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Sabbatical Part I - July
My sabbatical started with the most fabulous day – filled with working outside in the sun with soft
breezes blowing, a fabulous summer day. Brian and I weeded the front herb garden. I filled more pots for the
patio with herbs, flowers and tomatoes. After grilling outside and having a wonderful dinner, we talked about
plans for completing the work on my glass studio, starting bright and early the next morning. Well. The best
laid plans! While putting some things out on the grass in back of my studio, I turned and caught my foot in a
deep gopher hole! As I fell, I turned to the side, so my right shoulder took the brunt of the fall. I am so
thankful that I lifted my head at the last second, since I landed on cement. I really was blessed it wasn’t worse
– I am skittish about my knees, and only had a large egg on the side of my right one. I did crack three ribs
and hurt my shoulder pretty badly, but it could have been so much worse.
My plans for an all-out attack on the studio, getting back to the gym, making jewelry day and night
and many other physical things came to an abrupt halt. I was SO upset! I had planned to have the BEST
SABBATICAL EVER! I was going to catch up on all kinds of things I never get around to on my personal
“to-do” list! And now I was whimpering in the recliner, not able to do anything at all on my list. I guess the
key to that last sentence is that it was MY list. I had forgotten to invite God into the conversation about what
GOD would have me do during this first month of my sabbatical.
At first, I had no choice but to rest – something I am NOT good at doing. My doctor was worried
about pneumonia, so urged me to breathe deeply every hour. That hurt. I struggled to even read for very
long. But as I rested, I heard the wonderful sound of our wind chimes coming in through the windows. I
changed where I sat, sometimes in the sun room, sometimes at the kitchen table, usually in the living room. I
listened to the birds. I felt my heart rate slow down, as well as my breathing. My frenetic thoughts stilled.
(You DO know I think about you all the time, don’t you?) I could meditate with the incredible gift of
unlimited time to do so. And pray, always praying without ceasing, but with a different feel – I can scarcely
understand it myself. And I found myself listening to that incredible still, small voice of God.
As the month went on, I started to do more reading, (for pleasure!) I realized I could begin to go out
a bit more, gradually became more active. Nothing approaching the level I thought I would be at, but slow
and steady. I began to do some reading to prepare for the Scotland and England trip, not in the time I slotted
for reading, the end of August – but in the time slot chosen for me. And it was perfect. My shoulder will take
a long while to heal, I am a little nervous about hiking all around Iona. But I also know I will be listening to
not only my body, but to God’s will for me as that part of my trip comes closer. I have rolled my eyes at God,
saying “FINE! I forgot for a while that you were in charge – and not me!” I guess we all need a reminder
now and again. This sacred time of sabbatical may not have started out according to MY plans. But I know
that it has started out in a life-giving and wonderful way
And all will be well. Know that I continue to pray for you as I hope you pray for me!
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

I was so overwhelmed by the outpouring of love and joy at the “Sabbatical send-off” that the
parish organized. I am not sure how the Vestry managed to pull off such a lovely night – I
usually have my fingers in every pie! I have read all the heartfelt messages in the beautiful
journal and will take them with me to Scotland. Have no fear, as I write this we are about 2/3’s
of the way through this time apart, and it will be no time at all until I return. I know I will be
filled with stories of my experiences and have many pictures to share. For now, I am enjoying
this time with family and friends and looking forward to where the Holy Spirit will lead me next
– both on this pilgrimage and when I return. In the meantime, continue to love and take care of
one another. And again, thank you so much. Blessings! Susan+

Our Parish Administrator, Joan Pelletier, will have a MUCH longer
commute after Sept 15th - she is moving to South County! We are
excited for Joan, but we are especially pleased that she will be staying
here with us at St. Thomas’. Her hours will be changing, effective the
week of Sept. 10th.
Joan will still be available at her office in the rectory every Wednesday from 9am to
4pm. So that is the day you can be assured you may visit the rectory for any hands-on
help you might need from her. She will be working other hours in the rectory on a
random basis, as Rev. Susan needs her and as the church calendar ebbs and flows. Most
of Joan’s duties involve the use of the computer, and with the advent of “the cloud’ – she
will be able to work quite well from home some of the time as well. Please be assured
that phone messages and emails will be checked regularly Monday-Friday!!
And as always, Rev. Susan is in the office frequently Tuesday through Thursday. She is
always available by appointment – just call the office to set a time. New hours will be in
effect starting the week of Sept 10th. So feel free to pop in and visit with Joan on any
Wednesday. We wish Joan well in this time of transition, and we await pictures of her
new digs down near the ocean. We are so blessed that Joan has agreed to stay with us –
she is a gem!

