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The Christian calendar begins its new year not on January 1, but on the first
Sunday of Advent – which is always four Sundays before Christmas. Our word “Advent”
derives from Adventus, which means “coming,” and originally referred just to the feast of
Christmas. But over time the season of Advent took on a double meaning. Today it refers
both to the “first coming” of Jesus Christ in his birth at Christmas, and to his “second
coming” at the end of time.

For many of us today the weeks of December are filled – usually overfilled! – with
activities and family traditions. Our days are packed with festive preparations: buying
presents, baking cookies and breads, preparing for guests, decorating trees, and perhaps
attending parties. So it can be disconcerting to find that when we arrive at church on the
Sundays of Advent we encounter not only hopeful signs of the birth of the baby Jesus but
also sober warnings about judgment at the end of time and a call to “forsake our sins” in
preparation for Jesus’ second coming. We celebrate the light of Christ coming into the
world – but it comes to a world that is often broken and dark.
It is important to remember that Advent is not just a season in which we recall an
event of the past – Jesus’ birth – but also a time in which we look to the present and the
future. When will Jesus come again? When will we see the Kingdom of God on earth, as
it is in heaven? And, of course – no one knows. And so the more important questions
might be: What can we do as the Church, Christ’s body here on earth, to bring about
God’s reign of justice and peace today? What can we do as individuals to reorder our
lives in the light of God’s love?
Each Advent we turn to these questions anew. Advent is a time of spiritual preparation;
may we prepare ourselves with a profound sense of God’s peace in our lives.
Advent Blessings! Rev. Susan+

CHRISTMAS EVE
Tonight the greatest gift is mine,
Though it bears no wrapping or bow.
You’ll not find it ‘neath my parlor pine
Or buried in the snow.
This magical evening brings to me
The gift of a story that’s told.
The package isn’t one you can see
And it’s more than two-thousand-years-old.
It started when a baby boy was born
Beneath a shimmering star.
And a journey began the very next morn
By wise men near and far.
The gift is offered every year
To those whose hearts are ready;
That baby returns and holds me near
His love is true and steady.
How, you may ask, do I know for sure?
The answer is simple, you see:
I see his hand in all that endures
And in all that is precious to me.
Amid the holiday tinsel and cheer
Many gifts you will discover.
But none so dear as Jesus ChristLike him, there is no other.
-Barbara A. Whitman
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Individual contributions of personal reflection and spiritual experiences are welcomed.

Advent Study

Our Advent preparation this year is a little unusual. Instead of a stand- alone series,
this year we are tying our Advent time into an upcoming all-parish project coming
down the pike. And what would THAT be? Well – the Bible Challenge!! In order to
fully embrace the challenge of reading the Bible in a year, the School of Discipleship
wants to offer some very real tools to everyone. So our Advent study this year will be
an overview of the Bible!
For three weeks – December 2nd, 9th and 16th we will hold a study from 7:00-8:30pm.
Come and learn more about our sacred Scriptures.
● Dec. 2nd – an overview of the Bible.
● Dec. 9th – a look at the Old Testament
● Dec. 16th – a look at the New Testament
Plan on joining Susan+, Don+, and Fritz to learn some wonderful and amazing
things about our Bible as we get ready to read the Bible in a year!

(Psst – everyone who comes to the Wednesday classes will get a wonderful
notebook in preparation for our Challenge!!)

WINGS GROUP PLANS BAZAAR HOP

St. Thomas’ WINGS members (Women in Need of Growing Spiritually)
will hold its December meeting at an earlier time this month, gathering in the St.
Thomas’ parking lot on Saturday, December 5th at 10:00am sharp. From there,
we will carpool to several area Christmas bazaars, to sample goodies, buy gifts,
and lend our support to other churches nearby. Perhaps we will even get some
ideas to incorporate into our own bazaar next year! Along the way we’ll stop for
lunch and rest our weary feet. Arlene Finucane and Ruth Lambert will be mapping out
the group’s itinerary. Join us for fun and fellowship!

