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Once again, the annual bazaar that we have just experienced as a parish has gone beyond our
expectations! It is such a treat to open our doors to the wider community and host a joyful and successful
event. All of the many people who have crafted, cooked, baked, and contributed in so many ways are to
be commended. And for all of you who manned the tables and served the meals and participated in such
a wonderful weekend – we are so blessed by your presence and willingness to serve. Gratitude is
especially extended to Sharon Thompson and her team who made this weekend so very special. Some of
Sharon’s family were here from London helping out – those delightful British accents were heard upstairs
and down – what a treat! Please know that if you contributed in any way at all to our incredible bazaar –
we give you a heartfelt “thank-you!”
It always seems that our bazaar weekend falls on the weekend of our “Thanksgiving Baskets” outreach
project. So, in the midst of selling things from the bazaar on Sunday morning, there were many people
bustling around creating the beautiful baskets of groceries for local families. Our deacon, Grace, helped
to make sure we had all of the components for a complete meal in each basket. Several things stand out
for me from that hectic and bustling morning. One, the Sunday Camp children and any adults who were
so moved created notes and cards to tuck into the baskets. A brand-new parishioner fashioned tags to tie
onto the front of each basket. What a beautiful touch! Two, when we were short of gift cards for turkeys
for the baskets, a kind parishioner came by and offered to give us twelve turkeys! We were short 14 gift
cards – a few minutes later, someone handed me two gift cards – wow! God is good, all the time. Three –
while condensing the bake sale and pantry table, Sharon and some of the others working with her,
brought over homemade candy, breads, fudge, jams and jellies to add to each basket. I imagine that
receiving one of these Thanksgiving baskets was so appreciated with all of these special additions to
make it more festive.
But the thing that will stick with me from that morning, that exemplifies our St. Thomas’ generosity, was
when one of the recipients came to pick up her basket. She asked for prayers for her grandmother, who
is quite ill in the hospital. Without hesitating, Sharon went over to the Christmas area and took one of the
lovely decorated trees to send with this young woman for her grandmother. She also chose a few items to
tuck in for her children. What a wonderful moment of showing God’s love to another!
We have been blessed indeed at this parish with a spirit of cooperation, teamwork and sharing of our
gifts and talents. And while the money generated by such a successful bazaar is certainly welcome and
needed for our budget – the fellowship, goodwill and love shown during the bazaar and in creating
Thanksgiving baskets is far more valuable and significant. Well done!
Advent Blessings, Rev. Susan+

Gratitude Sunday!
“Love God, Love our Neighbor”

Please join us for breakfast on Sunday, December 3rd at 8:45 AM so we can celebrate the
generosity of all St. Thomas’ Church parishioners who give of their time, treasure and
talent. If you would like to bring something to share, please do but we will have quiches
and frittatas for everyone!

Stewardship Update – Thank you to all of you who have turned in pledges for 2018! If
you haven’t done so, please get them in as soon as possible so the “financial folks” can
come up with a budget for the Annual Meeting. So far $88,371 has been pledged for the
ministry and mission of St. Thomas’ for 2018. Of the 62 pledges already received, 5
families have lowered their pledge from last year, (-$3,639.); 26 families have raised their
pledges, (+$4,952.); and there are 3 new pledges, ($3,800).
Our breakfast will be a wonderful way to kick off our Advent season in a spirit of
thankfulness.
Plan on joining us as we rejoice in all of our many blessings!

Remember to submit your 2018 Pledge Card!!
We will be providing Offertory Envelopes to everyone who wants them
and submits a 2018 pledge. They will be available in the back of the church
on Christmas Eve. If you have not already made your 2018 pledge, please
return your card in the plate on Sunday or mail it to the church office.
Your Vestry leadership is working hard at crafting our budget for next year. Additional pledge
packets are available in the entrance of the church, or by contacting the office (office@stthom
asepiscopalri.org ) and one can be sent to you. You can also contact our Stewardship chairperson,
Jacki Zahn or Rev’d Susan with any questions. Thank you for your generosity and commitment to the
ministry of God in this faith community!

