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It has been an exciting month getting ready to talk to our parish in depth about stewardship.
Although this is certainly a year-round conversation around here, we tend to ramp it up during the
fall with our annual pledge campaign. In a blatant case of nepotism, I am giving over this month’s
front page article to one of the most generous people I have the honor to know – and love - my
husband Brian. As a member of the Stewardship Committee, he offered to write something for this
issue of our newsletter. Here is his article that I want to share with all of you. Susan+

Offering Our First Fruits

There are any numbers of references in the Bible upon the topic of stewardship; however the
two that resonate the most with me are these:
●

Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your
produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will be bursting with
wine.
●
2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
Being a gentleman farmer who enjoys a glass of wine or two would seem the obvious reason
why this Proverbs quote follows my way of thinking; however, that is not the case! I have not
always been a church-goer, since my parents did not attend church on a regular basis. In fact, I
didn’t become an Episcopalian until 1984, when I was confirmed. When I began attending
church regularly, studying the Bible and listening to the lessons on Sunday, I learned that all I
have and all that I am came from the grace of God. I am just a steward of God’s gifts, trying to
utilize them to the best of my ability. The more I gave back and the more I worked around the
church, the more I was given. It seems like a trust situation. You start small and when you handle
those assets properly you gain trust and are given more to look after. I have been blessed in life
and am happy to give back to the One who has blessed me.
This willingness and the joy of giving back to God leads me right into the second reference.
This verse from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians indicates that each person must give as he
has decided in his heart, not reluctantly but cheerfully. I have had the opportunity to be on
various Stewardship committees over the years. Every committee I have been part of has told

parishioners to “take your pledge card home and prayerfully consider what your pledge should
be”.

Your heart will tell you what is right for your personal situation. It does not matter what your
neighbor does or what your best friend does, it must be right for you. When you listen to God
and allow your heart to tell you what is right, it allows you to give cheerfully because you know
deep down inside that it is the right decision. And it is wonderful to give that gift to God first,
trusting that God will provide for your needs. Offering one’s first fruits to God is a wonderful
image.

I was the Treasurer for the church I previously attended and I appreciate the need for
parishioner pledges so the church can properly plan for the upcoming year and have an orderly
and efficient running of its operations. But more importantly, I feel it is essential for each and
every parishioner to be a part of the effort, whether by pledging a small amount or a larger one.
We are all part of this community, a church family really. And as it is with all families, we have
our obligations to it. The wonderful thing about families is that in times of crisis, they are always
there to be counted upon.
I hope these words resonate with you and help you prayerfully consider your pledge for the
upcoming year to the ministry of St. Thomas’. Together we form a formidable family that is
changing the world, a little at a time - and I look forward to continuing this work with you!
Respectfully submitted,

Brian Carpenter
Stewardship Committee
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN TO BEGIN
St. Thomas’ annual Stewardship Campaign will kick off with a
continental breakfast following both services on Sunday, November 8th. The
theme of this year’s campaign is Offering Our First Fruits, and reminds us that God deserves
our very best, not simply what is left over after everything else in our lives-talent, time, and
treasure-is paid out. Come and enjoy croissants and fresh fruit as we have a chance to chat
with fellow parishioners about what we love about St. Thomas’ and what Jesus would love if he
came to visit. During the following weeks, members of the Stewardship Committee will share
personal experiences of giving back to God during the services and pledge cards will be
distributed. Watch as one of Henry Dziadosz’ famous creations (a “First Fruits Tree”) fills up as
the pledges roll in. The campaign will end officially on Gratitude Sunday, November 29, with a
gala breakfast between the services. November is a month to give thanks for all God has given
us; come and receive the message!

