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There are a number of Advent calendars out there that encourage random acts of
kindness. I admit I do get joy at buying coffee for the stranger behind me at the
Dunkin Donuts drive-thru window on occasion, and I will continue doing this.
However…there are studies that show us to be happier at the end of the day when we
connect, person to person. Of course, this does bring up how happiness is measured.
But regardless of the specifics of these studies, I agree with them, because it is true
to my experience.
Studies show we are happier at the end of the day if we really connect with someone
else. So – what can we do? Well - sit down with someone. Look into their eyes, pay
attention. It is all about connection. We were meant to connect with each other.
Really connect. It’s sacred time when we are intentionally present with one another.
And I don’t know about you all, but I am especially happy when I connect with our
children in church – our littlest ones whom I get the honor of blessing at our altar rail
to our teens as they acolyte, and all the Sunday school kids before, during and after
our services. I adore them all!
In this season of Advent, watch our children. Remember it was a child upon whom the
first such season was centered—a detail sometimes lost in the bigger picture. Watch
our children as they enter our sacred space during our worship service, as they look
for their families – to see that look of pure anticipation is priceless! Listen to our
children to hear the sparkling clarity of innocent laughter that comes of happiness
freely received, not bought at another’s expense. Smile at our children as they grace
our liturgy with their sweet and winning ways. (Pay particular attention during The
Lord’s Prayer!) Smile at their parents while you’re at it – they need our support!
Watch our children to see faces opened by wonder, ready to embrace without fear all
that is mystery. Watch our children to see how light can gleam within the eye
undimmed by cynicism. As you connect with our youngest ones, I guarantee your
happiness factor will rise! Watch our children, as we watch the Child beneath the star,
to see how God restores what all feared lost.
Have a blessed Advent!

Rev. Susan+

St. Nicholas Family Night
Sunday, December 4th at 5:00pm
Join us for a wonderful evening of food and fun as we explore the legends
and stories of St. Nicholas – and who knows, we might have a visit from the
good man himself! If you are weary of the commercialism of Christmas, and
want to share a different way with our children – this is the night for you!
We will begin in the Parish Hall at 5:00 with a Potluck supper. Then we will
go into the church for an informal little service that will include some
delightful story-telling especially designed for our littlest ones! They will
participate in the legend by leaving their shoes around the altar – in hopes
of experiencing something magical. We will go back up to the hall for dessert
and coffee, and then after dessert, the children will go back into the church
and reclaim their shoes from around the altar. There will be some special
surprises in their shoes, illustrating an important St. Nicholas custom. Come
join in the fun – this is for all ages – EVERYONE is welcome, so bring friends,
children and grandchildren!
There will be a table set-up with art supplies to make some Christmas cards
for our shut-in parishioners.
+++
Sign up in the parish hall, or call the office to respond if you are able
to join the fun. (949-2260) During conversations with parents, it is
clear that we all want more opportunities to gather together – and
here is a wonderful chance. (And it will be an early night – we’ll be
done around 6:30!)
If you would like to bring something for the potluck or dessert – that
would be great. And if life gets in the way, and you don’t have time
to bring something – PLEASE come anyway – there is always enough
food at our suppers!

2016 Annual
Christmas Cookie Sale
Saturday, December 10th
9am - Noon

Bakers get ready!
We are looking for donations of your favorite,
festive cookies to be sold by the pound or the tray.
You bake, we wrap!
Don’t like to bake alone?
Join us for a cookie-baking day on
Saturday, December 3
10am – 3pm
Sign-up sheets are posted in the hall
Contact Deb Farrar for more details

