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Come and join us this February as we explore the world of Celtic Spirituality in a special threeweek series. Celtic spirituality involves everything concerned with the inner world of dreams,
imagination, vision and intuition. Like most people from around the world and throughout
history, the Celts believed that the inner world was connected to a genuine spiritual realm,
where we receive guidance to grow in true wisdom. In late spring, we will be offering a book
study on Celtic Spirituality (a book written by John Phillip Newell.) This will prepare us for the
exciting weekend in July when John Phillip will coming over from Scotland and join us in
Rhode Island for a forum and worship!
We will begin this series by learning about some of the wide-ranging history of the Celtic
tradition. You may have Celtic ancestry, you may have an interest in Celtic music or even art
and design. (Don’t we love those intricate patterns of colorful spirals and interlaced
knotwork?!) There are many aspects to Celtic life, and after exploring the really broad
characteristics including druids, fairies, seers, and divination, we will turn our attention to the
areas that I feel are of most interest to many of us. That would be the themes and history of
Celtic Christian Spirituality. I will show some of the many pictures from my sabbatical time in
Scotland and England. I followed the path of the saints starting in Iona (St. Columba) and
continuing to Dunfermline (Queen Margaret), Melrose (St. Aiden and St. Cuthbert),
Lindisfarne, Holy Island, Jarrow (the Venerable Bede), Whitby (Hilde), Rievaulx, Ripon, (St.
Wilfrid) and finally Durham, England.
This overview will hopefully whet your appetite for the Celtic worship services that will begin
in March at St. Thomas’. (The second Sunday evening of each month – stay tuned!) We already
have a “Worship and Music Guild” assembled. The musicians will lead us in music, and teach
us different songs and hymns at each worship service. Our worship guild members will be
arranging the church in a way that is conducive to contemplative, mystical and transcendent
worship.
Plan on joining us and finding out how the lives of these interesting saints and Celtic Christian
Spirituality can enhance your own spiritual path.
Epiphany blessings,
Rev. Susan+
Sunday afternoons, February 11th, 18th and 25th 4:00-5:30pm.
We will conclude each session with simple Celtic prayers.
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2018 Lenten Program

We are sure many of you will want to sign up for the next phase in our School of
Discipleship. Who hasn’t struggled with forgiveness and reconciliation? Come and check
out the book at the Ministry Table and see what this Lenten program is all about. Fritz
Gorman and Rev. Pam Gregory are joining together to offer this wonderful “next step” in
our faith journeys together.
"Forgive and forget" are words that can be too easily uttered. This book breaks those
words into identifiable steps that will help us distinguish between forgiving, reconciling, and
restoring. We all know that we must forgive those who have hurt us. If we fail to do so, we
end up being prisoners frozen in our own pain. But do we have to reconcile with them?
Should we reconcile with them? Is it even advisable? Dr. Maynard gives us some
guidelines for answering those questions for ourselves.
Over the course of five sessions, participants engage the basic questions of the Christian
faith through a combination of teaching and conversation. We will gather together to
consider this important topic in the framework of our Christianity.
We are offering two options: Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:15pm OR Thursday
mornings from 10:00-11:15am. Beginning Wednesday Feb. 21st and Thursday Feb. 22nd
and concluding at the end of March. Sign up now for your free book! We have 25 books,
first come – first served!

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare (klplamb24@gmail.com)
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
We always welcome contributions of personal experiences and reflections!
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Clothing Shed Outreach continues at St. Thomas’

A reminder that we depend on the clothing donations of many people to fill our
clothing shed. It is wonderful to have so many people from around town stop by every
day to “feed the clothing shed.” Your Vestry voted to have all proceeds go to the
Outreach Ministry of St. Thomas’, so don’t forget to bring your tied bags of usable
clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, linens, pillow cases, blankets, curtains, fabric
scraps over a square yard and stuffed animals to our drop-off shed. St. Thomas’ is
reimbursed 4 cents per pound of donations, and all of these items will go to new
homes with folks who need them. So, thank you for supporting this outreach ministry!

