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As we ring in a New Year, (how in heaven’s name have we gotten to 2018 already!!) I
want to bring your attention to our website! I think many folks have forgotten that we
can use the website to be in touch for all the many events and ministry opportunities
that occur here at St. Thomas’. Not all that long ago staying in the loop was simple –
we learned of what was happening at coffee hour! We looked at the bulletin boards
with the sign-up sheets and knew what was coming up.
As we grow both in numbers and in programs, we need to stay particularly mindful of
the need for good communication. There are three worship services and not everyone
uses the parish hall for fellowship after each service, making it inconvenient to check
those bulletin boards and the ministry table! So we need to remember that we have an
online presence to keep on top of activities and programs. I recommend checking the
calendar frequently - just click on an event and you will often be brought to a little
more information.
We get so many phone calls in the office, and at my home, asking what time
something starts, or other info that is right there on the website. I know not everyone
has access to the internet, but our parish is 96% connected – so most everyone can
grab information easily. And don’t forget that the current newsletter is always
available online under the “parish life” tab. Most people have said that there are
advantages to being able to bring up a copy of the newsletter on a computer, tablet or
phone wherever you might be – work, home or on the road.
What will never change is the way we always want to be in touch with one another for
the sake of our common lives together as the body of Christ in this little corner of the
world. So, we will continue to reach out to one another with invitations to join
together in ministry for the growth of God’s kingdom – both in person – AND
online! Bookmark the site – and visit often.
Christmastide blessings to you all as we ring in a New Year, filled with hope and
anticipation! Rev. Susan+
www.stthomasepiscopalri.org

Our 167th

The 167th Annual Meeting of St. Thomas’ will take place on Sunday, January 21 st at 11:30am
in the parish hall. Who should come to our all-parish meeting? Why – everyone! It is a way
that we come together as a community to stay on top of matters pertaining to the financial
and administrative health of the parish. We elect new members of Vestry and Parish
Delegates to Convention. We take a look back, and we also look to the future. If you have
never come to an Annual Meeting – ESPECIALLY if you haven’t come to an Annual Meeting –
we hope to see you on Sunday, January 21st after the 2nd service! The proposed budget
for 2018 will be available to pick up at church services the weekend before the Annual
Meeting. Plan on joining us!

Parish Ministry
Annual Reports for 2018
If you are a leader of a ministry here at St. Thomas’, the time is now here for
submitting your report to the office so that it may be included in the Annual
Reports booklet of St. Thomas’ Church that will be distributed at our parish
Annual Meeting:
Submissions should be made electronically and sent to Joan at office@stthomasepiscopalri.org

“Thank You” to all who have pledged their support!

We are so thankful to the households and individuals who have promised to
support and sustain us with a pledge for the 2018 budget year. If you have not
submitted a pledge yet, please feel free to do so as soon as possible so we can
enter the new year with firm financial expectations. There are pledge packets at
the entrance to the church and you may place a completed form in the offering
plate, mail it to the office, or leave it on Joan’s desk in the church office. We will
be happy to mail you a pledge form if you need one. When the treasurers have
processed your pledge, they will issue you a number and envelopes will be
provided if you want them.
If you have made a pledge already and indicated you wanted envelopes, your box
of envelopes is available now in the back of the church – you can pick them up
anytime.
Thank you for supporting the mission and ministry of St. Thomas Church
financially in the coming year!

A Christmas Card Reminder
Have you put away your Christmas decorations yet? Marty
Brown reminds us that your Christmas cards--at least the
front of them--may be recycled into gift tags that will be sold
at our next church bazaar. Just place your cards into the
designated box in the parish hall and see them magically
reappear in the fall! If you have cards to donate but are
unable to get to church, just call Marty at 949-1272 and she
will arrange to have them picked up. Thanks!

School of Discipleship
We are taking a little break for the month of January – as the snow swirls and the
icy temperatures take our breath away we are aware that going out in this
weather is a struggle for folks. So, we will resume the School of Discipleship in
February. There will be a sign-up sheet for a book on Celtic Spirituality on the
Ministry table to help us to prepare for our series exploring Celtic Christianity as
we prepare for the visit of John Phillip Newell this summer. Stay tuned!

Beautiful fresh flowers grace the sanctuary of St. Thomas’ Church each
Sunday; they certainly enhance the beauty of our worship space. They also
provide joy and comfort to those who receive them after the services on Sunday
as a part of our pastoral care. Contributions may be made in honor, memory or
thanksgiving of loved ones. The name(s) of your loved one(s) will be printed in the
Sunday worship bulletin. The donation for altar flowers is $35. (Please note:
there are no altar flowers during the season of Lent.)
Joan has the new “Altar Flower Chart” for 2018 in the Rectory, and would be
happy to check a date for anyone who so wishes. Each Sunday is on the chart,
and names are listed on the chart for any particular Sunday when they are
finalized. We only take two dedications per Sunday, so it is first come, first
served. Only when a check is received in the office and the date is confirmed
with Joan is your date considered reserved. We ask that you choose an alternate
date if your first date is already full.
Altar flower dedication forms are available in the wooden rack in the Narthex
or in the Parish Office. We are now accepting requests for 2018 – so you may
reserve a Sunday in 2018 now. If you have a specific date in mind, we suggest you
act sooner than later! If you have any questions, just stop in or call Joan in the
office. (949-2260)

WINGS PLANS COOKING EVENING
St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women In Need of Growing
Spiritually) will be cooking for a crowd when they meet on
Monday, January 15th at 6pm in the parish hall. On the menu is
a hot dish (soup? stew? chili?) which will be served at the next
Saturday’s Church Beyond the Walls service in downtown Providence. Please join
us in the kitchen and then stay for a planning meeting. All women of the church
are welcome!

Coffee Hour

Sunday Coffee Hours are the perfect time to meet new and old friends! We host
two coffee hours every Sunday morning: after the 8:00am service and after the
10:00am service. Come to coffee hour and greet newcomers and meet
parishioners you may not know very well yet. And you might want to sign up to
provide baked goods, fruit or other goodies – just see Deb Farrar, who does a
masterful job of making sure we are well taken care of during this lovely time of
fellowship and refreshment.
And feel free to bring in your own special mug for our mug rack in the parish
hall, - it is part of our stewardship to “go green”!
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Wayne Derosier 1

Melissa Todd 13

Kelly Sarette 23

Antonio Dias 2

Deb D’Angelo 15

Ron Hodgins 27

Carolyn Villanova 3

Lori Kane 18

Sandy Leigh 27

Caiden Young 5

Nicole Lavallee 18

Bud Williams 27

Madeline Young 5

Linda Gorman 19

Donna Stolasz 28

Sally Hersey 7

Julia Couture 21

Robert Fiske 29

Audrey Poliquin 11

Mark Plante 30

JANUARY ANNIVERSARY
Lon and Carol Thurber

21

CONFIRMATIONS AND RECEPTIONS
On Sunday, December 17, Bishop Nicholas Knisely welcomed nine
members to the Episcopal Church through the rites of Confirmation and
Reception during his parish visit. A festive coffee hour, complete with
cake, celebrated the occasion. Congratulations are extended to:
Ashleigh Rose Plante

Dennis Paul Blais

Jonathan Meenagh Robinson

Albert Lincoln Robertson lV

Elizabeth Jane McKay-Nesbitt

Suzanne Audrey Ferrante

Nicole Marie Lavallee

Philip Michael Larkin
Brianna Marie DiSarro

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare (klplamb24@gmail.com)
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
We welcome contributions of personal experiences and reflections
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A Collect for The Epiphany
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the
peoples of the earth; Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your
presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

