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Sabbatical Part III - September
So, we have arrived at the third and final month of my sabbatical! My time during the last part of my sabbatical was
spent in three parts. First, I joined a group of pilgrims in NYC and we traveled to Glasgow together. Clergy and laity mostly
from Maine, South Carolina, and Seattle – and one Rhode Islander! Joined together by a love of Celtic spirituality. After
arriving in Scotland, we journeyed 3 hours up to a remote coastal town. We caught a ferry for a one-hour ride to the island of
Mull. We then boarded a motor coach for another hour ride around this pretty island and boarded yet another ferry for a 15minute ride to the island of Iona. Finally! Almost 24 hours of travel ended with a meal of venison stew and sticky toffee
pudding and a tiny, comfortable room looking out at the ocean. Blissful!
We spent five days worshiping in the ancient Abbey, hiking around the island, and exploring, and learning all about
St. Columba. The only reason I wasn’t sad to leave was because I knew I would be returning later in the month. We then
traveled all along the coast up to the Isle of Skye and down the coast into England, going to various abbeys, ruins, the island
of Lindisfarne, (Holy Island), Dunfermline, Jarrow and ending in Durham. We were following the path of the saints, as we
learned about Cuthbert, Hilda, and Aiden. We worshiped in little churches, large cathedrals, and hotel rooms. We sang on the
bus, walking on the beach and amidst holy ruins. Our final night in Durham concluded with a celebratory dinner in a private
room in the Durham Castle, surrounded by tapestries dating back to the 1200’s. At the end of the evening, we worshipped in
the Chapel in the basement – built in 1080! Candles glowing everywhere made an unforgettable service that will stay with me
for a long time to come.
The next morning, we parted company as the group flew home and I boarded a train, traveling by myself across
England and Scotland. I had some awesome conversations along the way, enjoying the gorgeous scenery. After some great
adventures exploring Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Oban, I joined my next group of pilgrims, once again traveling over to Iona. I
felt like I was going home. We had a music workshop with John Bell – such a gift! And John Philip Newell taught us some
beautiful prayers and chants to use on an 8-mile pilgrimage hike around the island. We had a fireside chat with him nursing
glasses of local scotch, sitting by a lovely peat fire. It was such a magical time, listening to his hypnotic voice leading us in
prayer and telling stories.
And each day I snapped picture after picture of all the beauty around me. The island of Iona is only 3 miles by a mile
and a half. In every direction there was water – and sheep! Many, many sheep, along with highland cattle. I have never, ever
experienced such a variety of weather – mist, rain, driving rain, sun, rainbows, wind, incredibly driving rain, and wind – then
sun! Over and over every single day. It was exhilarating! (even though I lost 3 umbrellas before giving up.) The Scottish are a
hearty people.
With the gift of time, I could learn a lot more about Celtic spirituality and experience a rich variety of liturgies. I
cannot wait to share some of what I experienced with all of you, and even though I talk pretty fast – it will take a little time.
So, plan on joining me in January for a 4-part series on Celtic spirituality. And I promise I will weed through the 4,000+
photos I took and share just the cream of the crop! No one that knows me will be surprised to find I got the award for the
person who spent the most money in the bookstore – I shipped home 6 boxes of books – so we will be well supplied with
music, prayer, and liturgy books for the upcoming Celtic services – starting in January. And stay tuned – I have a big surprise
for you all coming in July!
Know that I prayed for you all in tiny chapels and large churches, ancient and modern. I lit candles for healing for
folks I knew who needed those prayers, and I prayed often prayers of thanksgiving for the wonderful community of St.
Thomas. And I felt upheld in prayer as I went along this path of pilgrimage, and will gratefully carry these precious memories
forward into my ministry. Thanks be to God!
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

Ham & Bean Supper

Come and join us for an old-fashioned Ham & Bean supper on Thursday November
2nd in the church hall from 5pm-7pm. There will be continuous serving, so feel free to
get the family together and join us after school and work. Ham and Beans will be
served with coleslaw, rolls, dessert and beverages. We will also have hot dogs for the
kids.
Please use the big sign-up sheet in the parish hall to assist us in determining how
many meals to prepare. We will have plenty of food anyway!!
Consider making a free will donation to offset the price of the meal. Come enjoy an
informal evening with fellow parishioners, and savor the food prepared by our famous
St. Thomas’ chefs!
MEN’S CLUB SCHEDULES A MEETING
The next meeting of St. Thomas’ Men’s Group will be held on Tuesday, November 14th, in
the downstairs Sunday School at 7pm. Please note the change of date from the usual Monday time
slot! All men of the church are invited to come and share the fellowship and support of their fellow
parishioners. And wow! can we talk! Join us on the 14th and discover this for yourself. Questions?
See Russell Couture.