FROM THE MAILBOX:
Dear Friends,
Thank you for continuing to collaborate with us on the St. Pauly Textile clothing
drop off shed project! In 2017 roughly 13,840 garments of clothing were donated to your
shed. This was enough to clothe an estimated 1,678 people. This clothing is being used
right now by people in one or more of 44 different countries (including the US) to which
our clothing is likely to have been distributed this past year.
Your congregation raised $947.84 in 2017 through hosting this shed.
We ask that you continue to spread the word about the clothing shed to other
community members. Thank you for all your support, and please feel free to reach out to
us at any time!
Sincerely,
The Team at St. Pauly Textile, Inc.
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2018 “Shrove Tuesday” Pancake Dinner
Shrove Tuesday (the day before Ash Wednesday) was the day all
households were to use up all milk, eggs and fat to prepare for the strict
fasting of Lent. These ingredients were made into pancakes, a meal which came to symbolize
preparation for the discipline of Lent, from the English tradition. “Shrove” comes from the verb
“to shrive” (to confess and receive absolution) prior to the start of the Lenten season. Other
names for this day include Carnival (farewell to meat) and Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday of the French
tradition).
Join us in a traditional Shrove Tuesday Dinner – an “all-you-can-eat” pancake feast! We will enjoy
pancakes – including blueberry and chocolate chip pancakes – bacon, sausage, juice, homemade
dessert and coffee & tea. The cost is $6.00 for adults and kids 12 and under are free! There will be
a Mardi Gras theme with fun for all. Questions? See Sharon Thompson…
Date:
Time:
Cost:
Tickets:

Tuesday February 13th
5:00pm – ending at 7:00pm – serving continuously
$6.00 for adults – kids free.
Buy them after church services
Buy them right at the door!
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Ash Wednesday
Imposition of Ashes
&
Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, February 14th
Noon & 7 pm*
*note that the 9:00am healing
service is canceled for this day
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WINGS PLANS FEBRUARY FRIENDSHIP MEETING

On the evening of Monday, February 19, St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women In
Need of Growing Spiritually) will gather in the parish hall from 6 to 8pm to celebrate
the gift of friendship, an appropriate theme for this month! All parish women,
regardless of age, are warmly invited to attend, and regular participants are
encouraged to bring along a friend. A special Valentine-themed dessert will be
served (ask Melanie Kohler for details!).

The program for the evening will include the preparation of four “fidget
quilts”, which the group will finish up at their March meeting and then donate to local
nursing homes which have Alzheimer units. Under the direction of Nancy Miller and
Carolyn Villanova there will be tasks for all-cutting, pinning, hand and machine
stitching, ironing, encouraging, etc! Devotions will also be offered.

Come join this vibrant group as they tackle a project of community service,
while deepening friendships at the same time!

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Wed., 9am-4pm, or by appointment
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PROPERTY CORNER
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
Genesis 2:15
I was looking for bible verses to represent “man” taking care of the world that God gave us
and I came across the one above. Wow, God didn’t fool around! He gave Adam and Eve a beautiful
garden but He requested that they take care of it. (Well, we know what happened after that!) We
folks here at 1 Smith Avenue, Greenville RI have our own “Garden of Eden” and yes -we do take care
of it.
So to continue all of the good work that has happened around our beloved church, and to
fix and maintain our property inside and out - we are putting together a Property Task Force. From
that group we will be forming a Property Committee. The Task Force will be meeting on Saturday,
March 10th at 8:30 in the Church Hall. Meeting will begin PROMPTLY at 9:00 and I promise we will
be done at 11:00. This will be a fact-finding meeting to brainstorm all that has to do with “property”
and come up with a management plan. There will be a “walk-through” of the entire property to
make notes of what is needed.
If you have had anything to do with church property in the past (or present), or have an
interest in maintaining our property or have “handyperson hands” please join us! If you have input
you want to share or you just want to put your “2 cents” in, please come . I will also put out
suggestion boxes in the Church Hall and in the Narthex in case you can’t be there or you have
concerns/suggestions.
Please sign up on the sheet on the Ministry Table so we can plan for refreshments. An
agenda will be sent to all those who sign up ahead of time.
God’s Blessings,
Jacki Zahn
Junior Warden

