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Our St. Patrick’s Day Dinner was an example of good Stewardship at its FINEST!
What an unusual thing to say – right? The St. Patrick’s Day Dinner was a case of good
stewardship? This is what I observed leading up to the dinner: Sharon Thompson offered her
gift for administration to be in charge of the dinner. She then assembled a team to help her. So
– there were many people planning and figuring out all of the details of how the dinner would
be run. Groceries were dropped off like magic in the days leading up to the big event –
Cabbages! Potatoes! Carrots! Money was slipped into Sharon’s hands to buy corned beef.
When the grocery shopping was being done at the restaurant supply store, someone who was
able paid for some new pans and equipment to donate to the kitchen to make cooking more
enjoyable and efficient.
Tickets were designed and printed, people made announcements in church and tickets were
purchased in advance, helping to make good decisions about quantities of food to cook. Using
her spiritual gift of hospitality, Sharon always plans on more food so we can accommodate any
guests who show up without tickets – a sign of true warmth and generosity.

The day before there was a LOT of laughter coming from the parish hall! All day long people
were cooking in the kitchen and an army of people showed up with their favorite peelers and
cutting boards and a peeling party began. (We REALLY dislike tiny carrots. Note: next year,
bigger carrots!) Many hands make light work – peeling accomplished! Meanwhile, at home a lot
of folks were making yummy green desserts and Irish bread. Some people stopped at bakeries
and supermarkets to add to the selection. A WONDERFUL array of desserts made a lovely final
touch to our dinner.
The big day arrived and it was a beehive of activity over in the parish hall – tables were set up
and beautifully decorated and the hall looked so festive. As workers arrived, I noticed many
were wearing green – some of our young people even had green hair. (to everyone’s delight!)
There were aprons with shamrocks and green bow ties – it was really a spirited work corps! We
welcomed our first guests with Irish music and warm smiles. As one gent pulled me aside and
said – “generous portions AND piping hot! WHAT a great dinner!!”

And over and over again, workers and diners alike said that the dinner was not just delicious,
but FUN. What an enjoyable evening – food for the soul.

Stewardship is sometimes seen as just the giving of treasure – money – to the church. But it is
SO much more. It is also the giving of time and talent. I was brought to tears in the middle of
the dinner at one point when I realized all of the talent and time that it took to pull off such a
lovely event – the shopping, cooking, setting up, cleaning up, buying tickets, coming to eat,
spreading the word to friends and neighbors, preparing food, washing plates and cutlery,
buying the leftovers, delivering meals to shut-ins, baking and peeling and being hospitable to
our guests – so, SO many gifts and talents! So, SO much time given to make this a successful
evening! Really good stewardship took place at this dinner – and look what we accomplished
with putting together all of our gifts. The bottom line of $1,200.00 is a wonderful thing for our
operating budget, of course. But I see so very much more.
Bless all of you for offering your time and talent AND the gift of working together for such a
wonderful night. We are blessed, indeed - Alleluia, Alleluia! Rev. Susan+
+
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St. Thomas’ School of Discipleship
SPRING SEMESTER STARTS ON
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30TH

The focus of parish life during this year is discipleship. The St. Thomas’ School
of Discipleship is in place to help each and every member of the congregation
to be equipped as an effective disciple of Jesus. Topics have been chosen that
relate in some way to the readings of The Bible Challenge that many of us
have accepted.
All classes are offered on Wednesday Nights between 7:00 and 8:30.
to one or all of the following classes:
MARCH 30 – “I’M holy? Are you kidding?!!” (Parker)
APRIL 6 – “How to hear the voice of God” (Parker)
APRIL 13 – “Why do bad things happen to good people?” (Gorman)
APRIL 20 – “The Kingdom of God – TODAY. Really?” (Parker)
APRIL 27 - “Trusting God totally – like ALL the time?! (Gorman)

