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So. This sabbatical we have been hearing about is now upon us! And the question I have been asking
myself for the last eight months is this: what might I DO while on sabbatical? And I now have discerned
some answers! For the month of July, I will be concentrating on rediscovering my love of stained glass and
enameling. I am developing a line of jewelry based on the travels Brian and I have been blessed to
experience. I never have chunks of time to spend in my studio – so it will be a treat to revive that creative
side of myself that has languished. And in the month of August, I will be visiting Block Island with my
family and best friend. My brother and sister and their families will be there this summer as well, and we
will scatter my dad’s ashes on this wonderful island that he so loved. Block Island has always been a sacred
place of peace and renewal. Taking the time to meditate and relax in this special place will be life-giving.
Right from the beginning of July, I will also be reading a huge stack of books on Celtic Spirituality – an
abiding interest of mine. That leads me to a most wonderful trip in September:
In September, I will be spending a month in Scotland, visiting several historical churches along the
northern coast in the Isle of Skye and then staying on the very remote island of Iona off the western coast.
The monastery of Iona is a frequent destination for people on pilgrimage, and I will be joining not one, but
two different pilgrimage groups during my time there! Between the first and second pilgrimages, there are
six free days. My grandfather, Peter Morrison, was born in Scotland, so I am excited to visit the city where
he was born.
One of the reasons I am eager to stay at the monastery of Iona is that Iona has been called the entryway of
Christianity into Scotland and Northern England. The monastery was established by St. Columba in the 6 th
century and he died there in 597. The island is a true “thin space” where pilgrims have sensed the nearness
of the Holy throughout the ages. My plan is to bring back the things that I experience and share them with
all of you. Designing and implementing Celtic worship services will bring my study, reflection, and prayer
into creating a liturgy that I hope will be a peaceful and contemplative experience as a counterpoint to a
noisy, chaotic world.
I want to thank Joan, our parish administrator and Don, Jim, and Pam, the supply clergy, for supporting
this time away, as well as Grace, our deacon. My guess is that we will all learn something about ourselves in
operating a bit differently as St. Thomas’ Church in my absence. I really encourage you to attend church
services faithfully and be inspired by the visiting clergy. I also trust that you will be welcoming and helpful
to all the guests who arrive on our doorsteps during the summer. As much as I am looking forward to this
time of renewal, please know that it will be really, REALLY difficult for me to be away from you all! As
always, you are in my prayers. Blessings, Rev. Susan+

The Rev. James R. Bocchino will be filling in for Rev. Susan while she is away on her
sabbatical for all of July and the first week in August. Jim just celebrated the 33 rd anniversary of his
ordination last month. He served as the Curate at St. Mary’s Church in Portsmouth and was then
called to be Rector at All Saints’ Memorial Church in Providence where he served for 21 years. In
2008 he resigned that position to do full-time Interim Ministry in the diocese and served as the
Interim Rector at St. John’s Church in Barrington and Christ Church in Westerly and then as Priestin-Charge at St. Barnabas Church in Warwick. He retired from St. Barnabas this past January.
Let’s give Father Jim a warm St. Thomas’ welcome as he joins us this summer!

Sabbatical Contact Information

During the summer and into the fall, if you have a pastoral emergency, please call
one of the Wardens directly – Kim Murdoch at 451-7132 or Rick Kyte at 954-2705.
If you need help with a routine matter, you can call Joan at the office at 949-2260.
To speak with her directly, Joan’s office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
from 9:00am-1:00pm (although don’t be surprised to find her there earlier and later than
her regular hours!) Otherwise just leave a message.
The Wardens or Joan will direct the on-call clergy to get in touch with you in an
emergency.

