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I love holidays and all of the many traditions that surround these special
times in my family life. But to be honest, I find as I get older I really have come to
appreciate everyday life – the ordinary times, if you will. That rhythm of life that
takes place daily, that is part of our regular routine.
A family member loves going out to lunch or dinner and will frequently say
that he gets tired of being in his apartment, and that all he wants to do is “get
out!” And I usually quickly answer by saying that because I am out so much on the
road to meet with parishioners and go to appointments, all I really want to do is
“get in!” “Getting in” to me means being in the home I love with the people I love.
It is the comfort of the ordinary rhythm of life.
We are entering into a period of time in the life of the Church called
“Ordinary Time.” This season of the Church year stretches out into the distance –
Lent and Eastertide are behind us, Advent and Christmas are a long way ahead of
us. We have the opportunity to relax comfortably into our life together – BEING
together in companionable silence, prayer and song together in worship. Shoulder
to shoulder maintaining our common property – maybe even cooking supper together
and washing the dishes!
In Ordinary Time, the Church celebrates the mystery of Christ and all of
the ways we reside together in our Christian community. The readings during the
liturgies of Ordinary Time help to instruct us on how to live out our Christian faith
in our daily lives. And I love that the liturgical color for Ordinary Time is green, a
sign of hope and growing, living things! So as much as we may enjoy all of our lovely
and special events and traditions – let us lean into this wonderful, renewing time
together as we explore what it means to be faithful disciples of our Lord. Being
mindful of our many blessings together will help to turn Ordinary Time into
Extra-ordinary Time!
Blessings,
Rev. Susan+

Warden’s thoughts….

By Kimberly Murdoch, Senior Warden

I had the wonderful opportunity to attend the Italian Dinner
this past weekend. I couldn’t help but notice the diversity of our great
church family (and extended family.) I knew there were various
recipes discussed and then used for ethnic meatballs. It made me
think of Sharon’s evening teaching us about England. We all have so much to share! SO
MANY CONVERSATIONS! During our meal, the Kanes, Larry and I laughed as we shared
job experience stories from legal to medical to education. Rev. Susan spoke with some
folks at the table about various herbs and flowers that attract hummingbirds. I met
friends of parishioners from Massachusetts who just “came for dinner”. It was like a big
family reunion. AND THE KITCHEN CREW…. WOW!… BETTER SERVICE IS NOT TO BE
FOUND. FROM THOSE ‘STIRRING THE POTS’ TO THOSE SETTING THE TABLES, WHAT A
GREAT GROUP.
During the first seating, I was employed as a greeter/ticket
seller. Not a bad job, offering to people walking in a tremendous meal
from antipasto to gelato with homemade cookies - all for $12.00! I
thought of all the roles that were filled at this wonderful dinner and all
the various roles I have filled and will fill in the future. We all have
roles as family members and those roles continually change as life
changes but it is that cooperative dynamic that keeps the special unity
alive in our parish family. How happy our Father must be (as any father would be) to
watch his family enjoying time together in their place of worship. Although it may not
always be “Italian Dinner Night” our family is always there for whatever may unfold in
this life.
Your table is waiting………………………………………..
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From the Desk of Fr. Don

The Northern Rhode Island Chapter of the Order of St. Luke (now there’s a
mouthful!) is a ministry of St. Thomas’. And we have planned two major
projects. The first one happened on May 16, and was a “Day of Healing
Conference” that was enjoyed by more than forty people from eleven
congregations. The day was blessed in every way!
The second project is in the works! That is the creation of a “Room of Prayer”.
This will be a special place where teams of people will be available to pray
WITH and FOR people. Sometimes folks who need prayer are not able to
attend one of our healing services, and this will offer more opportunities for
healing prayer to happen. These teams will also pray for individuals and
ministry teams in our congregation.
This new prayer ministry is not meant to replace any other prayer ministry in
the parish – there can never be enough prayer offered in a congregation! It is
intended to be more of a team effort. Offering “hands on” opportunities for
healing, peace, and comfort with focused prayer for the life of the
congregation will be wonderful.
Here’s the good part: YOU can be a member of one of the praying teams! Like
any ministry done well, there will be a level of commitment, training, and
accountability expected.
Training will begin soon – stay tuned.
Please pray about this and contact me (healing12@verizon.net) if you would
like to explore and see if this new ministry is one you would find fulfilling.

