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I read a lot of things in the course of my week, and come across articles that I find
interesting in light of our life as a parish community. Here is a little essay I wanted to
share with you all. It is by my seminary friend, Mark Collins. Bishop Knisely mentioned
the Pope’s visit to the United States in his sermon at St. Thomas, and this is a slightly
different, but related, take:
“So, here's the thing about this whole #popehype thing that's going on. Sure, he's a
nice guy, genuine, holy, sweet. Willing to take on big issues that the richest nations of the
world don't really want to face: income inequality, poverty, climate change, unrepentant
capitalism. Willing to practice what he preaches in serving the poor, the hungry and the
forgotten. …But what I really find cringe worthy is the phenomenon of mass projection
or hero worship or the cult of celebrity that seems to know no bounds when the Pope is
the object. There's this willingness to project on to Francis so much holiness, so much
goodness, to make of Francis some sort of saint or savior based in part on his car, his
shoes, and the fact that he carries his own suitcase. Perhaps in the hope that he will
change the world, save the world -- so that we don't have to.
We had a savior, and didn't treat him very well. And we still don't take what he
said -- about justice, mercy, equality, service to the poor, the imprisoned, the oppressed
and disenfranchised -- very seriously at all. When it comes to fulfilling Christ's mission
and building the kingdom here and now, we fall far short. And nice as he may be, or holy
as he may in fact be, Francis isn't going to do it for us. He can't. He just one man, after
all. He's no more responsible for building the kingdom of God that I am, or than you are.
We are all the body of Christ for this world. Christ's hands and feet and mouths and
hearts in and for this world. Not just Francis. All of us.
So, when Francis is gone, and all the hype is over … I hope that we won't sit back
and feel that because Francis is in the Vatican, then all's right with the world. Because
Francis is so good and so holy, then everything's gonna be OK, that it's all taken care of.
Every one of us is just as responsible for undertaking God's mission as he is. And every
one of us is capable of as much goodness and as much holiness as we seem to see in him.
(Something I think he might agree with.) I hope we don't come away from the pope's visit
knowing that we *like him* (we really, really like him.) I hope in the wake of his visit,

more of us come away with a conviction to *be like him* -- in serving the poor, feeding
the hungry, and speaking out and working for justice”.
My thanks to Mark for giving us something to reflect on in the days ahead, as we
continue to explore who we are as the body of Christ in our little corner of the world.
Thanks be to God!
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

Blessing of the Animals Liturgy

Sunday October 4th – 4:00pm on the back lawn

Every year around this time we celebrate the “Blessing of the Animals”. The
Church keeps the Feast of St. Francis on Oct. 4, and so we bless animals on the
nearest Sunday, and this year it is on the festival itself!
Francis of Assisi is known for his profound connection with God and with God’s
whole creation. Our invitation to all of God’s creatures to join us in worship reminds
us that God is glorified by woofs and meows and chirps, too! The love that we feel
toward our pets is another facet of God’s love alive in us. If we are kind to these
animals, should we not be kind to all animals, and indeed to God’s whole creation?
So we will honor St. Francis at this special Eucharist with readings, music and
other surprises appropriate to the day. We have three options for worshipping
together on that day – our regular services at 8:00am and 10:00am as well as this
special outdoor service at 4:00pm. And if the weather is uncooperative, we will still
have the service in the parish hall. So bring along your favorite pets and plan on
joining us! (Dogs on leashes and cats in carriers, please.) And if you wish, bring
along a lawn chair – and settle in for a lovely afternoon service with our beloved
pets.