Just a reminder about our Advent series
on Wednesday night or Thursday morning!
Session #1 = Wednesday, November 29th 7:00-8:15pm
= Thursday, November 30th 10:00-11:15am
Session #2 = Wednesday, December 6th 7:00-8:15pm
= Thursday, December 7th 10:00-11:15am
Session #3 = Wednesday, December 13th 7:00-8:15pm
= Thursday, December 14th 10:00-11:15am
Session #4 = Wednesday, December 20th 7:00-8:15pm
= Thursday, December 21st 10:00-11:15am

PLAN NOW FOR COOKIE SALE!!
Save the date! Our annual St. Thomas’ Cookie Sale will
be held on Saturday, December 16th, from 9:00am until
noon, or until the cookies last! That gives you plenty of time to dig out your favorite
Christmas cookie recipes and have fun baking away. The Cookie Sale is open to the
public and offering a wide variety of choices will ensure many happy customers!
A sign-up sheet will be posted on the Ministry Table of the Parish Hall. For more
information, please see Deb Farrar.

Advent Lessons & Carols
Sunday December 3rd, 4:00pm

"Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be
our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the
message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto
Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger..."
So begins the heart-catching Service of Advent Lessons and Carols,
a beloved service one can find being used, in some form or another
by Anglicans throughout the world. Why is it so compelling? Is it the
beautiful sacred spaces in England that are associated with it, in
services broadcast annually by the BBC and re-broadcast by PBS?
No. The service originated in a cathedral, but the cathedral, Truro, was at the
time a wooden shed and resembled not even faintly the cathedral that it is
today. Is it the exquisite music? It, too, is beautiful, but I don’t think so. I
believe that the deeper power of this service lies first in its lessons that pierce
the human heart and fill it, too.
The Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols provides an opportunity for Brian
Larkin and the choir of our parish to gather and lead us in marking the
beginning of the church year and to sharpen our focus on Advent, a season of
preparation leading us to a fuller understanding of our celebration of the
Nativity, which is to come.
Come hear again the readings from Holy Scripture that tell the story of the fall
in the garden of Eden and God’s ensuing promise of redemption through the
birth, life, death, and resurrection of his Son, Jesus. The choral music offered by
the choir and the congregational hymns are chosen to reflect on these passages
and meant to help anchor us more securely in heart and mind as we wait with
joyful expectation for the coming of our Lord and Savior. Who might you invite
to join us?
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Don’t ever say there is no God!
On October 20, 2017, I awoke to a beautiful, sunny fall day. I readied myself for the day, and then
proceeded to go to the nursing home to see my love, Bill. As many of you know, I did this almost every day.
As I started out on the road and noticed the beautiful clear blue sky and the bright sun making the fall colors
shine, the thought came to me that this was a “Bill kind of day”. (If he only could, he would have loved to be
out in the yard puttering around and enjoying just this type of day.) Most days I struggled through my own
pain to get to the nursing home, but today I didn’t seem to have that usual struggle. I remember thinking
that something was different about this day. I knew Bill was near end of life and wanted to be
by his side just as I had been for the past 48+ years.
As I entered his room I found him much the same as he had been the day before, but I
sensed something was different. I was holding his hand and without even thinking of saying it,
I told him that I loved him, we all loved him and always would, but if he had to go that it was
okay, and I’d be fine - we’d all be fine. I don’t want you to worry about us, so if you have to
leave it is okay. (I even said all this without a tear, me who cries at the drop of a hat!) I know
Bill hated being held captive by his post-stroke body, his need for his wheelchair and his
inability to converse with everyone as he wanted to. I asked God to not let him suffer any longer. He had
suffered enough.
As I sat there I looked up and saw his two Hospice aides standing in the doorway. They weren’t
scheduled to be there at that time, but they were both in the building and had a few extra moments and
decided to come and see us. We had a lovely visit talking about family and memories of our times together.
And while Bill didn’t say anything, I knew he was hearing every word and wishing he could have chimed in
with his own memories. These gals were his kind of people. They always made him smile.
After a few minutes, Bill started to breathe a little heavier, and I reached over and told him all was
okay and to just relax. The aides looked at each other and suggested that they wash him up and give him a
new johnny and asked if I would step out for a moment to give them space. (His room was very small.) I
agreed and they set a chair just outside his door for me to sit on. After sitting there just a few minutes, I
looked up and saw my dearest friend, Janet, coming down the hall. As she approached me she said she had
come to water the plants at the nursing home, something she did every week. But she always came in the
morning, and this was afternoon. I told her that I thought Bill’s time to leave us was near. Just about then
the nurse came down the hall and went directly into Bill’s room without saying a word. I knew then that he
had left us, and told Janet my feelings. The nurse soon came out and confirmed that Bill had died.
I called our children and told them the news while Janet called Reverend Susan. I had time then to
reflect on the way the day had started and everything that had happened since, and realized that I walked
that day down a path God had set before me. It was as clear as the day itself. He strengthened me
physically, emotionally and spiritually so I could find peace and joy. He sat beside us (Bill and me) and one by
one he sent to me people who could also help me through the day, from my awakening to the end of the day.
( I don’t know how He did it, but I never saw the Hospice aides leave his room. ) Our daughter arrived soon
after, then my sister-in-law who had not intended to come to the nursing home that day. The “thought” just
came to her as she was driving nearby. As I sat there with them and Bill, I said – Don’t ever tell me there is no
God – because I felt His presence this day and walked the path He had set before me, guiding me through