Is there anyone else who drags their feet when it comes to taking care of financial
planning for the future? Even though we KNOW it is important, it can be intimidating.
Well, do we have some good news for YOU! This series will be beneficial no matter what
stage of life you might be at – taking away even one new idea that is helpful makes this
worth attending. AND we encourage you to invite friends and family!
St. Thomas is excited to welcome Financial Representatives Jon Skov and Bryan
Schmeling from Crossroad Financial Associates of Thrivent Financial to partner with us.
Jon and Bryan will give a series of three informative workshops on financial planning
during critical stages of life. The first workshop, Wednesday, June 3, from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. in the Parish Hall, will outline the financial basics as well as planning for retirement
early in life. The second workshop, Wednesday, June 10, from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., will
provide information on planning during the pre-retirement to retirement stage of life.
The third workshop, Wednesday, June 17, will focus on retirement into legacy. We
encourage you to sign up for these wonderful opportunities.
Thrivent Financial is a faith based financial services organization that helps people be
wise with money and live generously. As a membership organization, it offers its nearly
2.4 million member-owners a broad range of products, services and guidance from
financial representatives nationwide. For more than a century it has helped members
make wise money choices that reflect their values while providing them opportunities to
demonstrate their generosity where they live, work and worship. For more information,
visit Thrivent.com. You can also find them on Facebook and Twitter.
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Five Wishes Workshop
Our Health Ministry Team has planned another opportunity for our parish. We want to continue
the conversation about Advanced Care Planning with a daytime session. Please join us on
Thursday, June 11th from 10am – noon for a one day workshop presented by Gentiva
Hospice. You will need a copy of the Five Wishes Booklet ahead of time. How do you register?
Well – you can:
Sign up in the parish hall
Stop in the parish office during office hours
Talk to Susan+ or Gigi Uttley
Email the office – office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Call and leave a message with your name to register
So – there are a LOT of ways to make this happen! We often put off endof-life discussions, but it is SO very satisfying when they are over. This event will include a
presentation on the Five Wishes booklet and educational resources will be available to help
with getting health care-related documents in place.
And THEN on Sunday, June 21st from 11:30-12:30 you are invited to come to a workshop
session on planning your own funeral. Reverend Susan will take us through some of the
decisions that must be made to arrange the kind of service that would be right for you and your
family. There will be plenty of time for questions and answers as different issues pop up in our
workshop. All of the paperwork will be available to take with you so that you can thoughtfully
make some choices that might be meaningful to you – music, Scripture readings and other
personal preferences. You can file your paperwork anytime with Reverend Susan to keep in the
office. We look forward to having you attend either or both of these sessions to begin these
important conversations.
This is for folks of all ages who want to have some peace of mind and some information to help
make informed decisions. Having your affairs together is a priceless gift to your family! AND –
you may invite family and friends – all are welcome!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Replacement of the Rectory roof is underway! Hopefully it will take
only a few weeks to complete this job. And soon afterward the kitchen will
be finished. The contractor is waiting for the doors and drawers to be
shipped, and once they are received, they will be painted and prepped and then
installed.

The kitchen is 98% finished, and we have been using it for church functions
without any problems. It has passed all inspections and is fully operational. Those
using it have found the space and layout conducive to efficient use. Although we are all
eager to see the kitchen fully completed, doors and all, we need to be patient at this
point, celebrate what has been completed, and enjoy the use of it.
It appears that the roof will be the last project we are able to complete this year.
Presently we do not have funds available for the remainder of the Capital Campaign
projects, including painting the Rectory and repairing the stained glass windows. While
some of the money needed for these projects has been received, we do not have a
sufficient amount to complete any of the remaining projects at the current time.
If you have pledged, thank you! If you haven’t yet pledged, please prayerfully
consider doing so. These facilities are our heritage, and we need to maintain them and
preserve them as our legacy to future generations.
To learn more about pledging, or to make a pledge, see any member of the Capital
Campaign Committee or Vestry. They are here to help!
Respectfully submitted,
Charlie Miller
Property Committee Chairman

A CALL FOR SMALL-SCALE BUILDERS
Do you have the talent to build small houses? We are looking
for folks with woodworking skills to make some birdhouses for the
Holly Berry Bazaar. We have Audubon plans for several styles of
houses; the crafting group can do the finishing touches of sanding and
painting. Other styles just need assembly according to the directions.
Please contact Marty Brown between Sunday services or at 949-1272 if you can
help!