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT EFM?
Have you ever heard the term EFM? I did, a few years ago. Rev. Susan mentioned it in a
conversation we were having about our mutual longing for learning new things. It came up at a
WINGS retreat in September 2014 and I knew right then that it was something I wanted to
pursue.
Basically EFM (Education For Ministry) is a call to lay ministry to pursue the call to Christian
service. It is NOT a program that evaluates or recommends individuals for ordination (although
it could be a first step for someone leaning in that direction). As all baptized Christians are
called to ministry, these classes are a preparation for that ministry to which we are called.
Some begin the classes not knowing what their ministry will be (That would be me!). Others
enter the program with a defined idea about which ministry they would like to pursue. EFM is a
four year period of study with each year focusing on a different topic:
● Year 1 – The Hebrew Bible
● Year 2 – The New Testament
● Year 3 – Church History
● Year 4 – Theology, Ethics and Interfaith Encounter
The seminar group is made up of six to twelve participants and a
trained mentor. In my seminar we happen to have a group of 6 women who meet twice a
month at Trinity Church in Scituate. We meet in the evenings for two and a half hours. (There
is another group who meet during the day, also at Trinity.) We meet on a nine month academic
schedule, January- June, September- December. (There is a fee for related books/material.)
Donna is our trained EFM Mentor who leads our discussions and guides us rather than
“teaches.” She is the administrator and keeps us “on task.” The seminar group agrees on
criteria and sets guidelines for discussion. Although we meet as a group, we study at different
levels depending which “year” we are in. Our discussions are based on a common theme from
each year.
If you are interested in EFM, we will be holding an Open House on Tuesday, October 20th
between the hours of 7:00 and 8:00 PM at Trinity Church in Scituate. You can speak to me, or
Phyllis Spaziano, who is also a part of our group. We’d be happy to answer any questions you
may have. Check out the website, http://efm.sewanee.edu/about-efm/ for more detailed
information.
Blessings, Jacki Zahn

The Men’s Group is sponsoring
an old-fashioned

Harvest Dinner!
Saturday, October 17th from 5:00-7:00pm

Serving ham, baked beans, garden salad, chicken wings, glazed
carrots and homemade apple crisp and ice cream for dessert…
(hot dogs and chips will also be available for kids)
Tickets are $12.00 for adults
Kids 12 and under are free!

Invite your friends to join us a for a night of fellowship, fun and great food!
Tickets can be purchased after church services at the Ministry Booth,
or call the office to reserve your space. Join us!!

New Ministry Booth
You may have noticed the new addition in our lovely Parish Hall – there is a
booth that has been created to be a focal point for many things, especially on a
Sunday morning! Do you want to buy tickets for the next dinner? Go visit the
booth! Do you want to find out about the featured ministry-of-the-week? Go visit
the booth! Do you want to sign up for an event and you don’t see the clipboard
with the form? Visit the booth! And our Vestry members will be taking turns
hanging out for a bit at the beginning of each coffee hour soon. Check weekly to see what is
new and different at our beautiful booth. And a BIG thank you to Sharon Thompson and
Bob Poliquin for building this wonderful new addition to the parish hall!

KEY TO THE NEW LOCK
Now that our kitchen is completed, we have secured the church and church hall. The only way
to enter is through the new door at the back of the hall. The key may be found in a coded box
on the door. The code is the same code that’s been used on
the back door of the hall for years.
To get to the key, slide down the black plastic cover and dial in
the code. Then slide down the black lever to the left of the
code. The box door will tilt down. Unlock the door by turning
the key a half turn clockwise. Once you’re done, return the key
to the box, close the box door and dial off the code. Slide the black plastic cover up to protect
things from the weather.
Because of the panic bar on the inside of the door, the key lock and the panic bar operate
separately from each other. Unlocking the panic bar does not unlock the door handle outside,
and locking the panic bar does not lock the door handle outside. What this means is that, when
you lock the church hall, you have to get out the key and lock the door from the outside,
otherwise the door is not locked.
What I normally do when I arrive is to unlock the door with the key, and while I hold it open, I
relock it with the key. Then I set the latch on the panic bar to keep it open. To do this push in
the panic bar, and use the tool hanging to the left of the door. Insert it in the little hole in the
panic bar, turn it and the door will remain unlocked. To lock the panic bar, insert the tool, press
in on the panic bar and turn the tool. It will then lock. Please hang the tool back where it
belongs.
If you have questions, please call me at 231-7956.
Charlie Miller
Property manager

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal reflection and spiritual experiences are
welcomed.