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare (klplamb24@gmail.com)
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
We welcome contributions of personal experiences and reflections.

Stewardship – our annual pledge campaign
During our continuing Stewardship Campaign, I’d like to remind you that you will be soon
receiving your Pledge Packets. At the Stewardship Dinner last month, we thought about why
we choose to support St. Thomas with our time, talent and treasure. We have recently heard
from Rev. Susan and Henry Dziadosz and their views on stewardship and tithing. You will
hear from more speakers in the weeks to come.
At the last Diocesan Council Meeting Bishop Knisely reviewed some disturbing statistics
regarding the roadblocks Episcopal churches will be facing in the years ahead. Presently St.
Thomas is a thriving ministry but with dwindling numbers in congregations being the norm we
will be hard pressed to stay a vibrant community.
We will need to continue to attract newcomers and draw from the younger generation to
continue our mission. For the present we need to support programs and ministries currently
offered at St. Thomas. We are blessed to have a full-time vicar who delights in her “peeps”
and persists in offering new ways to express our spiritually. Let’s offer this hope to others who
will come after us.
I ask you to prayerfully consider your pledge for the upcoming year. Be a cheerful giver, for
God wants us to take pleasure in our giving. Cheerful giving is a measure of our love and
thankfulness for all He gives us.
On Sunday, December 3rd at 9:00 AM, we will gather for a Gratitude Breakfast to give thanks
for our mission at St. Thomas’ Church and for our lives as stewards of God's gifts. I am honored
that you and I share a part of our lives in this Christian community.
Faithfully,
Jacki Zahn
Stewardship chair

Questions to ponder during
Stewardship Season………
During our Stewardship dinner, held on October 21,
we asked some thought provoking questions of our
diners. Many, wrote down personal responses to
these questions to share with the entire parish. Here
are some of those responses:

How do you help those around you?
Encourage others to give their time and resources
Praying for the healing of others
Assessing and helping people that have needs greater than my own
Serving the less fortunate in our community: City Camp, Church Beyond the Walls
Praying for those I know and those I do not know
Being helpful, compassionate, and patient with others
Being there to talk, to listen
Helping my neighbors in Jesus’ name
Doing God’s work in my community
I try my best not to look past difficulties of others and be available to offer a hand
Help in any way as needed
Serving meals at meal sites for the homeless. Talk to people. Be kind. Greet people with a
smile
Offering a warm smile and a warm heart
Phone calls to show support if I cannot be there in person
I try to listen and be supportive
Offer emotional support
Daily prayer
Give help when I can
Serve with God’s love
My “neighbors” are the people Jesus has placed in my path of life
Use your God-given talents to help others
Caring about others
Teaching our children whatever we can about life
Try to look at people and acknowledge they are loved by God – just as much as I am
Doing God’s work and spreading his love
Serving with LOVE

What have you been called to do to offer aid and support to your
neighbors?
Giving rides to my neighbors
Helping and watching out for my neighbors
Emergency care
Support during grief
Making meals, delivering food
Offering encouragement when needed
Accepting their help when offered
Babysitting children, caring for the elderly
Companionship
Sending cards with thoughts and prayers

What ministries do you serve?
Altar Guild
Church Beyond the Walls
Bazaar
LEV
Prayer group
City Camp
Bible Study group
Bulletin folding
Vestry
Ushering
Outreach
Capital Campaign
Animal Outreach
Order of St. Luke & Healing

How do you live your life in God’s name?
I ask God every day to do his work and to lead me to those who need me
Through daily prayer
I call on Jesus for guidance in my daily life
The best that I can
I try to love and listen, even when I don’t agree
I never judge, as Jesus did not
I am respectful
I try to see the good in ALL people
I live my life in God’s way by being kind and loving to everyone
I try not to be judgmental
I try to be a good servant

Is loving and helping your neighbors in Jesus’ name different than just
being a good neighbor?
Treating ALL neighbors on an equal plane. Being kind to all
No, I am called to help all, regardless of their beliefs. I try to be kind to everyone
Helping people in Jesus’ name is a step above being a good neighbor
Yes, loving and helping my neighbors in Jesus’ name makes me more accepting and
tolerant
Living in Jesus’ name does not come easy at all. Being a good neighbor does
Yes
Absolutely! We serve others in the name of the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