GRADUATION NEWS
St. Thomas’ families have a bumper group of graduates this year, from
preschool to advanced degrees. Let’s honor them all…
--Our youngest graduate is Taylor Coupe, daughter of Greg and Katrina, who
will graduate from preschool at Bright Start Academy and go on to kindergarten at
Anna McCabe School in Smithfield. Taylor is looking forward to kindergarten,
especially because she won’t have to take a nap!
--Faye Harwell, granddaughter of Jim and Emily Ritter, graduated from
Clark University in Worcester MA, receiving a BS Degree in Biology. Faye will
pursue her Master’s Degree in Biology at Clark, preparing for a career in field
research.
--Mimi Freeman’s granddaughter Cassie Audette received her Master’s
Degree in Oceanography from URI. Cassie has accepted a job at URI’s Alton Jones
campus.
--Pat Laird is proud to announce that her grandson, Colin Staab, will
graduate from Hopkinton (MA) High School, and will be entering the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst, where he will study Neuroscience.
--Jean and Al Marz have two graduates in their family! Peter Ragosta, Jr.
graduated from Trinity College in Hartford CT and is seeking a job in the business
field. Peter has already received two job offers. His sister Katherine Ragosta
will graduate from LaSalle Academy, where she took part in Mock Trial and was a
Senate Page, and will attend Sewanee College in Tennessee in the fall.
--Drew Wilson, granddaughter of Bev Wilson, will be graduating from
Johnston High School, where she was active in softball and choir, and will attend
CCRI in September.
We at St. Thomas’ congratulate all our graduates and wish them the best of
luck in their future endeavors! Their proud families will supply all the details.

THANK YOU!
What a wonderful evening! We served 148 dinners, made a profit of around
$1500, and it was such good food!
Thank you to all who helped make this evening such a great success……….our
leaders, Henry & Sharon, the cooks, the servers, the shoppers, the cleaneruppers, the greeters, the decorators, and of course the DINERS!
A thank you also to d.carlo restaurant for donating all the sauce – it was delicious
and so very generous. Please consider a visit to their restaurant on Rt. 7 in
Smithfield….
Any suggestions for the theme of our next dinner? Just let us know!
WINGS PLANS MOVIE NIGHT
St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of Growing Spiritually)
will enjoy a night at the movies at their next meeting, planned for Monday,
June 15, from 6 to 8 pm. The featured film will be “The Hundred Foot
Journey”, starring Helen Mirren as the sophisticated proprietor of an
upscale French restaurant who is enraged when an immigrant family from
India opens an open-air family style restaurant just across the street from hers.
Naturally, conflicts arise over the many cultural differences separating the two
eateries and their owners. Can they be overcome? The film invites us to consider
our own prejudices about those who are different from us. Come join us for
popcorn and refreshments as we enjoy this movie. All women of the church are
welcome!
At their May meeting, the group put the finishing touches on four crib-sized
quilts that will be donated to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Women and
Infants Hospital. Although the quilts took several sessions to complete, the
results were spectacular! Thanks to Carolyn Villanova for chairing this project.

