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Our Vestry retreat in February was a wonderful time of planning, worship, and laughter up at
ECC. Time away in a lovely location inspired us to have an incredibly fruitful time to plan and
vision and dream. One of the things that we are excited about is the reactivation of the
Shepherding Commission that began last year as I went on my sabbatical.
Shepherds help gently guide sheep to wonderful things – green, grassy fields, refreshing water,
to the farmer when help is needed, and to shelter. OUR St. Thomas’ shepherds will be doing
much the same thing. We all need a little help sometimes to get to what we need – perhaps a
ministry opportunity, a fellowship group, some pastoral care from the clergy or laity, or just
someone to talk to about church matters. How does this take place? I’m glad you asked!
Our parish directory has been divided into lists of people by the first letter of every person’s last
name. Each shepherd is responsible for one or two letters of the alphabet, and will check in
occasionally with everyone on their list to see what they might need. This will be a valuable
resource for you, and someone who can lead you to where you desire to go and answer your
questions. As new people join our church, they will have a ready-made guide already waiting for
them who can gently lead them to the things they will need, in order to be a vital member of the
congregation.
Now, the information in our parish database is only as good as what is entered under each
family’s record! So if your email has changed, or phone number – please call the office and
update it to the correct information. And receiving a birthday or anniversary call or note will
only happen IF we have those dates. So, I am asking shepherds to get all of your up-to-date info
to make our office more efficient to serve you well.
I am thankful every single day for our talented and faithful vestry. And feel free to thank them
for their service when you see them!
Lenten Blessings,
Rev. Susan+

Junior Warden’s Corner
A friend, not familiar with the Episcopal faith, overheard me talking about the role
of a Junior Warden. “Wait, do you go to church in a prison?”, he asked.
I remember the same thought as I was learning about the Episcopal Church back in the 1970s. Rev.
Susan recently gave me a copy of ecf Vital Practices because it contains information about the role of
Junior Wardens. (So I can’t be accused of plagiarizing, all information comes from this source!)
According to the article, the term “warden” dates back to England in the 17 th century where it was
the warden’s duty to unlock the church doors for worship. Makes sense now, doesn’t it! The role of
warden differs among parishes and communities. I was the Junior Warden at Calvary Church and
very few property issues were involved. Some traditions clarify the roles of senior warden as being
“the rector’s warden” and junior warden as “the people’s warden.” Wardens are especially vital
when a parish is in transition, as folk here at St. Thomas’ can attest.
I do not take on this mission lightly, as I am much beholden to the parishioners here at St. Thomas’.
Please feel free to help me in any way you can. I will take all suggestions and concerns with an open
mind. As other wardens before me, I plan to keep myself spiritually and physically active and to call
on all of you for your gifts and talents. I am a good delegator and I tend not to “micro-manage”. This
will always be a “we” mission…not a “me” mission!
So let’s get on about the business of St. Thomas…if I can be of any help at all, please give me a
shout!!
God’s blessings,
Jacki Zahn

A “DAY OF SERVICE” reminder: The next St. Thomas’ Day of Service to Church
Beyond the Walls in Downtown Providence will be held on Saturday, March 24th.
Come and help prepare lunches, then attend the outside service in Burnside Park
and distribute the meal to service participants afterward. Meet at St. Thomas’ at
10:30 to carpool, or come directly to the diocesan offices at 11:00. A reminder that
giving to others in need is a meaningful way to usher in Holy Week! See Jacki Zahn with questions.

PROPERTY CORNER:
TASK FORCE MEETING ANNOUNCED!!
Saturday, March 10, 2016 in the Parish Hall
8:30 – 11:00, Refreshments, meeting beginning promptly at 9:00
Who Can Come? ANYONE! If’ you have been involved with property (both inside and out) in the
past, would like to be now, have some suggestions or just want to put in your two cents worth!
The results of this and future meetings will be the creation of a property committee, setting short
and long term goals, and putting together a maintenance list.
If you cannot attend on March 10th, there is a comment box on the ministry table in the parish hall.
ALL FEEDBACK IS WELCOMED AND WILL BE CONSIDERED! See Jacki Zahn if you have any questions,
jmz222@outlook.com, call/text, 401-651-6401.