Summer Worship Schedule
Summer is here! And our worship services on Sunday also look a little different. The choir takes a
break. Sunday school ends one year and prepares for the next. Shorts, sandals, and polo shirts
often show up – life is more casual. And we share iced tea and lemonade at our two fellowship
hours instead of coffee. Our service times are also a tad different:

Sunday mornings – 8:00am and 9:30am until after Labor Day weekend.
Our Saturday service is also a cool welcome spot at 5:30pm – come early and just sit in our
beautiful sacred space and soak up the sunshine streaming in on a late afternoon. Contemplative
instrumental Taize music plays quietly when you arrive.
We invite you to come and join us at St. Thomas’ on these beautiful, breezy Saturday evenings and
Sunday mornings. It is splendid to worship together as a parish family – and for folks who worry
about some wiggling and laughter in church – it is a great time to get children used to being in
church. The services are a bit shorter in the summer; the mood might be a little more relaxed and
the second service starts and ends earlier. AND we REALLY like being together – so it is joyful! So,
plan on joining us on these lovely summertime weekends to remember how grateful we are to
our Creator and to give thanks. After all, God doesn’t go on vacation in the summer - see you in
church!

Shop AmazonSmile
Do you shop at Amazon online or know someone who does?
And did you know that by shopping at Amazon you could be helping
St. Thomas’ Church? Amazon has a program called AmazonSmile which is a
website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same
wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping features as on the regular
Amazon site. The difference is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organization
selected by you! So if you use Amazon online, please consider using AmazonSmile and
select St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Greenville, RI as your charity. Just sign in through the
link below or create a new account if you do not already have one and follow the step by step
directions on screen.
https://smile.amazon.com

The St. Thomas’ Shepherding Commission

Shepherds gently guide sheep to wonderful things – green, grassy fields, refreshing water, to
the farmer when help is needed and to shelter. OUR St. Thomas’ shepherds will be doing
much the same thing. We all need a little help sometimes to get to what we need – perhaps
a ministry opportunity, a fellowship group, some pastoral care from the clergy or laity, or
just someone to talk to about church matters. How will this take place? I’m glad you asked!
Our parish directory has been divided into lists of people by the first letter of every person’s
last name. Each shepherd is responsible for one or two letters of the alphabet, and will
check in occasionally with everyone on their list to see what they might need. This will be a
valuable resource for all of you, and someone who can lead you to where you desire to go
and answer your questions. We want to keep our database updated with factual information.
(That is how you receive birthday cards and mail from the church!) If you are NOT in our
data base – please fill out a questionnaire from the Narthex (entryway) and place it in the
plate or mail it to the office – you will then be given a Shepherd!
As new people join our church, they will have a ready-made guide already waiting for them
who can gently lead them to the things they will need to be a vital member of the
congregation. It made perfect sense to start this while Rev. Susan is away on sabbatical.
Who are the members of the Shepherding Commission? The Vestry! The Vestry members
are uniquely qualified to interact with the parish since they are the people who are involved
in all kinds of ministry at the church – and they also know who to go to for information of
all kinds to get answers for you. So expect to be contacted soon by your very own shepherd.
And know that they are looking forward to getting to know YOU!

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.

LET’S TALK ABOUT…STEWARDSHIP!
Jacki Zahn, Stewardship Chair

Pentecost is an important “church day” for me because the Holy Spirit is
important in my life. I am writing this article right after coming home from St. Thomas’
on Pentecost Sunday. Yes, the Holy Spirit moved me right during Eucharist!
During Rev. Susan’s sermon, I was thinking about our Annual Stewardship
Campaign and how I have given several “witness talks” on this subject. Now, I don’t
mind speaking in public generally, but talking about my spirituality is another thing
altogether. But the Holy Spirit moved me to talk to you during those worship services.
(As surely as I know the color “red” is “red”!) Now, I feel a nudge again…this time to
encourage others to listen to the Holy Spirit and see if they are moved to talk about
how stewardship has played out in their own lives.
I’m not comfortable asking people to do things, let alone talk about God in their
lives. But imagine if we all “hid our light under a bushel”? What kind of world would it
be?! So. All I’m asking you to do now is to pray about talking to others about YOUR
stewardship story and how your life has been impacted by your journey.
I often look around during services at St. Thomas’ and there are such remarkable
people out there. I know ALL of you have a story to tell. Praying to the Holy Spirit will
give you the confidence to let your light shine…it won’t only shine on you…it will shine
on others too!