From the Desk of Fr. Don
St. Thomas’ is such a great church. I know that you know this, but I just want to mention
it again. So much is happening all the time!
My week at St. Thomas’ usually begins by attending the healing service on Wednesday
mornings. This is such a peaceful and Spirit filled time. People come from as far away
as Warwick on a regular basis to participate in this service. Every week we hear a little
about one of the saints of the church, we participate in the Holy Eucharist, and we lay
hands on folks and pray for healing. Believe me when I say, this is such a blessed time
each week.
On Wednesdays people are working like little elves preparing crafts for the Christmas
Fair. I love watching this happen – it always reminds me of Santa’s workshop with lots
of different activities happening in various corners of the parish hall! And the joy in the
room equals any that could be generated in Santa’s workshop!

Then I get to participate in one of the short courses offered by our School of
Discipleship. Sometimes I teach and sometimes I am a student. This is top notch stuff
offered by Rev. Susan, Fritz Gorman, and to somewhat lesser degree, myself! I go
home every Wednesday night blessed. I invite you to come and check out this school –
in December we will be hopping, skipping, and jumping through the Bible!
Then there are various meetings that plan for much of our community life. One such
meeting that I have been seeing from a distance is the Stewardship Committee. They
seem SO excited with what they are planning for us – I personally cannot wait to hear
their plans.

When I walk around the parish hall I see so many ways in which we as a congregation
reach out into the community with Christ’s compassion – just count the various
collection bins around the room!
When I celebrate on Sundays, I usually sit in on the choir rehearsal – what a blessing.
The choir has so much fun together and they are such good singers.
Sitting with them really helps me to be ready to lead the worship that follows. Then
there is our worship. It is awesome. When we respond to the celebrant during the
liturgy, we do so with such enthusiasm and faith!
If all these wonderful activities and programs were not enough, we are so fortunate to
have Susan as our rector. We are exceptional parishioners, and she is an exceptional
priest. Together St. Thomas’ is one awesome congregation!

BAZAAR NEWS

Friday, November 20th & Saturday, November 21st

We are looking forward to a very busy few weeks leading up to the big
event and could certainly use your help!

● Donation of grocery items for our Café:

There are grocery lists posted in the hall and any donation would be
very much appreciated! We will be collecting refrigerated items on

Sunday, November 8th, between and after services. Non-perishable

items can be left in the hall before that date. Dates for cooking and

baking will be posted also – all are welcome to lend a hand preparing
foods in the kitchen!

● Soups-To-Go:

Always a Bazaar favorite!

Please consider making your favorite soup and we will sell it, by the
quart, during the Bazaar. Make fresh or make ahead and freeze!

● Give a couple of hours during the Bazaar:

We will be posting a sign-up sheet for help setting up, selling at the

tables, working the café, selling tickets at the Penny Socials and cleanup. Just a couple of hours of your time will mean a lot!

● Secret Santa Room:

A place where the kids can make Christmas crafts and do their

Christmas shopping for family, teachers and friends. We are looking
for new small items for them to purchase as gifts. This is the perfect
opportunity to re-gift those items sitting in your cupboard!

● Bake Table and Sweets Table:

Have a favorite baked good or sweet recipe? Please consider making

up a batch (or two) for our Bake Table or Sweets table – sign-up sheet
in the hall!

● Tell your friends, family and neighbors about us:

Spread the word! Save the date! Shop and eat in St. Thomas’ style!

Let’s Make It The Best Bazaar Ever!

First Fruits Gratitude Sunday!

The Stewardship Committee is planning a festive breakfast on Gratitude Sunday November 29th between the services. We will celebrate the conclusion of our
Stewardship Campaign on that day. This complimentary breakfast is offered in joyful
gratitude for our parish family. The breakfast will be served from 8:45-9:45. If you
would like to bring something to share that morning, feel free to use the sign-up
sheets on the bulletin board in the parish hall. But it certainly isn’t necessary! This will
be a wonderful way to kick off our Advent season in a spirit of thankfulness.
Plan on joining us as we rejoice in all of our many blessings!

St. Thomas’
Room of Prayer and Healing

Have you seen it yet? The Room of Prayer and Healing is now open
and being used. It is a wonderful space in which to pray, and to be
prayed with, and prayed for! You just have to go downstairs in the
parish hall by way of the staircase just beyond the sacristy.