6th Annual
African Team Ministries
Handicraft Sale

We will be supporting orphans and displaced children in Kenya by selling handmade
items again this fall on two Sunday mornings! These beautiful items – jewelry, wooden
and fabric crafts, little instruments, baskets, scarves and more – will be set up after each
of our services. All of the monies raised will be going right to African Team Ministries to
improve the lives of children who have been affected by the AIDS crisis. The dates they
will be available are October 4th and October 11th- plan on stopping by the tables in the
Parish Hall and check it out!

The nuts are coming! And by that we mean almonds, walnuts, cashews, trail mix,
chocolate chips and all manner of nuts for baking and snacking. More details will be
forthcoming in the weekly church bulletin, so stay tuned to find out when the ordering
will begin, and when the ALWAYS fun weighing party will be held!
Order forms will be handed out at services and be sent out electronically soon – so wait
to buy your fall and holiday nuts and trail mixes and support our Nut Sale. This is an
easy fundraiser to participate in if you involve your friends and co-workers – who
wouldn’t find something wonderful from our list?! All of the nuts and other items are
sold as a full pound (not 12 ounces – notice how a lot of product packaging in the stores
is shrinking down in size or weight?). So get ready to support our parish and enjoy
wonderful treats for eating or baking!

ST. THOMAS’ PILGRIM WALK
It has been said that spiritually it is very healthy to go on a
pilgrimage, so….
On Saturday, October 17th, the Rhode Island chapter of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) will hold its annual fundraiser, a walk in Roger Williams Park in
Providence. Fritz Gorman has volunteered for this walk every year, and this year he
decided to create a team of walkers from St. Thomas’ Church! NAMI is a low-budget,
grassroots advocacy organization which supports people suffering from serious mental
illnesses and their families. Fritz has set up a table in the church hall each Sunday
where you can learn what amazing work NAMI is doing to educate people about mental
illness. You can donate to the cause monetarily, obtain sponsors yourself, or best of all,
join the St. Thomas’ team of walkers. The course is 5K (3.2 miles) and begins at
10:00am. Thrivent has also agreed to lend its support. To learn more about this
wonderful organization, visit Fritz at his table on Sunday or call him at 766-6425.

HAVE SHOES TO DONATE?
Carol Thurber reminds us that the Smithfield Animal
Shelter is seeking donations of new and used footwear-shoes, boots, sneakers, etc.--which are still in wearable
condition. They will be sold to an organization which in turn
donates them to needy families. All proceeds will be used by the animal
shelter to build a larger area for cats and kittens who are waiting for adoption. Please
place your footwear in plastic bags and leave them in the “Outreach for Animals” bin in
the parish hall by November 10th. Thanks!

BAZAAR BOOKLET ADS
As in previous years, we will be handing out a booklet as people enter the Bazaar –
hundreds of people will receive it.
Would you like to advertise your business or know someone who would?
Ads are:
$75 for a full page (best deal)
$40 for a half page
$25 for a business card ad (quarter page)
If you are interested, please contact Deb Farrar!
$1.00 Booster spots will be available too – put in your family’s name and show your
support…..See Karen Pare!

RETIRE WISELY
Will you have enough to retire? Will your retirement income
last? Are your assets protected? Join us for “Retire
Wisely” – A Thrivent Financial Event at 7pm on Wednesday,
Oct. 14th. Thrivent Financial representatives Bryan
Schmeling, FIC, and Jon Skov, FIC, will share how to
manage six risks all retirees face: outliving income, inflation,
unpredictable events, market volatility, income taxes and rising health
care costs. To RSVP, contact Kelly Anderson at 401-647-0664 or
Kelly.anderson@thrivent.com. Chocolate refreshments will be served!
And feel free to invite friends and relatives – this is information we all
need.

Deanery Outreach Night
Our Central Deanery meeting for October is being held at St.
Thomas. And what a wonderful program we are having! We will
be welcoming various groups who will tell us of outreach
opportunities we can choose to support. Representatives of
places like “Church Beyond the Walls”, the “City Meal Site”,
“St. George’s Meal Site” and more will give us information
about things we might to do support their specific ministries. Do
you knit? You might like to make scarves for the guests at “Church Beyond the Walls”.
Do you want to organize a collection of warm socks for them? This is your chance!!
Come and check out all the interesting ministry opportunities that await us.

