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Throughout the 18th chapter of Matthew, Jesus underscores the importance of
Christian community. Speaking to his disciples, he lets them know that their faith is
not a private matter, something they can go off by themselves and enjoy all alone.
Their life in Christ is a community affair, something that happens when two or three
are gathered in his name. That is when he promises to be in their midst – not when
they are off by themselves.
He lets them know that they need each other, not only for practical reasons but for
spiritual ones as well. WE need each other - because two heads are better than one.
WE need each other – because we can accomplish more together than we can apart!
WE need each other – like brothers and sisters need each other, to remind ourselves
that we belong to one large family.

There are many opportunities ahead for all of us to be more active members of our
church community. I want to urge each and every one of you to come to our Ministry
Fair and Open House sponsored by the Stewardship Committee. The title of the fair
this year is “Come and See” – and that is exactly what everyone should do! Invite
family and friends to join us as we celebrate all the wonderful ministries happening at
St. Thomas’. (I truly don’t know how everything is going to fit into the parish hall!!)

As wonderful as worship is on Saturday evening and Sunday morning, to really get to
know people we need to spend time together. And that means figuring out where our
gifts, talents and interests intersect with the many ways we have to be with each other,
serving others, learning, growing and just plain old having fun! So consider how you
might try something brand new this fall – stepping out in faith to deepen your
relationship with your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Who knows what
wonderful things will happen as we really get to know one another? A grand
adventure awaits us as we discern how God is calling us to live in community. How
truly blessed are WE to have the awesome gift of one another on this journey!
Blessings, Rev. Susan

We are thrilled to welcome a new member of the clergy to St. Thomas’!

The Reverend Grace E Swinski, Deacon

Grace has recently been ordained as a Deacon in the Episcopal Church. She grew up in
Woonsocket and actually lived next to the church she attended. Her Father was the late
Reverend Fredrick K Jellison, the rector at St James.

Grace works as the co-ordinator of The Cranston Family Center and COZ. The Family Center
services over 3,000 families in low income schools in the city of Cranston. The main focus of her
job is to empower families to be active and involved in their child’s education. Working in
education she is very active in the RI Partnership for Community Schools as well as involved in
many organizations around the state such as Dorcas International and Welcome RI which
welcomes new refugees and immigrants to this state. She is also the representative for the RI
Interfaith Coalition to Reduce Poverty for the Diocese appointed by Bishop Knisely.
Grace is married to Joseph Swinski and has two daughters Olive and Ivy. Olive is in St Louis
studying at University of Missouri at St Louis for her masters in clinical Social Work. Ivy is a
junior at Mary Mount Manhattan College studying Writing for the stage. When all are home
together there is usually much singing and laughing, not to mention watching a game of
Jeopardy!

Ministry Fair & Open House

“Come and See”

On behalf of the Stewardship Committee I’d like to extend an invitation
to all to “Come and See”, a ministry fair we’ve planned to showcase the
many ways your giving and participation makes a difference as we
serve Christ in our congregation and throughout our community.
“Come and See” will be held on Saturday, October 1st from 3:00 PM to
5:00 PM and on Sunday, October 2nd after the 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM
services. This event will be open to the public so we can showcase ALL
of the ministries here at St. Thomas Church.

We will also be hosting a hot dog roast on Saturday (also between 3:00
and 5:00) with one of our talented Chefs at the grill!

If you are part of a ministry, you certainly may be contacted about
setting up and being present at a table during the ministry fair. We are
also looking for other volunteers to help out during that time as well as
assist beforehand. Please be on the look-out for sign-up sheets.
This will be a great weekend to invite friends and family to St. Thomas.
Please mark your calendars now and plan to “come and see” what God
is doing and what YOU can do with your gifts.
Jacki Zahn
Chair, Stewardship Committee

PASTA & MEATBALL SUPPER
Saturday, September 10th
5:00pm - 7:00pm

The first of our fall dinners and it’s going to be
with an Italian flair!

A simple supper of pasta, meatballs and salad,
with donated desserts to finish off the
evening.
Bring the family!
Free will donations gladly accepted.
Sign up at Ministry Table in the Parish Hall.

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare; klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton

Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.

