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We are going to be rolling out something very exciting this fall. And I want to give a little bit
of news as a preview around what will be coming down the pike with a wonderful
announcement. Father Don Parker has enthusiastically agreed to be Priest Associate
“Director of Spiritual Formation” (Christian Education).
Don and I have been working closely together in many ways since Bishop Knisely accepted
our request to make him a Priest Associate at St. Thomas. I cannot tell you how much it
means to me to have a trusted, faith-filled colleague to bounce things off of, who knows
many of you and loves you as much as I do! Don is already very involved in our active
healing ministries, founding the Order of St. Luke and assisting at our weekly healing
service. His idea to create a Room of Prayer and Healing is moving along nicely, and will
become a reality very soon.
Recently in one of our regular ‘Panera meetings’, Don offered the observation that with the
way that we are growing our parish in numbers and in vitality, it really isn’t possible for me
to be as involved in every single aspect of our common life as it was when I arrived. And he
also expressed the desire to take on something else to not only help out, but also use his
passions and interests (which are considerable!).
I give you Don’s own words:
Susan, Here's a bit of vision for how I might be of assistance to
you …I offer any or all of these duties for you to consider.
In consultation with you:
+ Mapping out and coordinating the year's adult formation offerings with
the parish calendar (mini-courses, small group oversight, well-being
courses and programs, stewardship education, Bible study, Advent & Lenten
studies – and all kinds of other courses!)
+ Supervising the organization of the Sunday school including teacher
training and enhancement, safe church education, enrollment, curriculum,
supplies, and promotion

+ And to the degree that your schedule would be relieved and you are
willing to step back: usher, acolyte, altar guild, greeter, pre-marital,
Confirmation, pre-Baptism education and training.
+ Ministry training with leadership as new ministries are born
Please edit in any way so that you feel comfortable with what I
might do... I am perfectly delighted to be able to offer my "time tithe"
so as to give you some more time to respond gracefully and with
energy to the many pastoral needs of the parish…I share your
vision for St. Thomas' - to be an awesome congregation that
addresses the physical, emotional, social, and spiritual needs
of the folks that the Lord brings; and to offer ministry support
for those involved in ministry in the congregation and in the
community.
Peace, Don
Well, it has taken me a little time to take Don up on this – and that is simply due to the fact
that, as you may have noticed, I love to be involved in everything! It is HARD for me to
hand over such an important area as formation – and it is a sign of my confidence in Don that
I have taken him up on this. At our July meeting, our Vestry unanimously affirmed this
generous offer, and we are appointing Don as Priest Associate “Director of Spiritual
Formation”. Will I disappear completely from all formation activities? Um, no! I will
occasionally teach a class myself. But I will be able to step back to concentrate some energy
in supporting and developing other ministries as Don trains and interacts with all of you as
we raise up new lay leadership.
So, we express appreciation to Don for presenting himself in service to our parish in this
really important new role, with a considerable “time AND talent tithe”. And STAY TUNED
for what is ahead as we get ready to tell y’all what we have planned for the entire parish as a
challenge. And now - I am really eager to find out what God has in mind for all of us in the
weeks and months ahead – and I thank God for the gift of Don!
Blessings, Rev. Susan
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Warden ’s thoughts….By Kimberly Murdoch, Senior Warden
As I anticipate a week of summer vacation and removal from the internet as much as
possible, an impending work strike, and local responsibilities (nothing short of
feeding my cat), I keep thinking of a phrase from many years back. This was a short
time theme in a church workshop “how is your spiritual health?”. I am fortunate to
presently have my physical and mental health. My emotional health is always enhanced by a
vacation with family. Spiritual health is not an easy fix. This often falls on the “back burner”
and does not get the deserved attention of the other aspects of my life. I attempt to justify this
need by serving on vestry, choir, committees, etc. but often the focus falls on our grounds,
meetings, our schedule and events, but not on real spiritual health.
Of course the definition of spiritual health varies with each of us, but fortunately after being in
the right place at the right time with a church colleague who is experiencing the same concern,
I was able to formulate a plan. Please join me on this mini mission. Let all of us think of early
fall as the harvest, a time to relish in all our accomplishments – the kitchen, the replacement of
the roof on the rectory, the successful yard sales and dinners, and then take the time to PAUSE,
BREATHE, and FOCUS on our own spiritual journey. What is the real purpose of St. Thomas
Church and what is my role in that purpose? In everyday life it is so easy to be caught up in
“important” issues. The same is true of our relationship to our church. What is important? We
hold the key to that definition. If we do not take the time to define it, our priorities change and
we cannot gain any satisfaction from our works in the church. We will always feel that there is
a void in the spiritual aspect of our lives.
Therefore, I am declaring this Fall as a time for spiritual health and well-being. Take the time.
Think what is important to you, where your talents lie, what you enjoy and find ways to focus
that energy and those gifts to feed your spiritual self. Maybe you are a good leader and enjoy
working with a group – perhaps Vestry is in your future. Maybe you prefer the peace & solace
of the Prayer Room. Maybe Outreach always interested you and you want to try it on a small
scale. Perhaps taking the journey to commit to membership in this parish and maybe it is finally
making a financial pledge to St. Thomas. Wherever you are right now, I guarantee you can find
someone who was there, is there or will travel with you. We can all travel so richly together,
my friends, with wonderful people in a beautiful place in very spiritually unhealthy world.
Peace – and may you enjoy your summer and then, may your journey begin anew!

