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Advent Lessons & Carols
Sunday November 27th, 4:00
"Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be
our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again
the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go
even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger..."
So begins the heart-catching Service of Advent Lessons and
Carols, a beloved service one can find being used, in some form
or another by Anglicans throughout the world. Why is it so
compelling? Is it the beautiful sacred spaces in England that are
associated with it, in services broadcast annually by the BBC
and re-broadcast by PBS? No. The service originated in a
cathedral, but the cathedral, Truro, was at the time a wooden
shed and resembled not even faintly the cathedral that it is
today. Is it the exquisite music? It, too, is beautiful, but I don’t think so. I believe
that the deeper power of this service lies first in its lessons that pierce the human
heart and fill it, too.
The Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols provides an opportunity for Brian Larkin
and the choir of our parish to gather and lead us in marking the beginning of the
church year and to sharpen our focus on Advent, a season of preparation leading us
to a fuller understanding of our celebration of the Nativity, which is to come.
Come hear again the readings from Holy Scripture that tell the story of the fall in the
garden of Eden and God’s ensuing promise of redemption through the birth, life,
death, and resurrection of his Son, Jesus. The choral music offered by the choir and
the congregational hymns are chosen to reflect on these passages and are meant to
help anchor us more securely in heart and mind as we wait with joyful expectation
for the coming of our Lord and Savior. Who might you invite to join us?
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

Stewardship Corner

Providing gifts that feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and care for the
sick is expected of us as Christians (Matthew 25:36). Isn’t it amazing
how much joy we find in giving to others? Think about those times
when you helped someone or made someone happy. How did it make
YOU feel?
When Conrad and I decided to make St. Thomas our church home, we
did so because we knew there was a “kind heart” living within these
walls. It was clear that there was a real desire on the part of the
leadership here to feed people literally and spiritually and to be a life
changing presence in world. We rejoice, as I know you do, in the many
ways in which that is happening, and we recognize how our monetary
gifts empower that ministry to take place.
However, doing those things isn’t the only kind of stewardship we practice. This is
the time of year when we make sure that St. Thomas Church in Greenville RI will
continue to be a viable church so that we can continue the feeding, the clothing
and the caring.
At one point in time, not so long ago, St. Thomas was in tumult. Enough people
were so concerned that this not happen…they looked, and they prayed for a solution.
Prayers were answered, two parishes merged and a new spirit of life in Christ
emerged within the walls of St. Thomas. Then Rev. Susan arrived, and then some of
YOU arrived! Answered prayers, indeed.
Now we need to make sure St. Thomas will be here for those who will come after us.
We need to take care of this church. I’m asking you to “push it to the edge” this
year.
If you drop cash in the collection plate on Sunday, why not make that money a
pledge? We cannot plan a budget without knowing what we’re going to
receive.
● If you use envelopes but don’t make a pledge, please consider pledging, it
really helps us to plan better. Remember, it’s not the amount of your pledge
that is as important it’s the commitment to pledge.
● If you already pledge, try to increase it in increments throughout the year.
Five dollars a week can become six…in a few more weeks, seven. That’s how
it was done in our household. You’d be surprised what you could end up being
able to do at the end of the year!
Keep in mind, “all things come of thee.” God gives us all we need and He will
make sure we are taken care of. Good stewardship is the result of faith, trust and
discipline - and the results will be joyful.
●

On behalf of the Stewardship Committee I ask you to pray on what YOUR
commitment will be to St. Thomas Church.
God’s Blessings, Jacki Zahn

