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Jesus came and said to the disciples, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…and remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20b)

The vestry of St. Thomas went on their annual February retreat and what a productive and amazing day it was!
It is an honor to work with such a dedicated and faithful group of people. Every member of the vestry was able
to be present, and all voices were joined in Morning Prayer to begin our time together, saying the powerful
words of Canticle 12 in unison and reflecting on a reading from Matthew 28.
Right away, our Senior Warden declared that this was the year that St. Thomas should “go deeper in our
spiritual lives together.” That is a comment that makes a rector’s heart soar! Now that many of the
improvements have been accomplished to take care of our physical plant, it is time to pay more attention to
outreach and education. Getting out into the world and helping others are what we are called to as disciples
following Jesus; by spreading the Gospel message to every single person we meet – feeding, healing and
teaching.

Goals were set – short term and long term. And the leadership of our church jumped in to take responsibility to
lead and participate on committees and task forces enthusiastically and with a desire to serve. We are blessed to
have so much talent and giftedness in this group, and they are anxious to welcome others into ministry as we
travel this way together. You are being well served by this remarkable vestry.

To that end, we have a new Mission Statement! Shorter than our previous mission statement, it never-the-less
packs a powerful punch as a statement of faith. (Look for it on our worship bulletins.) It was unanimously voted
upon and enthusiastically adopted summarizing who we are striving to be at this time in our history. How
blessed are we?
Rev. Susan+

“Creating disciples through worship, ministry and spiritual growth”

●
●
●
●

Thursday, March 24th at 7:00 pm. - Maundy Thursday Eucharist, foot
washing. & stripping of the altar
Friday, March 25th, noon and 7:00 pm - Good Friday liturgy
Saturday, March 26th at 7:00 pm. - Easter Vigil
Sunday, March 27th at 8:00 am. & 10:00 am. - Easter Day!
EPISCOPAL CHARITIES DRIVE BEGINS

It doesn’t seem possible that it has been a whole year since Episcopal

Charities has been the focus of our outreach! In the past year, our congregation

has helped a diverse group of people in need experience love, help with addictions,
adoption, and disabilities, camps for inner city children, and many other programs,
all with the Christian purpose of helping those less fortunate.

Now it’s time to renew our commitment to this life-giving support. We hope and pray that all will

be able to give as you did last year. Even with a goal increased to $10,000 last year, we came very close
to meeting it, falling short by only $340. Hopefully this year we will equal or exceed that! We also had
94% of our parish families make donations last year--one of the highest percentages in the diocese!

What a feather in our cap! Whatever amount you can give is appreciated. You will discover that when
you give, even more comes back to you as we grow in Christian love.

The drive has already begun, with pledge cards being distributed at Coffee Hour. Pick yours up

soon, fill it out, and return it to Jean or Kelly. That way all our pledge cards can be returned to the
diocese together.

Thanks once more for your great support last year!
Kelly Almieda and Jean Marz, co-chairs

Get ready for a St. Thomas’

St Patrick’s Day Feast!
Thursday, March 17th
First seating: 5:00pm & Second Seating: 6:30pm
Delicious Corned Beef, Boiled Potatoes, Carrots
and Cabbage
Tickets available after all services
$12 adults and under 12s are free
Bake a “Green” Dessert to share!
Daylight Savings Time
A friendly reminder to all parishioners and friends, that Daylight Savings Time will
begin at 2:00 A.M. on Sunday, March 13th. So please remember to set your clocks
forward by one hour before you retire on Saturday night. We would like to see you
all at church on time the next day!

WINGS PLANS BOOK STUDY
St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women In Need of Growing Spiritually) will discuss the book

“Mercy”, by Jodi Picoult, at its next meeting, Monday, March 21st, at 6:00 pm in the parish
hall. The book deals with the issue of mercy killing, as a man confesses that he has killed
his terminally-ill wife out of mercy. Is this a criminal act or the ultimate act of selfless
love? Come and see what your fellow church women think! The book is available at local

libraries or may be purchased at Barnes and Noble or Amazon.com, and may be downloaded
to your ereader. The meeting will also feature planning for future months, including a

rescheduling of the postponed February tea. Join us for provocative discussion and warm fellowship. All
women of the church are welcome.

MEN OF ST.THOMAS'
Mark your calendars - Friday, March 11th at 7:05
WE WILL GO TO A BRUINS GAME!

Watch for the sign-up sheet in the parish hall.
Questions? See Russ Couture.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
--On Sunday, March 13th, at 11:45 am, Bob Whittaker will give a presentation in the parish hall on

using Charity Navigator to evaluate non-profit charities which you may be considering donating to. Learn
the ins and outs to help in your decision-making. Bring a list of a few charities you are considering and

we will examine them! There is a sign-up sheet on the Ministries Table, or you can contact Bob Whitaker
at (401)568-8447 or rwhittaker1@verizon.net.

--Thrivent will be funding two additional meals at the City Meal Site at All Saints Church in

Providence with seed money from St. Thomas’ parishioners. The dates are Tuesday, March 8th and

Tuesday the 29th, both at 3:30 pm. Prayers and volunteers are needed! Sign up on the Ministries Table.