From the Desk of Fr. Don
A respected teacher of prayer once said, "People of mighty prayer are
people of power, and shape the outcome of things."
I have a vision of a prayer-saturated church that shapes the outcome of things! Some
others share that vision, and we have been creating the St. Thomas' Room of Prayer
and Healing that should be functioning by the end of September. The Room of Prayer
and Healing will be a chapel open for prayer for all, sometimes staffed with teams of
members who will pray FOR or WITH anyone who needs prayer. Also, these teams will
pray for all the ministry teams in the parish. Sometimes the focus of the prayers will be
issues in our towns, state, country, and world. Just imagine how awesome it will be to
have all of our ministries and needs saturated in prayer!
I am so pleased to invite YOU to be a part of this new parish ministry. Will you
participate by being a PRAYER USHER?
Now - what in the world is a PRAYER USHER?!
A PRAYER USHER "ushers" a person with a need, or a ministry or issue needing a
solution, to the ONE who responds to needs that are offered in prayer. Each team will
be composed of individuals comfortable with praying either FOR people and issues or
WITH people. The room will be supplied with prayer "helps" and suggestions, you will
be able to pray silently or aloud depending upon your style and desire, and we are
asking people to sign up for a one hour prayer shift sometime during the month.
My vision is BIG! I envision fifty or sixty or more PRAYER USHERS sharing in this
important work of praying on a team. Just imagine over the course of a month at least
fifty or sixty hours of focused prayer issuing forth from the St. Thomas' Room of Prayer
and Healing! That is pretty powerful and will indeed shape the outcome of things.
SO will YOU (man, woman, or teen over 16) step up to the plate and offer to pray in the
Room of Prayer and Healing for an hour each month? We will offer a training course on
Wednesday Sept. 2nd from 7:00 – 9:00pm. The same course will be REPEATED on
Saturday Sept.12th from 9:00-11:00am for those who cannot attend the Wednesday
session.
It is also required that each Prayer Usher will take the online SAFE CHURCH Training
at her or his leisure. (This is done individually on the computer).
Other than taking this Introductory Training course, and showing up for your hour of
prayer, the only other responsibility is to participate in a meeting of all the Prayer Ushers
once every two months. Can we count on you to help? Sign up in the Parish Hall and
talk to Fr. Don. Your Safe Church password will be given out at the Introductory
Training. Being people of prayer is our calling, honor and joy!

NEWS FROM THE MEN’S MINISTRY:

Three super programs have been planned that you will not
want to miss! Mark your calendar now:
1. PAWSOX GAME on Tuesday, AUGUST 25, 7:00
(Car pool leaves church at 5:30)
$8.00, $5.50 age 62 and over
2. MINIATURE GOLF on Monday SEPTEMBER 14
Sweet Caroline’s – Glendale R.I.
1950 Broncos Highway
(Car pool leaves church at 5:30); $5.00 to play
3. STEAK DINNER on Saturday, OCTOBER 24
at St. Thomas’ – 6:30. All the men of St. Thomas’ are invited
with their male friends and acquaintances.
Questions? Contact:
Russ Couture 401 447-6524 or Fr. Don 401 349-2430