St. Nicholas Family Night
Sunday, December 6th at 5:00pm

Join us for a wonderful evening of food and fun as we explore the legends
and stories of St. Nicholas – and who knows, we might have a visit from the
good man himself! If you are weary of the commercialism of Christmas, and
want to share a different way with our children – this is the night for you!
We will begin in the Parish Hall at 5:00 with a Potluck supper. Then we will
go into the church for an informal little service that will include some
delightful story-telling especially designed for our littlest ones! They will
participate in the legend by leaving their shoes around the altar – in hopes
of experiencing something magical. We will go back up to the hall for dessert
and coffee, and then after dessert, the children will go back into the church
and reclaim their shoes from around the altar. There will be some special
surprises in their shoes, illustrating an important St. Nicholas custom. Come
join in the fun – this is for all ages – EVERYONE is welcome, so bring friends,
children and grandchildren!
There will be a table set up with art supplies to make some Christmas cards
for our shut-in parishioners.
+++

Sign up in the parish hall, or call the office to respond if you are able
to join the fun. (949-2260) During conversations with parents, it is
clear that we all want more opportunities to gather together – and
here is a wonderful chance! (And it will be an early night – we’ll be
done around 6:30!)

If you would like to bring something for the potluck or dessert – that
would be great. And if life gets in the way, and you don’t have time
to bring something – PLEASE come anyway – there is always enough
food at our suppers!

Old-fashioned Christmas Concert

Come and enjoy some holiday music with a concert performed by
“Encore for your Pleasure” . Our own Mimi Freeman and Norm Martin are part of
this lively group that gives many concerts – and we are the lucky ones that got a
date on their very full calendars! So plan on joining us on Sunday afternoon
December 6th at 2:00pm in the church.

A free-will offering will be collected during intermission.

Giving Tree Arrives on December 6th

This year St. Thomas’ will be making Christmas a little brighter for seven families
who are active with Tri-Town! As in the past, you may help by choosing a tag from
the Giving Tree in the parish hall and purchasing the gifts listed on it for a child in
need. Tags will be ready on Sunday, December 6th. We are asking that you wrap
your gifts, attach the tag from the tree to them, and return them by Sunday, December
20th. Don’t forget to sign the notebook provided, so we have a record of who is
purchasing each request. This St. Thomas’ tradition will gladden your heart as you
gladden the Christmas of those you give to!

Cookie Sale Coming Soon!

Our annual Cookie sale will be held on Saturday, December
12th from 9 to 12 noon in the parish hall. When you are in the
kitchen whipping up your favorite Christmas cookie recipe, why not
bake an extra batch for our sale? Cookies will be sold by the pound,
and since we sold out last year, loads of donations would be
appreciated! Please tell us what you will bring by signing the sheet in
the parish hall. Cookies may be dropped off on Friday the 11th.
Pleases label each type of cookie and indicate whether they contain
nuts. This event is open to the public, so invite your friends to come with you and choose from
the mouth-watering array on the 12th. Yum yum!!

A Parish Challenge!

The time is drawing nearer for our Bible Challenge!! Groups are being formed, people are ramping
up for the discipline and fun of it all. In the parish office, we are creating notebooks to hand out at
the Wednesday classes in preparation for the Challenge.
How does a parish challenge work? Well – you are ALL invited to participate in The Bible
Challenge! We will be starting this exciting opportunity beginning in Lent – and the format is
incredibly user-friendly. There will be a chart given out with exactly what to read each day –
approximately 15 minutes, for 6 days a week (The assumption is that you are in church on the 7 th
day hearing Scripture read! ) “The Bible Challenge” book pictured above will be a wonderful aid to
our study. Each day’s Bible reading will include 3 chapters of Old Testament, 1 Psalm and 1
chapter of New Testament. The format is one page per day that has the reading assignment for
that day, and a short few paragraphs about the chapters for the day. At the bottom are two
questions to reflect on and a short prayer. This is an incredible aid in helping to understand what
you have just read! But wait – there’s more!

Can you simply read the Bible at home by yourself? Of course. BUT - a big BUT – it is far more
powerful and successful to read the Bible in community with one another. So that leads us to talk
about groups….Groups consist of 6-8 individuals. The role of the group is simple – it will be the
place to take any questions, observations or struggles and share them. Groups will meet for 45
minutes to an hour once a week. HOW will you find a group? Well – you can form your own group,
finding other people with whom to share this year long experience. Or you can sign up for one of
the groups that will be meeting at church.
WHO will be in your group? Well, you might start with your own circle of friends. But you might not
stop there – perhaps ask someone you don’t know as well and invite them to join your group. You
can certainly go outside the church – is there someone you know who has always wanted to read
the Bible and now this is a ready made opportunity for them? How wonderful to expand our
community with this Bible Challenge! WHERE will your group meet? Anywhere you’d like! Panera
or another coffee house, alternate at each other’s homes, at the church (check the calendar in the
office – first come first served for space) – your call! You could even choose to have a facebook
page and meet electronically to post your questions and insights and not even leave the house!

