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Sabbatical Part II - August
So here we are in month two. I am finally sleeping through the night without as much Advil. My knee is fine,
my ribs are much better, although occasionally twinge. My shoulder is still achy, and I have had trouble reaching behind
me without gasping. The doctor won’t let me start physical therapy yet, so I won’t lie – that is a frustration! But – deep
breaths – I will trust that it is all unfolding as it will. The big thing for this month is to start off with almost two weeks
on Block Island!
For those who do not know, Block Island is one of my most favorite places in God’s good creation. I hope you
all have a place you can go to in your mind that makes you smile and relaxes you. (I have been known to fall asleep at
the dentist – being asked “where WERE you just now, smiling and sighing?!”) This year has an added layer of poignancy.
Part of the reason I love this island so dearly is because I spent a lot of time there with my dad each summer for many
years. My mom liked BI, my dad LOVED BI. And so it was really fitting that we were there to honor one of his last
wishes to bring a tiny container of his ashes to the island.
My brother and sister and their families were also able to come to the island, as well as my best friend, so we
were a wonderful group of 17 of us between two rented houses. We played games, (laughing hysterically), we ate well, we
enjoyed cocktails, the kids rolled down the grassy hills and played at the beach. Some of us shopped, some went
swimming, some played Scrabble, while others looked for glass globes hidden around the island. We gazed at the stars
and the mainland outside in Adirondack chairs under the Milky Way. We had a chance to have leisurely conversations
with one another easily, naturally – not on facebook or texting or the phone – but face to face, making a puzzle, cutting
up fruit. Unhurried, not needing to be anywhere but right where we were, in the moment. What a gift!
Early one morning, we made our way up to the North Lighthouse and had a simple little service for Dad,
picking our way through the shifting sand and slippery rocks. There wasn’t a cloud in the sky – a perfect Block Island
day. We wended our way back to town for breakfast and had a lovely long table outside at “The Surf” where Dad and
Mom first stayed over 40 years ago – a fitting location. At our breakfast, I listened to the various conversations around
me –voices ages 3 to 66 – chatting about everything from preschools to colleges to retirement! The calm blue ocean was
just beyond our table, with stately ferries bringing people over to enjoy this wonderful island. And I knew profound
gratitude for the gift of family.
It shouldn’t surprise me by now, that the time in Block Island unveiled for me a different plan for my studio
and my jewelry. Going home, I was able to work with Brian to bring my studio to a wonderful place of organization and
happily begin enameling. So as this month wound down, my days have been split between enameling and preparing to
go on my pilgrimage to Scotland and England in September. I continue to read and marvel at those incredible Celts.
Keeping the hours is easy and such a blessing – the rhythm of my days is sweet. It feels holistic to have the time to be in
the moment, gently preparing and more importantly listening to where I am called to be. My shoulder
notwithstanding, I feel rested and far more peaceful than when you last saw me. This has been sacred and indeed, lifegiving time for me. And it is only 2/3’s of the way through!
I think of you often, and know you are hearing wonderful sermons from Don, Grace, Jim and Pam and
carrying on the work of the church, being faithful disciples. Know that I continue to pray for you as I hope you pray for
me.
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

WELCOME BACK, REV. SUSAN!!
It has been a long three-month period, for you and for us both! Now that it is coming to
an end, each and every one of your parishioners wish to tell you how much we are looking
forward to having you among us once more! We know that you have had many adventures,
which you will be sharing with us as the weeks go by. And we have had adventures as well,
both individually and collectively! Challenges have arisen and been faced. Illness has overtaken
some of us. But through prayer and fellowship and wonderful leadership we have grown in
spirit. You also have had spiritual growth and new insights and inspiration. So we will soon
meet, not as strangers, but also not as we were back in June when we saw you last. Thanks be
to God for bringing you home safely to us!

THANKS TO MANY FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Reverend Susan’s recent Sabbatical was made possible by a wonderful group
of supportive people who formed a net of worship and fellowship, keeping
parishioners up-to-date and meeting needs as they arose. So thanks are extended
to:
-Reverends Jim Bocchino, Pam Gregory, and Don Parker, for leading us in
worship and keeping us centered in God’s love.
-Deacon Grace Swinski, for serving as “hostess” and coordinator of weekend
services, making sure things ran smoothly, and for her thought-provoking sermons.
-Vestry members, for being visible during services each weekend and
assuring that parishioner concerns were addressed.
-Joan Pelletier, our Parish Administrator, who “held the fort” in the office
during each week, taking care of numerous small details and keeping lines of
communication smooth.
-And to all parishioners who helped in any way--Thank You!