Congratulations to Kyleigh Driscoll, granddaughter of Sandi and Bob Williams and Janet and
Jack Crouse, who graduated from Exeter/West Greenwich High School in June! In the fall
Kyleigh will attend Worcester Polytechnic Institute.

CITY CAMP HEADED OUR WAY!
Believe it or not, in less than two weeks we will be hosting our first
City Camp visit on July 12! The children are between the ages of 6 and 12
and live in the Olneyville area. They usually arrive at St. Thomas’ around
10:30am and reluctantly head home on the bus around 2:30pm. The children
are accompanied by counselors who supervise them, so parish members can
lend their support by helping with various tasks such as meal preparation, organizing snack
materials, etc. We have a fabulous time feeding, playing, and talking with the children.
Please consider volunteering to help during the times listed above, or just joining the
group for lunch (ziti, meatballs, salad, Hoodsie cups, and cookies) from noon to 1:00pm. You can
also help by donating snacks (see list on Outreach bulletin board), so that each child can be sent
home with a bag of healthy food.
Olneyville City Camp will visit us twice more this summer, on August 1 and August 15.
Your help is needed and appreciated! You will surely gain more from your experience with these
children than you will give. Please contact Marty Brown between Sunday services or at (401)
949-1272 for more information.

SET SAIL WITH WINGS!
Come join St. Thomas’ WINGS group as we travel up and down Narragansett Bay
on a Lighthouse Cruise, Monday, July 17th! Leaving from Quonset at 2pm, our
90-minute trip will bring us close enough to view several of the small lighthouses
which are seldom seen. The sea breeze and the company are guaranteed to be most enjoyable!
Reservations for this trip are necessary; get your check or cash to Karen Pare by Sunday, July
9th, or call her at 949-1427. Tickets are $28 for those age 60 and up, or $30 for those
younger. We will leave the church parking lot to carpool at 12:45, and will return after an early
supper.
In August the WINGS group will be presenting a salad plate supper on Wednesday the
16th from 5 to 7pm. Look for some added surprises (hot bread? cold soup? delectable
dessert?) which will make the dinner special. With Carolyn Villanova heading up the committee,
you can be sure that the food will be delicious!

ST. THOMAS’ SCHOOL OF DISCIPLESHIP
Course offerings, Summer 2017
All classes will be offered on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:15pm
and Thursday mornings from 10:00 to 11:15am.
Classes this summer are facilitated by Fr. Don and Fritz Gorman.
**************
July 5 and 6
July 12 and 13

Healing 201
Healing 201

(All about why and how we pray for
healing here at St. Thomas’)

July 19 and 20
July 26 and 27
Aug 2 and 3

1 Thessalonians (Truth from the oldest New
1 Thessalonians
Testament book)
1 Thessalonians

Aug 9 and 10
Aug 16 and 17
Aug 23 and 24

The Emerging Church Movement
Love Wins--Rob Bell’s book
Love Wins--Rob Bell’s Book

Aug 30 and 31
Sept 6 and 7
Sept 13 and 14

Spiritual Gifts 201
Spiritual Gifts 201
Spiritual Gifts 201

SAVE THE DATES FOR PIE AND GAMES!
Our monthly pie series continues during the summer with two
wonderful selections! On Saturday, July 8, fresh blueberry pies will be featured from 6 to 8pm.
Stay to eat and play games, or get yours to go! The choice for August, served up on Saturday,
August 1, will be quiche--a meal in itself--from 4:30 to 7:30pm. Come early to play games, or
stay late and enjoy the fellowship--and the food! More details will follow in the weekly worship
service bulletins. Stay tuned!!
ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9am to 1pm, or by appointment

