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As we think about all that the new year of 2017 will bring, I hope and pray
that this newsletter finds you in a state of awareness of all of God’s blessings
in your life. At St. Thomas’, we have so much to be thankful for! And that
includes our lively worship, wonderful formation for children and adults,
growing outreach in our community, and the opportunity to live, serve, and
grow together as a family of faith. It is hard not to feel good this time of year.
I know this is not universally true, understanding that for almost everyone
there are aspects of Christmas that are complicated at least, and sometimes
more than that. This evening, though, as I write in the glow of the lights on
the Christmas tree, everything seems good.
It was an amazing Christmas Eve & Christmas Day at St. Thomas this year hundreds of bulletins were prepared for our four services; flowers were
delivered and placed around the church; liturgies were tweaked; the choir
and guitars and clarinet were perfectly tuned; and thanks to our Altar Guild
the whole sanctuary was spit polished. The scheduled Eucharistic Ministers,
Lectors, Acolytes and Ushers came and served. And the bells were rung –
joyfully, loudly and enthusiastically!
And somehow all of this relates to the coming of the Christ-child again this
year. It truly is the gift that keeps on giving. No matter how many times
Jesus has come before, there is need in our hearts for him to come again.
Always poignant, perhaps in spite of, or because of our crazy busyness, the
coming again of this Christ-moment moves us deeply and meaningfully,
asking more of us—more love, more generosity, more hope—even as it
reminds us that we, like a vulnerable child, need God and one another more
than ever. Emmanuel, “God with us,” is the promise, and the time is now to
believe it with all our hearts. REALLY believe!
Throughout the year, I hope all of us will prayerfully consider our own
relationship with St. Thomas’ and how our church can continue to offer
meaningful worship, strong Christian formation, and robust service to our
community and beyond for the next year. May this Christmastide be filled
with warmth and love for you and all whom you love!
“Come, let us adore him…”
Rev. Susan+

Epiphany Party!

Every so often, Christmas falls on a Sunday. And this is that year! So in talking with some
parents, it has become clear that to try and put on an Epiphany pageant wasn’t very
practical this year. Rehearsals are generally the 2 weekends before Epiphany, but this
year that was on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, as well as New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day.

SO... what we are having instead is an Epiphany Party! Come and celebrate in a new and
joyful way to mark this important feast. We will have learning stations for both children
and adults – baking sugar cookie stars, making paper crowns, making place mats, singing
Christmas carols, games, hearing the wonderful story of the magi - as well as a few
surprises!
Calzones and pizza will be served, and hot cocoa and freshly baked cookies will be our
dessert. AND – there will be a King Cake – the traditional Epiphany treat that will
determine who will play the Wise Men in next year’s pageant. The evening will end with
a candlelight Compline service in the church. Come and join in a festive and fun event!
EVERYONE is welcome!!

When?
Who?
RSVP?

Sunday, January 8th. 4:00pm – 6:00pm
Everyone in your family! And feel free to invite friends
and family to come along with you
Please! Sign-up at the ministry table, call the church at
949-2260 and leave a message OR email the number
of people you are bringing to:
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare; klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are
welcomed.

OUTREACH OUTLOOK
January brings two special outreach opportunities at St. Thomas’. On Wednesday,
January 11, Rev. Deacon Leroy Close will share information about his ministry work in
Haiti, featuring his “1000 Jobs for Haiti” organization. The evening will begin at 6pm
with a light supper of Caribbean treats, and will also include an array of native Haitianmade items for sale. Sign up in the parish hall for this unique event,
offering us a way to contribute to the rebuilding of Haiti after recent
weather devastation. The second opportunity is the return of our
annual Sock Drive. Throughout the month we will be collecting new
socks in the bin in the parish hall; they will be donated to a shelter in
Pawtucket identified by Deacon Grace. Cotton crew socks for both
men and women are needed.
December saw the resounding success of our annual Giving Tree event, making
Christmas morning brighter for many children of needy families. Thanks to all
parishioners for your generosity!
The next meeting of the Outreach Committee will be on Sunday, January 15,
immediately after the 10am service. Please join us as we work together to bring God’s
love into the community!
Phyllis Spaziano