Who is my neighbor?
Everyone is my neighbor
My church community
All walks of life!
My friends. My family

Episcopal 101/Confirmation Classes

What does it mean to be an Episcopalian and an Anglican? Many of us come from
different traditions or from no church background at all. There are a lot of things that
puzzle even cradle Episcopalians! In this three-part series we will address questions about
basic beliefs and traditions in our church. Please come and be part of the discussion – we
will all learn something and we will get to know one another. There will be some
homework each week – but no tests! There will be two classes and one service project.
(And this year I am offering a choice of a weeknight or a Saturday morning for the
classes!)
This series is especially appropriate for those considering Confirmation or Reception into
the Episcopal Church, which will be held at a service celebrated by Bishop Knisely on
December 17th. (Save the date if you are interested.) If you have questions about our faith
tradition – then this is the class for you!
Class #1
Saturday, Nov. 11 th 9:00am – 11:00am or Monday, Nov. 13th 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Class #2
Saturday, Nov. 25th 9:00am – 11:00am or Monday, Nov. 20th 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Class #3
For our service project we will be making lunches to bring down to Providence to hand out to anyone who is
hungry. The date for this event will be Sunday, December 10th. The entire group will BE the committee to
organize and plan this event. We will discuss the types of food we might want to make to bring down to the
city at our classes ahead of time. (Stew? Soup? Sandwiches?) The time will be roughly 1:00pm to pack
food, going to the city for 2:00pm and back to church no later than 3:00pm. It never takes more than 15
minutes to hand out the food we bring – especially if it is warm food on a chilly day! When we arrive back
we will take a little time to debrief and reflect about what this experience has been like.
Sign-up sheet for this series is on the Ministry Table in the parish hall. If you have any
questions, call Rev. Susan at 764-0165.

“We gather together…”

Sunday Camp outreaCh projeCt
One of our Outreach traditions at St. Thomas’ is to put together Thanksgiving Baskets for
people who might not be able to afford a special Thanksgiving dinner. This year our
Sunday camp classes are organizing, collecting, sorting and packing the boxes! (If YOU
know of anyone who might need such a basket – let Rev. Susan know ASAP!) There are
sign-up sheets on the Outreach bulletin board in the parish hall for all of the many
components of our baskets. Please deliver groceries and gift cards to the specially marked
bins in the Rectory on Wednesday from 9:00am – 4:00pm (Joan’s hours) OR after the
5:30pm Saturday night service or on Sunday morning right into the Parish Hall so
everything doesn’t get mixed up with the bazaar!
We need everything by 11:00am on Sunday Nov. 19th. Our youngest members of the
parish will assemble the baskets right after the 10:00am service. Thank you in advance for
your generosity. 30 families will be able to enjoy a Thanksgiving meal because of your
kindness!

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Wed., 9am-4pm, or by appointment

By the time you read this, the bazaar will be just
days away….
Friday, November 17th 4pm - 8pm
Saturday, November 18th 8am - 4pm

See the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall for ways that
you can help make this our most successful Bazaar yet!
Come to the Bazaar…….Tell your neighbors, friends, and family!
A dozen CRAFT TABLES with great quality hand-crafted items. Something for
everyone - including pets! Themed Christmas trees, wreaths, and beautiful
ornaments.
BAKE TABLES loaded with homemade cookies, pastries, breads, and pies.
Try our Maids of Honors!
A PANTRY filled with homemade jams, jellies, lollipops, fudge, and pickles.
Two PENNY SOCIALS - one for adults and one for the kids! Great prizes!
A SECRET SANTA room for the kids, where they can make holiday crafts and do
their own Christmas shopping.
Our CAFE will be serving dinner Friday and lunch on Saturday. Made from scratch
chicken pot pie, shepherd’s pie, French meat pie, chili, lasagna, and so much more!
Meals start at $5.
RAFFLES: A beautiful handmade quilt and a Gift Card Tree loaded with $500 worth
of gift cards! Free door prize ticket for the chance to win a great Thanksgiving
Basket!

SEE YOU THERE!!

St. Thomas’ will be celebrating a Eucharistic service on Thanksgiving Eve, which falls
on Wednesday November 22nd this year. This joyful service will be held at 7:00pm,
with music provided by our own Brian Larkin. Come and celebrate this season of
gratitude as we reflect on all of our many blessings. Let us stop and take a moment in
our preparations for Thanksgiving Day to praise our Creator for all that we have, and
all that we are. Join us!