THE NEWS IN BRIEF
--Sufficient donations have been received to pay for our new grill.
Watch for its debut at the annual picnic on Sunday, June 28. And
thanks to all who chipped in for this purchase.
--Jean Marz announces that “thanks to our wonderful parish, we are within
$600 of the $10,000 goal which the diocese set for our Episcopal Charities
contribution during 2015”! Jean finds this particularly significant because there
have been many other fundraisers, including the Capital Campaign, taking place at
the same time, and yet “you have still come through with so much help for our
needy neighbors”. She adds, “We are certainly living out our commitment to care
for and assist those struggling with difficult lives”. Jean and Kelly
Almieda have been our enthusiastic chairs through this process;
thank you, ladies! (Think we can make our goal? Hmmmmm!)
--Don’t forget to stop by at the annual Yard Sale, held in the
parish hall, on Saturday, June 13 from 8am to 3pm and Sunday,
June 14, from 7am to noon. You can be sure you’ll find the treasure you have been
seeking! Sign-up sheets for sorting the donations and working the sale are in the
parish hall. And there is a sign up email that has been sent to all families – open the
link now to check it out!
--Deb Farrar and Phyllis Spaziano remind us that the 2015 bazaar is only 24
weeks away, and it’s time to prepare for the Penny Social. This event is always
very popular with all ages. What can YOU do? You might join the team; there’s an
activity just right for you. We are looking for donations of new items and gift
cards. When you are on vacation this summer, perhaps you might spend some time
visiting local merchants to request a contribution. Or if you go away, you might
spot a unique item that would be perfect for the Penny Social itself. All these
small steps are needed to make our 2015 bazaar a success. You can contact Deb
Farrar at dfarrar@cox.net or 231-8857, or Phyllis Spaziano at
Phyllisspaziano@gmail.com or 524-7035 with questions. You may even catch us at
church!

St. Thomas’ Annual Picnic Planned!!

The Capital Campaign Committee is sponsoring a Parish Picnic! It will be
held on June 28th. Services will take place at 8:00 and 10:00am as usual.
The picnic will follow the 10:00am service at approximately 11:30am. The
Capital Campaign Committee will provide drinks and dessert. Bring
something to throw on the grill for your family. (We will be using our
brand new grill!!) And feel free to sign up to help set-up or clean-up. If you
wish to help out by bringing a side dish (non-dessert) to share, that would
be great! (a sign-up sheet is posted in the parish hall.) This will be the last
Sunday for Sunday School, so there will be awards for the students at our
10:00 service. And at the picnic, there will be special games, races and
activities for our children.
And to cap off our picnic, “Honoring our Past”, we will build our own ice
cream sundaes – in traditional St. Thomas’ fashion! So throw your lawn
chairs and blankets into the car and plan on joining us on Sunday, June
28th. See you there! Rain or shine – we will meet inside if the weather is
uncooperative!

Summer Camp at ECC

All young people from second grade through 2015 high school graduates are
invited to spend a week or two during the summer at the Episcopal
Conference Center, a place where fellowship, friendship and fun are the rules
of the day. The motto of the conference center sums it up for everyone who
attends:
"Those who enter here are strangers but once."
Most people who have spent time at ECC call it a second home! Brochures
for this year's programs are available at the entrance to the church and also
on line. Camperships are available to help defray the cost. Fill out the
paperwork provided online and submit to Rev. Susan if you need scholarship
help. St. Thomas’ will make sure that EVERY child who wishes to attend
camp is able to do so!
(Just click on the link below to access the ECC web site.)
http://www.eccri.org/summer-camp/

Shop AmazonSmile
Do you shop at Amazon online or know someone who
does? And did you know that by shopping at Amazon you
could be helping St. Thomas’ Church? Amazon has a program
called
AmazonSmile which is a website operated
by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same wide selection of
products,
low prices, and convenient shopping features as on the regular Amazon site. The difference is
that when customers shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organization selected by you! So if you use
Amazon online, please consider using AmazonSmile and select St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church,
Greenville, RI as your charity. Just sign in through the link below or create a new account if you
do not already have one and follow the step by step directions on screen.
https://smile.amazon.com/

https://smile.amazon.com/

THE 2015 ALTAR GUILD FLOWER CHART is posted on the wall at
the foot of the stairs from the Church to the Parish Hall. Parishioners are
invited to check the date they may desire to sign-up to dedicate flowers in
memory of/thanksgiving for loved ones or to commemorate special
occasions. Giving the flowers that decorate the altar for Sunday worship
services is a wonderful way to honor the special people and times in our
lives. We also often deliver the flowers after the second service on Sunday
to our shut-ins or those who are hospitalized -brightening their day as our
church family remembers them.
The Altar Guild asks for a donation of $35.00 for each request. Checks
should be made payable to St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church with “Altar Guild
flowers” noted on the memo line. Requests must be received at least 2
weeks in advance of the Sunday desired in order to be acknowledged in the
appropriate Sunday bulletin. If there are already two names on the date you
want, we request you to choose another date. Forms are available in the
narthex and should be turned in with your payment.

