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At our Vestry retreat day back in February, it was decided that we would concentrate on two major areas in the
upcoming year. One of the areas was Newcomers. You may have noticed that we are growing! We have had
some wonderful new people visit St. Thomas’ and then decide to make this their parish home. Those of us
who have been around for a while know many things about the church that we might take for granted. One of
my favorite fun examples of this is the “purple box.” When I first arrived, someone mentioned that
EVERYONE knows what the purple box is for – on top of the piano in the parish hall. I mentioned that
maybe not everyone knew, so perhaps writing something for the newsletter was in order! [BTW – it is where we
collect new greeting cards to send to the prisoners at the ACI to use to send to their loved ones, and the purple
box now resides near the Outreach Bulletin Board!] We need to be very intentional about welcoming all of the
delightful new people who are finding us!
So now the Vestry has formed our Newcomer Committee and are organizing two newcomer dinners a year,
creating new name tags, redesigning pew information cards and many other things to make sure our new folks
feel warmly welcomed to St. Thomas’. And an Episcopal 101 class will take place this fall that will also help
explain all the funny, quirky, and lovely things we do as Episcopalians – coming in November.
The second initiative that I am pleased to announce is the formation of a new Shepherding Commission.
Shepherds gently guide sheep to wonderful things – green, grassy fields, refreshing water, to the farmer when
help is needed and to shelter. OUR St. Thomas’ shepherds will be doing much the same thing. We all need a
little help sometimes to get to what we need – perhaps a ministry opportunity, a fellowship group, some
pastoral care from the clergy or laity, or just someone to talk to about church matters. How will this take place?
I’m glad you asked! Our parish directory has been divided into lists of people by the first letter of every
person’s last name. Each shepherd is responsible for one or two letters of the alphabet, and will check in
occasionally with everyone on their list to see what they might need. This will be a valuable resource for all of
you, and someone who can lead you to where you desire to go and answer your questions. As new people join
our church, they will have a ready-made guide already waiting for them who can gently lead them to the things
they will need to be a vital member of the congregation. I will be going on a sabbatical during the summer and
early fall, so it makes perfect sense to get this up and running as a resource before I go away! (Stay tuned for
more information about this in the next newsletter.)
I am thankful every single day for our talented and faithful Vestry! And don’t forget to see the new framed
pictures of the Vestry members in the parish hall – and thank them for their service when you see them!
Eastertide Blessings,
Rev. Susan+

Senior Warden Thoughts….
By Kimberly Murdoch,
Senior Warden

I have been doing a great deal of reflecting after the
performance of Father Misgivings.

What a wonderful way to

wrap up the Bible Challenge, and our faith! First, the gift of
laughter was shared in a loving framework. Secondly, the
theme that we honor God by honoring and respecting each
other, not by being shut off in our churches, was presented.
WOW! And finally, natural parts of our life- love, emotions, sex,
death- were addressed at times with humor and at times with
profoundly heartwarming stories, without the morally corrupt
portrayal often found in today’s media.
It made me realize how much we need to laugh. The
entertainer referred to laughter as “God’s anesthesia.” Many
times, I have used humor at work not as a last resort but as a
first. That is one of the things I pray for at the beginning of
each work day. Laughter can break down many barriers, relieve
stress, decrease fear, and form wonderful bonds.
Therefore, in our sometimes crazy, frustrating, frightening,
world we need to look for the humor and we need to share God’s
gift of laughter. Of course it cannot make the problems and
fears totally go away, but in another way it allows us to feel and
to see the Holy Spirit in someone else’s eyes.
I wish you all laughter! Kim

MAY BREAKFAST
Why not celebrate Spring at St. Thomas’ old-fashioned May Breakfast? Save the
date and come one, come all and bring some family and friends with you.
Saturday, May 6, 2017 from 7-10 a.m.
Adults: $8.00

Under 12: Free

Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Home fries, Homemade Hash, Pancakes, Muffins, Coffee,
Tea, Apple Juice, Orange Juice (Wow! What a menu and it is All You Can Eat, too!)

And by the way, I’m looking for volunteers to help out. “Many hands make light work”
for everyone.