St. Thomas' School of Discipleship, Fall Semester to
begin!
Rev. Susan, Fritz, and I are happy to announce that the School Of
Discipleship will resume on Wednesday, September 6 and Thursday,
September 7.
As has been our custom, each class session will be offered on Wednesday
nights from 7-8:15 and on Thursday mornings from 10-11:15.
The Course Schedule for September and October is as follows:
September 6th/7th, 13th/14th, and 20th/21st GLEANING THE FRUIT OF 1ST THESSALONIANS
1. True transformation
2. When hell breaks loose
3. Encouraging Words
4. Personal Purity
5. The King is coming!
6. The Christian's Survival Kit, An Old-Fashioned Bible Study
Led by Father Don
September 27th/28th-

THE EMERGING CHURCH
(The emerging, or emergent, church movement takes its name from the
idea that as culture changes, a new church should emerge in response.)
This fascinating discussion will be led by Fritz Gorman.
Oct. 4th/5th, and Oct. 11th/12th
LOVE WINS
(This will be a book study of the book LOVE WINS by Rob Bell. Bestselling
author, international teacher, and speaker Bell addresses heaven, hell,
and how God has made peace with us.)
These lively and most interesting discussions will be led by Fritz Gorman.
You can order the book on line, purchase it locally, or contact Fritz in
person or through the church office.
The course offerings for the remaining weeks of the fall will be finalized
upon the return of Rev. Susan.

A reminder for the Spiritually Adventurous –
You are invited to register for Fr. Don’s Course:
THE KINGDOM OF GOD UP CLOSE AND
PERSONAL (Course KOG500 for short!)
(involving: Greeting the Holy Spirit, Spiritual Gifts, Hearing God, The
Mind of Christ, Growing in Prayer, Worship and Praise.)

Remember Fr. Don’s invitation to go on a spiritual adventure with
him - you who are not faint-hearted?
Well he is still offering this opportunity to you who are adventurous.
This will be an 8 session course that will explore "up close and
personal" the Kingdom of God and some of the "stuff" of that
Kingdom.
The course will consist of class teachings and discussions (of course!),
some "trying out" of the "stuff' we bump into, some home reading,
some home devotional time, and some worship.
Stir that all together, add the presence of the Holy Spirit, and this
promises to be quite an adventure!
(Seven or eight adventurous folks have already voiced interest!)
It will be expected that participants will attend all the sessions unless
ill or visiting another planet.
The Adventure will begin on Thursday ,
September 7 at 7:00 - 8:45. Participants need to
register with Fr. Don so that materials and details can
be planned for ahead of time: healing12@verizon.net
or 401 349-2430.

NEWS FLASH: WINDOWS ARRIVE!!
They are back earlier than expected!! St. Thomas’ newly-restored
stained glass windows arrived back in Greenville and were installed
during the week of August 21st. Their hues are deeper and richer than
ever, and all the cracks have been repaired. The light they provide to our
sanctuary is bright and welcoming. What’s more, the windows have
been saved from deterioration and should grace our church home for
many years. If you haven’t had a chance to stop by, come and worship this weekend
and enjoy the lovely glow of our nave!

MEN’S GROUP TO MEET
St. Thomas’ Men’s Group will meet in the parish hall on Monday, September
11th at 7pm. Plans for the coming year will be made, and the fellowship of other males
in the parish will be enjoyed. All men from the parish, ages 18 to 150 (!) are cordially
invited. See you there!