CHURCH SERVICE
HIGHLIGHTS INJUSTICE, RAISES CONSCIOUSNESS

On Father’s Day, Nancy and I were in Quebec City and attended a service at the Anglican
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. This is the first Anglican cathedral built outside of the British Isles.
It’s a beautiful old church built in 1805. What made it special is that it was National Aboriginal
Day of Prayer.
The Cathedral holds two services on Sunday, the first is in French and the one we attended was
in English. However, it was actually multilingual. Portions of the service were in English,
portions in French, and one section was even in Gregorian chant. It kept you on your toes.
Parish staff did a wonderful job incorporating people from the First Nations, the accepted term
for aboriginal people of Canada, into the service. While we say Indians, in Canada, they are
referred to only as aboriginal people or members of the First Nations, which is meant as a term
of respect.
The first reading was by a woman who used her native language, Naskapi, one of the First
Nations languages. The Offertory Hymn was also in Naskapi. The hymnal lists the phonetic
pronunciation for a few hymns in Naskapi and also in Cree, another native language. The choir
got into it with a First Nations drumming song, “Father God”. Trying to sing in Naskapi wasn’t
easy, but we did it.
While all this was moving and enjoyable, the homily, delivered by Deacon Cynthia Paterson,
with the assistance of 8 First Nation children, was the highlight of the service. The children,
who ranged in age from 3 to 15, read a poem about the hardships the First Nation peoples had
with French and English who settled Canada. While the 3 year old didn’t read, he was there to
be part of what was happening.

In their infinite wisdom, the settlers decided to assimilate the aboriginal peoples into their
culture. So, they opened “camps” to “retrain” the children in civilized ways. They forcefully
removed the children and sent them to different parts of Canada to be retrained in these
camps. Abuse and even torture were heaped on these children and the camps were actually a
failure. Children were deprived of food if they didn’t comply with rules and pins were stuck
through their tongues if they spoke in their native languages. Some estimate the death rate in
these camps at 24%. The final camp closed in the 1990s.
Deacon Paterson tied the story of David and Goliath, the Native poem, and the Pope’s
Encyclical on the Environment together, to emphasize the point that the aboriginal people may
lead the way in saving our environment.
A few years ago, the Canadian government established a commission to attempt to rectify the
damage and to establish equal rights and treatment for the peoples of the First Nations. While
time will tell how much actual change comes from this commission, it is definitely a step in the
right direction. They didn’t arrive at this enlightenment point totally on their own, for the
United Nations, in 2011, declared that the Canadian treatment of its aboriginal people was
actually genocide.
This was their wake-up call. I wonder what our wake-up call will be.
(Thanks to Charlie Miller for this reflection)

Mark your calendars – save these dates!
September 14, 6:00pm
September 16 & 17, 8:00pm
September 20, 11:30pm
September 27, 8:00 & 10:00am
October 4, 4:00pm
October 14, 6:30pm
October 17, 5:00pm
October 24, 6:30pm
October 25, 3:00pm
October 31, 1:30pm

Men’s Group – Mini-golf night out
Harrisville Playhouse fundraiser
Alzheimer’s Education Forum
Bishop Knisely Visitation, Confirmations
Blessing of the Animals
“Retire Wisely” financial program
Oktoberfest fundraiser dinner
Men’s Group – Steak-fry
Organ Concert by Dr. Brian Larkin
Trunk or Treat

Session #3 of Episcopal 101/Confirmation Classes
(Last chance for 2015 Confirmation/Reception!)

What does it mean to be an Episcopalian and an Anglican? Many of us come from
different traditions or from no church background at all. There are a lot of things
that puzzle even cradle Episcopalians! In this three-part series we will address
questions about basic beliefs and traditions in our church. Please come and be part
of the discussion – we will all learn something and we will get to know one another.
There will be some homework each week – but no tests! This series is especially
appropriate for those considering Confirmation or Reception into the Episcopal
Church, which will be held on September 27th at a service celebrated by Bishop
Knisely. A fun book we will be using is “Those Episkopals” by Dennis Maynard,
available at our first meeting. If you have questions about our faith tradition –
then this is the class for you!
Night of the Week:
Time:
Dates:
Place:

Wednesday
7:00-9:00pm
August 19th, August 26th & September 2nd .
Rectory

Are you a woodworker with some extra time? Marty Brown would love to use
your talents to make some birdhouses to sell at the November bazaar! She has two
types in mind: The first may be built from scratch in one of several styles for
which Audubon plans are available. Sanding and finishing work can be carried out
by the crafting team if you desire. The second type of birdhouse is assembled
from a kit by following directions. Please contact Marty at 949-1272 if you can
help!
Do you know a parishioner who could use a “Get Well”, “Cheer Up”, or
“Thinking of You” card? Tina DiMillo, our Sunshine Lady, would be glad
to send one! Just contact her at (401) 232-1858 or drop her a line at
Tinadimillo@aol.com. Tina reminds us that birthday and anniversary cards
continue to be sent to those in our data base.