OUTreach OUTlook!!
Our Giving Tree project is already underway! We have a
wonderful display on the bulletin board near the kitchen in the
parish hall, replacing the actual tree itself. Take a look at the
clothesline, choose a name, and bring some Christmas joy to a
needy child by purchasing the items listed. (As the Mom of two
boys, I often love to grab a tag for a little girl and go pink!)
Sign the notebook next to the bulletin board so we may track your donations. Please
wrap your gifts and label them with the child’s name and family number. Then return
them to the parish hall by Sunday, December 11th, and our elves will do the rest!
November saw our Church School children head up our Thanksgiving food drive.
Under the guidance of their teachers, our little ones and young people organized the
drive and filled 30 boxes for needy families, which were distributed to Well One in
Pascoag, Head Start/Tri-town, and to individuals in our community identified by
Reverend Susan. It was wonderful to hear young voices during announcement time
asking the parish for help!
Thank you to everyone who has helped this parish community to look beyond its
red doors and to bring the love of Christ out into the world. I hope you and your
family will enjoy a blessed Christmas!
Phyllis Spaziano

WINGS GROUP TO ATTEND CHRISTMAS CONCERT
St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of Growing
Spiritually) will switch its regular meeting date to Sunday, December
11th this month as we travel to Wesley United Methodist Church in
nearby Lincoln to hear a concert of Christmas music performed by the CumberlandLincoln Community Chorus. This should prove to be a relaxing afternoon to share
fellowship and seasonal cheer with our fellow church women. Meet in the parking lot
of the church at 2pm to carpool. Everyone is welcome!

ST.THOMAS’ REACHES OUT TO CUNNINGHAM SCHOOL
When Leigh-Ann Plante, a St. Thomas’ parishioner who works as a reading
teacher at Cunningham Elementary School in an impoverished Pawtucket
neighborhood, took a survey of her students last fall, she was
saddened to learn that the vast majority of them had no books in
their homes. She approached Reverend Susan for help, and was
given money from the Rector’s Discretionary Fund to buy books for
the students and for the school. Stretching the money carefully,
Leigh-Ann was able to buy 200 books! Each of her students was
given one book to take home as their own, while the remainder
were kept as a “lending library” at the school.
The children were thrilled with their books and wrote letters to St. Thomas’
to express their joy. One child wrote, “Thank you for the generosity and thank you
for 200 books donated from this church and the Judy Moody”. Another child stated,
“You are very caring and I’m going to read all 200 books”, while a third wrote, “Our
school really likes the books. I can’t wait to take them home and read them. I’m
very excited”. Great idea, Leigh-Ann, and thank you, Reverend Susan for the
money which made this all possible.
Now Leigh-Ann has another project: Collecting winter coats for her students
and their families. Through December 17th she is collecting clean, gently used
coats to keep the children warm this winter. If you can help with a donation in any
size, please bring your coat(s) to church in the next several weeks and place them
in the donation bin in the parish hall or give them directly to Leigh-Ann. We are
fortunate to have such rich lives, and by supporting Leigh-Ann in her effort, we can
share our bounty with others in need.

An updated Thrivent reminder:

If you have a Thrivent action project and haven’t used

it, but plan to do so, it must be applied for and approved before December 30th. If you don’t know the
exact date, put in a date (maximum of 120 days before), and note that the date may change.
You don’t need to ask for t-shirts as those of us who have had projects this year have some (many?!) left
over. Also, if you have t-shirts could count and keep track of the sizes so we can keep an inventory.
Questions about eligibility for a project may be addressed to Kelly Anderson at Thrivent (401749-4649).
For project suggestions and t-shirt inventory, see Jacki Zahn or contact her at jmz222@outlook.com

A Service of Light

The holidays can be a difficult time for anyone who has suffered loss or hurt. Many
congregations across the country now offer a special service to recognize that reality. Often
called a “Blue Christmas” or “A Service of Comfort”, WE have chosen to call ours “A Service
of Light”. Sometimes our culture calls us to feel jolly and festive and we simply do not feel that
way. By gathering in sacred space, we can recognize the depth of the season and help process
those feelings that might be held within during the holidays. By doing so, we can all celebrate
more fully, knowing we have acknowledged those who are no longer with us. This is a service
that incorporates silence, hauntingly beautiful music and the gradual lighting of candles to help
dispel the darkness of the longest night of the year, December 21 st. Coming together, we can
provide comfort and hope for one another. This service starts at 7:00pm and all are welcome to
join us at this simple, peaceful service.

