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Social Media and St Thomas’
By Rev. Grace Swinski
Social media has become such a part of everyone’s life. There are many who do not like to use a cell
phone, facebook or use other forms of social media, and that is okay! But I would like to share with
you how it has helped me to spread the Gospel.
This summer I received my first Smart phone. I had actually gotten it from someone who had
upgraded to a newer version and was more than happy to give me his old one. I had seen so many
people paying so much attention to their phones. And I would question why don’t people just talk
to people? But I have two daughters who are in their twenties and they showed me how to use my
phone to evangelize!
It all started the first week in June. I have always been active in social justice activities. I had
attended a linking of arms on the streets of Providence to bring back safe streets and a sit-in with
our Congressional members about sensible gun laws. While I was at these activities my daughter
would take my phone and “check-in“ to say where I was and post a statement or a photo. What I
found was people were contacting me to see how they could get involved or how I heard about the
event. There became a waterfall of opportunities to share with people, events they might not
necessarily see in the paper or hear on TV or the radio. As a church we should share what we are
doing! Maybe share a quick line about something that resonated in the sermon to you. Or how the
choir is singing one of your favorite hymns!
When I arrive on Sunday mornings I check in with a simple word or two. Last week I had asked Jeff
Doris to take some pictures during the 10:00 o’clock service. I posted a few. (Rev. Susan and I at the
altar, the choir, and a picture of the congregation from the back of the church) One person who saw
the pictures said “How do I become an Episcopalian?” God works in mysterious ways. Consider
using social media to spread our joy out into the world. Pray on it! Who knows what can happen!

An Addendum:
As we enter this brave, innovative world of Social Media there will be brand new issues to consider.
We already ask all of the parents of our Sunday School children to give their permission for being
able to publish photos on our Website and facebook page of Church activities – social events, the
children singing in church, pageants and so on. And since we have been doing this – 7 years now all parents have always given permission. (And we never label with names!) But last week it occurred
to me that we have not asked adults this same question! So I will be bringing this to the Vestry to
see how we might want to deal with this issue going forward. I want to make sure that we are
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handling this in a sensitive way. And don’t worry – our photography all throughout the 10:00 service
was a one-time event in honor of Social Media Sunday. Grace gave us some wonderful tips that will
help us spread the word about all the wonderful things going on at our church – the most important
of which is our joyful worship!
Blessings,
Rev. Susan+

Blessing of the Animals Liturgy

Sunday October 2nd – 4:00pm on the back lawn
Every year around this time we celebrate the “Blessing of the Animals”. The
Church keeps the Feast of St. Francis on Oct. 4, and so we bless animals on the
nearest Sunday to honor his life!
Francis of Assisi is known for his profound connection with God and with God’s
whole creation. Our invitation to all of God’s creatures to join us in worship reminds
us that God is glorified by woofs and meows and chirps, too! The love that we feel
toward our pets is another facet of God’s love alive in us. If we are kind to these
animals, should we not be kind to all animals, and indeed to God’s whole creation?
So we will honor St. Francis at this special Eucharist with readings, music and
hopefully wonderful weather. We have three options for worshipping together on
that day – our regular services at 8:00am and 10:00am as well as this special
outdoor service at 4:00pm. And if the weather is uncooperative, we will still have
the service in the parish hall. So bring along your favorite pets and plan on joining
us! (Dogs on leashes and cats in carriers, please.) And if you wish, bring along a lawn
chair – and settle in for a lovely afternoon service with our beloved pets!
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7th Annual
African Team Ministries
Handicraft Sale

We will be supporting orphans and displaced children in Kenya by selling handmade
items again this fall on two weekends! These beautiful items – jewelry, wooden and
fabric crafts, little instruments, baskets, scarves and more – will be set up after each of
our services. All of the monies raised will be going right to African Team Ministries to
improve the lives of children who have been affected by the AIDS crisis. The dates
they will be available are October 1st & 2nd and October 8th and 9th - plan on stopping
by the table in the Parish Hall and check it out!