The meeting starts at 7:00pm on October 22nd in our Parish Hall

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9 am to 1 pm or by appointment

“Let’s Go To The Movies!”
Gone with the Wind – Ben Hur – Breakfast at Tiffany’s - Murder on the Orient
Express – Lawrence of Arabia - Victory at Sea – and MORE!

Dr. Brian Larkin
Sunday, October 25, 2015 at 3:00pm
Once again we are thrilled to experience Brian Larkin at our wonderful
organ as he enchants us with a masterful program. This entertaining
concert will conclude with refreshments in our parish hall – and we invite
everyone to join us for what we know will be a delightful event!
Donations will be gratefully accepted during intermission for our Capital
Campaign Building Fund. AND raffle tickets will be sold for one of Brian’s
beautiful paintings of St. Thomas Church. (Drawing will take place in early
Advent at our Gratitude Breakfast). Join us for what is sure to be an
enjoyable afternoon of music!

READ ALONG WITH WINGS!!
St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women In Need of Growing
Spiritually) will enjoy sharing their impressions of the bestselling
book “The Red Tent” at their next meeting, to be held on Tuesday,
October 19th at 6pm in the Parish Hall. The book, written by
Anita Diamant, is fictional, but is based on the life of Dinah, the
seldom-mentioned daughter of Jacob and Leah in the book of Genesis. Born into a
society of strong patriarchs, Dinah and female members of her family manage to
carve out a strong feminine presence, complete with its own set of customs, and to
provide support to one another through the various mysteries of the life cycle,
from young childhood to old age. “The Red Tent” imagines a group of early
feminists, hidden behind the adventures and conflicts of their male counterparts
which fill the Bible.
You can find a copy of “The Red Tent” at libraries or download it to your
ereader. Problems getting it? See Reverend Susan! Of course the evening will
include refreshments and worship, two essential elements of WINGS meetings! All
women of St. Thomas’ are invited to the program--We would love to see YOU!!

Friday Fun Nights
Our Friday nights continue as we enjoy each other’s company and relax together.
The hutch near the Ministry Booth is always stocked with games and playing
cards. In addition – we have some fun activities planned for a few of the Fridays
in October. Join us anytime from 6:00-9:00pm!
October 2nd …..making apple pies (and you can
come the next day as well from 9-noon)
October 16th …..making apple crisp, and during
the last hour setting up for the Harvest dinner being
held the next evening.
October 30th ….creating “St. Thomas Friendship
Potpourri” for the bazaar

What’s New in the Wellness Ministry?

On Sunday, September 20th, following the 10 AM service, we invited a guest speaker, Doreen
Putnam, a Certified Dementia Practitioner, to meet with interested parishioners. We had a
great turnout of people who were pleased to hear her speak on the many types of Dementia,
the effects on the brain from various diseases, and most importantly, the effects on the
individual suffering with Dementia, and the impact on the family or caregiver. Doreen has been
retired twice, and each time, she returned to work in this field—she is truly committed to
providing education and support to families dealing with this life-altering disease. Her
presentation provided helpful strategies to manage day-to-day living situations, such as
remembering that the person with dementia is in his/her own reality, and that it is not useful to
attempt to argue or reason with the person. Instead consider their reality, and if possible, use
distraction or even “fiblets” to keep the situation pleasant. Needless to say, coping strategies
for the caregiver may not come naturally, so Doreen highly recommends attending support
groups on a regular basis. She also finds it important to add an educational component to each
group session. Currently, she leads four support groups: EPIC on Blackstone Blvd, Heritage Hills
on Douglas Ave., The Atria in Lincoln, and at Briarcliffe in Johnston. You can contact these
facilities or go to Doreen’s website www.dcputnamconsulting.com, or contact Doreen directly,
Doreen@dcputmanconsulting.com.
Gigi (Georgette) Uttley, is a registered nurse and she recently attended an 8 hour workshop
with Doreen to participate as a support person in the parish. She is one of six other lay people
with a background in nursing, social services, or law, who are forming a support system for the
diocese. Many parishioners expressed a desire to begin a support ministry for this area, and an
exploratory meeting is planned for Thursday, October 15th, at 6:30 PM. If you are interested in
learning more about this ministry, or would like to participate in assisting our parishioners (such
as making visits, or helping with weekly shopping, etc.) please join us on the fifteenth. Please
contact Gigi with any questions or concerns. She can be reached at guttley@gmail.com, or by
calling 401-829-0255.