Gathering prayer: God of mercy, hear our prayer this Advent season for ourselves and for

our families who live with painful thoughts and memories of loss. We ask for strength for
today, courage for tomorrow and peace for the past. We ask these things in the name of your
Christ who shares our lives in joy and sorrow; death and new birth; despair and promise. And
may the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace that we may abound in hope in the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Christmas serviCes
Christmas Eve, Saturday, 12/24/16
Eve of the Feast of our Lord’s Nativity

12:00 noon Holy Eucharist, with music.
This service will include Christmas hymns & carols.
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist, with music.
The Liturgy of the Word will include the
telling of the Christmas Story while the
children place the figures into the Crèche.
10:00pm Holy Eucharist, with music.
This service will include the choir & candlelight.

Christmas Day, Sunday, 12/25/16
Feast of our Lord’s Nativity

10:00am Holy Eucharist.
This service is a traditional Christmas morning
service with quiet, instrumental Christmas music

Remember to submit your 2017 Pledge Cards!!
We will be providing Offertory Envelopes to everyone who wants them
and submits a 2017 pledge. They will be available in the back of the church
on Christmas Eve. If you have not already made your 2017 pledge, please
return your card in the plate on Sunday or mail it to the church office.
Your Vestry leadership is working hard at crafting our budget for next year. Additional cards
are available in the entrance of the church, or by contacting the office
(office@stthomasepiscopalri.org ) and one can be sent to you. You can also contact our
Stewardship chairperson, Jacki Zahn or Reverend Susan with any questions. Thank you for
your generosity and commitment to the ministry of God in this faith community!

I want to thank everyone for the love and compassion that was shown to me
and to my family on the death of my dad, Don Morrison, recently. It was
incredibly humbling to be the recipient of so much pastoral care – the cards,
flowers, food, notes, beautiful collation, and hugs were wonderful at such a
difficult time. My brother, sister and I are so appreciative of your kindness to
us and to our families. Please know that we will never forget the healing
hospitality and kindness of the St. Thomas’ family! With love, Susan+

Upcoming Dates
For Baptism

Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 8, 2017
Great Vigil of Easter
Saturday, April 15, 2017
Please speak with Rev. Susan
for more information.

Notice of our Annual Meeting
Pursuant to the By-Laws of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
The Annual Meeting of the parish will be held on

Sunday, January 22, 2017
At St. Thomas’ Church, 1 Smith Ave. Greenville, RI
Commencing at 11:30 am

Business to be transacted at the meeting shall include:
1. Annual Reports of the Rector, Wardens, and Committees
2. Presentation of the proposed 2017 Budget
3. Election of new Vestry members and Diocesan Delegates to
Deanery and Convention.

Parish Ministry
Annual Reports from 2016
If you are a leader of a ministry here at St. Thomas’, now is the time to begin
thinking about your Annual Report to the parish! If you have any questions, direct
them to Rick Kyte, our Junior Warden.
December 28, 2016 is the deadline for submitting your report to the office so that
it may be included in the Annual Reports booklet of St. Thomas’ Church that will
be distributed before our parish Annual Meeting: January 22, 2016.
Submissions should be made electronically and sent to Joan at:
office@stthomasepiscopalri.org