SCHOOL OF DISCIPLESHIP
NOTES FROM FRITZ
I would like to briefly let everyone know what summer brings for the School of Discipleship.
And please do not feel that you need to commit in any way -- feel free to come to just one class to
check it out!
The first and second weeks of July will focus on healing. Father Don has been involved in
healing ministries for many years, having developed wonderful skills himself, but also has been able to
teach those skills to many others. We have been very fortunate to have him join us. He feels that we
are all healers and can develop more skills to benefit others.
Starting July 19th, he will lead in an-depth discussion of the first New Testament book written,
Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. Last year those of us who experienced the Bible Challenge
read it in two days - obviously, we missed a lot!
On August 9 and 10 I will lead a discussion about the Emerging Church, a concept about
something happening around us that is so exciting that the first time Bishop Knisely visited us here, he
said (loosely quoted), “I have good news for you - by the end of this century, the Church as we know it
might be dead!” Come and share your ideas about this provocative statement.
The following two weeks we will discuss one of my favorite recent books, “Love Wins”, by Rob
Bell. This book explores God’s magnificent love and what this means for us in terms of how we love
our lives, and what the significance of heaven and hell are for us. You will enter the discussion more
fully if you read the book beforehand, and I will be glad to order a new or used edition for you if you
like; call me at 766-6425, or sign up at the Ministry Table in the Parish Hall.
Then starting August 30 Father Don will begin a class about spiritual gifts. Even if you have
heard him teach on this topic before, I suggest you attend, because I am convinced that we all have
more spiritual talents to discover and develop to proclaim the Kingdom of God, no matter what our
life stage may be.
Father Don and I hope to see you soon.
Fritz Gorman

CHURCH BEYOND THE WALLS DAY OF SERVICE
A STEWARDSHIP PROJECT
Saturday, July 15
Meet at St. Thomas at 10:30 AM, travel to Episcopal Diocese building at 275
North Main Street in Providence.
11:00 – Orientation from the staff of Church
Beyond the Walls
12:00 – Food Preparation
1:30 – Travel to Burnside Park for Eucharist
and fellowship
3:30 – Back to Diocese for debriefing
(If you can’t attend for the whole day, feel free to join us in Providence.)
See Jacki Zahn if you are interested or have any questions.
Sign-up sheet on the Ministry Table in the Church Hall or email Jacki at
jmz222@outlook.com so we have accurate numbers for the staff at CBW.
Electronic Giving is Here!
Are you tired of making out a check every week for your pledge? Never seem to have the right
denominations of bills to put in your envelope on Sunday? Or do you worry about "making up" your
pledge when you are away or on vacation?
Well now you can make your pledge online! When you go to the St. Thomas website
(www.stthomasepiscopalri.org) there is now a blue button on the right hand side of the main page
labeled "Give Online". Clicking this button will link you to a secure site where you can create an
account and have the ability to make donations to your church home. Donations can be made on a one
time or recurring basis. There is also a box to click to help defer the costs involved with credit card
processing.
In the future we envision having the ability to receive funds electronically for flower
memorials, dinner tickets, Capital Campaign donations and other activities and outreach events.
Henry Dziadosz, Treasurer

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Albert Robertson 2

Eric Croteau 16

Michelle Kelley 23

Barb Plouffe 6

Zachary Wedda 16

Donald Boulais 25

Peter Grace 7

Claudia Amaral 20

Samantha Gales 25

Justin Turcotte 7

Joseph D’Angelo 20

Tiffani Herchen 25

Lisa Coleman 8

Corey Swartz 21

Jessica Hodgins 25

Lois Whittaker 8

Olivia Turcotte 21

Sarah Thompson 26

Brett Ferrucci 10

Bob Forrest 22

Carol Derosier 29

Riley Whitten 10

Lilianna Turcotte 22

Deb Farrar 29

Sam Placido 13

Dillon Turcotte 22

Marisa Catanzaro 31

Bob Whittaker 15

Russell Couture 31

JULY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Kevin and Joelle Fournier

13

Samuel and Deborah Ciotola
Russell and Julia Couture
Phil and Nicole Larkin

14

14

17

Bob and Sandi Williams
Charlie and Nancy Miller
John and Janice Crouse
Robert and Ashley Fiske

25
26
30
30

BAPTISMS
On Pentecost Sunday, June 4, Reverend Susan welcomed three new members to
our Christian Family through the sacrament of Baptism. Receiving the sacrament were
adult brothers Robert John Choquette and Jason Daniel Choquette. Also baptized was
Mya Angel Choquette, the daughter of Jason Choquette and Jessica Choquette. Congratulations
to all; may you know God’s blessing and guidance each day in your life as Christians!