WHEN will your group meet? Anytime you’d like! Early in the morning, with a bag lunch
somewhere, before a meeting, after church, at night, on the weekend – it is your decision!

The School for Discipleship will be giving you all some great tools to ensure success in this
endeavor. Three Wednesday nights in Advent will be all about how to read the Bible – background
information on the Old and New Testaments, which Bible to choose? Some great tools will be
explained and provided for your use – Atlases, Bible Commentaries, Concordances, Dictionaries –
all KINDS of things that will be wonderful resources. And then in January we will be meeting on
Wednesdays to find out more about how the groups will work, and exactly how this will all come
together. By the time Ash Wednesday rolls around on February 10th the excitement will be great!
And everyone will be set-up for success.

What do you have to do now? Well, you can prayerfully consider joining this challenge. And then
you can begin to pray about your group – and maybe even start asking others to be in your group.
Think about when and where you might like to meet. And now it is time to SIGN-UP!! . Every single
person who signs up by Christmas will get “The Bible Challenge” book for FREE! (After December
25th the cost is $18.00) Also – we will provide you with a loose-leaf notebook and all kinds of
resources if you sign up early.
SO. Get ready to be challenged! I really want everyone to consider taking part in this amazing
challenge – it will be such a rewarding time for our entire community. If you have any questions –
just sing out. We are going to have a wonderful year together in this adventure – hold onto your
hats!
Blessings, Susan+

A Christmas Gift for our Parents!

We are offering all parents a gift – the gift of time! On Friday night December 18 th,
parents can drop off their children at the church and we will have a Santa’s workshop
night! If you would like to come and volunteer to take part in the fun and help with
crafting or any other part of the night, we’d love to have you join us.

Dinner will be provided and there will be Christmas crafting, popcorn making, game playing
and movie watching that will ensue! Parents can use the time away to shop, go out to eat or
have an old-fashioned date night. You must sign up or call the office to register your
family – hours are 5:00pm – 8:00pm and this is for all kids from K-7 th grade. Any
questions? Ask Susan+

A Service of Light

The holidays can be a difficult time for anyone who has suffered loss or hurt. Many
congregations across the country now offer a special service to recognize that reality.
Sometimes called a “Blue Christmas” or “A Service of Comfort”, WE have chosen to call
ours “A Service of Light”. Sometimes our culture calls us to feel jolly and festive and
we simply do not feel that way. By gathering in sacred space we can recognize the depth
of the season and help process those feelings that might be held within during the
holidays. By doing so, we can all celebrate more fully, knowing we have acknowledged
those who are no longer with us. This is a service that incorporates silence, hauntingly
beautiful music and the gradual lighting of candles to help dispel the darkness of the
longest night of the year, Monday, December 21st. Coming together, we can provide
comfort and hope for one another. This service starts at 7:00pm and all are welcome to
join us at this simple, peaceful service.

Gathering prayer: God of mercy, hear our prayer this Advent season for ourselves and for

our families who live with painful thoughts and memories of loss. We ask for strength for
today, courage for tomorrow and peace for the past. We ask these things in the name of your
Christ who shares our lives in joy and sorrow; death and new birth; despair and promise. And
may the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace that we may abound in hope in the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Christmas Services

Christmas Eve, Thursday 12/24/15
Eve of the Feast of our Lord’s Nativity

12:00 noon Holy Eucharist, with music.
This service will include Christmas hymns & carols.
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist, with music.
The Liturgy of the Word will include the
telling of the Christmas Story while the
children place the figures into the Crèche.

10:00pm Holy Eucharist, with music.
This service will include the choir & candlelight.

Christmas Day, Friday 12/25/15
Feast of our Lord’s Nativity

10:00am Holy Eucharist.
This service is a traditional Christmas morning
service with quiet, instrumental Christmas music
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Interested in serving on our Vestry?