There is a sign-up sheet on the Ministry table in the Parish Hall where

you can sign up for the various jobs. There is also a sign-up sheet for anyone who would
like to donate food items needed for the breakfast and another one for those who
would be willing to bake muffins.
Any questions? Feel free to contact me, Deb Tower, at 568-8294.
Ticket Reservations: Call 568-8294 or 949-2260.

LET’S TALK…STEWARDSHIP
…but wait, you say…it’s not fall yet?! You’re right, our Stewardship Annual Pledge Campaign takes
place in October, but we practice stewardship throughout the year!
Let’s think of what goes on here at St. Thomas’ after services…coffee hour, parishioners talking to
each other, making plans, asking about concerns…that’s stewardship, taking care of each other!
Look at our church building, church hall and the rectory. Our kitchen, new roof and paint on the
rectory, new curtains on the church hall windows, not to mention our soon-to-be “new” stained glass
windows. We are taking care of God’s house and property.
Many of you attend the School of Discipleship here on Wednesday evenings.
Some of us attend Education for Ministry (EfM) classes. In doing so we are
taking care to grow in our spirituality, thereby enabling us to take God’s place
here on earth. We take care of others when we help out at Church Beyond
the Walls, serve at the soup kitchen in Providence and feed the youth from
City Camp in the summer; we collect food for the Smithfield Food Closet and this year we have
donated toiletries to Dorcas House. At Christmas time, how many youth receive presents due to the
generosity of parishioners here at St. Thomas’?
I haven’t listed all of our stewardship projects but I believe you get the picture. Stewardship is
practiced year-round in the form of our time and talent, and in the fall it’s time for us to think of our
treasure. Let’s always be thinking of new ways of how we can expand STEWARDSHIP!

All things come of thee, O God,
and of thine own have we given thee.
(1 Chron 29:14)
Jacki Zahn, Stewardship Chair

PORK PIE AND GAME NIGHT!

Saturday, May 13th
4:30pm – 7:30pm
Pie, salad and dessert $8
Bring the whole family for pie and games!

GRADUATE NEWS
Do you have a May or June graduate in your family? If so, we would love you to
share the news with your St. Thomas’ family. Graduates can be at any level, from
preschool to grad school! Please send details as to the program being completed, any
special recognitions received, and the future plans of your grad. Information should be
given or sent to Karen Pare on Sundays, or electronically at klplamb24@gmail.com, by
May 20.

EPISCOPAL CHARITIES REMINDER
It’s not too late to make a pledge to Episcopal Charities for 2017! This worthy
organization provides funds to City Camp and many other social service agencies in the
neediest areas of the state. They serve the homeless, helpless, and hopeless among us.
Unlike other charities, Episcopal Charities sends 100% of your contribution directly to
the programs themselves. A bequest pays the administrative costs. And your
contribution is tax-deductible! Last year St. Thomas’ had 91 pledges to the program;
the 2017 total to date is 47. You can mail your pledge card directly to the Episcopal
Charities office; see Jean Marz if you have questions.
A child sent to ECC through fund donations wrote last year, “I love camp because
I love pizza Friday and I love free swim. I really love that everybody that keeps camp
running cares about how all us kids feel. They will do anything to help us! Thank you
from Jasmine B.” Can you help put a smile on Jasmine’s face this summer?

It’s Time to Sign Up for ECC 2017!

Brochures for the summer camping season at the Episcopal Conference Center are now
available in the narthex of the Church. There are many different camps appropriate for
children from as young as those entering the second grade in September to those who
will be entering their senior year in high school. I would LOVE to talk to you about ECC
and answer any questions about this awesome camp! Also, you should know that we don’t
want any child or young person to have to forgo the experience of a week at ECC
because of financial reasons. So, if you are in need of a scholarship, please fill out the
registration paperwork online and then speak with me about scholarship help…….Susan+

The 1000 Jobs for Haiti program, begun by Deacon Buck Close and his wife, with the goal of
creating sustainable jobs which make use of the handiwork talents of the women of Haiti, continues
its sale of hand-embroidered items at St. Thomas’. From now until May 14 you may purchase these
lovely items after Saturday and Sunday services in the parish hall. Those parishioners who shopped
at the sale on Sunday, April 23, were delighted with the high quality of the items on display, as well
as with the beauty of the embroidery detail. Imagine ruffled bed pillows decorated with a bunny,
onesies featuring cute chicks and pups, lovely pillowcases, and feather-light cotton nightgowns
lovingly adorned with embroidered flowers! These and other items are available; stop by the table
and take a peek! Thanks to Deacon Grace for coordinating this project by which St. Thomas’ support
can reach far beyond its walls!