CHURCH BEYOND THE WALLS
Day of Service and Reflection
On October 29th, four St. Thomas parishioners, Gigi Uttley, Ruth Lambert, Debbie Farrar and I, traveled
to the Episcopal Diocese building in Providence to partner with Church Beyond the Walls in a project
that, we hope, will be an ongoing partnership between St. Thomas and CBW as long as the need exists.
The mission of this church with no walls is: “A community life centered on the Eucharist * Equal
hospitality to all guests * An altar where the broken become the Body of Christ.” Those of us there that
day, I believe, found this to be evident.
Church Beyond the Walls is not a feeding ministry. It is a specialized mission church of the Episcopal
Diocese of RI, rooted from the “Occupy” movement in 2012. It is located at Burnside Park, near the bus
station in Providence. There are between 40-75 weekly participants taking part in, and celebrating the
Eucharist, no matter what the weather conditions are. The service ends with a “coffee hour, light meal”
that is offered to all who come to partake.
We arrived at the Diocese at 11:00 to meet with those scheduled to help that day. Pastor Linda
Forsberg, a Lutheran minister and “missioner” of CBW, greeted us and made introductions. Jim Bryant,
a founding member and the hospitality coordinator, gave us a brief orientation.
A Thrivent action project enabled us to bring ham, turkey breast, apples and bananas to share. CBW
relies on donations, but they are also able to purchase food and supplies as needed. That day the menu
was bologna/cheese, ham/cheese and peanut butter/jelly sandwiches, along with the fruit we brought.
Beverages, snacks (and because it was close to Halloween…candy!) were also served. We helped to
make the (generous!) sandwiches…150 in all! (All who come can take at least one of each sandwich,
with seconds offered if there are leftovers.)
We helped to load the vans and proceeded to the park, where we were met by parishioners waiting to
unload and set up for Eucharist. (A parking space is always saved for the food van!) It was a beautiful
Fall day and the comradery among all was evident. The altar was set, readers were recruited, and the
service began. Some sat on chairs provided, some stood, others “milled around” in the distance. Music
is provided by Maia and her djembe. The bread and wine (or non-alcoholic alternative) are passed out
and everyone waits to partake together. It was a beautiful celebration of Jesus’s ministry!
We all joined in talking to those in attendance; some are homeless, others walk over or take the bus
from low-income housing. It is truly a community of love, hope and caring for one another. We helped
to load the van and went back to the Diocese for a debriefing and reflection.
If you would like more information on Church Beyond the Walls, visit their website at
www.churchbeyondthewalls.org. If you are interested in using a Thrivent action project or would like to
be part of the next day of service and reflection please let me know. I can be reached after 8:00 service,
jmz222@outlook.com or call/text at 401-651-6401.
Jacki Zahn

The 2016
Holly Berry Bazaar
was a GREAT SUCCESS!
What a wonderful end to months of preparation!
The Parish Hall was hopping as hundreds of our
neighbors stopped by to shop, eat and try their luck at
our Penny Socials and Raffles.
Our most successful year to date: We served 267 meals,
sold tons of beautiful hand crafts and Christmas items,
delicious baked goods and pantry delights and gave
away over 120 prizes in our two Penny Socials and
Raffles. It was awesome! The total to date is just over
$11,400 and there are still some items for sale in the
hall….
A very big THANK YOU to EVERYONE who had a hand in
making this such a success – it took an army of cheerful
bodies to pull it off!
A special THANK YOU to the Wednesday Crafters – every
week, they sewed, glued and created the most beautiful
things. A wonderful fellowship opportunity for our
congregation and fun was always had! Crafting will
resume in the New Year…….

See you next year
November 17th and 18th!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS -- 1000 JOBS FOR HAITI!!

The Reverend Deacon Buck Close will be joining us on Wednesday, January 11th at 6:30
to share about 1000 Jobs Haiti and what we can do to help our Haitian brothers and
sisters with the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew.
Here is information found from their website:
1000jobsHaiti was founded in 2008 with one purpose – to fight extreme poverty in
Haiti by working to create sustainable jobs at fair wages. Since unemployment and
underemployment affect over 75% of the Haitian population and are the main causes of
the grinding poverty so pervasive in Haiti, it makes sense to us to attack these twin social
and economic maladies directly by focusing our resources on job creation. Thus all our
programs have the same goal – job creation.
When working with women’s groups, who do artisanal work, our focus is on the long
term sustainability of the job. Thus we measure our results not only by the number of
jobs provided in a project, but also by the progress toward sustainability of the activity.
We are not in the charity business. We are in the opportunity business. The faces that
you see on this website are the faces of our partners in this work – not the recipients of
charity.
Please plan on joining us for this informational evening. A light supper will be served
before the program.