Stewardship Chair

Change in Seasons
The leaves have fallen and the temperatures are fluctuating. The change of seasons
means change in our wardrobes. I had mentioned to Rev. Susan that just a couple of
weeks ago it was a sea of blues that people were wearing and now many are in
browns and earth tones. Usually it is at this time of the year when we switch our
closets around to our warmer clothes .We look at some items and decide we don’t
need them any longer and bag them up.
I would like to offer a three bag approach to donating those no longer needed items:
Clothes to Kids, R I www.clothestokidsri.org
72 Reservoir Ave. #5
Providence RI 02907
401.941.8050
Their mission is to provide new and quality used clothing to low-income or in-crisis, school-age
children in Providence County, Rhode Island—free of charge. The store is set up for the families to
shop. Each child receives 5 new pair of underwear, 5 bottoms and tops, a coat and additional
accessories found around the store. All families shop by appointment only and are assisted by a
personal shopper who helps find the right outfit and sizes for the child. The most challenging donations
are for the high school students.
Working in the school department I hear of children who can’t come to school because they have to
share a pair of shoes, or of little ones who do not have a coat to wear.
Dorcas International Clothing Collaborative www.diiri.org.
645 Elmwood Ave
Providence RI 02907
401.421.5753
The Clothing Collaborative / Refugee Resource Center collects gently used clothes for incoming refugee
families as well as people who have finished the job training course offered at Dorcas.
Job interviews are always nerve racking but especially if you do not have the right clothes to make a
good impression. The Clothing Collaborative is also in a store setting, but there is no charge to the
clients.
Of course, it is also great that St Thomas has its own clothing bin to recycle any clothing. It is especially
wonderful that it serves the whole community.
So whatever you decide to do with those bags, thank you for being good stewards of the earth by
recycling items you no longer need.

A GUIDE TO READING REVELATION

Soon those of you who are reading the Bible as part of the Bible
Challenge will begin reading Revelation. This is one absolutely awesome
book, but many find it quite difficult and confusing to comprehend.
So on Wednesday, November 2 from 7 to 8:30, Father Don will be
sharing some keys that will unlock the symbolic language of this book, which
is meant to reveal Jesus as Lord of lords and King of kings. When this
happens, the reader discovers that Revelation is indeed an amazing “Grand
Finale” to the Bible.
Even if you are not part of the Bible Challenge, you will find this Bible
teaching interesting and feel that it is an hour and a half well spent.
On Wednesday, November 2, Father Don will survey the first 11
chapters of Revelation, and on November 30 he will cover the last 11
chapters. Join us--you will not want to miss this experience!

UTO INGATHERING PLANNED
The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) ingathering for the United
Thank Offering will be held on Thursday, November 10, at St.
Mary’s Home for Children in nearby North Providence. The annual
meeting begins at 10am, with a Eucharist celebrated by Bishop
Knisely at noon. This will be followed by a catered luncheon. The
cost of the luncheon is $10, and reservations must be made by
November 3. See Mimi Freeman for details.
Please consider contributing to this very important cause, or perhaps
attending the meeting for any part of the day. You can find envelopes for
UTO giving in the narthex or on the ministry table in the parish hall.

CONGRATULATIONS TO LONNIE THURBER!
Our very own Alonzo F Thurber III (LONNIE) was
inducted into the Smithfield Heritage Hall of
Fame on October 27th, 2016.
Following 26 years serving in the United States
Air Force, Lonnie has been committed to the
service of others and in preserving the heritage
of the Town of Smithfield.
Notably, Lonnie has been very instrumental in
lending his expertise to the Cemetery
Committee, with years of volunteering in
locating lost and overgrown cemeteries,
restoring and repairing headstones and
consulting with other cities and towns in Rhode
Island to organize cemetery groups.
In addition to this commitment, Lonnie has volunteered his time and skills in
storing, maintaining and repairing tools and equipment used by the Town. He has
always been trusted in an advisory capacity to maintain the quality of the Town’s
equipment.
Beyond this, Lonnie and his wife of 55 years, Carol, volunteer for Meals on Wheels,
caring and monitoring those he delivers meals to as well as washing dishes at the
Smithfield Senior Center. At St. Thomas’ he is an enthusiastic greeter, usher, and
Altar Guild member.
Lonnie states that he “Enjoys and has fun with all of his volunteer work, because it
gives him a good feeling to help the residents of the town he loves………He is just
doing what he was always taught to do by his family – Help people in your
community”.