Our intention is to have a team of Prayer Ushers in the room for an hour each Sunday
after each service and after the healing service on Wednesday mornings. These Prayer
Ushers will be happy to pray with you for any need you may have.

You are invited, and indeed urged, to place a prayer request for yourself or for some
other person on one of the bulletin boards in the Room of Prayer and Healing. Prayer
Ushers, as well as others praying in the room will offer prayers for the people mentioned
on the prayer requests. Did you know that Bishop Knisely went into our new room to
pray? How wonderful!
You are also invited to go to the Room of Prayer and Healing at any time to pray in a
cozy space that has been set aside for prayer.

A NOTE TO PRAYER USHERS: PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE ORDER OF ST. LUKE
BULLETIN BOARD IN THE PARISH HALL FOR YOUR HOUR TO PRAY.

WINGS MEMBERS TO INDULGE IN BAZAARS!!

St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of Growing Spiritually) has

bazaar-mania during the months of November and December! It’s that time of
the year to lend a hand to St. Thomas’ Holly Berry Bazaar and to sample the

offerings at other bazaars in the area! At its November meeting on Monday,

November 16th (6 to 8pm), WINGS will meet in the parish hall to help bazaar

chief Sharon Thompson perform all the last-minute tasks involved in the set-up
of our bazaar, which will be held on Friday, November 20st and Saturday,

November 21nd. And then at their special early-December meeting on Saturday,

December 5th, the group will meet in the church parking lot at 10am to go “bazaar-

hopping” to several nearby bazaars, taking in lunch along the way. This is a great way to

support other local organizations as well as to get ideas for our future bazaars! If you are
a St. Thomas’ woman, you are automatically a member of WINGS. Join us for fun and
fellowship on either or both of these dates!

On Monday, November 9th , the Men’s Group will meet to plan meetings
for December and January. All the men of St. Thomas’ are invited to come and
help plan. Be at the Parish Hall at 7:00pm!

We would like
to thank everyone
who made the 3rd Annual St. Thomas’ “Trunk or Treat” a
success!

Thank you to all who were willing to lend a hand with planning, set-up, and
event fun. And thank you for all the donations of candy.
Donna Doris, organizer

A Parish Challenge!

I am going to go out on a limb and say that I believe EVERYONE wants to read the Bible – but
perhaps doesn’t know quite how to do that! It is said that 80% of all households own a Bible, but
only 1/3 have ever opened it and either read, or attempted to read it!

That doesn’t surprise me at all – the Bible can be intimidating! Logically, we start at the beginning
and then continue for awhile until we get bogged down in the genealogy or some of the drier parts
of the Old Testament. Understanding that the Bible is actually a collection of many books helps –
poetry, letters, narrative, love songs – it is all there. And each book of the Bible adds to the story of
God and God’s people – and that includes US!
How does a parish challenge work? Well – you are ALL invited to participate in The Bible
Challenge! We will be starting this exciting opportunity beginning in Lent – and the format is
incredibly user-friendly. There will be a chart given out with exactly what to read each day –
approximately 15 minutes, for 6 days a week (The assumption is that you are in church on the 7 th
day hearing Scripture read. ) “The Bible Challenge” book pictured above will be a wonderful aid
to our study. Each day’s Bible reading will include 3 chapters of Old Testament, 1 Psalm and 1
chapter of New Testament. The format is one page per day that has the reading assignment for
that day, and a short few paragraphs about the chapters for the day. At the bottom are two
questions to reflect on and a short prayer. This is an incredible aid in helping to understand what
you have just read! But wait – there’s more!

