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Reverend Susan is going on a sabbatical! And exactly WHAT is a sabbatical? Well, sabbatical leave is
a carefully planned period, usually at least three months long, after the first five years of service to a
congregation. This is when the clergy person in charge of a parish is granted leave away from normal
duties to spend extended time in study, reflection, and renewal. Sabbatical leave is not a vacation,
nor is it only continuing education; it is to promote a priest’s spiritual, intellectual, and emotional
renewal and growth. Sabbaticals are also a time for the clergy to reflect on his or her life, parish,
mission, call, and goals for the future, in order to be a more effective minister of the Gospel and
shepherd God’s people. If clergy are to take good pastoral care of the congregations entrusted to
them, then it makes sense to take care of our clergy!
Now beginning my eighth year of being your priest, it feels like the right time to go on a sabbatical.
This will take place in July, August, and September this year. (Since I will be conducting a memorial
service and a wedding during the first week of July, I will be returning to church the second week of
October.) During my absence, you will be fortunate to have the Reverends Don Parker, Jim
Bocchino and Pam Gregory celebrate worship services, assisted by our deacon, Rev. Grace Swinski.
They will also be providing pastoral care as needed.
You can contact either of our wardens, Kim Murdoch, or Rick Kyte, with any pastoral need you
might have, and they will help you. Each week at all three weekend services, there will also be a
“Vestry Person of the Week” who can help with anything that might come up concerning the life
of our parish. They will identify themselves at each service, and I think it is great for all of you to be
able to meet every single person on the Vestry over the course of the sabbatical. Our Parish
Administrator, Joan Pelletier, can easily take care of routine administrative issues. You are in very
good hands!
During the sabbatical, I will indulge in my favorite creative endeavors, spend more time with family
and friends, and have the luxury of some professional development. So exactly what will that look
like? Well, as many of you know, I love to create stained glass and enameled jewelry, so there will be
more time to spend with my soldering irons and kiln. And going to Block Island with my family and
spending time with friends will be a top priority. And then, in the month of September, I will travel
to Scotland to research and experience early Christianity, taking workshops, and studying with some
well-known experts in Celtic Spirituality. Stay tuned for our next newsletter with more details!
I want to thank the Wardens, Vestry members and supply clergy for supporting this time away. It is
a chance for all of us to have some new experiences. I urge you to be your helpful, cheerful, loving
selves for the visiting clergy. And know that it will be VERY hard for me to be away from you all! I
will hold you in my hearts and continue to pray for each one of you as we are separated!
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

In a bit of a throwback, we are going to combine the July and August issues of the
newsletter into one issue. Please get all news to Karen by the end of June for
BOTH months so that we can get it out to everyone in a timely manner. (And
don’t forget to get notices for the Saturday & Sunday worship bulletins to Joan by
Tuesday each week!)

Don’t forget our annual gigantic,fantastic,TOTALLY awesome Yard
Sale on Saturday, June 3rd from 8am to 3pm and on Sunday, June 4th from 8am to
noon! Please bring your items into the Parish Hall this week…Feel free to stop in to
give a little time sorting and putting things out for sale. And we can always use
extra hands the days of the sale…..see you on the weekend!!

St. Thomas Annual Picnic!!

We are having a Parish Picnic! It will be held on June 11th. Services will
take place at 8:00 and 10:00am as usual. The picnic will follow the
10:00am service at approximately 11:30am. We are providing pulled pork
sandwiches, hot dogs and hamburgers. If you wish to help out by bringing a
side dish (non-dessert) to share, that would be great! (a sign-up sheet is
posted in the parish hall.) This will be the last Sunday for Sunday School, so
we will recognize our students and teachers at our 10:00 service. And at the
picnic, there will be special games, races and activities for all the children.
And to cap off our picnic, we will build our own ice cream sundaes – in
traditional St. Thomas’ fashion! So throw your lawn chairs and blankets
into the car and plan on joining us on Sunday, June 11th. See you there!
Rain or shine – we will meet inside if the weather is uncooperative
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Our last day of Sunday School for this school year will be
Sunday, June 11th. (We resume with registration the 2 weeks
after Labor Day in the fall!) The students and teachers will be
recognized during the 10:00 am service for their commitment to
their spiritual education. We invite the entire parish to join them after that
service for our Annual Church Picnic as well as “Sundae Sunday!” Everyone will
create their own ice cream sundaes to celebrate a successful Sunday School
season. AND there are rumors that we will also feature root beer floats!
Calling all teens! Would you like to be a youth helper in the Sunday School next
year? Do you have community service hours to fulfill for the Honor Society?
Consider helping out in a classroom on Sunday mornings.
And we are always looking for a few good men or women to help with our Sunday
School program next year. Please see Rev. Susan if you are at all interested in
finding out more about helping out each week OR once a month. Working with our
precious children is such a wonderful and fulfilling ministry!