Help the church as you shop!
Do you ever shop on Amazon.com? Do you want a portion of your purchase to benefit St.
Thomas’? Amazon has set up AmazonSmile for this purpose. AmazonSmile is operated by
Amazon with the exact same products, prices, features, everything, as Amazon.com. There
are two differences:
1) On AmazonSmile, your chosen charity –(i.e., St. Thomas Church)--will appear just
under the product search field on top of the Amazon page (after you've selected it)
2) .05% of every purchase you make at Amazon will be deposited into St. Thomas’
checking account. It's as easy as that!
To get started, go to smile.Amazon.com and select St Thomas Church, Greenville, RI as your
charity of choice. There will even be a button to put it on your Favorites Bar to make it easier
to remember to log into AmazonSmile. Try it now!
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/05-6009176
Thank you for supporting St. Thomas’ in this easy way!
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Richard Connor 1

Julia Smith 10

Beverly Connor 21

Samuel Ciotola 2

Nan Boulais 12

Emily Ritter 21

John Gallonio 3

Jessica Reedy 12

Diane Wenskowicz 22

Hailey Boucher 5

Kaitlyn Turcotte 14

Ann Marie Maguire 25

Joyce Grassel 5

Arlene Garrison 15

Emily Grace 26

Luke Thompson 5

Anna Kitada 17

Connor Kehoe 26

Henry Dziadosz 6

Kirsten Young 17

Donald Parker 27

Nate Whitten 6

Maxton Marz 18

Nicholas Ray 28

FEBRUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Joseph and Deb D’Angelo

1

Stephen and Julia Smith

11

Lucien and Barbara Tessier
Fred and Sandy Leigh

15

22

Richard and Anita Coyne

24

IN MEMORIAM
Our condolences are extended to St. Thomas’ parishioner Alice Rachlow on the
death of her sister, Lois O’Connor, who died on January 5. Lois was a long-term
resident of Chepachet who was employed by the State of Rhode Island as a social
worker. She leaves behind a large family--sisters, children, grandchildren, and greatgrandchildren. Lois’ funeral was held on January 10 at Tucker-Quinn Funeral Home.
Our Christian sympathy goes to Alice and all her family.
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THE NEWSLETTER OF ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH
FEBRUARY 2018
Collect for Ash Wednesday
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who are
penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and
acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
BCP, p. 264
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February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

3

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

4

5

6

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

7

8

9

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie 7:00-8:15pm
School of
Group

6:30pm
Vestry

13

15

10
4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support Group

10:00-11:15am
Healing service School of
10:00 Pastoral Discipleship
Care Team mtg

9:00 HE &

5:30—HE

Discipleship

11 8:00 HE

12

9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

5:00-7:00pm
Shrove
Tuesday
Supper

4:00 Celtic
Spirituality
Program

18 8:00 HE

19

20

9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE
4:00 Celtic
Spirituality
Program
25 8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp

14

26

10:00 HE 6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
4:00 Celtic
Luke meeting
Spirituality
Program

27

17
8:15 Celtic
Worship Guild
9:00 Altar
Guild

Noon & 7:00pm
Ash Wednesday
services

21

5:30—HE

22

23

24

10:00-11:15am
Healing service School of
Discipleship

8:30am3:00pm
Vestry Retreat

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

9:00 HE &

6:00-8:00pm
WINGS

16

28
9:00 HE &
Healing service

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