Congratulations to you Lonnie from all of your St. Thomas’ family!

“WE GATHER ToGETHER…”

SundAy ScHool ouTREAcH PRojEcT
One of our Outreach traditions at St. Thomas’ is to put together Thanksgiving Baskets
for people who might not be able to afford a special Thanksgiving dinner. This year our
Sunday school classes are organizing, collecting, sorting and packing the boxes! (If
YOU know of anyone who might need such a basket – let Rev. Susan know ASAP!)
There are sign-up sheets on the Outreach bulletin board in the parish hall for all of the
many components of our baskets. Please deliver groceries and gift cards to the specially
marked bins in the Rectory on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday from 9:00am –
1:00pm (Joan’s hours) OR after the 5:30pm Saturday night service or on Sunday
morning right into the Parish Hall so everything doesn’t get mixed up with the bazaar!
We need everything by 11:00am on Sunday Nov. 20th. Our youngest members of the
parish will assemble the baskets right after the 10:00am service. Thank you in advance
for your generosity. 30 families will be able to enjoy a Thanksgiving meal because of
your kindness!

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9 am to 1 pm or by appointment

BAZAAR NEWS
Friday, November 18th & Saturday, November 19th
We are looking forward to a very busy couple of weeks leading up to the big
event and could use your help! There are many sign-up sheets on the bulletin
board.
● Donation of grocery items for our Café:
There are grocery lists posted in the hall and any donation would be
very much appreciated! Non-perishable items can be left in the hall in
the box marked Bazaar groceries. Dates for cooking and baking will be
posted also – all are welcome to lend a hand preparing foods in the
kitchen!
● Become a “Booster” in our Booklet:
For just $1 per name! See Karen Pare for details
● Booklet Ads:
Deadline to place an Ad in our booklet is November 6th – a great way to
advertise your business! See Deb Farrar or Sharon Thompson
● Soups-To-Go:
Please consider making your favorite soup and we will sell it, by the
quart, during the Bazaar. Make fresh or make ahead and freeze! See
sign-up sheet
●

Give a couple of hours during the Bazaar:
We will be posting a sign-up sheet for help setting up, selling at the

tables, working the café, selling tickets at the Penny Socials and cleanup. Just a couple of hours of your time will mean a lot!
● Penny Social:
We are still in need of a couple of items to complete our baskets – see
sign-up sheet on bulletin board
● Secret Santa Room:
A place where the kids can make Christmas crafts and do their
Christmas shopping for family, teachers and friends. We are looking for
new small items for them to purchase as gifts. This is the perfect
opportunity to re-gift those items sitting in your cupboard!
● Bake Table and Sweets Table:
Have a favorite baked good or sweet recipe? Please consider making up
a batch (or two) for our Bake Table or Sweets table – sign-up sheet in
the hall!
● Tell your friends, family and neighbors about us:
Spread the word! Save the date! Shop and eat in St. Thomas’ style!

St. Thomas’ will be celebrating a Eucharistic service on Thanksgiving Eve, which
falls on Wednesday November 23rd this year. This joyful service will be held at
7:00pm, with music provided by our own Brian Larkin. Come and celebrate this
season of gratitude as we reflect on all of our many blessings. There will be
refreshments and fellowship after the service in our parish hall. All attendees are
requested to bring along a non-perishable food item for the Smithfield Food Bank.
Let us stop and take a moment in our preparations for Thanksgiving Day to praise
our Creator for all that we have, and all that we are. Join us!

