)

Capital Campaign Update

Good News! The contractor will be starting work on the rectory roof in around two
weeks, dependent on the weather. Not so Good News! At the moment, we are cutting it
pretty close with our funds, so we wanted to share that fact with all of you.
We do have a tidy sum of money pledged, but it is going to be close funding this
particular project. The Capital Campaign Committee voted unanimously to go ahead
with this renovation for several reasons. We had a commitment from the roofer from
last fall and so we are already in his schedule, and he is booked solidly until November –
as you can imagine there is a lot of roofing damage out there. We were lucky to come
through the winter with no damage from ice dams – whew! We may not be so lucky if we
wait another year. Also, the roof needs to be done before the painting can begin. Our
Bishop has been adamant about our need to repair our roofs.
How can you help? Well, if you've already pledged, and have not paid this year's portion
and are able to, would you consider paying it early? We would also love to begin the
painting of the rectory this summer, which we would like to finish before the bad
weather moves in again. But we will only proceed with painting with the funds in hand.
The rectory was built in 1880 and is on the National Historic Register, as is the church.
We lost one historic building on Putnam Pike a few weeks ago because it had not been
maintained and was "too far gone" to save. We really don't want to see that happen with
our rectory. It is time to stop the deferred maintenance.
If you've pledged, thank you! If you can see your way clear to write a check now,
please do. And if you have not yet pledged, please consider doing so. This is our
heritage that we are trying to preserve so it will stand as our legacy for future
generations of parishioners. Won’t you join in and help us “Build our Future”?
Respectfully submitted,
Charlie Miller
Property Committee Chairman

MEN”S AND WOMEN”S GROUPS MAKE MAY PLANS
Do you enjoy spending fun time with your fellow parishioners? Would you like to
meet others in an informal setting which allows you to enjoy yourself? If so, the Women’s
Group (WINGS: Women in Need of Growing Spiritually) and Men’s Group of St. Thomas’
offer opportunities to do this every month! All men and women of the church are invited.
This month the Men’s Group will be showing their skills at a night of bowling, to be held
Wednesday, May 13th at the Johnston Town Lanes. These are duckpin-style
alleys which offer a traditional type of bowling. You can see any member of the
Men’s Group after a church service for more information or to add your name to
the list. The event will start at 7pm.
WINGS will meet on Monday, May 18, from 6 to 8pm in the Parish Hall, to finish up
baby quilts which they began at an earlier meeting. Under the
guidance of Carolyn Villanova they will complete the step of tying the
quilts’ backs to the fronts. This is a simple skill that all can enjoy,
reminiscent of an old-fashioned quilting bee, and it allows plenty of
time for conversation along the way! Once finished, the quilts will be
donated to a children’s charity. Come and enjoy the fun of this
outreach project, along with refreshments.

IT’S BACK…!!!!!
The annual gigantic, fantastic, totally awesome Yard Sale at
St. Thomas’ will be held on Saturday, June 13th from 7am to 3pm and
on Sunday, June 14th from 7am to noon. We will begin accepting donations on Saturday,
May 30th. Please DO NOT bring any items to the church before this date, as we have no
place to store them! (AND we are hosting a dinner on the 29th!) Also remember that we
cannot accept any electronic devices, such as televisions and computers. They do not sell
and then we must pay to get rid of them! We are looking for gently-used clothing,
housewares, books, tools, toys (no stuffed animals, please) and furniture. As you do your
spring housecleaning, make a pile for this event. We will have a sign-up sheet in the Parish
Hall for people to help set up and to sell at the sale. Also, expect some delicious lunch
specials and take-home dinners from our new kitchen! More details will follow…. Thanks
for your support and help.

John Gallonio, Men’s Club

It’s Time to Sign Up for ECC!

Brochures for the summer camping season at the Episcopal Conference Center are
now available in the narthex of the Church. There are many different camps
appropriate for children from as young as those entering the second grade in
September to those who will be entering their senior year in high school. I would
LOVE to talk to you about ECC and answer any questions about this awesome camp!
Also, you should know that we don’t want any child or young person to have to forgo
the experience of a week at ECC because of financial reasons. So, if you are in
need of a scholarship, please speak with me…….Susan+

CAN YOU HELP?
Wanted!!!

One intrepid individual who has no fear of heights (!), to climb

the bell tower and grease the yokes for the bell. Supplies, instructions,
and support (ground level only!) will be provided. Call Charlie Miller at 2317956 or email him at vet9225@gmail.com.
Also needed: A person able to cut a window into a door so it can meet
Safe Church standards for our new Prayer Room. Again, call or email
Charlie.

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal spiritual experiences are welcomed.
Email: klplamb24@gmail.com

ARE THERE GRADS IN YOUR FAMILY?

May and June are traditional months for graduations from all levels of
learning, from preschool to college, and even beyond! Do you have a son, daughter,
or grandchild who will be graduating this spring? If so, we are sure you are proud
of them and would like to share the news with your church family. You can assure
that your grad is recognized in the June Newsletter by sending his/her name, the
school they are graduating from, any outstanding honors they may have received
(or special interests), and their plans for the future to Karen Pare at
klplamb24@gmail.com by May 20th. Or you may hand-write the information and
give it to Karen at church. We are eager to have everyone included, so make a note
to yourself now and watch our June issue for news of your grad and others.