Summer Camp at ECC

All young people from second grade through high school are invited to spend
a week or two during the summer at the Episcopal Conference Center, a
place where fellowship, friendship, worship and fun are the rules of the day.
The motto of the conference center sums it up for everyone who attends:
"Those who enter here are strangers but once."
Most people who have spent time at ECC call it a second home! Information
for this year's programs is available on line. Camperships are available to
help defray the cost. Fill out the paperwork provided online and submit it if
you need scholarship help. St. Thomas’ will make sure that EVERY child who
wishes to attend camp is able to do so!

The Book of Common Prayer

Have you ever wanted to own your own prayer book? Well – of course you have desired your very own
copy of the Book of Common Prayer we use in church! And you have come to the right place. So many
people have expressed a desire to observe one or more of the daily offices in their home (Morning
Prayer, Evening Prayer, Noonday Prayer and Compline), that we are giving everyone a chance to order a
personal copy. We have two versions available for you – we are placing a group order. Check in at the
Ministry Table in the Parish Hall if you would like to see the two copies for yourself and make a choice.
The date to order is a VERY firm June 15th. The cost for either book is $15.00. Checks should be made out
to St. Thomas’, with “Prayer Book” in the memo. Please write “red” or “blue” in the memo – the red
copy is hardcovered and larger, the blue copy is paperback and smaller.
Email Susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org or sign up at the ministry table to be assured of ordering your
own personal book.

BABY NEWS!!

Larry and Kim Murdoch announce with joy the birth of their granddaughter, Abigail
Lura Anderson, on April 28th! Abigail weighed in at 6 pounds, 14 ounces, and is the
daughter of Ricky and Liz (Murdoch) Anderson. Congratulations to all--just ask our
Senior Warden to show off her picture gallery

PASTA & MEATBALL SUPPER
-Hosted by your Altar GuildSaturday, June 17th
5:00pm - 7:00pm
$10 per person (Kids under 12 – free)

A supper of pasta, homemade meatballs with
sauce, salad, and brownie sundaes to
finish off the evening.
Bring the family!
Contact Deb Farrar for more information
Tickets available at the Ministry Table in the
Parish Hall.

Taizé Worship Service

On Thursday, June 22nd, there will be a Taizé service at St. James’ Episcopal
Church on Fruit Hill Avenue in North Providence. The service begins at 7:00pm, but
the doors will open at 6:30 for quiet prayer and contemplation. What a treat it is to sit
quietly in sacred space! This service features the rhythmic, repetitive style that marks
the music used in the monastery in Taizé, France.

St. James’ is one of the churches in our Deanery, and it is the goal to have these services
on a regular basis. So come and join us in this first effort as we experience this lovely
form of worship with our sisters and brothers down the road.

IN MEMORIAM
Our Christian sympathies are extended to Bob and Lois Whittaker and
their family on the death of Bob’s mother, Hazel A. Addy, who died on May 18.
Hazel and been employed as a nurse for many years. Her visitation was held at
Lincoln Funeral Home on May 21, and Reverend Susan will conduct a memorial
service for her on July 1. May she know God’s peace and healing.
Also a former member of St. Thomas’, Irene Lennon, died on May 11.
Reverend Susan conducted her funeral service in the Swan Point Chapel. Condolences are
extended to her family and friends.