EPISCOPAL CHARITIES DRIVE TO BEGIN SOON!
The Episcopal Charities Campaign is right around the corner! I am very grateful
to Jane McKay-Nesbitt for agreeing to co-chair the campaign, which we anticipate will be
as successful as last year’s!
Soon the Diocesan Office of Episcopal Charities will be mailing brochures to all
church members explaining the drive and containing a pledge card to be mailed or emailed
to the Charities office. I would ask all of you to please disregard the pledge card enclosed
in the brochure and wait for our campaign to begin at St. Thomas’, at which time pledge
cards will be distributed to you by Jane and me. In this way we can better track the
amounts our parishioners contribute to the drive and be assured that St. Thomas’ receives
credit for all our donations.
We appreciate your help in following this procedure, and look forward to our
muffin “start up” Sunday!
Jean Marz, co-chairperson

Thanks to all who have pledged their
support

We are so thankful to the households and individuals who have
promised to support and sustain us with a pledge for the 2017
budget year! If you have not submitted a pledge yet, please do
so as soon as possible so we can enter the new year with firm
financial expectations. There are pledge cards at the entrance to
the church and you may place them in the offering plate or leave
them in the church office. We will be happy to mail you a pledge
card if that is easier.
2017 boxes of pledge envelopes will be available in mid-January.
You may pick them up at the back of the church or at the Annual
Meeting. (Our envelope company changed hands, so the order
was delayed.) In the meantime, please put your pledge number
on your offering check. Blank envelopes are available for your
use in the Narthex with a spot for your number.
Thank you for supporting St. Thomas financially in the coming
year!

WINGS PLANS MOVIE NIGHT

St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of Growing Spiritually) will gather
on Monday, January 16th at 5:30 in the parish hall to view the inspirational movie
“Miracles From Heaven.” Filmed in 2016 and starring Jennifer Garner, the film tells the
story of the healing of a child with a seemingly incurable disease. Bring a bag dinner if
you would like to eat while the movie is showing. Also bring your handkerchiefs! We
will stop for an intermission midway through the movie for a time of fellowship. All
women of the church are welcome! Please join us!

Our 166th

The 166th Annual Meeting of St. Thomas’ will take place on January 22 nd at
11:30am in the parish hall. Who should come to our all parish meeting? Why –
everyone! It is a way that we come together as a community to stay on top of
matters pertaining to the financial and administrative health of the parish.
We elect new members of Vestry and Parish Delegates to Convention. We
take a look back, and we also look to the future. If you have never come to an
Annual Meeting – ESPECIALLY if you haven’t come to an Annual Meeting – we
hope to see you on Sunday, January 22nd after the 2nd service! The proposed
budget for 2017 will be available to pick up at church services the weekend
before the Annual Meeting.

Come join in the fun!

Ron Hodgins wishes to thank everyone who supported him through cards,
prayers, and calls during his recent surgery and recovery period. That’s what
a church family is all about!

Beautiful fresh flowers grace the sanctuary of St. Thomas’ Church
each Sunday; they certainly enhance the beauty of our worship space.
They also provide joy and comfort to those who receive them after the
services on Sunday as a part of our pastoral care. Contributions may be
made in honor, memory or thanksgiving of loved ones. The name(s) of
your loved one(s) will be printed in the Sunday worship bulletin. The
donation for altar flowers is $35. (Please note: there are no altar
flowers during the season of Lent.)
The new “Altar Flower Chart” for 2017 is at the bottom of the stairs
from the parish hall on the way into the church. Each Sunday is on the
chart, and names are listed when they have already been reserved, to
assist you with picking a date. We only take two dedications per
Sunday, so it is first come, first served. Only when a check is received
in the office and the date is confirmed with Joan is your date
considered reserved. If there are two names on any given date, please
pick an alternate date. Altar flower dedication forms are available in
the wooden rack in the Narthex or in the Parish Office. We are now
accepting requests for 2017 – so you may reserve a Sunday in 2017
now. If you have a specific date in mind, we suggest you act sooner
rather than later! If you have any questions, just stop in or call Joan in
the office. (949-2260)