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Marcelino DeSantiago 2

June Heywood 10

Larry Murdoch 20

Phyllis Spaziano 2

Kendra Rocco 12

Shawn Scott 20

Jeff Doris 4

Thomas Scott 12

Agnes Smith 20

Gregory Young 4

Peter Trementozzi 16

Michael Wedda 23

Stephen Smith 5

Dy LeBlanc 17

Jennifer Derosier 25

Phyllis Barton 6

Ginny Martin 19

Kelly Almieda 26

Kevin Fournier 6

Emma Archambault 20

Tina Caldwell 27

Michael Herchen 6

Jake Bowen 20

Fred Leigh 27

Barry Wenskowicz 7

Dan Kelley 20

Donald Reid 29

Norman Martin 9

Gigi Uttley 29

AUGUST WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Louie and Ruth Lambert

2

Ronald and Agnes Smith

7

Richard and Beverly Connor

14

Forrest Crooks and Kelly Villaneuva
Dan and Michelle Kelley

14

17

Donald and Carol Parker 21
Barry and Diane Wenskowicz
Harold and Nancy Nelson
Gregory and Kirsten Young

25

26
26

IN MEMORIAM
Our Christian condolences are extended to Shawn Scott, whose mother, Jacqueline
Scott, died on June 11. Jacqueline was a devoted homemaker who also worked as a
nurse’s aide. Her funeral was held on June 16 at St. Joseph’s Church in Woonsocket.
Our sympathies are extended to Shawn, his wife Amanda, son Thomas, and his
extended family.

July 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
5:30—HE

2

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

3

4

5 9:00 HE &

6

Healing service

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9:30—2:00pm

Crafting
group

7

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

16

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

10

11

6:00-8:00pm
Pie & game
night

12 9:00 HE & 13
Healing service

11:00—
2:00pm
City Campers

17
WINGS
Lighthouse
Trip (see
article for
details)

18

6:30pm
vestry

19 9:00 HE

20

& Healing

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9:30—2:00pm

Crafting
group

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

24
6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

25

26 9:00 HE & 27
Healing service

9:30—2:00pm

Crafting
group
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

30

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

31

15

5:30—HE

21

5:00-7:00pm
Chinese food
“take-out
night”

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

23

14

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

service

4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support Group

5:30—HE

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9

8

28

22

5:30—HE

29

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

August 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2 9:00 HE &

3

11:00—
2:00pm
City
Campers

Healing
service

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9:30—
2:00pm

Fri
4

Sat
5
5:30—HE
4:30-7:30pm
Pie & game night

Crafting group
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

6

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

7

8

9 9:00 HE &

10

Healing
service

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9:30—
2:00pm
Crafting group
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

13

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

14

11

4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support Group

5:30—HE

6:30pm
Vestry

15

169:00 HE & 17

11:00—
2:00pm
City
Campers

Healing
service
9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

12

18

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

19
5:30—HE

5-7 Salad
Supper
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

20

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

21

22

23 9:00 HE

24

& Healing

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

service
9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

27

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

28
6:30-8:00
pm Order of
St. Luke
meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

29

30 9:00 HE

31

& Healing

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

service
9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

25

26
5:30—HE
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A REFLECTION
I choose to give God joy, to delight in the One
who tells me I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
I choose to delight in God’s love for creation
and accept responsibility for its preservation.
I choose to listen to the whispers inviting me to slow down
and enjoy the One who fills me with love and laughter and joy.
Christine Sine, godspace-msa.com