Don’t forget to use Amazon Smile when shopping for your holiday gifts this season. Amazon donates .5%
of any purchase to the church. Link us to your existing account for an easy and fast way to support St.
Thomas’ Church. Copy this link into your browser to set it up: https://smile.amazon.com/ then look for
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Greenville, RI!

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Susan Carpenter 2

James Gass 12

Nancy Miller 22

Margaret Hayter 2

Andrew Spaziano 13

Carol Thurber 24

Deborah Ciotola 7

Melanie Kohler 15

Mimi Freeman 25

Benjamin Todd 8

Louie Lambert 15

Ellen Winsor 26

Marion Williams 8

Gladys Kemp 16

Tim Boucher 27

Emily Allard 11

Carol Inman 17

Emma Murdoch 27

Joe Gartner 11

Carol Parker 21

Marty Brown 28

Stephen Grassel 11

Bea Morrow 28

DECEMBER WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
Bob and Lois Whittaker
Jeff and Donna Doris

6
13

Walter and Elaine Passano

29

IN MEMORIAM
The St. Thomas’ community is deeply saddened by the death of two treasured
parishioners in recent weeks. These persons made significant contributions to our parish life
and will be sorely missed.
Donald Parker Morrison, father of Reverend Susan Carpenter, died on October 29. Don
was a licensed Engineer whose energy and enthusiasm were evident to all. Reverend
Susan conducted his funeral services on November 7th at St. Thomas’. We share in the
grief of Susan and her family.
Shirley E. Straight died on November 26. She had been employed by the State of RI in
the Office of the Adjutant General. Her funeral was conducted by Reverend Susan at
St. Thomas’ on November 28. Condolences are extended to Shirley’s daughters and
their families.

December Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

3
10:00-3:00
Cookie
baking!
5:30--HE

4

5

6

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Group

12

13

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE
2:00pm WINGS
Field Trip

18

8

9

9:00-12:00
Cookie Sale

7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

6:30pm
Vestry

4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support Group

14

15

5:30—HE

16

17

9:00 HE &
Healing service

7:00-8:30pm
School of
Discipleship

19

20

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

21

5:30—HE

22

23

24

9:00 HE &
Healing service

Noon - HE
5:00pm - HE
10:00pm - HE

7:00pm
Service of Light

25

10

Healing service

9:00 HE &

5:00pm
St. Nicholas
Potluck and
Service

11

7

26

10:00 HE
Christmas 6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Day!!
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

27

28

29

30

31

9:00 HE &
Healing service

5:30—HE

Altar Flowers 2017
The Ministry of flowers is an important part of the
Sunday Services at St. Thomas’. Flowers beautify the sacred space of our church and are a gift
to God and those who worship with us. Flowers can be dedicated to commemorate a special
event or to remember loved ones. Donated flowers will be taken to homebound parishioners
after the Sunday Services. Please note there are no flowers on the altar in the season of Lent.
ALSO - The Sanctuary Lamp may be dedicated on a Sunday.
1) Check off which you prefer: ______ Flowers ($35) or _____ Sanctuary
Lamp ($10)
2) Make your check payable to “St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church Flower Fund”
3) Your name and phone number: ____________________________________________
4) Specify dedication and add name:
In memory of __________________________________________________________________
In honor of ____________________________________________________________________
In celebration of _______________________________________________________________
Please circle the first and second choice of the date you would like to sponsor in 2017. MARK
THEM as #1 and #2.
January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
May 7, 14, 21, 28
August 6, 13, 20, 27
November 5, 12, 19, 26

February 5, 12, 19, 26
Lent April 23, 30
June 4, 11, 18, 25
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
September 3, 10, 17, 24
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
December 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
c/o Altar Flower Dedication
P.O. Box 505 Greenville, RI 02828
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Oh God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth
of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully
receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence
behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.
Collect for Christmas Day, BCP