WINGS TO HOLD MOVIE NIGHT
WINGS (Women In Need of Growing Spiritually) will kick off
their fall season as they watch the movie “Hidden Figures” at their
Monday, September 18th meeting. A special early start time of
5:30pm will enable us to see the film in its entirety and still finish at
a reasonable hour. Bring a sandwich supper if you wish! “Hidden
Figures”, which was nominated for an Academy Award for Best
Picture, tells the true story of a team of three Black women and the
racial barriers they faced while working for NASA on the successful
launch of John Glenn into space. All women of the church are invited to this evening of
fun and fellowship. Bring a friend if you would like!

SUNDAY CAMP
REGISTRATION
As the summer fades away, it’s time to look ahead
to the St. Thomas’

SUNDAY CAMP
(formerly called Sunday School)
Registration will take place on

SUNDAY, September 10th and 17th
From 8:30am until 11:45am
This year we will have two classes on Sunday mornings:
Class I Pre-K through 2nd Grade
Class II 3rd Grade through 5th Grade
Our Junior/Senior Youth Group will host
6th Grade through 12th Grade
(First Sunday of Camp is September 24th.)
Please contact Sharon Thompson if you have questions.
(401) 263-0060

LET’S TALK ABOUT…STEWARDSHIP…and PRAYER!
Jacki Zahn, Stewardship Chair
SEPTEMBER…my, how the summer flew by! Soon the leaves will be changing, some
have already started, kids will be back in school, days will be shorter and cooler. Fall is a good
time for both reflection and looking ahead.
We will be soon getting into a very importing part of stewardship here at St. Thomas.
During the year we focus on how we take care of others. Now we must begin to focus on how
we will take care of St. Thomas’ Church so we can continue to be the hands and eyes of Christ.
“How do we do that?” Well, we will be getting down to basic facts. St. Thomas’ Church
is a home to our parishioners. As you take care of your own homes, our church needs to be
taken care of also. We need to be concerned about keeping the church warm in the winter, cool
in the summer. We need to make sure it’s maintained. Most importantly we need a Rector to
lead us.
To be sure we are good stewards of our property, we need the funds to pay the utility
bills. Because we are part of the larger Episcopal Church, the Diocese of Rhode Island, we need
the funds to pay our share of apportionment. A church could not function without a Rector and
a Rector could not function without a decent wage and benefits.
What I’m asking you to focus on now, however, is prayer-- that’s right. Prayer. Most of
you know that my family has been facing a serious crisis. As I have gotten older, prayer has
begun to mean more to me, but this crisis has convinced me of the power of prayer…an actual
physical relief from knowing that people we know and love are offering prayers for us. So I’m
asking you to use the power of prayer and to ask how far you can stretch your budget to make
sure that St. Thomas has the funds it needs to continue with the work we do throughout the
rest of the year. St. Thomas Church has been around for awhile – quite awhile! Let’s make sure
we leave it to the next generation in good hands.

“All things come of thee…and of thine own have we given thee.”
ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Wednesday 9am to 4pm or by appointment

Thank You for Coffee Hour Fare!
Ever wonder where that delicious food at coffee hour comes
from? From you! Parishioners are welcomed and encouraged
to bring food to share at coffee hour. Homemade or storebought, fresh fruit or baked goods, cheese and crackers, veggies
and dip - whatever you are moved to share! Sign-up on the wall
near the coffee pot or speak to Deb Farrar to participate. And
then simply place your items on the kitchen counter before worship on Sunday
morning. Can you help? Many hands make light work, and your fellow parishioners
thank you!

CITY CAMP VISITS A SMASHING SUCCESS
Our three City Camp visits this year were exhilarating and
rewarding. Thanks to everyone who made them happen! Please know
that no matter what you did--cooking, buying snacks, donating money
for snacks, helping with organizing snacks and packing the bags,
assisting counselors help prep for our meal (making placemats, writing a
grace, setting up tables, making salad), serving the food, joining us for lunch, or helping to
clean up--the kids noticed your contributions. We remain their favorite place to visit out
of their two weeks of camp experiences, which include trips to the Children’s Museum and
Pulaski Park--pretty stiff competition!
Thanks for your contributions of time and talent to help these needy inner-city
kids. I can’t wait till next summer!
Marty Brown