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES!!
It’s graduation season again, and St. Thomas’ is proud to share in the excitement of
families whose children are among the grads! Four young people are moving on in their
lives after receiving college degrees this spring. Don’t forget to congratulate them and
their families when you see them!
Emily and Jim Ritter have two granddaughters with graduation news. LEAH
HARWELL received her BS degree in Business Administration from Massachusetts College
of Liberal Arts in North Adams. Her sister FAYE, who received a Master’s Degree in
Biology from Clark University in May 2016 (sorry we missed her last year!), is enrolled in a
doctoral program at Boston University, studying Biological Anthropology. Faye will be
spending the summer in Indonesia studying the lifestyle of orangutans.
ANDREW SPAZIANO has graduated from Rhode Island College, where he received
a BA in Communications. Andrew is the son of Michael and Phyllis Spaziano, and is a
familiar face at St. Thomas’, where he has served as an acolyte.
LUKE THOMPSON, son of Jon and Sharon Thompson, recently graduated from the
College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, where his majors were Chinese and Political
Science. Luke has been awarded a Fulbright Fellowship for the 2017-2018 academic year,
and will spend 11 months on the Taiwanese island of Kinmen, where he will serve as an
English teacher and a cultural ambassador for the United States.
A round of applause for our graduates and the families who have supported their
educations!

A CHURCH BEYOND THE WALLS (CBW) PROJECT
BACKPACKS!
Now that school is ending we are hoping to take advantage of youth who are
planning (hoping!) on getting new backpacks in September. “What should I do
with my old backpack?” Well…how about donating it to Church Beyond the Walls
so they can distribute them to the homeless?
When I explained the project to my 10-year-old grandson, Aiden, he said “Wow,
someone in Providence will be carrying around MY backpack!” Most of the folks
who will use these backpacks carry around everything they own in them, so they
wear out very quickly.
Please make sure you clean it beforehand and if they have small holes, please
patch them…perhaps some neat iron-on patches! Also, they should have straps
to be carried on backs and NO WHEELS please.
By the way, the next CBW day of service will be on Saturday, July 15th.
If you have any questions, please contact Jacki Zahn at
jmz222@outlook.com or 401.651.6401.
Stay tuned…Stewardship in the making!
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GOT RHUBARB?

If you do……please consider donating for the pie of the month:

---Strawberry Rhubarb Pie--Join us on Saturday, June 10th
6pm – 8pm
For pie, ice cream and of course

BOARD GAMES
$6 per person

Sign up at the Ministry Table
Please contact Sharon Thompson if you are growing rhubarb
and would like to donate some!

COME PLAY WITH WINGS!!
All women of St. Thomas’ are invited to a fun-filled evening on
Monday, June 19th, as the WINGS group (Women In Need of
Growing Spiritually) travels to nearby Attleboro to play miniature
golf at the Atlantic Golf Center! Show off your best putting skills at their White
Water Challenge course, complete with waterfalls. A round of golf costs $7, and
those interested may grab a bite to eat after their exertions! Meet us in the
church parking lot at 5:30 on the 19th--no need to sign up, just show up! Rain date
will be Tuesday, June 20th. See you then!

THE ALTAR GUILD FLOWER CHART keeps track of each Sunday of
the church year. Parishioners are invited to check the date they may desire
to sign-up to dedicate flowers in memory of or in thanksgiving for loved
ones or to commemorate special occasions. Giving the flowers that decorate
the altar for Saturday & Sunday worship services is a wonderful way to
honor the special people and times in our lives. We also often deliver the
flowers after the second service on Sunday to our shut-ins or those who are
hospitalized -brightening their day as our church family remembers them.
The Altar Guild asks for a donation of $35.00 for each flower request.
Checks should be made payable to St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church with
“Altar Guild flowers” noted on the memo line. Requests must be received at
least 2 weeks in advance of the Sunday desired in order to be acknowledged
in the appropriate Sunday bulletin. If there are already two names on the
date you want, we request that you choose another date; you must check
with Joan in the office at 949-2260. Forms are available in the narthex and
should be turned in with your payment.