Gratitude Sunday!
“All things come of Thee, O Lord…”

The Stewardship Committee is planning a festive breakfast on Gratitude Sunday November 27th between the services. We will celebrate the conclusion of our
Stewardship Campaign on that day. This complimentary breakfast is offered in joyful
gratitude for our parish family. The breakfast will be served from 8:45-9:45. If you
would like to bring something to share that morning, feel free to use the sign-up sheets
on the bulletin board in the parish hall. But it certainly isn’t necessary! This will be a
wonderful way to kick off our Advent season in a spirit of thankfulness.
Plan on joining us as we rejoice in all of our many blessings!
OUTREACH NEWS!!
St. Thomas’ parishioners have been very busy with Outreach activities! At
October’s Blessing of the Animals a large collection of supplies for local animal
shelters was contributed. On October 22, several parishioners participated in
the NAMI walk, in collaboration with folks from Greenville Baptist Church.
Then on October 29, Jacki Zahn used a Thrivent grant to take a team to prepare food for
the Church Beyond the Walls in downtown Providence.
Looking ahead, November will bring our Thanksgiving Basket collection. This year our
precious children will be coordinating the drive to fill 30 baskets, which will be distributed
to local social service agencies and needy families. The children have already begun
decorating boxes to hold the food and drawing pictures to include in each one as a special
way to warm the hearts of the recipients. Sign-up sheets for food items are in the parish
hall. Volunteers are needed to assemble the baskets on November 20 after the 10am
service. And stay tuned for details about the Christmas Giving Tree later this month.
The next meeting of the Outreach Committee will be held on Sunday, November 6
after the 10am service. Everyone is welcome! If you are interested but unable to attend,
please contact Phyllis Spaziano at 524-7035 or Phyllisspaziano@gmail.com. The Holy Spirit
is working through this parish as we build on our ministries and walk in faith to even greater
service.

WINGS TO SUPPORT BAZAAR
St. Thomas’ WINGS group will meet one week earlier than usual in
November, gathering on Monday the 14th at 6pm in the parish hall to help
with last-minute Bazaar preparations. This may include cooking, potpourri making, and other
fun activities! Join us to offer your help.
The recent WINGS retreat, held on Block Island, was a big hit. Mimi Freeman
comments: “The retreat was magical! Perfect weather, perfect accommodations, enhanced
relationships, great meals. We are booked for 2017, and I’m in! Ask participants who is St.
Thomas’ greatest contortionist, or what you could do with three balloons!!”

WINGS RETREAT
The “TREAT” in “RETREAT” was all ours!
Sailing away on the Block Island Ferry under aqua
blue skies and with a gentle autumnal breeze was the
perfect way to start what would be a weekend of
spiritual bonding, fellowship and laughter.
Under the guidance of Donna Tornatore, and Rev.
Susan, 16 St. Thomas women made discoveries about
themselves and one another as we “Told our own
story”. It was emotional at times, eye opening at
others and dotted with fits of giggles and a deeper
understanding of what we mean to each other, not just
as women but as sisters in Christ.
Our early morning gathering at the Southern Light was filled with
sunshine as we were truly blessed with the most magnificent
weather and the most beautiful surroundings. We basked in the
beauty of the ocean view and held tight to the memories we were
making with one another.

Tony awarding too!

We stayed at the Rose Farm Inn where we witnessed the
rising of an incredible moon as well as deer strolling on the
hills. Our Saturday evening was topped off by six
“performances” by groups of three – the talent between us
was Oscar worthy!

It was a wonderful weekend and much needed by us all.
How blessed were we to be able to spend this time
together!

SAVE THE DATE!
2016 Christmas Cookie Sale
It’s almost time to start baking!

Our Annual Cookie Sale will be held on

Saturday, December 10th
Would you like to bake a batch (or two) or your favorite Christmas
delights?
Don’t like to bake alone?
Join us for a cookie-baking day on
Saturday, December 3rd
See sign-up sheets posted next month or
contact Deb Farrar or Sharon Thompson for more details

A Thrivent Reminder: If you have a Thrivent Action Project and haven’t
used it, but plan to do so, it must be applied for and approved before
December 30th. If you don’t know the exact date, put in a date (maximum
of 120 days before), and note that the date may change. Questions about
eligibility for a project may be addressed to Kelly Anderson at Thrivent (401749-4649). For project suggestions, see Jacki Zahn or contact her at
jmz222@outlook.com