BABY NEWS!
It is with joy that Vestry member Dennis and Sunday School
teacher Eliza Blais announce the birth of their daughter, Willa Marion!
Willa was born on Friday, August 11, weighing 8 pounds, 5 ounces, and
measuring 20 inches. We wish God’s blessings upon the Blais family and
look forward to seeing them soon

MORE CHURCH ACTIVITIES BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER!!
September is the traditional start for many activities at St. Thomas’. In this
Newsletter issue you will read about many of them. Here are a few more…
St. Thomas Book and Movie Group begins on Tuesday, September 5th, as the group
discusses the classic novel “Cry the Beloved Country” by Alan Paton, a story set in South
Africa during Apartheid. All are welcome to join the group for a potluck supper in the
rectory kitchen at 6pm, followed by discussion. We end by 8pm. In the upcoming months
the group will watch “All the President’s Men” and read “A Man Called Ove” among other
titles. Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month, and a flyer describing the
choices for each month is available in the church narthex. See Karen Pare with questions.
(949-1427)
If you have wanted to experience Church Beyond the Walls, our next date to head
up this ministry will be Saturday, September 16th. The group meets first to prepare
sandwiches in the downtown Episcopal Diocesan building and then travels to Burnside Park
for Holy Eucharist and fellowship/feeding. You may take part in any or all parts of the
day’s events; whatever time you can give is deeply appreciated. Sign up in the parish hall
or see Deb Farrar for details (231-8857).
Just a reminder that our lovely Church Choir will resume in September, and is
always ready with open arms for new members of any age and any level of experience. We
may have new teen members this year! Rehearsals are between the 8:00 and 10:00
services on Sunday mornings, so there is a very small time commitment which provides
great rewards! If you just want to come try it out for a while, that’s fine! Speak to Kim
Murdoch (451-7132) or any choir member for more information.
***
Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal spiritual experiences are welcomed.

Episcopal 101/Confirmation Classes

What does it mean to be an Episcopalian and an Anglican? Many of us come from
different traditions or from no church background at all. There are a lot of things that
puzzle even cradle Episcopalians! In this three-part series we will address questions
about basic beliefs and traditions in our church. Please come and be part of the
discussion – we will all learn something and we will get to know one another. There
will be some homework each week – but no tests! There will be two classes and one
service project. (And this year I am offering a choice of a weeknight or a Saturday
morning for the classes!)
This series is especially appropriate for those considering Confirmation or Reception
into the Episcopal Church, which will be held at a service celebrated by Bishop
Knisely on December 17th. (Save the date if you are interested.) If you have questions
about our faith tradition – then this is the class for you!
Class #1
Saturday, Nov.11 th 9:00am – 11:00am or Monday, Nov. 13th 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Class #2
Saturday, Nov.25th 9:00am – 11:00am or Monday, Nov. 20th 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Class #3
For our service project we will be making lunches to bring down to Providence to hand out to anyone who is
hungry. The date for this event will be Sunday, December 10 th. The entire group will BE the committee to
organize and plan this event. We will discuss the types of food we might want to make to bring down to the
city at our classes ahead of time. (Stew? Soup? Sandwiches?) The time will be roughly 1:00pm to pack food,
going to the city for 2:00pm and back to church no later than 3:00pm. It never takes more than 15 minutes
to hand out the food we bring – especially if it is warm food on a chilly day! When we arrive back we will
take a little time to debrief and reflect about what this experience has been like.

Sign-up sheet for this series will be on the Ministry Table in the parish hall. If you
have any questions, you may ask Rev. Susan when she returns from her Sabbatical!