this difficult time. Bill didn’t suffer, he went quietly and peacefully and I was able to let him
go with our Father with joy and peace and love. I miss him terribly and always will but I am
so happy he is Free. He isn’t held captive any longer and I know he is having the journey of
his life, enjoying every minute of it.

It was really a “Bill kind of day”. My thoughts, words and actions were all being
guided by God as were those of the people He sent to me, even though none of us realized
it at the time. All of that beautiful day was perfectly orchestrated by our Lord. So please don’t ever say there
is no God. Be open to being led by Him because the path He sets before each of us is filled with love and joy
and peace. Let your ears hear and your eyes see the glory of His ways.
God Bless you all. Thank you for all your prayers and thoughts for Bill, myself and our family during
these last few years.
Deb Tower

Upcoming Dates
For Baptism

Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 7, 2018
Great Vigil of Easter
Saturday, March 31, 2018
The Day of Pentecost
Sunday, May 20, 2018
Please speak with Rev. Susan
for more information.

The Bishop is coming!
It's easy, even for Episcopalians, to forget the significance of the name of
our church. We are the Episcopal Church. All right, we know that. But what
does that actually mean? The "Episcopal" in Episcopal Church means that we
have bishops. The New Testament Greek word episcopos (overseer) is what we
call "bishop" in English.
This is all relevant because we will welcome our bishop, the Right
Reverend Nicholas Knisely, on Sunday December 17th at our 8:00am and
10:00am services. He is the Thirteenth Bishop of Rhode Island. Bishops visit
each church in their diocese at least once every two years. One of the ministries
of the bishop is to be a sign of unity in the church, shepherding the church
(that's why they carry a crosier, or staff), and guarding our faith.
Bishops are ordained by other bishops, who are ordained by other
bishops, who are ordained by other bishops, all the way back to St. Peter! Thus
bishops show the continuity of the church's ministry all the way back to the
time of Jesus Christ. As we get to experience worship with Bishop Knisely and
hear his thoughts about our diocese, I think it is an incredibly exciting time for
all of us. He truly feels that it is his job and the work of the diocese to support
the parishes and missions of his diocese. I think this is really exhilarating!
Please plan on coming to either service. There will be Confirmations and
Receptions of members of our parish at the 10:00am service. And plan to
attend the Coffee Hour after each of the services, where our bishop will be glad
to answer any questions you might have about the Episcopal Church, our
diocese, our parish or the work of a bishop. He will also be speaking with us
about some of our challenges as we grow as a community. As we gather
together let us show Bishop Knisely our famous St. Thomas’ spirit and
hospitality!
Advent Blessings,
Rev. Susan+
Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare (klplamb24@gmail.com)
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
We welcome contributions of personal experiences and reflections

.

A Service of Light

The holidays can be a difficult time for anyone who has suffered loss or hurt. Many congregations
across the country now offer a special service to recognize that reality. Often called a “Blue
Christmas” or “A Service of Comfort”, WE have chosen to call ours “A Service of Light”.
Sometimes our culture calls us to feel jolly and festive and we simply do not feel that way. By
gathering in sacred space, we can recognize the depth of the season and help process those feelings
that might be held within during the holidays. By doing so, we can all celebrate more fully, knowing
we have acknowledged those who are no longer with us. This is a service that incorporates silence,
hauntingly beautiful music and the gradual lighting of candles to help dispel the darkness of the
longest night of the year, Thursday, December 21st. Coming together, we can provide comfort and
hope for one another. This service starts at 7:00pm and all are welcome to join us at this simple,
peaceful service.