…a brief discussion about pledging…
I know, I know…it’s not technically
“stewardship season” yet, but I just wanted to say
a few things about pledges. First and MOST
IMPORTANTLY, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee, I’d like to
thank all who made the commitment of a pledge, NO MATTER WHAT
THE AMOUNT. In this way, we can plan a responsible budget to keep
St. Thomas’ up and running.
The second thing is this…a pledge is NOT a bill. It’s a “best effort”
commitment on your part that, barring any unforeseen circumstances,
this is what St. Thomas’ can expect to receive from you at the intervals
you have chosen. Let’s be realistic, though-- things happen! An
unexpected home expense, a change or loss of a job, illness and those
darn medical expenses. We’ve all been there.
The most important thing is that we understand. It’s a fact of life.
Please know that you will never be “chased down” for a pledge. The
one thing we would ask is that you let someone know, talk to Rev.
Susan, Henry (Treasurer) or a trusted Vestry member if you need to
make a change. If you would prefer not to do that, just drop a note in
your pledge envelope about changing or stopping your pledge. That
will enable us to adjust where we need to.
Pledges, done in a prayerful way, can be life-changing. It was so
for Conrad and me, and we DID have those times when we could not
fulfill our pledge during certain years. The one thing you can do is to
pray on it. AWESOME things have been known to happen when you
open your life to God.
Jacki Zahn
Stewardship Chair

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Claire Farrar 1

Cate Gorman 7

Dan McCormick 1

Raymond Duarte 9

Thomas Caine 2

Mia DeSantiago 10

Francis Lusignan 21

Elva Vanner 2

Maxx Doris 10

Dane Hersey 23

Richard Coyne 3

Katrina Coupe 11

Sandi Williams 23

Stephen Herchen 4

Jean Marz 11

Nancy Nelson 24

Michael Herchen 4

Evelyn Young 15

Cheryl Hodgins 26

Dennis Kohler 5

Robert Caine 17

Fritz Gorman 27

Tammy Zerremer 5

Alexandra Gales 17

Lois Ware 27

Maury Boulais 6

Dave Lamontagne 18

Roberta Duarte 28

Elaine Passano 6

Alfred Parrillo 19

Joshua Malek

Eliana Catanzaro 7

Louise Sheldon 19
Cole Almieda 21

28

Jon Thompson 28

JUNE WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Justin and Kaitlyn Turcotte
James and Janis Reedy

6

13

Brian and Susan Carpenter 14
Francis and Deborah Lusignan
Jeffrey and Dyana LeBlanc
Todd and Sally Hersey

14
16

19

David and Paulette Lamontagne
Al and Jean Marz

21

25

Nicholas and Jennifer Ray

28

WEDDING NEWS
On Saturday, May 27th, Reverend Susan united Alfred Charles Parrillo and
John Alexander Gallonio in Holy Matrimony at St. Thomas’ Church. Al and
John are regular “8 o’clockers”! Congratulations to the newlyweds! May they
know God’s presence and blessing each day.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3
8:00am—3:00 pm
Yard sale

5:30—HE

4

5

8:00 HE
Youth
Sunday
10:00 HE

1 8:00 HE

6

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

8

Healing
service

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

9:30—2:00pm

9

12

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

6:30 Vestry

13

14 9:00 HE &

15

Healing
service

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

9:30—2:00pm

5:30—HE

16

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

20

5:308:00pm
WINGS
Mini-golfing

25

26

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

6:30-8:00
pm Order
of St. Luke
meeting
8:00
Healing
Service

5:30—HE

21 9:00 HE &

22

Healing
service

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

9:30—2:00pm

17

5:00-7:00pm
Pasta Dinner

Crafting group

19

10
4:00pm
Alzheimer
support group
6:00-8:00pm
Pie & Game
Night

Crafting group

6:00-8:00pm
Book &
Movie
Group

9:30 Sunday
school
10:00 HE
11:30 annual
church
picnic

18

7 9:00 HE &

23

24

Crafting group

27

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

7:00pm Taize
service at St.
James, N.
Prov.

28 9:00 HE &

29

Healing
service

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

30
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Collect for Pentecost
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by
the promised gift of your Holy Spirit; Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the
preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen
BCP, p.227

