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I suspect we're all familiar with the character of Lent, which will end in the
middle of this month, at the end of Holy Week and the arrival of Easter
Sunday. That season is penitential and a bit somber. The themes of selfexamination and meditation on scripture encourage us to focus on the interior
life. But the character of Eastertide? What are we to make of this next season?
Many hymns describe the season as "joyful" and so we ask ourselves: “What is
the nature of that joy? Where might that come from? And how can WE
experience more of that joy?”
Perhaps we should try to be as intentional in our observance of the Easter
season as we are in keeping Lent. In contrast to the Lenten focus on the
interior life, possibly we could use the Easter season to focus outside our
doors. During this upcoming time, we will once again read each week from the
New Testament book of the Acts of the Apostles, the story of how the church
got started, the story of what the disciples did after they realized that Jesus
was alive.
The disciples went out into the world sharing the incredible story. They
proclaimed by word and example the Good News of God in Christ. Through
deepening love of God and neighbor, they changed the world! They built
communities that cared for those in need, so much so that the church grew
exponentially. Outsiders said "Look how those people love one another.” The
church grew because it adopted an outward focus. I believe that service as
Christ's hands and feet is an excellent pathway to spiritual growth. Archbishop
William Temple said almost 100 years ago: "The church is the only organization
on the face of the earth that exists for the sake of those who are not its
members."
As we fast in Lent, may we soon feast in the Easter season on exciting ways to
be of service in the world. Where do YOU see the need of the world? Does it
surface in your town? in the news you hear from around the globe, in your
workplace, school? Can you see a way to serve and meet that need? In the
mystery of our faith, it may turn out to be the pathway to the deepest kind of
joy! May we continue to keep a holy Lent and then enter the Easter season
ready to experience that mystery of faith in action!
Rev. Susan+

•
•
•

Thursday, April 13th at 7:00 pm. - Maundy Thursday Eucharist,
foot washing. & stripping of the altar
Friday, April 14th, noon and 7:00 pm - Good Friday liturgy
Saturday, April 15th at 7:00 pm. - Easter Vigil

• Sunday, April 16th at 8:00 am. & 10:00 am. - Easter Day!

Join us for EastEr BrEakfast!
8:45am - 9:45am on Easter Day!
If you would like to contribute to our Easter breakfast – that would be lovely. Great
items would include fruit, pastry, muffins, juice, quiche, deviled eggs, coffee cake –
OR - just surprise us!

(Sign up in the parish hall so that we might set enough places.)
We are prepared to celebrate Easter Day in true St. Thomas fashion –so invite the
guests you are bringing to Easter services to join in the fun! (And there will be an
Easter Egg Hunt on Easter morning
for all youngsters after the second service…)

Like to Bake?

We are having an Easter Bake Sale!
Saturday, April 15th 9am -12pm
Bake away and share your favorite Easter
treat for the sale!
See the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall

Rev. Susan will be on vacation from March 27th thru April
10th. We will welcome Fr. Jim Bocchino, Fr. Don Parker and the Rev. Jennifer
West to conduct Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday services while she is
away, as well as to provide pastoral care. Please call the office or our Senior
Warden Kim Murdoch if you have a pastoral emergency.

In January, Deacon Buck Close came to St Thomas to speak about the challenges that Haiti has
faced for many years.
He and his wife have set up a nonprofit called 1000 Jobs for Haiti. Their mission is to employ
women and give them a decent wage. They believe:
” When working with women’s groups, who do artisanal work, our focus is on the
long term sustainability of the job. Thus we measure our results not only by the
number of jobs provided in a project, but also by the progress toward sustainability
of the activity. We are not in the charity business. We are in the opportunity
business.”
During the Easter season there will be an opportunity to purchase these beautiful hand
embroidered items. We will have a table set up in fellowship hall following all services to
purchase them. Please stop by and see the beautiful embroidered pieces!
Can’t wait until then? Please visit their website: www.1000jobshaiti.org

IN MEMORIAM
Condolence are extended to St. Thomas’ parishioners Lisa DiFruscio and Ann Fiske on the death
of their brother, Charles Spencer, on March 17. Charles left behind a large extended family and
will be sorely missed. His funeral services were conducted on March 21 at the Quinn Funeral
Chapel in Warwick. Our Christian sympathies are extended to all family members.

The St. Thomas’ Junior/Senior Youth group has arrived!
The Junior/Senior Youth Group leaders would like to invite our young adults, age 10 and older,
to join us for a meet and greet pizza party! (Rumor has it ice cream sundaes will also be served!)
We will be meeting to discuss future activities, gauge interest, get ideas from our guests, and
introduce ourselves. AND have some fun!
When: Saturday, April 22, 2017 (4-5:30 PM)
Where: Parish Hall
Parents are encouraged to join us from 5pm to 5:30pm in the Rectory, where Rev. Susan will
discuss future plans for the group. The coffee pot will be on!