St. Thomas’ School of Discipleship

(Planting seeds for spiritual growth and service)
Fall Semester - September – December 2016
Course Offerings

St. Thomas’ School of Discipleship meets on Wednesday Nights from 7:00 until
8:30. Presenters will be Fritz Gorman, Fr. Don and Rev. Susan. Although you are
invited to enjoy all the planned courses, you may choose courses that match your
schedule and interest. September is traditionally “back to school” month, so why
not explore the seeds of spiritual growth that will be sowed during the first
semester?
Wed. Sept. 14
Miracles and Spiritual Gifts, Part I (parish hall)- Fr.
Don will take the lead on providing a class on the topic of Miracles and
Spiritual Gifts. Do WE believe in miracles, or are they simply interesting
stories from the early days of the church? And do WE have spiritual gifts?
Come and hear some more about these two fascinating topics!

Wed. Sept. 21

Miracles and Spiritual Gifts, Part II (parish hall) – Rev.
Susan will lead this week’s session with a continuation of our overview on
identifying OUR spiritual gifts and exploring the topic of miracles.

Wed. Sept. 28

Miracles and Spiritual Gifts, Part III (parish hall) – and
now Fritz will conclude this little series on Miracles and Spiritual Gifts and
how they manifest themselves today.

Wed Oct. 5

A Night with Fritz (parish hall) Fritz will host a night of
stimulating discussion focusing on current Bible Challenge Questions. So bring
along some of the things you might like to discuss!

Wed. Oct. 12 Gifts for Ministry, Part I (parish hall) -Fritz and Rev. Susan

will give some practical suggestions for using your spiritual gifts in ministry.
How might YOU tap into what the Holy Spirit has prepared you for in
exercising your special gifts?
Wed. Oct. 19 Gifts for Ministry, Part II (parish hall) -Fritz and Rev. Susan
continue with this very practical topic – how exactly do I know WHAT my gifts
are – and where might they fit in the life and ministry of St. Thomas”?

Wed. Oct. 26 A Night with Fritz (parish hall) Fritz will host a night of

stimulating discussion focusing on current Bible Challenge Questions. So bring
along some of the things you might like to discuss.

Wed. Nov. 2 A Hop, Skip and a Jump through Revelation CH. 1-10–

(parish hall) Fr. Don will start us on an exploration of the first 10 chapters of
the Book of Revelation. (Bring your Bibles)

Wed. Nov. 9 The Bible Challenge ¾ Gathering! – (parish hall) Come

prepared to enjoy the feeling of being three quarters of the way through “The
Bible Challenge”!! We will be watching a wonderful video and discussing some
questions that relate to our studies.

Wed. Nov. 16
Wed. Nov. 23

No Class – Christmas Bazaar Preparations

No Class – “Thanksgiving Eve Service” – 7:00

Wed. Nov. 30 A Hop, Skip and a Jump through Revelation CH. 11-22–
(parish hall) Fr. Don will continue the class on the remaining 11 chapters of
the Book of Revelation. (Bring your Bibles)

Wed. Dec. 7

Reducing Holiday Stress! – (parish hall) Fr. Don, Fritz and
Rev. Susan will all be on hand for this timely Advent topic! How can we reduce
the stress we feel at this time of year? By meeting Jesus in Word, in Prayer and
in Service. Join us for a calm and lovely evening.

Wed. Dec. 14 The Emerging Church – (parish hall) Fritz and Rev. Susan.
What exactly IS the Emergent or Emerging church, anyway?! Always sort of
wondered about those “spiritual but not religious” folks? Come and find out
with a fascinating look at what is happening in the church world today and
how it impacts St. Thomas’ Church.

Wed. Dec. 21
Wed. Dec. 28

No Class, “Service of Light” – 7:00pm
No Class, Christmas Break
END OF SEMESTER I

ST. THOMAS’ PILGRIMS NEWS
On Saturday, October 22nd, the Rhode Island chapter of the
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) is holding its 11th
annual fundraiser walk in Roger Williams Park in Providence.
Fritz Gorman has been a volunteer for NAMI and for the walk
every year, and last year he set up a team of walkers from our
church, cleverly calling it the St. Thomas’ Pilgrims. NAMI is a
low-budget, grassroots advocacy organization that supports people
who have serious mental illnesses and their families. Fritz will have a table set up in the parish
hall each Sunday, so check it out and learn what amazing work NAMI is doing to educate people
about mental illness. If you are able, please donate to the cause (or obtain sponsors yourself), or
better yet, join us for the walk itself. It is a 5K (3.2 miles) which begins at 10:00am. Thrivent
has also agreed to support us in some manner on the day of the walk.
We at NAMI are also very excited about presenting a Mental Health Awareness night,
with speakers in recovery from serious mental illnesses, on September 16th, from 6:00 to about
7:30pm, where refreshments will be available. In addition, we are in the process of setting up
future support groups at St. Thomas’ for individuals living with a mental illness and another
group for their families. Stay tuned for more information. Feel free to call Fritz with any
questions at 766-6425.