Below is a list of current support groups in nearby towns:

North Providence ---

Greenville ---

Lincoln ---

Salvatore Mancini Center
Last Thursday of each month, 10:30am-11:30am
Monet Jean Phillippe, 553-1031, ext. 3923
Dora C. Howard Adult Day Center
Fourth Wednesday, 1:00-3:00pm
Kathy Biddle, 949-3890
Lincoln Senior Center
Third Thursday, 10:30am
Lois Durkin, 753-7000

MEN OF ST. THOMAS’
SAVE THE DATE!!
Saturday, October 24

ANNUAL STEAK DINNER

Donation: $8.00
Time: 6:30
What Else: cards, games and great fellowship
Sign up in the Parish Hall, by October 18th
(AN ACTIVITY OF THE ST. THOMAS’ MEN’S MINISTRY)

We will be having our 3rd Annual St. Thomas’ “Trunk or Treat”
Saturday, October 31, 2015 from 1:30pm-3:00pm
What is trunk-or-treating you ask? Picture this: Our parking lot with the back ends of vehicles
decorated in a variety of fun themes with children roaming around in costumes and gathering
treats.
A Trunk or Treat---also known as Halloween Tailgating or Tailgate Trick-or-Treat---is a
Halloween event where people gather and park their cars in a parking lot. They open their trunks,
or the backs of their vehicles, and decorate them. Then they pass out treats to children in
costume from their decorated trunks. The event provides a safe family environment for trick or
treaters and allows children to skip or stroll from trunk to trunk.
What a fun way to spend the evening as a family!--We will begin at 1:30pm in the parish hall
with a quick snack/meal before going outside to “Trunk or Treat” in the parking lot.
If you would like to lend a hand with planning, there is a sign-up sheet in the parish hall. The
sign up sheet is also for those who will be decorating their trunks and passing out candy to our
little ones. Donations of candy to pass out to the children or donations for our snack/meal will
also be accepted and can be listed on the sign-up sheet. If any of our young adults would like to
help decorate trunks or help in any other way please let us know.
Thank you and hope to scare you there! Donna Doris-Chairperson
Contact Info 401-567-0875

BAZAAR NEWS
It’s just a few weeks away!

Friday, November 20th – Saturday, November 21st
We have been meeting every week to make a beautiful selection of crafts for
our Craft Tables and there really is something for everyone! We have beautiful
baby items – perfect for shower or Christmas gifts, lots of decorative items for
your kitchen or table, bags, pillows, throws, wreaths, plants, tree skirts and
decorations, knitted goods, 18” doll clothes, hand-made cards, pet beds and pet
treats, and a selection of Pink Ribbon for Hope items.

And there is so much more!
Have you been wondering why we have been collecting all those rose petals?
They will be transformed into beautifully scented Friendship Potpourri….
We have dozens of wonderful items in our Penny Social and Kid’s Penny
Social – great prizes, all donated by our local community.
The Secret Santa Workshop will be downstairs – the children can make their
own Christmas ornaments and shop for their family, friends and teachers in
their own little shop! They love it!
And all that shopping will certainly make you hungry…..Our
Cafe will be serving delicious meals from our brand new kitchen: Shepherd’s
Pie, French Meat Pie, Chicken Pot Pie, Lasagna, Beef Stew & Chili, Wraps and
Hearty Soups.
Need something sweet? Next stop the Bake Table – you just know how good
that is going to be!