FAMILY BAPTISM A SPECIAL EVENT
On the Sunday of Pentecost, May 24, three members of the
Trementozzi family were received into the household of God as they were
baptized by Reverend Susan. Mom Beth and children Peter and Ella were
blessed by the sacrament of baptism. Welcome, Beth, Peter, and Ella, and
know that your church family is blessed by your presence!

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Claire Farrar 1
Dan McCormick 1
Thomas Caine 2
Elva Vanner 2
Richard Coyne 3
Michael Herchen 4
Stephen Herchen 4
Dennis Kohler 5
Maury Boulais 6
Elaine Passano 6

Cate Gorman 7
Maxx Doris 10
Mia Klug 10
Katrina Coupe 11
Jean Marz 11
Evelyn Young 15
Robert Caine 17
Alexandra Gales 17
Dave Lamontagne 18

Al Parrillo 19
Louise Sheldon 19
Cole Almieda 21
Frank Lusignan 21
Sandi Williams 23
Nancy Nelson 24
Cheryl Hodgins 26
Fritz Gorman 27
Lois Ware 27
Jon Thompson 28

JUNE WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Justin and Kaitlyn Turcotte 6
James and Janis Reedy 13
Joe and Claudia Amaral 14
Brian and Susan Carpenter 14
Frank and Deb Lusignan 14
Todd and Sally Hersey 19
Dave and Paulette Lamontagne 21
Al and Jean Marz 25
Paul and Francesca Leclerc 29

RENEWAL OF VOWS
Two St. Thomas’ couples recently celebrated significant wedding
anniversaries by renewing their marriage vows during Sunday services.
On May 10, Fritz and Cate Gorman honored their 40 years of marriage,
and on May 24, Wayne and Marie Piadade celebrated the 25th
anniversary of their wedding. Both couples were blessed by Reverend
Susan and received hearty congratulations from the congregation.
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Sun

Mon

1
7:00pm

Wellness
ministry

7
8:00 HE
Youth
Sunday
9:30 HE

14

8

Tue

Wed

2

3

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Group

Healing service

9:00 HE &

4

Fri

5

Sat

6
8:00-3:00pm
Yard sale

9:30—noon
Crafting group

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

7:00 to 8:30
Lifestages
Financial
Planning I

9

10 9:00 HE & 11
Healing service

9:30—noon
Crafting group

5:30—HE

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

7:00 to 8:30
Lifestages
Financial
Planning II

15

16

17 9:00 HE & 18
Healing service

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

Crafting group

6:00-8:00pm

12

10:00-12:00
Five wishes
program

7:00pm Men's
Group

7-noon
yard sale

13
8:00-3:00pm
Yard sale

5:30—HE
6:30pm Vestry

19

20

9:30—noon

WINGS

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

7:00 to 8:30
Lifestages
Financial
Planning III

21

22

23

24

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
School party
10:00 HE

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

28

29

30

5:30—HE

25

26

27

9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—noon

8:00 HE
10:00 HE
11:30 Parish
Picnic!

Thu

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

Crafting group

7:00-8:30
Deanery mtg.

5:30—HE
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God, we have no idea where we are going. We do not see the road
ahead of us. We cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do we really
know ourselves, and the fact that we think we are following Your will does
not mean that we are actually doing so. But we believe that the desire to
please You does in fact please You. And we hope we have that desire in all
that we are doing. We hope that we will never do anything apart from that
desire. And we know that if we do this You will lead us by the right road,
though we may know nothing about it. Therefore, we will trust You always
though we may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. We will not fear, for You
are ever with us, and you will never leave us to face our perils alone.
Thomas Merton, Thoughts in Solitude