Even the most worthy of goals is hard to reach without some support – and participation in The
Bible Challenge is no exception. We are journeying together on our spiritual paths at St. Thomas.
So why not help one another with this project? You are asked to form a group of 6-8 individuals.
The role of the group is simple – it will be the place to take any questions, observations or
struggles and share them. Groups will meet for 45 minutes to an hour once a week. HOW will you
find a group? Well – you can form your own group, finding other people with whom to share this
year long experience. Or you can sign up for one of the groups that will be meeting at church.
WHO will be in your group? Well, you might start with your own circle of friends. But you might not
stop there – perhaps ask someone you don’t know as well and invite them to join your group. You

can certainly go outside the church – is there someone you know who has always wanted to read
the Bible and now this is a ready made opportunity for them? How wonderful to expand our
community with this Bible Challenge! WHERE will your group meet? Anywhere you’d like! Panera
or another coffee house, alternate at each other’s homes, at the church (check the calendar in the
office – first come first served for space) – your call! You could even choose to have a facebook
page and meet electronically to post your questions and insights and not even leave the house!
WHEN will your group meet? Anytime you’d like! Early in the morning, with a bag lunch
somewhere, before a meeting, after church, at night, on the weekend – it is your decision!

The School for Discipleship will be giving you all some great tools to ensure success in this
endeavor. The Wednesday nights in Advent will be all about how to read the Bible – background
information on the Old and New Testaments, which Bible to choose? Some great tools will be
explained and provided for your use – Atlases, Bible Commentaries, Concordances, Dictionaries –
all KINDS of things that will be wonderful resources. And then in January we will be meeting on
Wednesdays to find out more about how the groups will work, and exactly how this will all come
together. By the time Ash Wednesday rolls around on February 10th the excitement will be great!
And everyone will be set-up for success.

What do you have to do now? Well, you can prayerfully consider joining this challenge. And then
you can begin to pray about your group – and maybe even start asking others to be in your group.
Think about when and where you might like to meet. And then on First Advent – Nov. 29 – we will
begin signing up groups. Every single person who signs up by Christmas will get “The Bible
Challenge” book for FREE! (After December 25th the cost is $18.00) Also – we will provide you with
a loose-leaf notebook and all kinds of resources if you sign up early.
SO. Stay tuned and get ready to be challenged! For more information, here is a link that will give
you some wonderful videos to watch, including one by our own new Presiding Bishop Curry.
http://thecenterforbiblicalstudies.org/

I really want everyone to consider taking part in this amazing challenge – it will be such a
rewarding time for our entire community. If you have any questions – just sing out. We are going to
have a wonderful year together in this adventure – hold onto your hats!
Blessings, Susan+

WHAT IS ALTAR GUILD?

The Altar Guild is a group whose ministry strives to create a setting in the Sanctuary that
celebrates God and invites reverence and worship. It is a ministry of much time and many
talents. There are 4 teams of 3 members each, as well as, special teams, substitutes, and our
consulting directress.
Altar work goes on quietly and spiritually behind the scenes to prepare the altar area and
Sanctuary for weekly and special services such as baptisms, weddings, and funerals. This
ministry helps all to experience an organized, beautiful, and efficient worship. The members
work in teams on a weekly basis; each group serving around once a month. During the
Christmas Season and the Easter Season, all members share the responsibilities.

Each week, linens are cleaned, brass is polished, oil candles are filled, and the church is
prepared for services. The Special Teams group of the Altar Guild take care of items like linens
and oil candles. Other areas of this ministry include the purchase of communion wafers, wine,
flowers, and other miscellaneous purchases like pencils, pew cards, and hand sanitizer for the
good of the church community.
Looking to the future of this ministry as our parish continues to grow, we continue to make
changes that enhance worship within the Episcopal tradition. We continue to seek new
members who may be interested in this ministry as a full time member or a substitute.

Interested in learning more about the St. Thomas Altar Guild? Please contact Donna
Doris.

CHANGES TO PRAYER CHAIN ANNOUNCED

As St. Thomas’ Prayer Ministry expands and evolves, changes are being made so that
the various prayer-centered groups of the church will coordinate with one another and their
functions do not overlap. Meeting with Reverend Susan and Father Don, the
Prayer Chain has decided to change its emphasis to short-term, immediate
prayer that is appropriate in a crisis situation. Parishioners may call any
member of the Prayer Chain to request immediate prayer; that person will
assure that the message is passed along to all other members, and intense
prayer will continue for 24 hours. If the person requesting prayer desires it to
continue for more than 24 hours, they should contact Father Don about having their person’s
name posted on the Prayer Room’s bulletin board intended for those in need of ongoing prayer.
This means that the Prayer Chain will no longer keep a list of names of folks to be prayed for on
a continuous basis; this will be the responsibility of the Prayer Room participants. The list of
Prayer Chain members and their phone numbers will soon be generated in bookmark form.
Questions can be addressed to Father Don or Jean Marz.