St. Thomas is excited to be part of another aspect of Thrivent which will greatly benefit our
parish. There is something called an “Action Team”, which is an endeavor that will help to
create generosity in our community. An Action Team can be activated by anyone that is an
associate member or full member of Thrivent. How does it work? Well, for each person who
signs up to be either an associate or full member there is a $250.00 allowance to be put toward
any program that will qualify. I signed up to be an associate member, and right away activated
my Action Team for the benefit of the children of City Camp. That means that on August 7th, we
will have our first Action Team event!!
A box comes with a pre-paid Visa card to be used to buy what is needed for the event, along
with tee shirts for the team. So on August 7th, the folks who are helping run the 3rd session of
City Camp at St. Thomas will be wearing the tee shirts! The Visa card will pay for the ingredients
for the meal, as well as supplementing the food for the snack bags. The parish is still providing
healthy snacks, but we are adding peanut butter and other food into each bag for the families.
To give some information about these wonderful Action Team opportunities to the parish, we
will be sponsoring a light brunch after the 9:30 am Sunday service on August 30th. So sign-up to
come to this FREE brunch and find out about this wonderful way to bring outside money from
Thrivent into St. Thomas for our many ministry projects. We will welcome Bryan Schmeling
from Crossroad Financial Associates of Thrivent Financial to explain this program to us.
Your Vestry has already heard about this, and the wonderful thing is that it doesn’t cost
anything at all to join at the moment! (There is usually a $20.00 fee to become an associate
member but it is being waived right now.) So it won’t cost anything to register, St. Thomas will
receive $250.00 towards a future project, and if you DO want to take advantage of any financial
planning, these are super people to work with. Win – win – win all the way!
So – sign up in the parish hall for the brunch – you do need to sign up to take advantage of this
opportunity. There will be a delicious brunch as well as a few surprises along the way! 11:00 to
12:30 for the brunch and the presentation. Come check it out!

BOOK GROUP PLANS NEW SEASON
St. Thomas’ lively Book and Movie group is gearing up for its 20152016 season by announcing its schedule of selections for the Fall! All are
invited to read or watch the “selection of the month,” and then attend
the meeting at which it will be discussed. Each session begins with a
potluck supper at 6pm in the rectory and ends by 8pm. Members enjoy the
spontaneous structure of the group, at which all opinions are valued!
The first four books/movies chosen are:
Monday, September 1: Far From the Madding Crowd, the classic Thomas
Hardy story of a strong, courageous woman, set in England.
Monday, October 6: One Hundred Names by Cecelia Ahern, the tale of a
journalist looking for professional and personal redemption.
Monday, November 3: “Saving Mr. Banks,” a movie which tells how the
creator of Mary Poppins confronted her difficult past while her book was being
made into a movie by Walt Disney.
Monday, December 1: Norwegian by Night, the 2015 selection for Read
Across R. I., the story of a man dealing with the tragedies of his early life.
Do any of these titles pique your interest? Why not pick one up at your local
library and join the fellowship of the Book Group on the scheduled evening? A
complete list of the season’s selections is available in the narthex of the church.

WINGS AND BOOK CLUB PLAN TRIP
St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of Growing Spiritually) will team
up with Book Group members to sponsor a trip to tour two of Newport’s mansions
on Thursday, August 20. We will sandwich (!) a luncheon in between the two tours.
The cost for the two tours is $25, but a lower rate may be available if enough
people sign up. Interested? Sign up in the Parish Hall, and meet in the St. Thomas’
parking lot at 9am on the 20th. See you there for a day of fun and fellowship!

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE MEN OF ST. THOMAS’
THRIVENT is a financial organization that the parishes in our
diocese are now connected to, and is also involved in programs
aimed at strengthening people of faith in different ways. They are in
relationship with “Habitat for Humanity” and they
organize “church days” at building sites that work with
low income families by helping them to build homes.
You might recall that President Jimmy Carter was/is
quite involved with this outreach ministry.
The exciting news is that we have been invited to offer
our help at a building site as the Men of St. Thomas’!! All we have to
do is to have a team of ten or more men.
If you are a man in this parish between the ages of sixteen years and
one hundred and sixteen years, YOU are invited to help. NO
EXPERIENCE is needed as you will be given work to do that is well
within your ability to accomplish.
This is a way for us to have fellowship together, as men to share in a
significant outreach project, and to step up to the plate to help a
family. We will join other parishes in our diocese - Emmanuel
Church did this last week to help a deserving family own its dream
home – a win, win, win, activity for us!
Would Saturday, September 19th work for you? The building site is
in Exeter. There will be a sign up sheet in the parish hall, or you can
email me (healing12@verizon.net), with a prompt response so that I
can reserve the date for our group.
Peace, Fr. Don