WINGS TO VISIT FAIRY GARDEN DAYS

Do you long for springtime? Then join the St. Thomas’ WINGS group
(Women in Need of Growing Spiritually) as they travel to the Roger Williams Botanical Gardens
on Saturday, April 29, to view the four greenhouses filled with tropical wonders bombarding all
your senses. A special feature of the visit will be Fairy Garden Days, a display of over 100
imaginative miniature homes where the wee ones may reside. This is a perfect multigenerational activity, so feel free to bring your children along. Admission fees are $7, with
seniors over 65 and children under 12 paying $4. Meet at the church parking lot at 10:30am,
and plan to join the group for lunch at a local restaurant afterward. Let your imagination soar!

UMBRELLAS, PONCHOS AND BACKPACKS!!!
A STEWARDSHIP PROJECT
What do these three items have in common? Well, according to the folks at Church
Beyond the Walls, they come in real handy to the participants of the Eucharist each
Saturday at 2:00 PM at Burnside Park in Providence.
Now that Spring (hopefully?) is here, umbrellas and rain ponchos are invaluable for a
rainy day Eucharist. Although they give them out with the intention of getting them
back, that doesn’t always happen, and the people who walk away with them really need
them anyway.
Backpacks are helpful for the homeless as they need to carry around all their
possessions with them.
Our goal is to collect 100 of each item…yes you heard it here!
100 UMBRELLAS
100 PONCHOS
100 BACKPACKS
Umbrellas can be used or new (word has it you can pick them up for $1.00 at Ocean
State Job Lot) or used but they must be in good condition…no broken spokes and
please, no golf umbrellas. Ponchos can be the disposable kind, again new or in good
condition, no rips. Backpacks must be the kind you can carry on your back, new or used
but don’t need all the “bells and whistles” young students carry. If they are used, make
sure they are clean, no holes (for the rain to get in).
All of these items can be left in the appropriate boxes in the Church Hall where they will
be transferred to storage in the Rectory. When we have 100 of each item, they will be
delivered to Church Beyond the Walls to be put to good use.
…Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not take care of you?...truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of
the least of these, you did not do it to me. Luke 25:44-45

ENGLISH
DINNER
Please join us for a traditional
English Roast pork dinner with
all the trimmings……followed
by trifle!

Friday, April 21st
5pm – 7pm

Enjoy a slideshow from last year’s trip to London and
celebrate the queen’s birthday!
Tickets are $15 each and will be available after each
service

2017 Easter Flower Memorials

You may want to remember a loved one or give in thanksgiving for an occasion or special happening in
your life with an Easter plant memorial.
The amount of your donation is up to you. Names of loved ones you honor or remember will be printed
on an insert in the Easter bulletin.
Forms are due in the parish office

No later than April 2, 2017.
To contribute flowers, fill out this form and drop it in the plate on Sunday, or mail it to the parish office
with your donation.
Please make the checks payable to St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church with “Easter Flowers” in the memo
line. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.
IN MEMORY OF:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
IN THANKSGIVING FOR:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Donation by ______________________________________________ phone____________________
Mailing Address: St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Briana DiSano 4

Al Marz 9

Donna Myers 19

Kelly Villanueva 4

Brian Carpenter 10

Joelle Fournier 20

Richard Kyte 7

Adrienne Harris 12

Dennis Blais 24

Bev Wilson 7

Jackson LeBlanc 14

Ron Slocum 8

Heather DeSantiago 17

Ella Trementozzi 25
Eugene DiMillo28

APRIL WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Larry and Kim Murdoch

11

Mark and Leigh-Ann Plante

15

Peter and Beth Trementozzi
David and Lisa Coleman
Timothy and Lori Kane
Chris and Melissa Todd
Dan and Tina McCormick

21

22
25
26
27

BIRTH NEWS

Philip and Karen Pare are thrilled to announce the arrival of their grandson, Layton
William Tancrelle, on March 11! Layton weighed 7 pounds, 9 ounces, and is the little
brother to Reid. Happy parents are Jared and Laura (Pare) Tancrelle.
Congratulations to all!

April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
5:30—HE

2

3

8:00 HE
Youth Sunday
10:00 HE

4

5 9:00 HE & 6

Healing
6:00-8:00pm service

Book &
Movie
Group

9:30—2:00pm

7

Crafting group

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9

10

11

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

8
9:00am Altar
Guild
cleaning
4:00pm
Alzheimer
support group

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

12 9:00 HE & 13

14

15

7:00pm
Healing
Maundy
service
9:30—2:00pm Thursday
service

Noon
7:00pm
Good Friday
services

9:0012:00pm
Easter Bake
Sale

Crafting group

7:00pm
Great
Easter Vigil

16

17

18

19 9:00 HE & 20
Healing
service

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

8:00 HE
8:45-9:45

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

Easter breakfast

10:00 HE

23

24

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

6:30-8:00
pm Order of
St. Luke
meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

30
8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

25

6:30pm
Vestry

26 9:00 HE & 27
Healing
service

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

21

22

10:00-11:15am
School of
5:00-7:00pm
Discipleship

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

4:00-5:30pm
Jr.Sr. Youth
English Dinner Group

5:30—HE

28

29
10:30am
WINGS trip to
RW Botanical
Garden

5:30—HE
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“This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt,
and led them through the Red Sea on dry land.
This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are
restored to grace and holiness of life.
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the
grave.”
From the “Exsultet”, Easter Vigil, BCP