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Nancy Burton 3

Rhonda Kehoe 13

Kathrine DiMillo 22

Ruth Lambert 4

Forrest Crooks 14

Adelaide Harris 23

Stephen Kemp 14

Karen Pare 24

Chris Todd 6

Jessica Plante 17

Leigh-Ann Plante 24

Taylor Coupe 9

Timothy Kane 18

Carol Dickinson 25

Kaydence Coupe 11

Michael Spaziano 18

Judy Chase 28

Cynthia Johnson 12

Cheryl Thompson 18

Dom Whitten 29

Jeffrey Gales 13

Harry Anderson 22

Charlie Harris 30

Christopher Todd

5

NOVEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Ron and Cheryl Hodgins

6

Michael and Tiffani Herchen
Dennis and Melanie Kohler
Maury and Nan Boulais

10
25

27

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT
Eliza Jeanne Laprade and Dennis Paul Blais were joined in Holy
Matrimony on Sunday, October 23, by Reverend Susan at St. Thomas’.
Eliza is one of our Rite 13 Sunday School teachers, and Eliza and Dennis
are one of the two couples who will be leading the Junior-Senior Youth
Group. Congratulations to the happy couple!

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare; klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.

2016 CHRISTMAS FLOWER DEDICATIONS
The beautiful poinsettias, greenery, and other plants that will adorn our
sanctuary, narthex, and nave will be a special part of the celebration of

Christmas at St. Thomas’ Church. We invite all parishioners to share in the
experience through a memorial or thanksgiving gift. The amount of your
donation is up to you. Names of the loved ones you honor or remember will

be printed in the Christmas bulletins. Flower Dedication forms are in this edition of our
newsletter and are also available in the narthex. They are due in the Parish Office no

later than December 11th if you desire the names of your loved ones to appear in the

Christmas bulletins. Let us join together to beautify our worship space to God’s glory
this Christmas season!
To contribute to the flowers, fill out the attached form and drop it into the collection
plate on Sunday or mail it to the parish office with your donation. (This deadline must
be met; there can be no exceptions.)

*********************************************************************************
Please make checks payable to: St. Thomas’ with “Christmas flowers” in the memo line.

PLEASE PRINT!!
In memory of
___________________________________________________________________________________
In memory of

______________________________________________________________________________
AND/OR
In thanksgiving for

_____________________________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for

______________________________________________________________________________
Given by:

_______________________________________________________________________________
Return this form and your check to:
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828

Remember: Deadline is December 11!

November Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

Thu

2 9:00 HE & 3

Fri

4

Healing
service

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

6:00-8:00pm
Book and
Movie Group

6

7

8

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

6:00pm
Diocesan
Convention

7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

9 9:00 HE & 10

11

Healing
service

Sat6

5
9:00pm
Diocesan
Convention
5:30—HE

12
9:00am Altar
Guild breakfast &
training

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support Group

7:00-8:30pm
Bible Challenge

¾ Gathering!
13

14

15

8:00 HE 6:0010:00 HE 8:00pm

6:30 Vestry

16 9:00 HE 17

20

Bazaar Set-up

21

service

Bazaar Set-up

22

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

Bazaar Set-up

23

8:45-9:45
Gratitude
Breakfast

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
10:00 HE
Luke meeting
4:00 Advent
8:00 Healing
Lessons &
Service
Carols

19

Bazaar Set-up

24

HollyBerry
HollyBerry
Bazaar!!
Bazaar!!
4:00 – 8:00pm 9:00 – 4:00pm
5:30—HE

25

26

9:00 HE &
Healing
service

7:00pm
Thanksgiving
Eve Service

27 8:00 HE 28

18

& Healing

WINGS
Bazaar Set-up

5:30—HE

29

30
9:00 HE &
Healing
service
7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

THANKSGIVING

5:30—HE

Notes:
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Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and
put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life which
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect,
First Sunday of Advent, BCP

