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Our Parish Challenge!

We are getting closer to the start of our Bible Challenge! 53 people have accepted the challenge so
far to read the Bible in a year – do YOU want to join us? Simply see Susan+ with any questions
and to reserve a workbook. We will be starting this exciting opportunity in Lent.
You will be given the reading assignment for each day – approximately 15 minutes.“The Bible
Challenge” book pictured above will be a wonderful aid to our study. Can you simply read the Bible
at home by yourself? Of course. BUT - it is also wonderful to reflect on your reading with other
people. (We currently have a Saturday morning group that will be meeting from 9:00 -10:00am at
the church that would love some new folks to join them!)

The School for Discipleship

The School for Discipleship is going to help us as we lead up to the Bible Challenge. At three
Wednesday meetings you will receive your workbooks, find out just how the groups will work and
have a practice session. By the time Ash Wednesday rolls around on February 10 th the excitement
will be great! And everyone will be set-up for success to begin on February 15 th

So on the Wednesday nights of January 20th, January 27th and February 3rd we will meet from
7:00-8:30pm in preparation for the challenge. After Easter we will resume the weekly schedule for
The School for Discipleship – and there are going to be exciting new topics that you will NOT want
to miss!!
THERE IS STILL TIME TO SIGN UP! We are going to have a wonderful year together
in this most grand adventure -- hold onto your hats! Blessings, Susan+

Year-End Statements
Just a reminder that we are in the process of upgrading our
computer system and must close out the financial year
2015 on January 5, 2016. If you want your pledge or
Capital Campaign contributions to be posted to your 2015
statements, they MUST be received on or before January
5th. Any contributions received after that date will be credited toward the
2016 collections. Thanks for your cooperation, and feel free to see me with
questions.
John Gallonio, Treasurer

St. Thomas’ Pledge Envelopes
2016 pledge envelopes are now available! You may pick
them up in the back of church. (If you would like a box of
pledge envelopes, we must have a 2016 pledge card filed in
the office.) The good news is if you have not yet made a
pledge to St. Thomas’, it is never too late! Pledge forms are available in the
narthex (entryway) of the church. Simply drop a completed form in the
offering plate, or mail it in to the church office. Thank you for supporting St.
Thomas financially in the coming year.
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2016 Epiphany Pageant

Our annual Epiphany Pageant will take place on Sunday January 10 th at 4:00pm
in the Church. The pageant features our Sunday school children. It is always a
lovely occasion that tells the familiar story in a wonderfully festive way. Parents,
grandparents, aunts and uncles are ALWAYS welcome – the more the merrier!

There will be a potluck supper immediately following the pageant, and if you want
to contribute to the meal, you are certainly welcome to do so. Just drop your
dishes off upstairs in the hall before coming down to church. One of our famous
sign-up sheets is posted in the parish hall and will help us plan! We need some
help to set up, serve, and clean up – so if you can help out, that would be great!
Plan to join us for what promises to be a special evening indeed as we celebrate
the Feast of the Epiphany – St. Thomas’ style!

Stewardship Corner

2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

The Stewardship Committee, the Vestry and the Finance Committee
want to thank everyone who has stepped forward to support the
mission and ministry of St. Thomas’ Church financially. The dollar
amount pledged right now for our Annual Stewardship Campaign
”Offering our First Fruits” is $153,485. But more importantly, we have
111 families who have chosen to make a faith statement of committing
to the future of St. Thomas’ for 2016. Over 40% of our folks have
increased their pledges from last year – a wonderful leap of faith. And
we have 10 new pledges! Thank you to all who have come together to
support God’s work in our little corner of the world – and know that it
is never too late to make a pledge.

Our 165th

The 165th Annual Meeting of St. Thomas’ will take place on January 24th at 11:30am
in the parish hall. Who should come to our parish meeting? Why – everyone! It is a

way that we come together as a community to stay on top of matters pertaining to
the financial and administrative health of the parish. We elect new members of

Vestry and Parish Delegates to Convention. We take a look back, and we also look

to the future. If you have never come to an Annual Meeting – ESPECIALLY if you
haven’t come to an Annual Meeting – we hope to see you on Sunday, January 24 th

after the 2nd service! (Annual Meeting packets will be available after services on
Sunday, January 17th in the parish hall – sign in to receive one)

Beautiful fresh flowers grace the sanctuary of St. Thomas’ Church each
Sunday; they certainly enhance the beauty of our worship space. They also provide
joy and comfort to those who receive them after the services on Sunday as a part
of our pastoral care. Contributions may be made in honor, memory or thanksgiving
of loved ones. The name(s) of your loved one(s) will be printed in the Sunday
worship bulletin. The donation for altar flowers is $35. (Please note: there are no
altar flowers during the season of Lent.)

The new “Altar Flower Chart” for 2016 is at the bottom of the stairs from the
parish hall on the way into the church. Each Sunday is on the chart, and names are
listed when they have already been reserved to assist you with picking a date. We
only take two dedications per Sunday, so it is first come, first served. Only when a
check is received in the office is your date considered reserved. If there are two
names on any given date, please pick an alternate date. Altar flower dedication
forms are available in the wooden rack in the Narthex or in the Parish Office. We
are now accepting requests for 2016 – so you may reserve any Sunday in 2016 now!
If you have any questions, just stop in or call Joan in the office. (949-2260).

