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We have REALLY exciting news to share – we now have a deacon assigned to our parish!
And I have had some people asking me all sorts of questions about the role of our new
deacon, Grace Swinski. Next month we will hear personally from Grace – for now we can
explore the role our deacon will have in the life of St. Thomas’. Grace will begin the last
weekend of August in our worship services. So. What exactly IS a deacon?
The deacon’s service is a sign or sacrament of Jesus, who came not to be served but to
serve. The diaconate is one of three distinct orders of ordained ministry in the Episcopal
Church—there are deacons, priests and bishops—and Grace became a deacon by being
ordained by our bishop after completing a three year course of study and formation.
The charge at the ordination of a deacon
(The Book of Common Prayer, pg. 543):

"In the name of Jesus Christ, you are to serve all people, particularly the poor, the weak, the
sick and the lonely. As a deacon in the Church, you are to study the Holy Scriptures, to seek
nourishment from them and to model your life upon them. You are to make Christ and his
redemptive love known, by word and example, to those among whom you live, and work and
worship. You are to interpret to the Church the needs, concerns and hopes of the world. You
are to assist the bishop and priests in public worship and in the ministration of God's Word
and Sacraments, and you are to carry out other duties assigned to you from time to time. At
all times, your life and teaching are to show Christ's people that in serving the helpless they
are serving Christ himself."
Jesus is the model for the servant leadership, and a deacon is called to exercise servant
leadership in a variety of ways, including encouraging and enabling others to serve. A
deacon has one foot in the world and one foot in the church. Our deacons in RI use all that
they know from their life and work experiences along with a deep desire to serve the needs

of the world. Grace comes to us with a LOT of experience – both church and professional.
She is incredibly capable and has the gift of hospitality in abundance.

Deacons are often the bridge between the church and the community. Grace and I have
already talked about what her role might look like, including a unique role on the Outreach
Committee, as well as involvement with Hospitality and Newcomer ministry. Stay tuned! We
are in for a wonderful adventure together!

Liturgically, Grace will be present in worship services and will be preaching regularly. She
will carry the Gospel book in procession and proclaim the Gospel during the service. She
sometimes will lead the Prayers of the People and issue the invitation to the Confession of
Sin. She will also prepare the Holy Table and receive the alms and oblations from the ushers.
Grace will stand right next to me during the Great Thanksgiving, and will raise the chalice
during the concluding doxology. She will assist in the distribution of communion at our
services. There will also be some other roles during different liturgical events and seasons.
And finally, she will give the Dismissal of our congregation out into the world.
As wonderful as it will be to have a deacon with us at worship, Grace will be a fabulous
connection into the greater community that will take our parish out into the world to serve
those who so desperately need what we have to offer. We are so very blessed to have been
given this awesome opportunity to welcome Grace into our lives and into our hearts – hold
onto your hats – it is going to be glorious, indeed - Thanks be to God!
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

ROOM OF PRAYER AND HEALING
The Room of Prayer and Healing was set up and dedicated nearly
one year ago. It is open to all for prayer and is occasionally staffed by
Prayer Ushers who will pray for you or with you. You may also leave
your requests for prayers for yourself or for anyone who is on your mind
and heart for any need of body, mind, or spirit. These people will be prayed for on a regular
basis by the Prayer Ushers.
The room is located in the lower level of the parish hall. Take a sharp right turn at the
bottom of the rear staircase and experience God’s peace.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Do you remember “show and tell” either as a child or as a parent? Remember those last
minute requests from your kids, “Mom, today is show and tell. What can I bring?” Then, when
you made a suggestion, they would say, “No, I can’t bring that, the kids will make fun of me.”
Show and tell can be a little like our “church life.” I don’t know about you, but I am very
cautious about my “show and tell” Christian life. Testifying about my faith is tough when I
speak to those outside of my close friends and “church family.” I know some people who are
great at it…Facebook, and other social media, they just put it out there. Me…not so much- but
at the age of 64, I’m getting better!
In March of this year, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry listened to an idea about making
evangelism the “new normal” for the Episcopal Church.

“This is the Jesus Movement, and we are The Episcopal Church, the Episcopal branch of
Jesus’ movement in this world,” Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry says in his first
address as Presiding Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church.