BAPTISM NEWS
Congratulations to Liam John Paquette, who was baptized by Reverend
Susan at the 10:00 service on Sunday, April 12th. Liam is the son of
Jessica Despres and is an enthusiastic member of the St. Thomas’
Sunday School. Best wishes, Liam, and may God bless you each day of
your life! Your new church family welcomes you!

ST. THOMAS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Web site: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9am to 1pm or by appointment

LOOK FOR THE AED IN A CRISIS!!

Did you know that we have an AED (Automated External Defibrillator)
hanging on the inside wall of our Parish Hall in a large white cabinet? Thanks to the
efforts of Kim Murdoch, St. Thomas’ was awarded a grant to purchase an AED.
Best of all, the program is animated and can talk even a lay person through the
process of using the defibrillator just by pushing the “start” button. In any
emergency, every second counts, and knowing where to find the defibrillator and
retrieving it quickly can make the difference between life and death.
The machine is automated, so that it is programmed to analyze the heart’s
rhythm. It has sticky pads which are placed directly on the skin, making it
external. The pads deliver an electric shock which stops the heart momentarily,
allowing it to restart at a regular rate and rhythm. Of course dialing 911 is also
part of the process.
St. Thomas’ Health Ministry urges you to locate the AED on your next trip
to the Parish Hall so you would be able to locate it if the need were to arise.
Thanks to Deb Lusignan for this information

OUTREACH TO AFIA CENTER CONTINUES
Our Deacon Candidate Jim Kelliher is thrilled with
the outpouring of toiletries which he requested to help
the Afia Center, serving clients of Aids Project RI!
Items are being collected throughout the Easter season;
don’t forget to add your contribution to the growing pile
in the Parish Hall. Specific items needed are:
May 3: Razors and shaving cream
May 10: Shampoo and conditioner
May 17: Toothpaste and toothbrushes
Thanks to all who have donated to this worthy cause!

Mangia! Mangia! Mangia!
Join us on Friday, May 29th for an evening of Italian
food and fun!
Antipasto - Homemade Meatballs - Pasta Sausage, Onions & Peppers - Garlic Bread - Dessert
We will have 2 seatings:
The first at 5:00pm and the second at 6:30pm
Tickets are $12 each and kids under 12 are free
Tickets are limited and will be on sale
starting May 2nd – don’t miss out on the first of our
planned Friday night events……
Want to win a beautiful Italian food basket? Raffle tickets
available at $2 each or 3 for $5. Good luck!

MAY BIRTHDAYS

Pauline Carpenter 2
Kate Placido 2
Alice Rachlow 2
David Coleman 3
McKinley Marz 3
Mason Marz 3
Valerie Booth 5
Donna Doris 6
Dorothy Blanchard 7

Alice Gardner 7
Patricia Wedda 8
Andrew Beason 12
Todd Hersey 14
Stephen Croteau 18
Ashleigh Plante 20
Andrew Kelley 21
Andrew Alcusky 22

Genevieve Colantonio 22
Susan McNulty 22
Michael Caine 24
Hannah Klug 24
John Crouse 25
Greg Coupe 26
Susan Lusignan 27
Caoilinn Gass 28
Donald Morrison 30

MAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Bill and Deb Tower 3
Fritz and Cate Gorman 10
Greg and Katrina Coupe 14
Marcelino and Heather DeSantiago
Michael and Phyllis Spaziano 14
Jeffrey and Gina Gales 15
Charles and Adrienne Harris 16
Wayne and Carol Derosier 20
Carlos and Anna Rivera 21
Bud and Marion Williams 21
Joseph and Michelle Gartner 22
David and Valerie Booth 25
Wayne and Marie Piadade 27
Bob and Marcia Bubolz 29
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2
7:00-10:00am
May breakfast
& Cookie Sale

3

4

5

6
9:00 HE &

7:00pm

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Group
7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

8:00 HE
Youth
Sunday

10:00 HE

Wellness
ministry

7

8

9

Healing service

9:30—noon
Crafting group

5:30—HE

7:00-9:00pm
“Episcopal 101”

10

11

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

17

8:00 HE

12

9:30—noon
Crafting group

7:00pm Men's
Group

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

7:00-9:00pm
“Episcopal 101”

18

19

20

16”Day of
Healing”
9:00-3:00pm

6:30pm Vestry

5:30—HE

21

22

23

9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—noon

ECC open
house 3:30pm

6:00-8:00pm

WINGS

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

24

25

26

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

15

Healing service

9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

31

13 9:00 HE & 14

Crafting group

27

5:30—HE

28

29

30

9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—noon
7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

Crafting group

7:00-8:30
5:00 & 6:30
Deanery mtg.
Italian

Dinner
Save
the date:
June 28th
Church
Picnic!

5:30—HE
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A Celtic Night Prayer
The stillness of God be mine this nightthat I may sleep in peace.
The awareness of angels be mine this nightthat I may be alert to unseen mysteries.
The company of saints be mine this nightthat I may dream of the river of love.
The life of Christ be mine this nightthat I may be truly alive to the morning;
that I may be truly alive.