8th Annual African Team Ministries
Handicraft Sale

We will be supporting orphans and displaced children in Kenya by selling handmade
items again this fall on two weekends! These beautiful items – jewelry, wooden and
fabric crafts, little instruments, baskets, scarves and more – will be set up after each of
our services. All the monies raised will be going right to African Team Ministries to
improve the lives of children who have been affected by the AIDS crisis. The dates
they will be available are September 30th & October 1st and October 7th and 8th Any
questions, just ask Michelle Bouchard-Gartner. And plan to stop by the table in the
Parish Hall and check the handicrafts out! They make unique Christmas gifts!

MEN’S GROUP NEWS
St. Thomas’ Men’s Group will hold its next meeting on Monday,
October 9th, in the Parish Hall at 6pm. The order of the night
will be roast beef sandwiches and a movie! A donation of $3 per
person is requested. All men of the parish are welcome--feel free
to bring a friend as well! And your ideas for future programs are
sought; we want to have a program that represents everyone’s
interests. See you there!

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare (klplamb24@gmail.com)
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
We welcome contributions of personal experiences and reflections.

YOUTH MINISTRY ANNOUNCED
Our Sunday Camp children will be involved in an exciting new ministry,
which kicks off October 1st. They will be collecting items which will be
distributed to the homeless who participate in a feeding ministry in
inner city areas. All St. Thomas’ members are invited to contribute to
the drive; a bin will be available in the parish hall. Suggested items
include toothpaste and toothbrushes, white tube socks, soaps with plastic soap
dishes, small containers of Gold Bond powder, and wrapped snacks such as Nabs.
At a future date, the children and adult volunteers will package the
items in large Ziploc bags, so that one bag can be distributed to each
person in need. When you do your weekly shopping, please pick up an
item or two to add to the box. Every contribution is appreciated.
Thanks!

WINGS TO ASSEMBLE COOKIE JARS
On Monday, October 16th, St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of
Growing Spiritually = You + Me!) will meet in the Parish Hall at 6pm. Our agenda will
include helping assemble the jars of cookie ingredients which will be sold at the
church bazaar in November. Careful measuring skills and artful display of the
contrasts of ingredients provide attractive items which catch the shoppers’ eyes.
Last year all the cookie jars assembled were sold, with the exception of one
variety. Please join other church women for fellowship as we once again discover
how much fun working together can be!

Stewardship – our annual pledge campaign
Life is good here at St. Thomas, don’t you think? For me and my family this year, we have found out first
hand, just how good the people here at St. Thomas are. I would personally like to continue this mission
so others can feel the love we have felt. This is one of the reasons I asked Rev. Susan if I could lead the
Stewardship Campaign for one more year.
I’d like to get down to basics…we can all use a review and we have many new people here at St.
Thomas’. As you know, (or might not know) this is the time of year, October and November, when we
have our annual pledge campaign.
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

What is a pledge? A pledge is our promise, to make a financial commitment to St. Thomas
Episcopal Church. It is not a financial contract. You will never be sent a bill, or be under a
financial obligation to fulfill your pledge. Let’s face it, things happen. During the year, if you
decide that you need to reduce or discontinue your pledge, that’s ok. (Just let us know so we
can adjust on our end also.) On the other hand, if you decide to increase your pledge…well
that’s ok too!!
Why are annual pledges important? Think about how you manage your finances at home. At St.
Thomas, we have mostly the same expenses as you have. Knowing ahead of time what our
income will be allows us to manage our money responsibly.
How does pledging fit in with stewardship? Financial pledging is just one part of stewardship
that provides for our ministries and the mission of St. Thomas. Ongoing support of the church’s
ministries will provide the foundation we need for this church to continue beyond our individual
lifetimes.
How much should I give with an annual pledge? Christian stewardship is grounded in the
understanding that our standard of giving should reflect our standard of living. Each of us is
called to consider making a pledge that is both responsible and significant based on his or her
financial situation. Consider this: Some people live simply, so other people can simply live.
What is proportional giving? Proportional giving is based on the premise that the “first fruits”
are given back to God in response to what God has given us. “All things come of thee, and of
thine own have we give thee.” (I Chronicles 29:14)
Why should I pledge when I already put money in the collection plate? Cash collected each
week does help to support the ongoing life of our parish. Pledges are very important, however,
because they allow us to plan responsibly and to establish a parish budget for the coming year.
If you put money in the collection plate, why not make it a firm commitment and put it in a
budget envelope each week? Remember, prayerful giving is a trust issue, trusting in the Lord
that He will provide you with what you need.
How exactly do I pledge? You will receive a pledge packet in the middle of October. If you do
not receive one, please ask Rev. Susan or any of the Vestry members. The packet will contain all
the information you need to make a prayerful pledge. If you still have questions, please feel
free to speak with Rev. Susan.