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
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Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
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CHICKEN POT PIE AND GAME NIGHT!
Creamy sauce, fresh vegetables and chunks of white
chicken meat topped with a buttery crust….. What is better
on a chilly winter’s night than a piping hot homemade
chicken pot pie?
Eating that chicken pot pie with your friends at St. Thomas’
of course!
Join us on
Saturday, January 28th
4:30pm – 7:30pm
For pot pie and salad, followed by board games, coffee and
cookies.
Bring the entire family – mac & cheese available for the kids
at no charge! It is going to be a relaxing evening, set aside
the time and join us!
Tickets are just $7 each
Sign up is in the Parish Hall.

FROM THE MAILBOX…
City Meal Site, Inc.
28 November, 2016
Dear Reverend Susan Carpenter and the St. Thomas congregation:
On behalf of the staff, volunteers, and guests of City Meal Site,
Inc., I would like to thank Ms. Ruth Lambert, Thrivent Financial, and
Ms. Kelly Anderson of Thrivent for the generous donation of $250,
used to purchase the food served to our guests during our
Thanksgiving Meal. Many of them expressed their thanks for the
wonderful meal. We thank all the people involved in fulfilling this act
of giving.
In the past year, congregation members Ms. Nancy Burton, Ms.
Mimi Freeman, and Mr. Bob Whittaker have formed Thrivent Action
Teams to benefit City Meal Site. Additionally, I thank those members
of your congregation who donated their time to serve the food at the
meal site by becoming an Action Team Member.
Sincerely,
Mike Scarlatti, Meal site manager

Rhode Island State Council of Churches
December 5, 2016
To the Parish Members of St. Thomas Episcopal Church:
Thank you immensely for your donation of cards this year.
There are so many people who will be touched by your generosity. I am
glad to be able to distribute these cards so that incarcerated
individuals can send greetings to their friends and family members.
I will continue to keep your church and ministries in my prayers. Have a
blessed holiday season and may the love of God embrace you daily.
Truly,
Chontell Washington
Chaplain, ACI Medium Security, Minister of Reconciliation

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Wayne Derosier 1

Melissa Todd 13

Ron Hodgins 27

Antonio Dias 2

Deb D’Angelo 15

Sandy Leigh 27

Caiden Young 5

Lori Kane 18

Bud Williams 27

Madeline Young 5

Linda Gorman 19

Donna Stolasz 28

Sally Hersey 7

Julia Couture 21

Robert Fiske 29

Audrey Poliquin 11

Kelly McNelis 23

Mark Plante 30

Kennedy Swartz 24

JANUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Lonnie and Carol Thurber

21

IN MEMORIAM
Our Christian sympathies are extended to parishioner Steve
Croteau and his family on the death of Steve’s mother, Mildred
Lane Croteau, who died on December 6th. Mildred was a
housewife with grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and greatgreat grandchildren. Her Requiem Eucharist was conducted at
St. Thomas’ on December 17th at St. Thomas’.
Also in December, parishioner John Gallonio’s mother, Anne Gallonio,
died on the 15th. Anne leaves many cherished loved ones, and we send
our wishes of condolence to John and all the members of his family.
Anne’s Funeral Mass was held at St. Mary’s Church in Cranston on
December 19th.
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9
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4:00pm
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5:30—HE

6:30pm
Vestry
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9:00 HE &
Healing
service

5:30—HE
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8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE
11:30am
Annual
Meeting

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service
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30

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

25

28

9:00 HE &
Healing
service

4:00-7:30pm
Chicken pot-pie
and game night
5:30—HE
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Loving God, who understands before we even form our prayers,
Who hears when we call and translates our humble words
into beautiful hymns of gratitude and praise
And responds to our uncertain cries for help
with assurance, peace, and sacred presence,
Here we are, as fully in your presence
as we are able to be,
Offering our fears, our needs, our hopes,
our love, and our very lives,
For we are yours and belong to no other. Amen
Opening Prayer, Week 2,Lenten Series 2015