A MINISTRY OF GIVING
Our next Church Beyond the Walls ministry is scheduled
for Saturday, November 25th. The group meets first at the
Episcopal Diocese building to prepare sandwiches for the meal
after the service.
Next we travel to Burnside Park in downtown Providence,
where a Holy Eucharist Service is celebrated, followed by hospitality (feeding) and
fellowship. All are invited to participate in any or all of the day’s events. Whatever
time you can give will be deeply appreciated!
You may sign up in the Parish Hall or see Deb Farrar for details (231-8857).

We’re not that different from Joseph. True, we may not be part of a story that will be
remembered for all time, but like Joseph, we encounter circumstances that we’d never
choose for ourselves. At times, it can be tempting just to walk away, but Joseph provides us
a great example of humbly obeying God even when we don’t understand, faithfully moving
forward in the strength that God provides. As our Advent Study this year, we will join Adam
Hamilton as he examines Christmas through the eyes of Joseph, and learn to accept and
glorify God’s will even when our situation makes it difficult to do so.
We will watch a short DVD clip each week that will help us understand some things about
Joseph – including raising a child that is not your own and the journey to Bethlehem. The
video segments are approximately 10-12 minutes each and, when combined with the book,
make an ideal four-week group study. All videos sessions are closed captioned. Offered at
night on Wednesday and also during the day on Thursday.
Please sign up so we can order enough books (AND the books are on us!)
Session #1 = Wednesday, November 29th 7:00-8:15pm
= Thursday, November 30th 10:00-11:15am
Session #2 = Wednesday, December 6th 7:00-8:15pm
= Thursday, December 7th 10:00-11:15am
Session #3 = Wednesday, December 13th 7:00-8:15pm
= Thursday, December 14th 10:00-11:15am
Session #4 = Wednesday, December 20th 7:00-8:15pm
= Thursday, December 21st 10:00-11:15am

Gratitude Sunday!
“Love God, Love our Neighbor”

The Stewardship Committee is planning a festive breakfast on Gratitude
Sunday -- December 3rd -- between the services. We will celebrate the
conclusion of our Stewardship Campaign on that day. This complimentary
breakfast is offered in joyful gratitude for our parish family. The breakfast will
be served from 8:45-9:45. If you would like to bring something to share that
morning, feel free to use the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in the parish
hall. But it certainly isn’t necessary! This will be a wonderful way to kick off
our Advent season in a spirit of thankfulness.
Plan on joining us as we rejoice in all of our many blessings!

PLAN NOW FOR COOKIE SALE!!

Save the date! Our annual St. Thomas’ Cookie Sale will be held on Saturday, December
16th, from 9:00am until noon, or until the cookies last! That gives you plenty of time to
dig out your favorite Christmas cookie recipes and have fun baking away. The Cookie
Sale is open to the public and offering a wide variety of choices will ensure many happy
customers! NOTICE THE LATER DATE… We think it will result in more sales as we
get closer to Christmas! (AND it gives you an extra week to bake for us!)
A sign-up sheet will be posted on the Ministry Table of the Parish Hall. For more
information, please see Deb Farrar. Thanks!

WINGS TO HELP WITH BAZAAR PREP
St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women In Need of Growing Spiritually) will meet one week
earlier than usual in November, on Monday the 13th at 6pm, to help with Bazaar preparation in the
Parish Hall. All sorts of last-minute, behind-the-scenes activities will be taking place, from cooking
to decorating and arranging the items for sale to making a few last items. We will be under the
direction of Sharon Thompson, Bazaar chief, who will find lots for us to do! As a bonus, we will get a
sneak peek at many of the wonderful items which will be for sale at the Bazaar that weekend. Join
us for fun and fellowship!
WINGS will not meet in December, due to the busyness of the season, but members are
encouraged to attend the Advent programs which will highlight the month.