In reading about evangelism and trying to connect it to stewardship, I hit a wall. Then earlier
this summer, I was listening to Rev. Susan’s Gospel message, Luke 10: 1 – 11, 16 – 20 and the
light came on!
The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs
to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

See, stewardship comes first. We take care of each other using God’s gifts to us and then,
sometimes two by two, we go out into the world to proclaim His word. AND, it doesn’t have to
be dramatic. We can start with one or two friends. We can ease into social media. We can tell
about our experience reading the Bible. Little by little we will be able to “show and tell” about
Jesus in our lives.
I’m hoping stewardship this year at St. Thomas will help us not only to be good stewards but
good evangelists…stay tuned!
Jacki Zahn
Chair, Stewardship Committee

ST. THOMAS’ PILGRIMS
On Saturday, October 22nd, the Rhode Island chapter of the National
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) is holding its 11th annual fundraiser, a
walk in Roger Williams Park in Providence. Fritz Gorman has been a
volunteer for NAMI and for the walk every year, and last year he set up a
team of walkers from our church, cleverly calling it the St. Thomas’
Pilgrims. NAMI is a low-budget, grassroots advocacy organization that
supports people who have serious mental illnesses and their families. Fritz
will have a table set up in the church hall each Sunday, beginning August
21st, so check it out and learn what amazing work NAMI is doing to educate people about mental illness,
and if you can, donate to the cause or obtain sponsors yourself. Better yet, join us for the walk, which is
5K (3.2 miles) and starts at 10:00am. Anyone who thinks they might come for the walk is asked to come
to a meeting, also on August 21st, in the church hall at 10:45am. Thrivent has agreed to support us in
some way on the day of the walk.
We at NAMI are also very excited about presenting a Mental Health Awareness night, with
speakers who are in recovery from serious mental illnesses, on September 16th, from 6:00pm to about
7:30. Refreshments will be served! Additionally we are in the process of setting up future support groups
at church for individuals living with a mental illness and another group for family members. Stay tuned
for more information, and feel free to call Fritz at 766-6425 for more information.

BAZAAR UPDATE--PENNY SOCIAL
Our Penny Social rooms--one for children and one for adults--are

one of the most popular draws to our annual Hollyberry Bazaar, to be held

this year on Friday, November 18th and Saturday, November 19th. Can you help us out?

“How?” you may ask. There are several ways. Perhaps you own a business or know someone
who does and would donate an item for our gift certificate wall. (Editor’s note: I won a

free oil change and $25 in gas last year!) Another way a business may help is by taking out
an ad in our bazaar booklet, which is distributed to hundreds of bazaar-goers each

November--great publicity! Or you might contribute a new item, either child- or adultrelated, to be placed on the penny social tables.

Another way of helping is to donate an item which will be used as part of a gift

basket. Themed baskets are always popular. Check the list on the ministry table in the

parish hall for suggestions. Any questions about the penny social may be addressed to Deb
Farrar.

St. Thomas’ School of Discipleship

During the hot, balmy days of summer it was decided on a particularly brutal
night that was quite humid that we wouldn’t hold our August sessions of the
School of Discipleship. They will resume in the fall.
EXCEPT for our much-anticipated Quarterly meeting of the
Bible Challenge – the second one! So for those of you keeping
track, we will be at the halfway mark!

So come and gather on August 17th at 7:00pm.

We have heard rumors of cake – feel free to bring other snacks and make it as
festive as you want – you deserve a little party! As before – please send your
questions to Susan+ or Don+ or Fritz and they will do their best to answer them
that evening. See you then!

“Mass on the Grass”

5:30pm Saturday August 27, 2016

Bring a blanket or your favorite chair (or don’t bring a thing –
there will also be chairs already set up!). We will gather on the
grass to sing some songs with our guitar group, hear the Word of
God, and break bread together. Why not bring your grandkids, neighbors or friends
to introduce them to some of the awesome people at St. Thomas?!
If it rains, we will simply move our casual worship inside. Some of our young
families have expressed an interest in bringing strollers to corral their littlest
ones – by all means join the stroller brigade!

Plan on joining us for a lovely, relaxed Eucharist.
And come as you are!

WINGS PLANS BOSTON TRIP!!

All women of St. Thomas’ are invited to join the WINGS group (Women In

Need of Growing Spiritually) as we travel to Boston on Monday, August 15! Meeting
in the church parking lot at 9am, the group will head for Boston and some of the
enjoyable activities it offers. Tentative plans for the morning include a tour of

the Rose Kennedy Greenway, which contains a walking labyrinth, and then a trip to
Quincy Market, where shopping is colorful, imaginative, and fun.

The group will have lunch at the Market’s Food Hall, an entire building

devoted to foods from every culture, where we are sure to find lots of yummy

dishes to choose from, as well as ice cream and other desserts. By this time we
will be ready for a more leisurely afternoon, so a Duck Boat tour of the city is

planned. The 80-minute trip (cost for seniors-$31) will include both a downtown

and a water portion. Plans are subject to change, depending on circumstances and
energy levels.

If you plan to come, please sign up on the sheet on the WINGS

bulletin board in the parish hall (near the kitchen). Remember to wear comfortable
shoes, as we will be doing a lot of walking, and to bring your sunscreen, water
bottle, and hat (if desired). Hope to see you there!
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Yes! A workshop series by the Commission on
Ministry

The diocesan Commission on Ministry will again offer the Yes!

curriculum for lay people who are seeking ways to discern and

understand their God given purpose. This is not a program for
discerning a vocation to ordained ministry, but for deepening one's own
understanding of the laity's call to ministry through our baptism.