“We gather together…”

One of our Outreach traditions at St. Thomas’ is to put together Thanksgiving
Baskets for people who might not be able to afford a special Thanksgiving dinner. (If
YOU know of anyone who might need such a basket – let Rev. Susan know ASAP!)
There are sign-up sheets on the Outreach bulletin board in the parish hall for all of
the many components of our baskets. Please deliver groceries and gift cards to the
specially marked bins in the Rectory on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday from
9:00am – 1:00pm (Joan’s hours) OR after the 5:30pm Saturday night service or on
Sunday morning right into the Parish Hall so everything doesn’t get mixed up with the
bazaar!
We need everything by 11:00am on Sunday Nov. 22rd. We’ll assemble the baskets
right after the 10:00am service if you would like to help out. Thank you in advance for
your generosity. 30 families will be able to enjoy a Thanksgiving meal because of your
kindness.
VESTRY SHARES WEATHER CONCERNS

St. Thomas’ vestry wishes to remind parishioners that when

winter weather turns nasty for weeks on end, such as happened

during the last two years, it can be a challenge getting to the front

door of the church from the parking lot safely! Especially when snow and ice are

piled high along the sides of Route 44, keeping the sidewalk cleared presents a real
challenge! As an alternate to this route, the vestry reminds us that parishioners
can enter the church by walking through the parish hall, saving them from

navigating the dangerous street. Because the parish hall steps and ramp are

accessible directly from the parking lot, the street may be avoided completely.
Safety is a major concern in snowy, icy weather! Let’s stay safe this winter.

St. Thomas’ will be celebrating a Eucharistic service on Thanksgiving
Eve, which falls on Wednesday November 25th this year. This joyful
service will be held at 7:00pm, with music provided by our own Brian
Larkin. Come and celebrate this season of gratitude as we reflect on all
of our many blessings. There will be refreshments and fellowship after
the service in our parish hall. All attendees are requested to bring along a
non-perishable food item for the Smithfield Food Bank. Let us stop and
take a moment in our preparations for Thanksgiving Day to praise our
Creator for all that we have, and all that we are. Join us!

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9 am to 1 pm or by appointment

Advent Wreath Workshop on Friday night – Nov. 27th
Stop in anytime from 6:00-8:00pm to create a wreath!

Come and join us for an inter-generational event! All are welcome. The workshop
cost is $5.00 per wreath. That includes all the supplies to create your fresh
wreath: purple & pink tapers, an Advent calendar and prayers to use with your
wreath daily. Advent begins on Sunday, November 29 th – so you will be all ready
with a fragrant, lovely wreath!

Bring: ----Clippers or old scissors
------ Greens! If you have any evergreens in your yard, please bring some
clippings along. Good greens include: Spruce, Hemlock, Pine, Holly, Cedar, Boxwood,
Juniper, Princess Pine – and red berries. We will share our greens in the center of
the hall and have some really lovely wreaths to take home to begin our celebration
of Advent. Limit of 24 – first come, first served….Join us!
************************************************************************
I would love to hold a spot for creating an Advent wreath!

Family Name: ______________________Phone #__________
We are able to bring greens: ____ yes ____no

(Tear off and include this portion with $5.00 in an envelope and return to the
office, or put into the offering plate. Mark the envelope to the attn. of Susan+)

Advent Lessons & Carols

Sunday November 29th, 4:00pm

"Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be
our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again
the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go
even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a
manger..."