Serving on the Vestry includes the following responsibilities:

1. To pray for our Church and its leaders.
2. To regularly attend the worship services of the church.
3. To observe the Canons of the Diocese and the National Church.
4. To support the Rector, other clergy and staff.
5. To provide leadership for the congregation.
6. To attend monthly Vestry meetings
7. To help determine and support Outreach opportunities.
8. To set goals and implement priorities for the upcoming year and beyond.
9. To be willing to serve on at least one ministry committee.
10. To formulate and manage the financial operations of St. Thomas’ Church.
11. To assist the Rector in overseeing the physical plant and grounds.
12. To arrange for elections to the Vestry.
13. To attend and support special events at St. Thomas’.
14. To participate in and support Diocesan programs and activities.
15. To incorporate new members into church life and help to equip, support
and motivate all members for their ministries.
16. To attend a yearly Vestry Retreat.
17. To make a financial pledge to the life of the Church.

If you are interested in serving as a Vestry person, please contact one of these
members of the nominating committee: Tim Kane, Paul DelMolino,
Fritz Gorman, Kim Murdoch and Rick Kyte.
FROM THE MAILBOX…..

I would like to thank everyone who came to my “Let’s Go to the

Movies” concert a few weeks ago and for the generous gift from the

vestry and congregation! ...as always, much appreciated but unnecessary.
It was entirely my pleasure. I think that at “a certain age” we need

projects to keep us going and this was one of my projects. I am already thinking about
another one! Blessings and peace, Brian Larkin

Notice of our Annual Meeting

Pursuant to the By-Laws of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
The Annual Meeting of the parish will be held on

Sunday, January 24, 2016

At St. Thomas’ Church, 1 Smith Ave. Greenville, RI
Commencing at 11:30 am

Business to be transacted at the meeting shall include:

1. Annual Reports of the Rector, Wardens, and Committees
2. Presentation of the 2016 Budget
3. Election of new Vestry members and Diocesan Delegates to
Deanery and Convention.

Parish Ministry
Annual Reports from 2015

If you are a leader of a ministry here at St. Thomas’, now is the
time to
begin thinking about your Annual Report to the parish! If you have any questions, direct
them to Rick Kyte, our Junior Warden.

December 29, 2015 is the deadline for submitting your report to the office so that it may
be included in the Annual Reports booklet of St. Thomas’ Church that will be distributed
before our parish Annual Meeting: January 24, 2016.
Submissions should be made electronically and sent to Joan at:
office@stthomasepiscopalri.org

2015 Christmas Flower
Dedication

The beautiful poinsettias, greenery and other plants that will adorn our sanctuary, narthex and nave will
be a special part of the celebration of Christmas at St. Thomas’ Church. We invite all parishioners to
share in the experience through a memorial or thanksgiving gift. The amount of your donation is up to
you. Names of the loved ones you honor or remember will be printed in the Christmas bulletins. Flower
Dedication forms are in this edition of our newsletter and are also available in the narthex (entry of the
church). They are due in the Parish office no later than December 11th if you desire the names of your
loved ones to be in the Christmas bulletins. Let us join together to beautify our worship space to God’s
glory this Christmas season!
To contribute to the flowers, fill out the attached form and drop in the plate on Sunday or mail it to the
parish office with your donation. Please honor the deadline and have your donations in by Dec. 11 th!

*************************************************************************************
Please make checks payable to St. Thomas’ with “Christmas flowers” in the memo line.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

In memory of
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
AND/OR

In thanksgiving for
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Your name and phone number
___________________________________________________________________________________
RETURN THIS FORM TO: St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828

Susan Carpenter 2
Margaret Hayter 2
Deborah Ciotola 7
Benjamin Todd 8
Marion Williams 8
Emily Allard 11
Joe Gartner 11
Stephen Grassel 11

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

James Gass 12
Andrew Spaziano 13
Melanie Kohler 15
Louie Lambert 15
Jeanne Hart 16
Gladys Kemp 16
Carol Parker 21

Nancy Miller 22
Carol Thurber 24
Mimi Freeman 25
Ellen Winsor 26
Tim Boucher 27
Emma Murdoch 27
Marty Brown 28
Beatrice Morrow 28

DECEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Bob and Lois Whittaker 6
Jeff and Donna Doris 13
Walter and Elaine Passano 29
Ron and Carol Slocum 30

Upcoming Dates For Baptism
Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 10, 2016

Great Vigil of Easter
Saturday, March 26, 2016

Please speak with Rev. Susan for more information .
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The Newsletter of St. Thomas’ Church
December, 2015
“Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.
Born thy people to deliver,

Born a child, and yet a king,

Born to reign in us for ever,

Now thy gracious kingdom bring.”

Charles Wesley, 1982 Hymnal