IN MEMORIAM
Condolences are extended to the family of Elaine Passano, a member of St. Thomas’
until she experienced serious health issues, who died on September 27th. Her funeral
was conducted by Father Don at Anderson Winfield Funeral Home on September 29th.
She is survived by her husband Walter, a brother, and nieces and nephews.
Our St. Thomas’ family mourns the loss of parishioner Conrad Zahn, husband of Jacki, on October
13th. Conrad “wore many hats” as an Army veteran, a Police Officer, and TSA Supervisor, among many
others. His funeral was held at St. Thomas’ on October 17th, conducted by Reverend Susan and Reverend
Meghan Brower preaching. Thoughts and prayers go to Jacki, Conrad’s children and grandchildren, and
members of his extended family.
And long-time beloved parishioner Bill Tower died on October 20th after a long period of poor
health. Bill leaves behind his wife Deb, two children and two grandchildren, as well as extended family. Bill
had been a teacher, but loved his outdoor time with his horses. Reverend Susan led his funeral service on
October 24th. Our Christian sympathies are extended to Deb and her family.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Patricia Toracinta 2

Rhonda Kehoe 13

Harry Anderson 22

Nancy Burton 3

Forrest Crooks 14

Kathrine DiMillo 22

Douglas Leclerc 3

Stephen Kemp 14

Adelaide Harris 23

Ruth Lambert 4

Jessica Plante 17

Karen Pare 24

Christopher Todd 5

Jeffrey Tessier 17

Leigh-Ann Plante 24

Chris Todd 6

Timothy Kane 18

Carol Dickinson 25

Taylor Coupe 9

Nathaniel Leclerc 18

Judy Chase 28

Kaydence Coupe 11

Michael Spaziano 18

Dom Whitten 29

Cynthia Johnson 12

Cheryl Thompson 18

Charlie Harris 30

Jeffrey Gales 13

Elijah Toure 30

NOVEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Ron and Cheryl Hodgins

6

Michael and Tiffani Herchen
Shawn and Amanda Scott
Dennis and Melanie Kohler
Maury and Nan Boulais

10

11
25

27

WEDDING CELEBRATION
Congratulations to Maureen Fitzpatrick and Vestry member Ryan McNelis,
who were united in Holy Matrimony on Saturday, October 7 at St. Thomas’!
Their wedding ceremony was conducted by Reverend Susan. May God’s
blessings be upon Maureen and Ryan each day!

2017 Christmas Flower
Dedication
The beautiful poinsettias, greenery and other plants that will adorn our sanctuary, narthex and nave will be a
special part of the celebration of Christmas at St. Thomas’ Church. We invite all parishioners to share in the
experience through a memorial or thanksgiving gift. The amount of your donation is up to you. Names of the
loved ones you honor or remember will be printed in the Christmas bulletins. Flower Dedication forms are in
this edition of our newsletter and are also available in the narthex (entry of the church). They are due in the
Parish office no later than December 11th if you desire the names of your loved ones to be in the Christmas
bulletins. Let us join together to beautify our worship space to God’s glory this Christmas season!
To contribute to the flowers, fill out the attached form and drop in the plate on Sunday or mail it to the
parish office with your donation. Please honor the deadline and have your donations in by Dec. 11 th!
*****************************************************************************************
Please make checks payable to St. Thomas’ with “Christmas flowers” in the memo line.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
In memory of
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
AND/OR
In thanksgiving for
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Your name and phone number ___________________________________________________________
RETURN THIS FORM TO: St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828

November 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1 9:00 HE &

2

9:30—2:00pm

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

Healing service
Crafting group
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5

6

8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

7

8 9:00 HE &

Healing service

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Club

Thu

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5:00-7:00pm
Ham & Bean
Supper
9

Fri
3

6:00pm
Diocesan
Convention

10

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

Sat
4
9:00pm
Diocesan
Convention
5:30—HE

11
9-11am
Episcopal 101
Class #1
4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support Group

6:30pm Vestry

6:00-8:00pm
Newcomer
Dinner

16

17

18

HollyBerry
Bazaar!!
4:00 – 8:00pm

HollyBerry
Bazaar!!
8:00 – 4:00pm

5:30—HE

12
8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

.

Bazaar Set-up

13
6:00-8:00pm
WINGS
Bazaar Set-up

14

Bazaar Set-up

15 9:00 HE &

Healing service

Bazaar Set-up
Bazaar Set-up

.

7:00-9:00
Episcopal 101
Class #1

7:00pm

Men’s Group
Sunday Camp
room

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

19

20

21

22

8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

7:00-9:00
Episcopal 101
Class #2

26

27

8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting
8:00 Healing
Service

10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

23

29
15 9:00 HE &
Healing service
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

25
9:00-11:00am
Episcopal 101
Class #2

7:00 pm
Thanksgivin
g Service

28

24

5:30—HE

30
10:00-11:15pm
School of
Discipleship
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A Collect for Thanksgiving Day
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the
fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors of those who
harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great
bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all
who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

BCP