So begins the heart-catching Service of Advent Lessons and Carols, a
beloved service one can find being used in some form or another by
Anglicans throughout the world. Why is it so compelling? Is it the
beautiful sacred spaces in England that are associated with it, in
services broadcast annually by the BBC and re-broadcast by PBS? No.
The service originated in a cathedral, but the cathedral, Truro, was at
the time a wooden shed and resembled not even faintly the cathedral
that it is today. Is it the exquisite music? It, too, is beautiful, but I don’t think so. I believe
that the deeper power of this service lies first in its lessons that pierce the human heart and
fill it, too.
The Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols provides an opportunity for Brian Larkin and the
choir of our parish to gather and lead us in marking the beginning of the church year and to
sharpen our focus on Advent, a season of preparation leading us to a fuller understanding of
our celebration of the Nativity, which is to come.
Come hear again the readings from Holy Scripture that tell the story of the fall in the garden
of Eden and God’s ensuing promise of redemption through the birth, life, death, and
resurrection of his Son, Jesus. The choral music offered by the choir and the congregational
hymns are chosen to reflect on these passages and meant to help anchor us more securely
in heart and mind as we wait with joyful expectation for the coming of our Lord and
Savior. Who might you invite to join us?

Interested in healing? Would you like to learn more about healing prayer?
Perhaps you would like to discover how you can be a part of the growing
healing ministry of St. Thomas’ Church. Then the meetings of the Order of St.
Luke are for you!

The Order of St. Luke is a fellowship of folks locally, nationally, and
internationally who gather to learn about the healing ministry,
share healing testimonies, enjoy fellowship, and participate in healing services.

Come check us out on the 4th Monday night of each month beginning at 6:30. A healing
service in the church follows each service.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTREACH ANNOUNCED
Knitting Ministry: On October 22nd, St. Thomas’ hosted the Central Deanery

meeting, where the agenda focused on what the various churches are doing for

outreach. St. James’ in North Providence has a knitting club which meets on Monday
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 each week. Hats, mittens, and scarves are being made
for the homeless. The Church Beyond the Walls in Providence and the shelter
housed at St. Paul’s in Pawtucket are two of the groups receiving these warm

treasures. Here is a cool detail!! Lessons in knitting are offered during the meeting

hours for those of us (ahem, such as yours truly) who need them. This is a great opportunity to
engage in an outreach project while learning a new skill and enjoying fellowship!

Sock Ministry: At the Deanery meeting, Jane Jellison, the Parish Administrator at St.

Paul’s, Pawtucket, spoke about the homeless shelter that is housed there from the first

of November through the end of April. It is run by House of Hope and houses 15 people
each night. One way in which we can help this shelter and other agencies that serve the

homeless is by providing new socks for those receiving their services. We have provided

socks for the homeless in the past, and I would like to reactivate this ministry. I cannot
fathom how miserable it must be to not have clean, warm socks. I can also assure you
that the lack of socks is a health as well as a comfort issue. What can you do? Well,

first of all we need socks, plain white athletic-style socks, for both men and women. A bin will soon

appear in the parish hall to collect them, and I will be enlisting helpers to wrap the socks, along with
a candy bar, into packages.

I am really excited about these opportunities to reach outside our walls! If everyone does a

little, great things can happen! If you have any questions, please email me at
Phyllisspaziano@gmail.com, or text me at 524-7035. Thanks!

CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE PLANNED
Save the date!! On Saturday, December 12 we will be hosting our annual St. Thomas’

Christmas Cookie Sale from 9 to 12 (or as long as they last!) in the parish hall. All cookies sold are
homemade and will be sold by the pound. Bakers are needed for these delights! So dig out your

favorite recipes for Christmas confections and watch for the sign-up sheet in the parish hall. Yum
yum!