Come

Mental Illness and Faith Communities
This Friday, April 1st at 7:00pm there will be a presentation in our Parish Hall on
mental illness and faith communities. The presenters will be our own Fritz Gorman
and Sara Hutchings-Schwartz from Trinity Church in North Scituate, both of whom
are involved with the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). This is the
organization we were involved with last October, when a group of walkers, the socalled "St. Thomas' Pilgrims," went to the annual NAMI walk to support it.
We at NAMI believe that conversations need to somehow take place about mood and
thought disorders in faith communities. Because it is so prevalent in our society,
mental illness affects every one of us and all of our social networks. NAMI, while not
a treatment provider, focuses on support, education and advocacy. We have support
groups for individuals with mental illness as well as for families, and attempt to
educate the public by doing presentations in colleges and high schools. And now we
are very excited about extending these discussions to faith communities, which we are
convinced are critical community resources.
Our goals for this presentation are to make people aware of current knowledge about
mental illness and its impact on our culture, as well as what NAMI has to offer for
programs, and discuss how NAMI and faith communities can work together. Come
and join us for an informative evening! Fritz and Sara

During the March 6th services, St. Thomas’ newly-elected Vestry
members were installed, and all members present were blessed by
Reverend Susan and received by the congregation. New members
were officially welcomed and were awarded pins. At 8am, Deb Tower
was installed as she begins a three-year term. Other Vestry members
recognized were Jacki Zahn, Janet Francis, Henry Dziadosz
(Treasurer), and John Gallonio (Assistant Treasurer). During the 10am
service, Phyllis Spaziano and Carolyn Villanova were installed,
flanked by Rick Kyte (Junior Warden), Charlie Miller, Kim Murdoch (Senior Warden), Sharon
Thompson (Clerk), and Barbara Whitman. Other members of the Vestry include Gigi Uttley and Ryan
McNelis.
Outgoing members who have completed their terms on the St. Thomas Vestry are Tim Kane, Paul
“Fritz” Gorman, and Paul DelMolino. We look forward to their continued efforts and service as faithful
members of the congregation!
The new Vestry gathered for its annual day-long retreat on February 27th. After they caught up
over coffee and a light breakfast, opening prayers set the tone for a very productive day filled with much
laughter, reflection, and shared vision for the immediate future of St. Thomas’. One of the many good
things to come out of the retreat was a new mission statement for St. Thomas’: “Creating disciples

through worship, ministry, and spiritual growth”.

Your Vestry members are available before and after services, and they always welcome questions
or comments you might have. Vestry meetings, usually held on the second Thursday of the month at
6:30pm, and open to all. Minutes are also available on the parish hall bulletin board for your
convenience.
Barbara Whitman
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To: “The Bible Challenge”
participants

Save these dates!

We will gather as a whole group in the Parish Hall
on the following dates – people who are reading in
a group or at home – EVERYONE is invited!
Wednesday May 18th – 7:00-8:30pm

Wednesday August 17th- 7:00-8:30pm

Wednesday November 9th - 7:00-8:30pm

Wednesday February 15th 2017 – 6:00pm

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare

Production Manager: Nancy Burton

Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed!

NEWS FROM OUR PROPERTY MANAGER
Painting the Rectory: Several people have recently asked why we don’t just

paint the rectory ourselves: Get a crew together with ladders, paint, and scrapers and

get it done! Here are the concerns (besides the issue of liability in case of injury): The
building’s status on the National Register of Historic Places, and lead paint.

Being on the Historic Register means we must follow some restrictive guidelines on how the

work can be done. There are many details, but it will not be impossible to overcome them after
careful research is done.

The lead paint is another story. The EPA, DEM, and Health Department all have specific

regulations that must be met. Workers must be both certified and licensed. Special equipment and
procedures are necessary, requiring equipment and containment procedures that we could not

comply with. Therefore, we cannot do it ourselves. We can raise the funds through the Capital

Campaign to pay for it, however! Each donation is appreciated. Presently we are gathering bids for
the project, and if possible, it will be completed before the nasty weather next fa ll.

Gone Green: With the help of Lonnie Thurber and the Smithfield Fire

Department, all the lights in the church, including those in the Sanctuary and the

Narthex, have been replaced with LED bulbs. The new lights are highly efficient and
should last longer than 20 years! Thanks, Lonnie!
Charlie Miller

WINGS MAKES PLANS FOR SPRING
After two weather-related postponements, St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women In

Need of Spiritual Growth) will hold a long-awaited meeting on Monday, April 18th, at 6pm

in the parish hall! On the agenda will be a discussion of the book “Mercy”, by Jodi Picoult,
as well as planning for the months ahead. With good weather coming, we hope to enjoy an
outdoor activity such as mini-golfing, as well as a tea, and other programs suggested by
members. Please come with your ideas--all women are welcome!

Let’s Make a
St. Thomas’
Cook Book!