Who will know how much I am pledging? Privacy is of the utmost importance to us. The only
person who will see your pledge sheet is the Treasurer and Rev. Susan, who is kept “in the loop”
in case of financial need by someone in the parish.
I’d like to end with, and am asking you to pray, this Stewardship Prayer as you ask God for guidance
during this stewardship season.
●

God’s blessings to you all,
Jacki Zahn, Stewardship Chairperson
Loving God, we thank you for the rich abundance in our lives. Open our eyes to see that,
in being so blessed, we can, in turn, abundantly bless others. Open our hearts to feel the
powerful generosity of your Spirit and let go of our fear and judgment. Open our ears to hear the
needs of this church and community. Open our minds that, whenever called, we offer the world
our measureless love, our generous time, our unique talents and treasure. Quicken our hands
to your service, breathe your Spirit into us and touch us with the life of Christ. Amen

Are you tired of making out a check every week for your pledge? Never seem to have
the right denominations of bills to put into your envelope on Sunday? Or do you worry about
“making up” your pledge when you are away on vacation?
Well, now you can simplify things by making your pledge online! When you go to the St.
Thomas’ website (www.stthomasepiscopalri.org) there is now a blue button on the right-hand
side of the home page labeled “Give Online.” Clicking this button will link you to a secure site
where you can create an account and have the ability to make donations to your church home.
Donations can be made on a one-time or continuing basis. There is also a box with an option to
help defray the costs involved with credit card processing. Check it out!

AN INSPIRING MESSAGE FROM LUKE

Greetings from the Taiwanese island of
Kinmen! I have been here as a Fulbright
Scholar for two months now and Life is
GOOD! The mission of the Fulbright
program is “to create a world with a little
more knowledge and a little less conflict.”
I take this mission very seriously.
Although I really enjoy my job as a
teacher, the knowledge that, in reality, I
am doing so much more than showing up to class every day is what truly gives me both
motivation and joy while I am in Taiwan. I love this mission because it rings true to me, and it is
in my opinion that it is also the rationale behind Mark 12:31 “Love your neighbor as yourself”.
Aside from being good for its own sake, loving your neighbor as yourself has a practical
benefit that has become only more important to me while I am here. To put it simply, it is easier
to hurt or kill someone whom you do not love. In history, it was easy for governments to stir up
hatred among the population towards a faceless Jewish conspiracy during the Holocaust or the
horde of Ruskies during the Red Scare. Today we see this in the news on a daily basis, with the
perennial threat of terrorists invading our daily lives. These things scared people in history and
continue to scare us today because we do not know much about them. It is easier to motivate a
young Syrian man or woman to go kill Americans he or she knows nothing about, does not love,
and vice versa.
It is however, another and more difficult matter to hurt or kill someone you love, but it is
not impossible. Some of the most learned scholars of religion espouse Islamophobic or
homophobic views, using their advanced knowledge on the subject as justification for their
beliefs. So what are we to do, if it seems that either way we are doomed to be susceptible
towards violence? Using words Fulbright might be more comfortable with, we need to know
people of other cultures intimately. Using Jesus’ words to say the same thing, we need to love

people of other cultures as ourselves. Ignorance may fuel fear, and academic knowledge may
provide justification, but love will make war and violence impossible. I am in a country that is
considered pro-American, but many Fulbright programs exist in places where there is great
animosity towards the US. So, imagine a young child in Palestine, who is told every day at home
and on the street how evil America is, yet he is changed forever when he goes to school and is
taught by an American. A future casualty of the War on Terror has just been saved and given a
new outlook on Americans, because he has come to know one intimately. Similarly, imagine an
American college graduate with a grudge against Hispanics who is sent to Mexico to teach high
schoolers. I guarantee you she will have a different opinion upon her return to America.
It is easy to hate the image on the propaganda poster or in the news, but thankfully, it is
even easier to love the living, breathing human beings we come into contact with. This is why
we are called to love our neighbor as ourselves. Not only does this precept stop us from carrying
around hatred that in our daily life is fruitless and unnecessary, but it also prevents conflict. In
this new world where globalization has connected every far flung corner of the world, it is not
diplomacy or science that will save us, but LOVE.
Luke is the son of Jon and Sharon Thompson
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STEWARDSHIP DINNER
Join us please on Saturday, October 21st at 6:30pm as we combine fellowship
with good food at our annual Stewardship Dinner.
This year’s theme is

We will eat, talk, and share our experiences of how we can help those around
us…..It will be a wonderful evening and we hope you can attend!
This meal is free to all and will consist of a hearty chicken stew, biscuits, salad
and dessert – please see the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall.