THE 2017 HOLLY BERRY BAZAAR
SAVE THE DATE!!
Friday, November 17th and Saturday, November 18th
That’s just 12 weeks away!!!!!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
There are plenty of ways……
● “Gift Card Tree Raffle”: We will be raffling off a tree decorated with 20
gift cards. We are looking for donations of $25 gift cards (See Sharon
Thompson)
● “Kid’s Secret Santa Room”: A firm favorite for under 12s only! We are
in need of NEW items for the kids to wrap and give as gifts. (See Sharon
Thompson)
● “Penny Social”: The hub of activity downstairs as our visitors try their
luck at winning great prizes, including gift cards and baskets. Look for
a “Wish List” of items needed to fill our themed baskets… (See Deb
Farrar)
● “Bake Table & Pantry”: Always sold out by the end of the Bazaar! Do
you like to bake? Make jams or pickles? Please let us know if you would
like to help fill our shelves! Stay tuned for dates for fudge-making and
jam-making fellowship sessions! (See Nancy Miller / Marty Brown)
● “Bazaar Booklet”: Our booklet is handed out to hundreds of people and
is a great place to advertise. Know of a business that would like to place
an ad? Or place a booster for yourself or family! (See Deb Farrar / Karen
Pare)
● “Café”: If you have been to the Bazaar in the last few years, you will
know just how delicious our meals are! We will be posting dates to
prepare. cook and bake……Please consider joining in the fun!
● “General Help”: Something for everyone to do! From set-up to clean-up,
manning tables, selling raffle tickets, greeting at the door, serving meals,
helping kids wrap gifts and make crafts. All ages encouraged to volunteer!

Look for sign-up sheets in the Parish Hall and

SAVE THE DATE!

Upcoming Dates
For Baptism

All Saints Sunday
Sunday, November 5, 2017: 10:00am

Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 7, 2018: 10:00am

Great Vigil of Easter
Saturday, March 31, 2018: 7:00pm

Pentecost
Sunday, May 20, 2018: 10:00am
Please speak with Rev. Susan for more information.

ONE MORE GRADUATION!!
Our faithful acolyte, Owen Placido, graduated from Smithfield High School in
June and will begin studies at URI this month. His major field will be Environmental
Issues. Owen’s proud parents are David and Michelle Placido. Owen also chose the
repainting of St. Thomas’ parish hall as his Eagle Scout project two years ago.
Congratulations and best wishes to Owen as he begins this new adventure in his life!

GERMAN DINNER
Friday, September 29th
5:00pm – 7:00pm

Come join us for a German feast of:
Cucumber Salat
Potato Salat
Pork Schnitzel
Spätzle
Bratwurst
Knockwurst
Potato Dumplings
Sauerkraut
Cost: $20 per person
Sign up sheet will be in Parish Hall!

GUTES ESSEN!

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Paul Leclerc 3

Jennifer Ray 15

Anita Coyne 25

Ethan Smith 9

Peter Trementozzi 15

Marie Piadade 26

Maya Choquette 11

Joseph Spaziano 16

Laura Barnes 27

Conrad Zahn 14

Madison Catanzaro 22

Debbie Alcusky 29

Janis Reedy 23

SEPTEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Tim and Jen Boucher

5

Jon and Sharon Thompson

5

George and Donna Stolasz

7

Andrew and Debbie Alcusky

12

William and Arlene Garrison

13

Conrad and Jacki Zahn

25

Michael and Patricia Wedda

30

WEDDING NEWS
Kelly Corteen McNelis and Maurice Paul Sarette were united
in Holy Matrimony on July 9 by Reverend Susan at Quidnesset
Country Club. Congratulations to the newlyweds; may they know
God’s blessings!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

5:30—HE

3

8:00 HE
9:30 HE

4

Labor Day

5
6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Group

6 9:00 HE &

7

Healing
service

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

8

4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support
Group

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

10 8:00
HE

Registration
for Sunday
Camp

10:00 HE

17 8:00
HE

Registration
for Sunday
Camp

10:00 HE

24 8:00
HE

9:45 Sunday
Camp

10:00 HE

11

12

7:00 Men’s
Group

18

14

Healing
service

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

Crafting group

19

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

6:30pm
Vestry

20 9:00 HE &

21

Healing
service

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9:30—2:00pm

5:30-8:00pm
WINGS

5:30—HE

13 9:00 HE &
9:30—2:00pm

Crafting group

15

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

26

27 9:00 HE &
Healing
service

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

16
Church
Beyond
the Walls
5:30—HE

22

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

25

9

23

5:30—HE

28

29

30

5:00-7:00pm
German
Dinner

5:30—HE

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship
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A PRAYER
A song of joy be in your heart
At the beginning of the day,
And at work and relaxation
God beside to guide the way;
And when the day is closing
And the moon shares its soft light
May your soul be filled with peace
Within the stillness of the night.
Anonymous