Would you like to help make this the best Bazaar ever?
Well, there are many ways you can!
We need volunteers, to give an hour or so during that weekend,
in the following areas:
Craft Tables, Cafe

Bake Table, Pantry
Ministry Table, Penny Social
Kid’s Penny Social, Secret Santa Workshop
Greeting at the door, Clean-up
We will be doing much of the cooking the week prior to that weekend, so if you
like to cook – come on down!
Alternatively, could you bake something(s) for the bake table or make
something to sell in the Pantry? Do you like to make fudge or chocolate? Have
a special recipe for a special treat?
Can’t bake or cook? We will also be looking for donations of groceries for us to
cook with………Pick up some chicken breasts or stew meat to offset our costs
and boost our profit!
Sign-up sheets will be posted soon – let’s make this simply the best Bazaar
ever!

It’s going to be AWESOME!

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Ian Wenskowicz 4
Jeffrey LeBlanc 5
Craig Derosier 6
Beth Trementozzi 11
Michael Bousquet 15
Jen Boucher 16
Kylie Wells 17
Anne Todd 18

Kate Kitada 20
Gregory Tessier 20
Andrew Tessier 20
Barbara Tessier 21
Kristen Caine 23
Michelle Bouchard 24
Caitlin Kelley 24

Alonzo Thurber 24
Dorothy Hodnett 25
Christian Harris 27
Callum Harris 27
Aaron Archambault 28
Jessica Despres 28
Lucien Tessier 28
Barbara Cormier 30

OCTOBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Antonio and Alicia Dias 12
Stephen and Gladys Kemp 12
Philip and Karen Pare 16
Peter and Wendy Grace 19
Andrew and Kristen Beatson 20

CONFIRMATIONS AND RECEPTIONS
During Bishop Nicholas Knisely’s visit on September 27, he confirmed and received ten
new members to the Episcopal fellowship! A gala celebration followed. We extend
congratulations to all our new brothers and sisters, including:
Michelle Marie Bouchard
Alicia Liberata Dias
Antonio Cuellar Dias
Michael Stephen Herchen
Lois-Jean Marz

Emma Katharine Murdoch
Kendra Rae Rocco
Joseph Stephen Spaziano
Robert Raymond Williams
Sandra Lee Williams

October 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

6:00-9:00pm
Friday Fun
Night

4 8:00 HE

5

6

Youth Sunday

6:00-8:00 pm
Book & Movie
Club

(African Team
Ministry Craft Sale

4:00 HE &
Blessing of the
Animals

9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

5:30—HE

8

9

10

12

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

7:00-8:30
School for
Discipleship

6:30pm Vestry

6:00-9:00pm
Friday Fun
Night

5:30—HE

13

14 9:00 HE &

15

16

17

Columbus
Day

Healing service

9:30—2:00pm

5:00-7:00 Harvest Dinner

Crafting group

Ministry Craft
Sale)

18 8:00 HE

3
9:00-noon
Apple Pie
Baking

Healing service

10:00 HE

11 8:00 HE

7 9:00 HE &

Sat

19

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

7:00-8:30
“Retire
Wisely”

20

21 9:00 HE &

9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

22

6:00-9:00pm
Friday Fun
Night

5:30—HE

23

24
9:00am Altar
Guild mtg.

Healing service

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

WINGS

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

7:00-8:30
School for
Discipleship

25 8:00 HE

26

27

28 9:00 HE & 29

9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE
3:00 Organ
Recital

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

6:00-8:00pm

7:00-8:30
Deanery mtg.

6:00-9:00pm
Friday Fun
Night

30

Healing service
Crafting group

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

5:30—HE

31
1:30-3pm
“Trunk or
Treat”

9:30—2:00pm
7:00-8:30
School for
Discipleship

6:30
Steak Fry

6:00-9:00pm
Friday Fun
Night

5:30—HE

A Prayer of St. Ignatius
Teach us, Lord,
to serve You as You deserve,
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labor and not to ask for any reward
save that of knowing
that we do Your will.
St. Ignatius of Loyola