WINGS TO VIEW, DISCUSS TAPE
At their regular May meeting, to be held on Monday, May 15 at 6pm in the
parish hall, St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of Growing Spiritually) will
view a tape entitled “America’s Generations: In the Workplace, Marketplace, and
Living Room”, which was shown at the recent diocesan Learn and Lead seminar. The
tape asserts that all areas of American society, including its churches, can benefit
from regular contact of its members across the generations, as we all have so much
to give to one another. In terms of current program planning at St. Thomas’,
meeting the needs of all age groups will only be possible by using the resources we
already possess, namely, other members. A provocative discussion is sure to follow the tape’s
presentation! Join us as we exchange new ideas, enjoy one another’s fellowship, and have some
delicious refreshments along the way! All women of the church are welcome. See Karen Pare with
questions.

Mangia! Mangia! Mangia!
Join us on Friday, May 19th for an evening of Italian
food and fun!
Antipasto - Chicken Marsala Pasta - Garlic Bread - Gelato - Coffee
5:00pm – 7:00pm
Tickets are $15 each and kids under 12 are free
Tickets are limited and will be on sale
starting May 7th
Want to win a beautiful Italian food basket? Raffle tickets available
at $2 each or 3 for $5. Good luck!

IT’S BACK….!!!!
Just a friendly reminder that the annual fantastic, totally awesome
Yard Sale is just around the corner! We will be holding the sale this
year on Saturday, June 3rd, from 8am to 3pm. Early birds who bring an
item for the Food Closet will also be admitted this year. Items will be
accepted beginning Sunday, May 28th. PLEASE don’t bring them earlier, as storage is an
issue and there is a wedding at the church on the 27th. Please bring your contributions to the
Parish Hall (not the rectory porch) and place them in the corner near the large drawered chest.
As always, we are looking to sell gently used clothing, housewares, books, tools, toys,
furniture, etc. But we cannot accept items such as large electronics (televisions, computers) or
large furniture pieces (beds, mattresses), as they do not sell and we must pay to have them
removed.
Set-up evenings will be held from 6 to 8 pm, beginning Monday, May 29th. Please sign up
in the Parish Hall to help set up or to work on the day of the sale. More details to follow! Or
contact Dennis Blais for further information (949-3027) or sinnedsialb@gmail.com.

A BIG ST.THOMAS THANK-YOU is extended to Deb Tower and
her son Michael for their gift and installation of the new projector,
speakers, and screen in our Parish Hall! Michael wired and mounted
all the equipment, readying it for many new church media events.
Movie night, anyone? Their generosity is deeply appreciated.
The sound system in the church proper has also been updated, using money from the
Memorial Fund. Thanks to all who have contributed to this fund.
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THINKING AHEAD IN TWO AREAS (SUMMER AND FALL!)
First, I would like you to think ahead to our commitment to City Camp this summer. St. Thomas’ will
have the privilege of hosting City Camp Olneyville three times (July 12, August 1, and August 15) and City
Camp Woonsocket once, on a date to be announced. We hope to be able to give these children an awesome
day of food and fun, but also to send each one home with a grocery bag full of (mostly) nutritious food/snacks.
Many of these children do not have access to regular meals.
From now until the City Camp visits begin, please consider buying some items from the list below for
the “Snack Bags”, paying attention to the expiration dates on the packages. City Camp has a limit of 40
campers daily, but we don’t know precisely how many children to expect until they arrive! So we try to have
at least 40 of each item on hand to fill the bags. Please donate what you can, and we will make it work! If you
are unable to shop or are pressed for time, we would be happy to take your donation and shop for you.
Snack Bag Wish List:
Cheese crackers
Fruit roll-ups
Granola bars
bags/boxes)
Pudding Cups
Fruit Cups
Single-serving cereal boxes
Cans of Spaghetti-O’s, Ravioli

Raisins (1 oz boxes)
Applesauce cups
Craisins (single serving
Nuts (single serving bags)
Apples and oranges/Clementines
(please buy these closer to the date of
each visit!)