Gathering prayer: God of mercy, hear our prayer this Advent season for ourselves and for our

families who live with painful thoughts and memories of loss. We ask for strength for today, courage
for tomorrow and peace for the past. We ask these things in the name of your Christ who shares
our lives in joy and sorrow; death and new birth; despair and promise. And may the God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace that we may abound in hope in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Christmas serviCes
Sunday 12/24/17
Advent IV

8:00am quiet, said service without music
10:00am service canceled!
Christmas Eve

Eve of the Feast of our Lord’s Nativity

12:00 noon Holy Eucharist, with music.

This service will include Christmas hymns & carols.

5:00 pm Holy Eucharist, with music.

The Liturgy of the Word will include the
telling of the Christmas Story while the
children place the figures into the Crèche.

10:00pm Holy Eucharist, with music.

This service will include the choir & candlelight.

Christmas Day, Monday 12/25/17
Feast of our Lord’s Nativity

10:00am Holy Eucharist.
This service is a traditional Christmas morning
service with quiet, instrumental Christmas music

WINGS NOTE: There will be no meeting of St. Thomas’ WINGS group in December, but members are
encouraged to attend the Advent program and other seasonal events as well. Come join us on
January 15 as we kick off the new year with preparation of a hot meal to be served at Church
Beyond the Walls.

BAZAAR NEWS
Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s
Bazaar!
It was a GREAT success!
The atmosphere was wonderful – with more than 500
people passing through our red doors and 283 meals
served……
The Craft Tables, Pantry and Bake Tables were filled with
so much goodness and our Raffles and Penny Socials
had awesome prizes. The kids had a blast in the Secret
Santa Room and our little furry friends were delighted
with their treats, beds and catnip!

Thank you ALL!
If you are interested in chairing the 2018 Bazaar, please let
Rev. Susan know or call Sharon Thompson at 263-0060.
And thinking way ahead!! The next bazaar seems so far away! But you can help
now by saving your used Christmas cards, which the crafting group will make into
gift tags to sell in 2018. Look for the box decorated with Christmas wrapping
paper in the parish hall, or see Marty Brown between Sunday services or after
the 10am service. She will be glad to make arrangements to pick your cards up
at home if you are unable to attend church and wish to donate (949-1272). Feel
free to submit just the front of the card if you wish to keep the personal
message inside. Thanks!

Notice of our Annual Meeting
Pursuant to the By-Laws of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
The Annual Meeting of the parish will be held on

Sunday, January 21, 2018

At St. Thomas’ Church, 1 Smith Ave. Greenville, RI
Commencing at 11:30 am

Business to be transacted at the meeting shall include:
1. Annual Reports of the Rector, Wardens, and Committees
2. Presentation of the proposed 2018 Budget
3. Election of new Vestry members and Diocesan Delegates to
Deanery and Convention.

Parish Ministry Annual Reports from 2017
If you are a leader of a ministry here at St. Thomas’, now is the time to
begin thinking about your Annual Report to the parish! If you have any
questions, direct them to Rick Kyte, our Junior Warden.
December 28, 2017 is the deadline for submitting your report to the
office so that it may be included in the Annual Reports booklet of St. Thomas’ Church
that will be distributed before our parish Annual Meeting: January 21, 2018.
(The exceptions are those committees that need end-of-the-year financial figures.)
Submissions should be made electronically and sent to Joan at:
office@stthomasepiscopalri.org