2016 Easter Flower Memorials
You may want to remember a loved one or give in thanksgiving for an
occasion or special happening in your life with an Easter plant memorial.
The amount of your donation is up to you. Names of loved ones you honor
or remember will be printed on an insert in the Easter bulletin.
Forms are due in the parish office
no later than March 20th, 2016.
To contribute flowers, fill out this form and drop it in the plate on Sunday -- or mail it to the parish office with your
donation.
Please make the checks payable to St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church with “Easter flowers” in the memo line. PLEASE
PRINT CLEARLY.
IN MEMORY OF:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
IN THANKSGIVING FOR:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Donation by ____________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828

THRIVENT TEAM IN ACTION AT CITY MEAL SITE!
St. Thomas’ parishioner Lois Whittaker is one of the people who signed on to Thrivent Financial
Services last year. As a new member, she received $250 in seed money from Thrivent to be used for a
charitable endeavor. Lois chose the City Meal Site, held each Tuesday afternoon at All Saints Episcopal
Church in Providence, where a team of volunteers from St. Thomas’, headed by Mimi Freeman, has worked
each week for several years. Here is Lois’s account of what happened with her contribution:
“Tuesday, February 23 began with an early visit to the Restaurant Depot to meet with Alane, who is
the cook at the City Meal site. We helped Alene gather the food she needed for the dinner that day. It was
thankfully paid for with the $250 seed money from Thrivent.
“Our seven-person volunteer team from St. Thomas’ met with other volunteers at the meal site around
3:00 that afternoon to receive our assignments from the dining room manager, pass out “Living Generously”
tee shirts to the helpers, and prepare name tags. The doors to the site opened promptly at 4:00. Guests were
seated, the dining room manager offered Grace, and the meal was served lovingly and efficiently! By 5:00
dinner was completed; 186 people had been served and were very grateful for their evening meal.
“It is always a humbling feeling to be doing the ministries our Lord calls us to do in accordance with
Matthew 25:34-40. On this day we fed the hungry, gave drink to the thirsty, welcomed strangers, and even
provided socks to help clothe those in need.
“Thanks be to God!”

Lois Whittaker

And thanks to you, Lois, for sharing your experience.

Join us for Easter Breakfast!
8:45am - 9:45am on Easter Day!

If you would like to contribute to our Easter breakfast – that would be lovely. Great
items would include fruit, pastry, muffins, juice, quiche, deviled eggs, coffee cake –
OR - just surprise us.
(Sign up in the parish hall so that we might set enough places.)

We are prepared to celebrate Easter Day in true St. Thomas fashion –so invite the
guests you are bringing to Easter services to join in the fun!
(And there will be an Easter Egg Hunt on Easter morning
for all youngsters after the second service…)

IN MEMORIAM
The St. Thomas’ community was saddened to learn of the death of parishioner Bob Poliquin on February
14th. Bob will be remembered for his many quiet contributions to our church life, including making the
Santa bazaar sign, the flower shelves for our sanctuary windows, and the mug rack in the parish hall.
Reverend Susan conducted his funeral on February 26. Condolences are extended to his wife Audrey and
to his entire family.

Mental Illness and Faith Communities
On Friday, April 1st at 7:00pm there will be a presentation in our Parish Hall on mental illness and faith
communities. The presenters will be our own Fritz Gorman and Sara Hutchings-Schwartz from Trinity Church in
North Scituate, both of whom are involved with the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). This is the
organization we were involved with last October, when a group of walkers, the so-called "St. Thomas' Pilgrims,"
participated in the annual NAMI walk.
We at NAMI believe that conversations about mood and thought disorders need to take place in faith communities.
Because mental illness is so prevalent in our society, it affects every one of us and all of our social networks. NAMI,
while not a treatment provider, focuses on support, education and advocacy. We have support groups for
individuals with mental illness as well as for families, and attempt to educate the public by doing presentations in
colleges and high schools. And now we are very excited about extending these discussions to faith communities,
which we are convinced are critical community resources.
Our goals for this presentation are to make people aware of current knowledge about mental illness and its impact
on our culture, as well as what NAMI has to offer for programs, and to discuss how NAMI and faith communities
can work together. We will also let you know how you can get involved. For more information, please call Fritz at
766-6425 or Sara at NAMI - 331-3060.
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Janice Crouse 1

Francesca Leclerc 6

Paul Del Molino 2

Joan Williams 6

Kim Murdoch 27

Paulette Lamontagne 9

Rohan Dhupa 29

James Reedy 11

Walter Rogers 30

Valerie Smith 16

Zavier McNulty 31

Sharon Thompson 2

Wendy Grace 8

Bob Williams 4

Dominic Fiske 11

Jacki Zahn 5

Deborah Tower 13

Shirley Straight 3
Olga Despres 5
Timothy Kane 6

Mickayla Herchen 27

William Tower 16

Harold Nelson 28

Tom Hodgins 29

Isabelle Uttley 30

MARCH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

James and Emily Ritter

19

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Congratulations to St. Thomas’ parishioners Alicia and Antonio Dias on the

birth of their son, Owen Luca Dias! Owen was born on February 18th and weighed
in at 7 pounds, 13 ounces. We at St. Thomas’ look forward to meeting Owen soon,
and wish the family all the best!
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Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels,
and let your trumpets shout Salvation
for the victory of our mighty King.
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,
bright with a glorious splendor,
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,
and let your holy courts, in radiant light,
resound with the praises of your people.
from the Exsultet of Easter Vigil, BCP