Donations may be placed in the designated container under the Outreach Bulletin Board.
I would also ask you to consider volunteering your help on the days of the visits. We need
parishioners to help pack the snack bags, make salad, set up tables, make placemats, and compose grace for
the meal, along with the help of the children and their camp counselors. Sharing the meal by sitting next to a
camper will give you a deeper appreciation of all the blessings of your own life!
Second, to all gardeners, canning specialists, fudge or candy makers, or preparers of food
“stuff” that doesn’t fit a specific category, please consider making extra portions of your
specialty when you are cooking, and donate them to the Pantry Table at the Holly Berry Bazaar
(November 17 and 18). The Pantry would love to feature all kinds of homemade goodies, such
as jams, jellies, pickles, fudge, and other yummy items. Of course candy donations would be made closer to
the date of the Bazaar.
Please contact Marty Brown with question or concerns about either of these efforts. You can speak to
me after either of the Sunday services or call me at (401) 949-1272.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Suzanne Ferrante 2

Alice Gardner 7

Andrew Alcusky 22

Kate Placido 2

Patricia Wedda 8

Susan McNulty 22

Alice Rachlow 2

Abigail Grace 14

Kelli Rae Votta 22

David Coleman 3

Todd Hersey 14

Michael Caine 24

Mason Marz 3

Benjamin LeBlanc 15

Hannah DeSantiago 24

McKinley Marz 3

Stephen Croteau 18

John Crouse 25

Valerie Toure 5

Ashleigh Plante 20

Greg Coupe 26

Donna Doris 6

Andrew Kelley 21

Caoilinn Gass 28

Dorothy Blanchard 7

Ronald Smith 29

MAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
William and Deborah Tower
Fritz and Cate Gorman

3

10

Greg and Katrina Coupe

14

Marcellino and Heather DeSantiago
Michael and Phyllis Spaziano
Jeffrey and Gina Gales

14

14

15

Charlie and Adrienne Harris
Wayne and Carol Derosier

16
20

Bud and Marion Williams 21
Joe and Michelle Gartner

22

Wayne and Marie Piadade

27
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Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.
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Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3 9:00 HE &

►

Thu
4

Fri
5

9:30—2:00pm 10:00-11:15am
School of
Crafting group
Discipleship
6:00-8:00pm 7:00-8:15pm
Book & Movie School of
Discipleship

May
breakfast

Group

8

9

8:00 HE
Youth Sunday
10:00 HE

5:30—HE
10 9:00 HE & 11

12

Crafting group

6:30 Vestry

15

16

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

19

20

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5:00-7:00pm
Italian Dinner

5:30—HE

24 9:00 HE & 25

26

27

Crafting group

22

23

8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday 6:30-8:00 pm
school Order of St.
10:00 HE Luke meeting
4:00-6:00pm
8:00 Healing
Newcomer
Service

Healing service 10:00-11:15am
School of
9:30—2:00pm
Discipleship
Crafting group

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

Dinner

28
8:00 HE
9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE

5:30—HE

Healing service 10:00-11:15am
School of
9:30—2:00pm
Discipleship

6:00-8:00pm
WINGS

21

17 9:00 HE & 18

13
4:00pm
Alzheimer
support group
4:30-7:30 Pork
Pie and Game
Night

Healing service 10:00-11:15am
School of
9:30—2:00pm
Discipleship
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

14

6
7:00-10:00am

Healing service

7

Sat

29

30

31 9:00 HE &
Healing service

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE
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A MEDITATION
My life is an instant,
an hour which passes by;
my life is a moment
which I have no power to stay.
You know, O my God,
that to love You here on earthI have only today.
St. Therese of Lisieux