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Nancy Burton 3
Douglas Leclerc 3
Ruth Lambert 4
Christopher Todd 5
Chris Todd 6
Taylor Coupe 9
Kaydence Coupe 11
Cynthia Johnson 12
Jeffrey Gales 13
Rhonda Kehoe 13

Forrest Crooks 14

Stephen Kemp 14
Jessica Plante 17
Jeffrey Tessier 17
Timothy Kane 18
Nathaniel Leclerc 18
Michael Spaziano 18
Cheryl Thompson 18
Harry Anderson 22

Tina DiMillo 22

Liliana Reyes 22
Adelaide Harris 23
Karen Pare 24
Leigh-Ann Plante 24
Carol Dickinson 25
George Russell 27
Dom Whitten 29
Charlie Harris 30
Elijah Toure 30

NOVEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Ron and Cheryl Hodgins 6
Michael and Tiffani Herchen 10
Dennis and Melanie Kohler 25
Maury and Nancy Boulais 27

On October 25th at the 10:00am service the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism was administered to three new members of our
Christian family.
Welcome, little ones!
Benjamin Rocco LeBlanc
son of Dyana and Jeffrey LeBlanc

Abigail Elizabeth Grace
Emily Rose Grace
daughters of Wendy and Peter Grace

Lord, fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit!

2015 Christmas Flower
Dedication

The beautiful poinsettias, greenery and other plants that will adorn our sanctuary, narthex and nave will
be a special part of the celebration of Christmas at St. Thomas’ Church. We invite all parishioners to
share in the experience through a memorial or thanksgiving gift. The amount of your donation is up to
you. Names of the loved ones you honor or remember will be printed in the Christmas bulletins. Flower
Dedication forms are in this edition of our newsletter and are also available in the narthex (entry of the
church). They are due in the Parish office no later than December 11th if you desire the names of your
loved ones to be in the Christmas bulletins. Let us join together to beautify our worship space to God’s
glory this Christmas season!
To contribute to the flowers, fill out the attached form and drop in the plate on Sunday or mail it to the
parish office with your donation. Please honor the deadline and have your donations in by Dec. 11 th!

*************************************************************************************
Please make checks payable to St. Thomas’ with “Christmas flowers” in the memo line.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

In memory of
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
AND/OR

In thanksgiving for
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Your name and phone number
___________________________________________________________________________________
RETURN THIS FORM TO: St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828

The Newsletter of St. Thomas’ Church
November 2015
A COLLECT FOR THANKSGIVING DAY
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits
of the earth in their season and for the labors of those who harvest
them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for
the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need,
to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
BCP, p. 246

November 2015
Sun
1 8:00 HE

Mon
2

Tue
3

Youth Sunday

4 9:00 HE &

6:00-8:00 pm
Book & Movie
Club

9

7
Convention

7:00-8:30
School for
Discipleship

Convention

5:30—HE

10

11 9:00 HE & 12

13

14

9:30—2:00pm

15 8:00 HE

6

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

Stewardship
breakfast

Crafting group

7:00pm
Men’s Group

16

Sat

Crafting group

Healing service

10:00 HE

5

Fri

9:30—2:00pm

8:45-9:45

9:30 Sunday
school

Thu

Healing service

10:00 HE

8 8:00 HE

Wed

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

17

7:00-8:30
School for
Discipleship

6:30pm
Vestry

18

19

4:00pm
Alzheimers
mtg.

5:30—HE
20

21

Hollyberry
Bazaar

Hollyberry

9:00 HE &

9:30 Sunday
school

Healing service

10:00 HE

Bazaar

4:00-8:00pm 8:00-4:00pm
6:00-8:00pm

WINGS

22 8:00 HE 23
9:30 Sunday
school

10:00 HE
Thanksgiving
Baskets

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting

8:00pm
Healing
Service

29 8:00 HE 30

7:00—8:30pm
Adult Formation

24

5:30—HE
25

26

27

9:00 HE &
Healing service

6:00-8:00pm
Advent Wreath
Workshop

7:00pm
Thanksgiving
Eve Service
Looking
ahead:

ALSO on
Dec. 6th:

9:30 Sunday
school

Dec. 6th…
2:00pm

10:00 HE
4:00pm

5:00pm
St. Nicholas
potluck & service

concert

8:45-9:45
Gratitude breakfast

Advent Lessons & Carols

28

“Encore for
your Pleasure”

5:30—HE