During the month of October, we will be compiling a booklet with thoughts
and stories from our parishioners. How do you help those around you? What
have you been called to do to offer aid and support to your neighbors? What
ministries do you serve? How do you live your life in God’s name?
Please write down your thoughts and leave them in the box marked
“Stewardship Booklet”. It will make for some wonderful reading and insight
into how we, as a community, love our neighbors.
Or email to Sharon Thompson at tiredbuthappy@verizon.net
Thank You!

BAZAAR NEWS
This is our biggest fundraising event of the year and it takes a lot of hands to
make it work! It’s a great way for the entire St. Thomas’ family to come together
and contribute. At this time, we are in need of the following:
● $25 gift cards for our Raffle Tree. This year, we are going to have a small
Christmas tree decorated with 20 $25 gift cards. What a great prize that is!
Could you donate a gift card? Please see the list in the Parish Hall.
● Business Ads for our Booklet. Varying in price from $25 - $100. It is a
great way to support the Bazaar. Ads will reach hundreds of people.
Please see Deb Farrar.
● Penny Social Baskets. These baskets are always in high demand! We
will be compiling themed baskets and need your help in filling them. There
is a list on the Ministry Table.
We also need Medium and Large baskets.
● Our expanded Bake Table will be loaded with home baked delicacies. Do
you have a favorite cake, pie, cookie or bread that you would like to
donate? Nancy Miller is the person to see or sign up in the Parish Hall.
● Our Pantry is also expanded with dozens of jams, pickled goods, chutneys
and relishes. Fudge too!!!! Do you like to make fudge? Jam? Pickles? See
Marty Brown for more details.
● Secret Santa items are needed – NEW items suitable for the little ones to
wrap and give as Christmas gifts to their family. Please leave in Parish
Hall, marked “Secret Santa”.

FUDGE MAKING
We will be having a fudge making get together on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11 th
from 12PM – 4pm in the kitchen. This will be great fellowship for all and a
wonderful way to share your favorite recipe. See the sign-up sheet in the Parish
Hall.

BOOSTER ADS
For $1 per person, you can place a Booster Ad in our Booklet – Show your
support and help us have an even more prosperous Bazaar this year! See Karen
Pare.

Sign-up sheets will magically appear to work 2 hour shifts at the
Bazaar……..stay tuned!

It’s APPLE Season!!

That means it’s PIE Time!!
Every year, Steere Farm, on Austin Avenue in Greenville,
donates the apples for our pies.
This year, we will be selling them on October 21 st at the
Stewardship Dinner. We will also freeze a few
dozen for the Bazaar.
Many hands make light work and we will be preparing
these pies on

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20TH.
We will be cutting apples, rolling pastry and making
lots of pies from 12noon – 6pm.
Bring your own peeler and rolling pin! See sign-up sheet in the
Parish Hall or contact Sharon Thompson.

St. Thomas’ Day of Healing
Saturday October 28, 8:30am-2:30pm

Healing Service, 2:30pm

This is an event sponsored by The Diocese of RI, The International Order of St.
Luke, and St. Thomas’ Church.
There will be presentations and workshops related to God’s healing power,
opportunities to praise and worship the Lord, a Q&A session concerning
healing, awesome fellowship with people from all over New England!
The $15 registration fee covers your participation in two
workshops, “coffee and” snacks, and lunch.
You may choose two of these workshops:
The Healing Toolkit offered by Rev. Susan
Hearing the Voice of God – offered by Fritz Gorman
Healing Through Poetry – offered by Kathy
McNamara
Tapping Into The Power of the Holy Spirit For Healing And
Powerful Living – offered by Mary Perry and Fr. Don
A Healing Service open to the public (Free of course!) will
begin at 2:30. If you have never been prayed for at a healing service, come
check this out – people really do get healed!
Three ways to register: in suggested order of preference:
1. Click on the link below to Eventbright
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-day-of-healing-embracing-the-power-ofthe-holy-spirit-tickets-37043551259
2. Email or call Denyce at djohnson@travel-odyessey.com
401-333-0510
3. Sign up on the Ministry Table in the Parish Hall

It’s time to get your spook on at the HALLOWEEN VILLAGE
at ECC
Saturday, October 28th 1:00pm – 3:30pm
Several cabins will be transformed by parishes around the
Diocese – St. Thomas’ has the FISKE CABIN…….Volunteers
needed to help “Vamp” up the Space.