暂别,
方圣！ 我们会想念你
As many of you know, my son, Luke, is a rising junior at the College of the Holy
Cross in Worcester MA and has declared his major in Chinese.
On August 25th, he will pack his one bag and head off to China to spend two
semesters in China: The first at the Normal University of Beijing and the second at
the University of Shanghai. This is something he has always known he wanted to
do and now the time is here for us to bid farewell, good luck, safe travels and
Godspeed.
I will be leaving a card on the wooden table in the hall for anyone who would like
to write a note to him – he will take this card with him and be able to read your
words as he sets off on this incredible journey.
Please keep Luke in your prayers, that he finds joy in this new chapter of his life,
strength to endure what will be a very intense and hard 9 months of study and
safety as he lives so far away from home.

Oh, I will miss him SO much! Sharon Thompson
Can’t get enough of crafting? The Bazaar crafts group announces that its
Wednesday meetings will be extended by two hours, meeting each week from
9:30am to 2:00pm, beginning in August! This will give us ample time to prepare
those wonderful handmade St. Thomas’ items that are such big sellers at the
November bazaar. There’s a place for everyone, regardless of skill level. Bring a
sandwich and join the fun and fellowship.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Marcelino DeSantiago 2
Phyllis Spaziano 2
Jeff Doris 4
Gregory Young 4
Stephen Smith 5
Phyllis Barton 6
Kevin Fournier 6
Michael Herchen 6
Barry Wenskowicz 7

Norman Martin 9
June Heywood 10
Peter Trementozzi 16
Ginny Martin 19
Emma Archambault 20
Jake Bowen 20
Dan Kelley 20
Larry Murdoch 20
Michael Wedda 23

Jennifer Derosier 25
Kelly Almieda 26
Joe Amaral 26
Marion Barton 27
Tina Caldwell 27
Fred Leigh 27
Lauren Barnes 28
Donald Reid 29
Gigi Uttley 29

AUGUST WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Louie and Ruth Lambert 2
Richard and Beverly Connor 14
Forrest and Kelly Crooks 14
Dan and Michelle Kelley 17
Donald and Carol Parker 21
Barry and Diane Wenskowicz 25
Harold and Nancy Nelson 26
Gregory and Kirsten Young 26

IN MEMORIAM
Our St. Thomas’ family joins parishioner Norm Martin in mourning the loss
of his son, Jack Martin of Burrillville, on June 30 after a long illness. Jack
also leaves his wife, two siblings, three sons, and several grandchildren. A
Memorial Service is to be held at a later date. Condolences are extended
to Norm and all his family.

August 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

5:30 HE

2

3

4

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

9

7 City Camp 8

Healing
service

11:15-2:30

9:30—2:00pm

10

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

Crafting group

11

129:00 HE

13

17

18

15

Crafting group

5:30 HE

19 9:00 HE 20
& Healing
service

9:30—2:00pm
7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

Crafting group

7-9pm
Episcopal 101

25

26 9:00 HE 27

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

5:30pm carpool—Men’s
Club Paw Sox

& Healing

on the
Grass”

28

29

service

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

22
5:30 “Mass

6:30 Vestry

24

30 8:00 HE 31

21

9:00am
Newport
“Field Trip”

23

Brunch mtg.

14

service

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

9:30 HE
11:00 Thrivent

5:30 HE

9:30—2:00pm
7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

8:45 Capital
Campaign mtg.

6:00-9:00pm
Alphabet Soup
T-Z

& Healing

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

16

5 9:00 HE & 6

5:30 HE

7-9pm
Episcopal 101
Coming in
September!

“Blessing of
the Backpacks”
Sept. 21st
10am service
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Holy God
of unconditional love
and unlimited presence,
we come to make ourselves fully available
to you, your will, and your way.
Speak to us gently and clearly,
for we are yours
and desire to hear, understand, and be obedient
to your slightest whisper.
Speak, for we are listening.
(Opening Prayer session 1, Lenten series 2015)