We are already in the process of submitting lots of wonderful

recipes but we need many more…… It is going to be great – filled
with hundreds of tried and tested recipes, from parishioners and
their families.

We have a deadline of April 30th to get it all together, so please

send your recipes in soon! Simply write / type and leave in folder
in hall,

or email to Jackie Zahn at jmz222@outlook.com

The cook books will be ready for sale at the Bazaar – look for preorder forms over the summer!

May Breakfast

Join us for a wonderful all-you-can-eat breakfast
of eggs, bacon, sausage, hash browns, pancakes,
pastries, coffee, juice…….

Saturday, May 7th
7:00am – 10:00am

Buy your tickets after each service. Invite your family and
friends!
Tickets are just $8 and kids under 12 are free!

We are looking for volunteers and donations of baked goods
- see signup sheets in the hall.
Spring is here – Let’s eat breakfast together!
Questions? See Deb Tower

Our SIXTH annual “Learn & Lead”

is right around the corner! If you would like to be a part of our new Communication
Team, this is especially for YOU! And it is also a wonderful way to get to know people at
the Diocese and experience a wonderful day together. (Go online to
www.episcopalri.org to register TODAY!) Our Bishop will offer a morning reflection and
the key note address, and there will be a lot of workshops – including:

● Telling our Story with Charles Lane Cowen and the Marley Bridges Theatre Co.
o Participants in this workshop will explore the arts of listening, memory, and
story. You will leave with knowledge that can help you tell your church’s stories
on social media, on your website, in newsletters, in parish profiles, in Sunday
announcements, and in your communities.
● Website 101 – Making your website work for you with Will Robertson
● Photography 101: Creating Images – Creating Content with Ron Cowie
o This course will explore the basics of photography while also teaching you some
quick tricks to improve your photography skill sets. Local photographer Ron
Cowie has designed a workshop that will guide you to tell your story using
images captured with either a traditional camera or a mobile device.
● Church Publications in the 21st Century with Dave Seifert
o Print is not dead yet! Learn new ways to engage your readers with print
communications. From newsletters to posters, Dave Seifert will walk you
through five golden rules of Print communications.
● The Media can be your Friend with Ben Sibielski
o Having a great story is important-but it will only get you so far if no one is
listening. The media is an important conduit to reach the public - whether
through television, radio, newspapers, online publications, blogs or social media.
● Social Media School with Students from the chaplaincy program at St. Augustine’s
Episcopal Center at URI

The 2016
Holly Berry Bazaar
Is just around the corner…..

We are looking for NEW items to make up our Penny
Social Baskets. Do you have any of the following that
you would like to donate?

Gardening Basket: Tools, seeds, gardening caddy, Gift card to a
Garden Center…
Baking Basket: Pans, wooden spoons, cupcake tins, whisks,
measuring cups & spoons, Gift Card to Sur La Table…
Games & Puzzles Basket: New, unopened games & puzzles,
crossword & Sudoku books…
Also, we are looking for small NEW items for the Kids’ Secret
Santa Room – items that the kids can buy, wrap and give to
their family as Christmas presents…
Think you can help? That would be great!
Contact Sharon Thompson with any questions.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Kelly Villanueva 4

Brian Carpenter 10

Bev Wilson 7

Jackson LeBlanc 14

Richard Kyte 7
Ron Slocum 8
Al Marz 9

Donna Myers 19

Adrienne Harris 12

Ray Scungio 19

Heather DeSantiago 17

Ella Trementozzi 25

Joelle Fournier 20
Eugene DiMillo 28

APRIL WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Larry and Kim Murdoch

11

Mark and Leigh-Ann Plante

Peter and Beth Trementozzi
David and Lisa Coleman
Timothy and Lori Kane

Chris and Melissa Todd

Dan and Tina McCormick

15

22

21

25

26

27

Please Note: While Rev. Susan is away on vacation, from April 4th to the
17th, Rev. Don Parker will be on call for any pastoral emergencies. He may
be reached at 349-2430. Joan, our Parish Administrator, will check the
answering machine on a regular basis to take care of routine matters.
Happy travels, Rev. Susan!
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The Newsletter of St. Thomas’ Church
April 2016
A Prayer

Bless our feet
that they might tread
the path prepared.
Bless our hands
that they might show
your love’s embrace.
Bless our words
that they might share
your grace and peace. Amen
John Birch