Thank You for Coffee Hour Fare!

Ever wonder where that delicious food at coffee hour comes
from? From you! Parishioners are welcomed and encouraged to
bring food to share at coffee hour. Homemade or store-bought,
fresh fruit or baked goods - whatever you are moved to
share! Sign-up outside the kitchen or talk to Deb Farrar to
participate. And then simply place items on the kitchen counter
before worship on Sunday morning. Your fellow parishioners thank you !

BAZAAR TIME!

It’s almost that time of year!
Our 2016 Bazaar will be held on

Friday, November 18th and Saturday, November 19th

We have been busy crafting and will soon start preparing
foods for our Café, Bake Tables and Pantry.
It’s going to be a busy couple of months…..

There will be several sign-up sheets posted in the hall …
your help will go a very long way in making this
the most successful Bazaar ever!

Right now, we are looking for new, suitable items for our Secret

Santa Room. These are small items that children can purchase for
$1 and they will be wrapped to give as gifts to their family and

teachers, for Christmas. If you have anything to donate, please
put in the box marked “Secret Santa”.

We are also looking for new items to fill our Penny Social baskets.
There is a wish list in the hall, or see Deb Farrar
for more information.

Know of a business that would like to place an ad in our booklet?
Every person who comes to the Bazaar gets a booklet so it’s a

great way to advertise a local business for little cost.
Again, see Deb Farrar if you are interested!

11 weeks to go and counting!!

WINGS LOOKS FORWARD
TO THE FALL

St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of Growing Spiritually) is

looking forward to the cooler days of Fall, when they can gather for
fun and fellowship! To begin the new season, they will meet on

Monday, September 19, at 6:00pm in the church parking lot to carpool to a nearby

restaurant, where they will engage in one of their favorite activities (eating!) while
sharing ideas for future programs. Some of the evenings which have been popular
in the past have included movies, book discussions, crafts, games nights, and

helping with church projects, but new ideas are always welcome! Just a reminder
that all women of the church are members of WINGS! The more, the merrier!

Please plan on joining us on the 19th, and see Karen Pare if you have a preference
on our restaurant choice for that evening.

FROM THE MAILBOX…

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

A really big thank-you to everyone who helped make Nick’s fundraiser a

great success. Through Thrivent we were able to pay all expenses. The St.

Thomas’ family gave donations and baked goods, plus time and energy. We raised
over $5000, and I thank each one of you who helped.

Love, Mimi Freeman and Family

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9 am to 1 pm or by appointment

“To the world, you may be one person, but to one person you may be the world.” – Poet Heather Cortez.
Two complimentary Thrivent Financial workshops are designed to help sort through questions and challenges of
navigating the systems when taking care of loved ones with special needs.

Name: Special Needs Preparation
Where: St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 1 Smith Ave., Greenville, RI 02828
When: 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22, 2016
or:
Where: Sts. Matthew and Mark Episcopal Church, 5 Chapel Rd., Barrington, RI 02806
When: 6 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 28, 2016
Do your plans include your loved ones? Making future preparations for a loved one who has cognitive
or physical challenges may seem overwhelming. However, this presentation is intended to provide
you with assistance (and sense of reassurance), knowing that you can ensure your loved one will be
provided for—financially, physically and emotionally. Attorney Jude Kostas, a member of St. Martin’s
in Providence, will join Thrivent Financial representatives Bryan Schmeling and Jon Skov in educating
families who take care of loved ones with special needs – from ADD, ADHD, mental illness, physical
disability, and much more.
During this event, you’ll learn:
● How to balance your financial needs and your loved one’s personal needs
● How to create and implement a financial, legal and care strategy for your loved one
● Sources of available government benefits
● How to create a special needs trust and how it interacts with government benefits
(No products will be sold at these events.) Space is limited. Please RSVP by Sept. 19, 2016. Call Kelly
Anderson at 401-647-0664 or email Kelly.anderson@thrivent. com.
For more than 100 years, Thrivent Financial has helped its members be wise with money and live
generously.
[Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™, CFP® (with
plaque design) and CFP® (with flame design) in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and
ongoing certification requirements.]
No products will be sold at this event.
Thrivent Financial and its respective associates and employees cannot provide legal, accounting, or tax advice or services. Work with your
Thrivent Financial representative, and as appropriate your attorney and/or tax professional for additional information.
Thrivent Financial representatives are licensed insurance agents/producers of Thrivent Financial, the marketing name for Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. They are also registered representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave S.,
Minneapolis, MN 55415. For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