Beginning on September, 21, 2016, the 7 session course will be held at St. Columba's
Chapel in Middletown. Yes! is based on several assumptions:

● We are made for a purpose.
● We have been fully equipped with gifts and talents to fulfill that purpose.
● We most closely manifest our purpose when we are at our best, being and doing
those things that flow from the core of our being and bring deep satisfaction.
Life and the abundant life that Jesus' promised comes from what we deeply and
profoundly say yes to, for it is in what we say Yes! to that we manifest our God-given
purpose.
Register today and explore what God may be calling you to do

Cost: $100 (includes cost of materials). Limited scholarships available.

To learn more, please contact Canon Betsy Fornal, Episcopal Diocese of Rhode
Island, at 401-274-4500, ext. 225 or email: betsy@episcopalri.org.

BAPTISMS
On Sunday, July 24, Reverend Susan baptized three precious baby girls into God’s Holy
Church at the 9:30 service. Congratulations are extended the babies and their parents:
MacKenzie Katherine-Allette Ray, daughter of Jennifer Ray and Nicholas Ray,
Kennedy Claire Swartz, daughter of Kelli Vota and Corey Swartz, and
Aubree Hope Marciano, daughter of Kathryn Marciano and Kyle Marciano.
As Jesus welcomed little ones into his loving embrace, may we at St. Thomas’ “...do all in (our)
power to support these children in their life in Christ” (BCP, p. 303)

RECTORY RESTORATION HAS UPS AND DOWNS
Property Chairman Charlie Miller announced at the July 31 service
that painting of the rectory is going well. The building is being restored to a
brilliant white color that allows its charm and character to be obvious. On a more
serious note, the work on the rectory porch on the driveway side has revealed
structural flaws that must be addressed before the porch is safe to use. The porch
is in such bad condition that the roof must be jacked up so that the foundation can
be fixed, and then the porch and stairs themselves must be rebuilt. This project
will cost in the neighborhood of $4000, which was not in the original budget.
Charlie suggested that this would be a great time for those who have not yet given
to the Capital Campaign project to make a contribution, or for those who have
pledged to make their payment soon or to add a bit extra to their pledge. It’s easy
to do: Make your check payable to St. Thomas’, with “Capital Campaign” on the
memo line, and place it in the alms basin or mail it to the church. With everyone’s
help we can make the porch safe to use once more!
Just a reminder that the Book and Movie group will resume on
Tuesday, September 6th at 6pm, when they will have a potluck
dinner, followed by a discussion of the book My Antonia by Willa
Cather. August is a great time to get started on your reading! A
list of all the dates and selections for next year’s season will be available in the
narthex in mid-August.

IN MEMORIAM
The St. Thomas’ community was saddened by the recent deaths of two
former parishioners.
James (Jim) Haigh, Jr., died on July 19. Jim had a long
career as an engineer, and he and his late wife, Joyce, were active at St.
Thomas’ for many years. Reverend Susan conducted his funeral service at
St. Thomas’ on July 30. Condolences are extended to his children and
extended family.
Walter Rogers, who died on July 25, was the husband of Lillian Rogers and
was employed as a sales representative. Besides his wife, he is survived by nieces
and nephews. Reverend Susan conducted his funeral at Bellows Funeral Chapel on
July 28. May he rest in peace.
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Phyllis Spaziano 2

June Heywood 10
Kendra Rocco 12

Jeff Doris 4

Thomas Scott 12

Stephen Smith 5

Peter Trementozzi 16

Gregory Young 4

Sierra DeCesare 16

Shawn Scott 20

Agnes Smith 20

Michael Wedda 23

Jennifer Derosier 25

Kelly Almieda 26

Phyllis Barton 6

Dyana LeBlanc 17

Joe Amaral 26

Michael Herchen 6

Jake Bowen 20

Fred Leigh 27

Kevin Fournier 6

Barry Wenskowicz 7
Norman Martin 9

Ginny Martin 19

Emma Archambault 20
Dan Kelley 20

Larry Murdoch 20

Tina Caldwell 27

Donald Reid 29
Gigi Uttley 29

AUGUST WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Louie and Ruth Lambert

Ronald and Agnes Smith

2

7

Richard and Beverly Connor

14

Forrest Crooks and Kelly Villanueva
Dan and Michelle Kelley

Donald and Carol Parker

17

21

Barry and Diane Wenskowicz
Harold and Nancy Nelson

Gregory and Kirsten Young

26

14

25

26
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A Blessing
God’s love be with us in our gathering,
God’s strength be with us in our journeying,
God’s grace be with us in our offering,
God’s peace be with us in our suffering,
God’s joy be with us in our thanksgiving.
(www.faithandworship.com)