WINGS TO USE KITCHEN FOR INREACH PROJECT

At its January meeting (Monday, January 18th, 6pm), St.
Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of Growing Spiritually) will
make use of our lovely, functional new kitchen to prepare meals to
be used for an inreach/outreach project. Once completed, the
dishes will be frozen and available to Reverend Susan to access
when she makes pastoral calls to families under stress, so they may
have a home-cooked meal to warm and comfort them. What a great way to reach
out to others in our community, both those within and without our walls! Some
planning time will also allow the group to consider ideas for 2016 programs. Come
bring your apron and your ideas! All women of the church are cordially invited.

中国夜

China Night

Luke Thompson is back from his travels in China and is
going to share his experience with us on

Friday, January 22nd
6:00pm – 8:00pm

Come get a taste of China through his photographs and
firsthand accounts of Chinese culture, as well as his
reflections about the daily life in Beijing and his travels to
Shanghai, Hong Kong and Hangzhou.

Enjoy Chinese take-out at 6:00pm – please select your food
when you sign up!

谢谢

Free will donations gratefully accepted on the night!

MEN OF ST. THOMAS’

The men of St. Thomas’ will kick off the new year with two fellowship
events scheduled for Sunday, January 31, and Friday March 11.

On Sunday, January 31, at 3:00, we will bowl at TOWN HALL BOWLING
(SMITHFIELD BOWLING) 1463 Atwood Ave # 7,
Johnston. We will bowl at 3:00. All the aches and pains resulting from the
last time we bowled should now be healed, so plan to come and work up
some new aches and pains - no sweat, St. Thomas’ has very capable
healing teams!
The second event is a Providence Bruins game scheduled for Friday,
March 11th at 7:05.

More details and signup sheets will be forthcoming after the holidays!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
Tuesday, February 9th
5:00pm – 7:00pm

Shrove Tuesday (the day before Ash Wednesday) was the day all households were to
use up all milk, eggs and fat to prepare for the strict fasting of Lent. These ingredients
were made into pancakes, a meal which came to symbolize preparation for the
discipline of Lent, from the English tradition. “Shrove” comes from the verb “to shrive”
(to confess and receive absolution) prior to the start of the Lenten season. Other
names for this day include Carnival (farewell to meat) and Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday of
the French tradition).
Join us in a traditional Shrove Tuesday Dinner:

An “all-you-can-eat” pancake feast!

We will enjoy fluffy plain, blueberry and chocolate chip pancakes, bacon, sausage,
applesauce, juice, coffee or tea and dessert.

$5.00 for adults and kids 12 and under are free!

There will be a Mardi Gras theme with Zydeco music
and a good time for all!

Tickets available after each service beginning January 9th.
Make it a family event – bring as many as you would like!

Like to bake? Please sign up to bring a dessert…….

When an emergency occurs or a crisis comes your way, do not forget that
the St. Thomas’ Prayer Chain intercessors are ready to pray for your need.
Call one of these chain members and your need will be passed along the
prayer chain.
Want to join the prayer chain? Call Jean Marz.
Prayer Chain members are: (All “401”)
Jean Marz
Mimi Freeman
Lois Whittaker
Karen Pare
Emily Ritter
Tina DiMillo
Nancy Miller
Ruth Lambert
Deb Lusignan
Cheryl Hodgins

934-0463
233-0274
568-8447
949-1427
949-2197
232-1858
231-7956
568-8283
473-4509
949-2617

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal reflection and spiritual experiences are welcomed.

BAZAAR UPDATE
What a great Bazaar we had!

We exceeded our goal of $10,000 in sales, sold out of pretty much
everything everywhere and had a GREAT time doing it!

Thank you to EVERYONE who helped make this the most

successful Bazaar to date – we could not have done it without all
your help and support!

Crafting will resume on Wednesdays, beginning January 27 th, and

will continue throughout the spring, summer and fall…….9:30am –
2:00pm every Wednesday. All are welcome and NO experience
necessary!

Please watch for Bazaar Wish Lists as they appear; we will be

looking for specific new items for our Penny Socials and gifts for
the Secret Santa room.

Only 46 weeks until the 2016 Bazaar……………

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Wayne Derosier 1
Antonio Dias 2
Madeline Young 5
Caiden Young 5
Sally Hersey 7
Audrey Poliquin 11

Melissa Todd 13
Deb D’Angelo 15
Lori Kane 18
Linda Gorman 19
Julia Couture 21
Kelly McNelis 23
Ron Hodgins 27

Sandy Leigh 27
Bud Williams 27
Brandon Fournier 28
Donna Stolasz 28
Matthew Alcusky 29
Mark Plante 30

JANUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Alonzo and Carol Thurber

21

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Andrew and Kristen Beatson, St. Thomas’
parishioners, whose son, Christopher Paul Beatson, was born on
Saturday, December 5th. Christopher weighed 8 pounds and was
welcomed by his large extended family. Best wishes to all!
A New Year’s Blessing
The gentleness of the Father
be the love that warms you,
the radiance of the Son
be the light which guides you,
and the power of the Spirit
be the strength which keeps you safe
wherever you may be this day.
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