ST. THOMAS’ PILGRIMS
On Saturday, October 22nd, the Rhode Island chapter of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI) is holding its 11th annual fundraiser, a walk in Roger
Williams Park in Providence. Fritz Gorman has been a volunteer for NAMI and for
the walk every year, and last year he set up a team of walkers from our church,
cleverly calling them the Saint Thomas’ Pilgrims. NAMI is a low-budget, grassroots
advocacy organization that supports people who have serious mental illnesses and
their families. Fritz will have a table set up in the church hall each Sunday, so check it
out and learn what amazing work NAMI is doing! If you can, donate to the cause (or
obtain sponsors yourself), or better yet, join us on the walk. It’s a 5K (or 3.2 mile)
course, and starts at 10am. If you prefer to donate online, and be a “virtual walker”,
go to namiwalks.org/paul gorman and click on the St. Thomas’ Pilgrims link.
Thrivent will be supporting us in some way on the day of the walk. Also we are
setting up local support groups for individuals living with a mental illness and their
families. Stay tuned! And feel free to call Fritz for information at 766-6425.
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We will be having our 4th Annual St.
Thomas’ “Trunk or Treat”
Sunday, October 30, 2016 from 1:30pm3:00pm
What is trunk-or-treating you ask? Picture this: Our parking lot
with the back ends of vehicles decorated in a variety of fun
themes with children roaming around in costumes and gathering
treats.
A Trunk or Treat---also known as Halloween Tailgating or Tailgate
Trick-or-Treat---is a Halloween event where people gather and
park their cars in a parking lot. They open their trunks, or the
backs of their vehicles, and decorate them. Then they pass out
treats to children in costume from their decorated trunks. The
event provides a safe family environment for trick or treaters and
allows children to skip or stroll from trunk to trunk.
What a fun way to spend the evening as a family!--We will
begin at 1:30pm in the parish hall with a quick snack/meal before
going outside to “Trunk or Treat” in the parking lot.
If you would like to lend a hand with planning there is a sign-up
sheet is in the parish hall. The sign up sheet is also for those
who will be decorating their trunks (we need trunks) and
passing out candy to our little ones. Donations of candy to pass
out to the children or donations for our snack/meal will also be
accepted and can be listed on the sign-up sheet. If any of our
young adults would like to help decorate trunks or help in any
other way please let us know.
Thank you and hope to scare you there! Donna DorisChairperson
Contact Info 401-567-0875
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Stewardship Event!

At St. Thomas’, worship is at the heart of all we do: it fuels our lives; it’s as much a
part of us as breathing. Webster defines worship as “to love or pursue devotedly.”
Here, in our parish in Greenville, we love and pursue devotedly a vision of God that
includes talking, teaching, gathering together, and reaching outside into the wider
community.
In order to worship, in order to pursue God, we all must give—our time, our talents,
and that most tangible of things, our treasure. This month we ask you, our fellow
worshipers, to come along as we pursue God through giving.
There are many ways you can help St. Thomas to grow. You can further any of the
many ministries here by giving to our Annual Stewardship appeal. We will be kicking
off our Stewardship Drive this year at a special dinner on Saturday, October 22 nd
at 6:30pm. Join us that evening for a lovely (free!) chicken dinner sponsored by
the Stewardship Committee. A relaxed evening of fun and food and fellowship will
make us mindful of how truly blessed we are to be together at this wonderful
parish. The only thing we ask is that you sign up so we may prepare enough food for
everyone. (The sign-up sheet is on the Ministry Table in the Parish Hall)
No matter how you give to our Stewardship Campaign, we deeply appreciate your
generosity and your faithful commitment to this community. So plan on joining us on
the 22nd as we celebrate all that we have and all that we are - together!

Baptism
The next date for baptism is Sunday, November 6th at the 10 am liturgy. If
you are interested in this sacrament, please speak with the Rector. And
after that, the next baptismal day is on the Baptism of Jesus, January 8 th,
2017.
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A Prayer from our Rite 13 Children
Dear Lord,
You are everywhere, especially in our hearts.
You are always looking over us.
You help us when we need help,
By guiding us through our lives.
Please give us strength, wisdom and courage
To follow you in a life of good morals and good choices.
Please protect our families and keep them safe and strong.
We pray for all of your children who are suffering with illness and disease, both
physical and mental.
We pray for all of those who are wounded and killed in war
And pray that the world will find peace.
We pray that you show your love to anyone in distress, especially the homeless,
the hungry and the poor.
All of this comes from our hearts.
Amen