See Rev. Susan for more information!

Episcopal 101/Confirmation Classes

What does it mean to be an Episcopalian and an Anglican? Many of us come from different
traditions or from no church background at all. There are a lot of things that puzzle even
cradle Episcopalians! In this three-part series we will address questions about basic beliefs
and traditions in our church. Please come and be part of the discussion – we will all learn
something and we will get to know one another. There will be some homework each week –
but no tests! There will be two classes and one service project. (And this year I am offering a
choice of a weeknight or a Saturday morning for the classes!)
This series is especially appropriate for those considering Confirmation or Reception into the
Episcopal Church, which will be held at a service celebrated by Bishop Knisely on
December 17th. (Save the date if you are interested.) If you have questions about our faith
tradition – then this is the class for you!
Class #1
Saturday, Nov.11 th 9:00am – 11:00am or Monday, Nov. 13th 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Class #2
Saturday, Nov.25th 9:00am – 11:00am or Monday, Nov. 20th 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Class #3
For our service project we will be making lunches to bring down to Providence to hand out to anyone who is
hungry. The date for this event will be Sunday, December 10 th. The entire group will BE the committee to
organize and plan this event. We will discuss the types of food we might want to make to bring down to the
city at our classes ahead of time. (Stew? Soup? Sandwiches?) The time will be roughly 1:00pm to pack food,
going to the city for 2:00pm and back to church no later than 3:00pm. It never takes more than 15 minutes
to hand out the food we bring – especially if it is warm food on a chilly day! When we arrive back we will
take a little time to debrief and reflect about what this experience has been like.
Sign-up sheet for this series will be on the Ministry Table in the parish hall. If you have any
questions, you may ask Rev. Susan when she returns from her Sabbatical!

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Ian Wesnskowicz 4

Anne Todd 18

Alonzo Thurber 24

Celine Lavallee 5

Kate Kitada 20

Dorothy Hodnett 25

Jeffrey LeBlanc 5

Andrew Tessier 20

Ashley Fiske 26

Craig Derosier 6

Gregory Tessier 20

Christian Harris 27

Beth Trementozzi 11

Barbara Tessier 21

Callum Harris 27

MacKenzie Ray 13

Kristen Caine 23

Aaron Archambault 28

Amanda Scott 15

Michelle Bouchard-

Charles Miller 28

Jen Boucher 16

Gartner 24

Kylie Wells 17

Caitlyn Kelley 24

Lucien Tessier 28
Barbara Cormier 30

OCTOBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Antonio and Alicia Dias

12

Raymond and Roberta Duarte
Stephen and Gladys Kemp
Philip and Karen Pare

12

16

Peter and Wendy Grace
Dennis and Eliza Blais

12

19
23

William and Carol Inman

30
WEDDING NEWS

Congratulations to Kimberly Lynn Drew and Brett Ferrucci, who
were united in Holy Matrimony on Saturday, September 16. The
happy couple’s ceremony was performed at St. Thomas’ by Reverend
Pam Gregory. May Kim and Brett know God’s blessings each day of
their lives!

October 2017
Sun
1

Mon
2

8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE
African Team
Ministry Items
available after
services

8
8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE
African Team
Ministry Items
available after
services

15
8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

22
8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

Tue
3
6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Club

9

10

Wed
4 9:00 HE &

5

Healing service

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

16

17

23

6

5:30—HE
African Team
Ministry Items
available the
service

12

Crafting group

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

13

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support Group

6:30pm Vestry

5:30—HE

18 9:00 HE &

19

20

Healing service

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

12 noon-6:00pm
Apple Pie Baking

26

Healing service

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

Crafting group
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

21

Stewardship
Dinner

25 9:00 HE &
9:30—2:00pm

14

5:30—HE
6:30

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

7

Healing service

Crafting group

24

Sat

11 9:00 HE &

9:30—2:00pm

6:00-8:00pm
WINGS

Fri

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9:30—2:00pm
7:00 Men's
Group

Thu

27

28
“Day of
Healing”
9:00am3:30pm

Noon – 5:00pm
Youth Group at
ECC Event
5:30—HE

29 8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

1:30-3:00 Trunk
or Treat

30

31
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A PRAYER
For each step that I might take
Be my guide, O Lord of Life;
For each load that I might bear
Be my strength, O Lord of Life;
For each mountain I might face
Be my power, O Lord of Life;
For each river that might impede
Be my safety, O Lord of Life;
For each place where I might rest
Be my peace, O Lord of Life;
For each sunrise and sunset
Be my joy, O Lord of Life.
John Birch, faithandworship.com