Senior Warden Thoughts….
By Kimberly Murdoch,
Senior Warden
I face the end of my service on vestry with mixed feelings. During the 18 years I served as
Vestry member, including three-year terms as Jr. and Sr. Warden under two Rectors and an Interim, I
experienced a ride through the fear that St. Thomas’ might be closed, the unity of St Thomas’ and
Calvary merging, births, deaths, marriages, divorces, but most importantly, great personal spiritual
growth. My spiritual transformation can be paralleled to some definitions of church which I
researched to write this letter. Of course, the solid, safe building of stone with the heavy red doors is
symbolic of the physical structure and place of security where formal worship services are held. This
was the appeal 30 years ago when I arrived. Then I saw how my “church” brought meals to those
who were sick, hugged each other at coffee hours, knew exactly who had surgeries, who had deaths in
their families, who was hurting in some way, whose child had just graduated.
While on the Vestry I experienced how the people as “the church” came together to take care
of the business of running the church - paying bills, keeping the buildings functional and attractive,
reviewing and planning activities while operating under the mission statement of our church. I
watched how our “church” held incredible bazaars, a wonderful fundraiser each year. I watched how
the “church” as a village came together every year for this event. Those with the gift of knitting
making beautiful things to be given as gifts. Wonderful foods and jams prepared with love. Items for
animals made by those who hold this mission dear to their hearts. Great food being served by eager
teams.
At the Newcomer’s Dinner in the spring, I had the time to share all my wonderful experiences
with pride as I looked into the eyes of those about to start their own journey here at St Thomas’. The
Bible challenge I participated in was a fantastic opportunity to meet new people and share life
experiences as they related to what we read in the Bible. Recently I have witnessed what I consider to
be profound faith by fellow Vestry members who experienced severe loss in their lives. They
attributed their strength to their faith and “the church”-- obviously not referring to the stone building!
As I need strength in my life, have good news to share, need a place to continue my spiritual
learning and journey, I know I am so very blessed with “my church”. Yes, my time with Vestry is
coming to a close, but there is still my involvement with the choir, various committees, and also new
adventures which await me! This includes the new Celtic services that will begin next year and
actually, wherever I can be of service to my church, which I define as my home for my spiritual
existence. I am so blessed by the people who surround me here! I pray for you all and thank God for
you in my life.
Kim

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Susan Carpenter 2

Andrew Spaziano 13

Carol Thurber 24

Margaret Hayter 2

William Garrison 15

Miriam Freeman 25

Deborah Ciotola 7

Melanie Kohler 15

Ellen Winsor 26

Benjamin Todd 8

Louie Lambert 15

Tim Boucher 27

Marion Williams 8

Gladys Kemp 16

Emma Murdoch 27

Joe Gartner 11

Carol Inman 17

Marty Brown 28

Stephen Grassel 11

Carol Parker 21

Bea Morrow 28

James Gass 12

Phil Larkin 22

Kelly Sarette 31

Nancy Miller 22

DECEMBER WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
Bob and Lois Whittaker
Jeff and Donna Doris

6
13

IN MEMORIAM
Our Christian sympathies are extended to the family of Hope
Boyle, who died on November 15. Hope had been a member of the
Episcopal Church for 60 years, and frequently attended healing
services at St. Thomas’ after she moved to Greenville in 2006. She is
survived by two daughters, Judith Shirley and Kimberly Birrell, several
grandchildren, and a great-grandson. Reverend Susan conducted
Hope’s funeral service at St. Thomas’ on November 19.

December 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

3

4

5

8:00 HE
8:45 Gratitude
Breakfast

10:00 HE
4:00pm Advent
Lessons & Carols
10 8:00 HE

7:00pm
Confirmand
meeting
11

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Group

12

10:00 HE
11:30
Confirmand
service project
18

19

13 9:00am

20 9:00am
HE &
Healing
service

10:00 HE
12:15 Vestry
luncheon with
the Bishop

7:00 - 8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

8:00am HE 25 10:00
HE

Noon - HE
5:00pm - HE Christmas
10:00pm - HE
Day!!
31 8:00 HE
10:00 HE

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9:45 Sunday
camp

24

HE &
Healing
service

HE &
Healing
service

9:45 Sunday
camp

17 8:00 HE

6 9:00am

26

27 9:00am
HE &
Healing
service

7

8

10:0011:15am
School of
Discipleship

14
10:0011:15am
School of
Discipleship

15

6:30 Vestry
21

22

10:0011:15am
School of
Discipleship

7:00pm
Service
of Light
28

29
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Advent Carol
Come, thou long expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, Let us find our rest in Thee...
Born Thy people to deliver, Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit , Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit, Raise us to Thy glorious Throne.
Charles Wesley