Sunday School News!
Sunday School Registration

We will hold Sunday School registration on September 4th and 11 th in our parish
hall. After both the 8:00am and 10:00am services, come and find out about the
wonderful things that are ahead for our children, and fill out the paperwork that
will register them for the year ahead.

Come and join us on September 18th as we kick-off the new program year in Sunday
School. Classes on Sunday mornings start promptly at 9:30, and the children join
their families during the service in church at the Peace.

And THEN everyone is invited to really kick off the school year on a positive note!
Also on September 18th at our 10:00am service we will pray for everyone involved in
education, and will bless students, (of ALL ages!), and their backpacks or book bags
as they begin the new school year. So bring bags to our Backpack Blessing, and put
them around the altar when you arrive at church. We look forward to welcoming
you and helping to make this school year the best it can be, knowing that our
children and young people are embraced by their parish community!

Deutsche Abendessen!

Join us for an evening of German food,
including bratwurst, knockwurst,
German potato salad, potato dumplings,
spaetzli, sauerkraut and schnitzel.
All topped off with apple strudel for
dessert!

Friday, September 30th
One seating at 6:00pm

Tickets $22
Available at the Ministry Table
after each service.
Proust und gutes essen!
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Madison Catanzaro 22

Kimberly Lusignan 7

Janis Reedy 23

Ethan Smith 9

Anita Coyne 25

Jennifer Ray 15

Laura Barnes 27

Conrad Zahn 14

Marie Piadade 26

Peter Trementozzi 15

Debbie Alcusky 29

Joseph Spaziano 16

SEPTEMBER WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES

Tim and Jen Boucher

5

Jon and Sharon Thompson
George and Donna Stolasz

Andrew and Debbie Alcusky
Conrad and Jacki Zahn

25

Michael and Patricia Wedda

5

7

12
30

BAPTISM

At the 9:30 service on Sunday, August 28, Reverend Susan

conferred the sacrament of Holy Baptism upon Zoe Grace Pouliot,
welcoming her to our Christian Family. Zoe’s proud parents are

Jeff and Rowena Pouliot. Congratulations to sweet Zoe and her
family!

September 2016
Sun
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8:00 HE
9:30 HE

Sunday School
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8:00 HE
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Mon

5

Labor Day

Tue

6

10:00 HE

25

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

8

2

Fri

9

Crafting group

12

6:00-8:00pm
Book and Movie
Group

13

14

9:00 HE &

6:30pm
vestry

15

3

Sat

5:30—HE

10

4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support Group

5:00-7:00
Pasta Dinner

16

5:30—HE

17

Healing service

9:30—2:00pm

19

Crafting group

7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

20

9:00 Capital
campaign mtg.

(Blessing of the
Backpacks)

9:00 HE &

Thu

9:30—2:00pm

7:00pm
11:30 Outreach Stewardship
meeting
meeting

8:00 HE

7

1

Healing service

Sunday School
Registration

18

Wed

21

9:00 HE &

22

6:00-7:30
NAMI evening

5:30—HE

23

24

Healing service Thrivent – 6:00pm

9:30—2:00pm

6:00-8:00
pm
WINGS

26

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

Crafting group

27

7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

28

9:00 HE &

“Special Needs
Informational
Night”

29

5:30—HE

30

Healing service

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

5:00-7:00pm
“German Dinner”

Notes:
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Support us, Lord, all the day long,
until the shadows lengthen, and
the evening comes, the busy world
is hushed, the fever of life is over,
and our work done; then Lord, in
your mercy, give us safe lodging,
a holy rest, and peace at the last.
Amen. New Zealand Prayer Book