A WINGS NOTE: Because many group members will be attending the WINGS
retreat to Block Island on October 14-16, WINGS will not hold its regular
meeting during the month of October. See you in November!
ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9 am to 1 pm or by appointment
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OUTREACH NEWS
The Outreach Committee met on September 11 after the 10am
service. They report that there is lots of enthusiasm for upcoming
projects! On the first Sunday in October (the 2nd), Reverend Susan will
lead a Blessing of the Animals service, and to complement it, a major
collection of items for local animal shelters will take place. Needs include
wet and dry food (with canned dog food a special priority), paper towels, old blankets, and
dish detergent. The complete list may be found on the parish hall bulletin board above the
collection bin. Thanks to Carol Thurber for her faithful coordination of this ministry!
On October 22, St. Thomas’ will send a team to the NAMI walk. NAMI is a grassroots organization which supports increased awareness and funding for those with mental
illness and their families. You can sign up to walk with the St. Thomas’ Pilgrims, participate
as a virtual walker, or make a financial contribution to the cause. Fritz’s ministry with the
group has already included a well-attended information session at St. Thomas’, partnering
with our neighbors at Greenville Baptist Church. Future plans will offer
support groups as well as educational programs for the entire community.
Our Thanksgiving Basket ministry this year will have a bit of a twist,
with our Church School children being more directly involved. We are
excited to anticipate the efforts of our precious little ones. Stay tuned for
more information as the holiday approaches.
And Christmas will be here before we know it. We plan to launch
our annual Giving Tree drive a bit earlier than usual because we realize
that some parishioners prefer to complete their shopping early. More
information to come! As always, if you have suggestions or questions
about any of the outreach efforts, or would like to join our group, please call me at
(401)524-7035 or email me at Phyllissspaziano@gmail.com!
Phyllis Spaziano

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare; klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.
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BAZAAR NEWS
Just 7 weeks away!
This year, the Door Prize is going
to be a loaded Thanksgiving Basket – would YOU like to
help fill it and make someone’s day?
There will be a list on the Ministry Table!
We are still looking for NEW items for our Secret Santa
Room – dig out those unwanted gifts and “re-gift” them for
our children to give to their family and friends……
We still have room in our Bazaar Booklet for local
businesses to place an Ad. This booklet is handed out to
hundreds of visitors and the Ad prices are very reasonable,
$25 - $75. See Deb Farrar or Sharon Thompson.
Penny Social: There is a new list to collect items for more
baskets – including a cat and dog basket! It’s on the
Ministry Table!

Let’s make this Bazaar the
BEST ONE EVER!
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Ian Wenskowicz 4

Tony DeCesare 18

Dorothy Hodnett 25

Jeffrey LeBlanc 5

Anne Todd 18

Ashley Fiske 26

Craig Derosier 6

Kate Kitada 20

Christian Harris 27

Beth Trementozzi 11

Barbara Tessier 21

Callum Harris 27

MacKenzie Ray 13

Jackson Deschamps 22

Aaron Archambault 28

Amanda Boswell 15

Kristen Caine 23

Charlie Miller 28

Jen Boucher 16

Caitlin Kelley 24

Lucien Tessier 28

Kylie Wells 17

Alonzo Thurber 24

Barbara Cormier 30

Michelle Bouchard-Gartner 24

OCTOBER WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
Steven and Judy Chase

12

Antonio and Alicia Dias

12

Stephen and Gladys Kemp
Philip and Karen Pare

12

16

Peter and Wendy Grace

19

IN MEMORIAM
Our Christian sympathies are extended to Brian Carpenter and his wife,
Reverend Susan Carpenter, and their family, on the death of Brian’s mother,
Ellen G. Carpenter, who passed away on August 31. Mrs. Carpenter was a worldwide traveler who co-owned Long Realty, Inc. with her husband. Reverend Susan
conducted her funeral service at Tucker-Quinn funeral chapel on September 4.
And Walter J. Kane, Esq., father of former vestry member Tim Kane and his
wife Lori, died on September 3. Walter was a lawyer and Rhode Island state
senator who was active in local causes. Reverend Susan led his funeral service at St.
Thomas’ on September 7. Condolences to Tim, Lori, and their extended family.
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October Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
3:00-5:00
Ministry Fair &
Open House
“Come & See”
5:30—HE

2

3

4

8:00 HE
10:00 HE 7:00
Open House &
Stewardship
Ministry Fair after mtg.
each service

4:00pm

9

10

7

11

7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

12

5:30—HE

13

14

Healing
service

17

18

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

19

WINGS 3-day
retreat starts
today

5:00pm Vestry
& Potluck
20
21

9:00 HE &
Healing
service

24

25

6:30-8:00
pm Order of
St. Luke
meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

30

26

5:30—HE

22 9:00am
NAMI Walk
5:30—HE
6:30pm
Stewardship
Dinner

7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

15

9:00 HE &

7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

23

8
4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support
Group

Healing
service

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

16

6

9:00 HE &

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Club

Blessing of the
Animals Service

5

27

28

29

9:00 HE &
Healing
service
7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

Notes:

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

1:30-3:00 Trunk
or Treat
31
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The Newsletter of St. Thomas’ Church
October 2016
God of love and compassion; be with me as I yearn to accept and cherish my
relationship with you as your beloved child. Be with me as I respond to the
invitation to release to you all of my fears, needs, and hopes in the days to
come.
Amen
Lenten series 2015; Closing Prayer, Week 2
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