Daylight Savings Time

A friendly reminder to all parishioners and friends, that Daylight Savings Time
will begin at 2:00 A.M. on Sunday, March 11th. So please remember to set your
clocks forward by one hour before you retire on Saturday night. We would like
to see you all at church on time the next day! ☺

Get ready for a St. Thomas’

St Patrick’s Day Feast!
Saturday, March 17th
5:30pm - 7:30pm
Delicious Corned Beef, Boiled Potatoes,
Carrots and Cabbage

$13 adults and under 12s are free
Bake a “Green” Dessert to share!
Tickets available after all services

Celtic Worship Services!
The second Sunday evening of each month we will be celebrating our new evening service. And
we are ready! We have an enthusiastic “Worship and Music Guild” assembled. The musicians
have been practicing and having WAY too much fun at rehearsals! They will lead us in music, and
teach us different songs and hymns at our worship services. And the worship guild members will
be arranging the church in a way that is conducive to quiet, mystical and transcendent worship.
In these tumultuous times, it seems very timely that we will be able to enter into contemplative
worship together. It is a wonderful way to start the week. So, grab a friend and plan on joining us
for this lovely, candlelit prayer service on March 11th at 5:30pm.
ALL are welcome!

Thursday, March 29th at 7:00 pm. - Maundy Thursday Eucharist, foot
washing. & stripping of the altar
Friday, March 30th, noon and 7:00 pm - Good Friday liturgy
Saturday, March 31st at 7:00 pm. - Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 1st at 8:00am and 10am - Easter Day

2018 BAZAAR
Save the dates!
Friday, November 16th & Saturday, November 17th
That’s only 38 weeks away!!

CRAFTING
We will resume crafting on Wednesday, March 14th
From 9:30am – 2pm
And then every Wednesday thereafter until November.
Please feel free to join us as we make hand-crafted items and bake in the
kitchen. No experience necessary and fellowship is free!!!

LOOKING FOR:
Baskets (large) for our Penny Social
Nice, new gifts for our Secret Santa Room
NEW Toys and Games for our Kids’ Penny Social
Please leave in the Pew in the Parish Hall

WANT TO HELP ORGANIZE AND RUN THE EVENT?
We are looking for committee chairs for the Kids’ Penny Social, Secret
Santa Room and Door Prize.
Please contact Sharon Thompson 401.263.006

Spring IS coming!!
You can tell Spring is on the way…we’ve had those “weather teasers” and plant
and seed catalogs are showing up in our mailboxes. I’ll bet you are already
planning your garden
St. Thomas is hoping to be able to help you out and in doing so you will be
helping us. We are starting an online fundraising campaign with

Power!

Flower

It’s so easy…you go to the website, which will appear in the Sunday
bulletin, peruse all the beautiful plants, bulbs, herbs and veggies, submit your
order and your products will be sent TO YOU at the appropriate planting time. I
have bought flowers from them in the past and know that the company delivers
a top notch product. If you are not satisfied, let them know and they will replace
what you are dissatisfied with. There is no minimum purchase and the shipping
cost is only $6.00 for the whole order.
This is an easy fundraiser for St. Thomas’! You purchase and we reap the
benefits. Your order will be sent directly to you at the appropriate time by
Flower Power. We plan to offer this fundraiser in the Spring and in the Fall.
ALL PURCHASES MUST BE MADE BY APRIL 30 TH.
Please invite your friends and family to order their flowers through our Flower
Power website page. Share it on Facebook, email your contacts the link.
Happy Planting!!! Jacki Zahn

Summer of 2018 at the
Episcopal Conference Center
Registration for the summer program at the Episcopal Conference Center is now
open! ECC offers meaningful and fun summer programs for all ages. Teenagers
especially have found deep friendships and experienced spiritual connections
that have lasting impacts on their lives.
Young children can participate in day camp with the Little Explorers Program.
Families can come together for a long weekend of Family Camp. Elementary aged
children can have a great overall camp experience with crafts, swimming and
activities at Older and Younger Children’s Camps. High school campers can learn
about serving others at Bridge Camp and with the City Camp Woonsocket Young
Leaders Program. People of all ages with special needs can experience camp at
our integrated Bridge Camp. Junior and Senior High students can find fun and
meaning at Music Camp, Teen Camp, Jr/Sr Conference, and Summer’s End.
There is something for everyone! Learn more at www.eccri.org. Scholarships are
available. See the camp website and follow the directions when registering to
receive a scholarship.

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.

Just in time for EASTER!
Saturday, March 31st
9am -12pm
Bake away and share your favorite Easter treat
for the sale!
See the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Janice Crouse 1

Francesca Leclerc 6

Eliza Blais 22

Paul Del Molino 2

Joan Williams 6

Jennifer Dean 27

Sharon Thompson 2

Wendy Grace 8

Mickayla Herchen 27

Ryan McNelis 3

Paulette Lamontagne 9

Kim Murdoch 27

Bob Williams 4

Keith Catanzaro 10

Harold Nelson 28

Olga Despres 5

Dominic Fiske 11

Tom Hodgins 29

Jacki Zahn 5

Deborah Tower 13

Isabelle Uttley 30

Timothy Kane 6

Valerie Smith 16

Zavier McNulty 31

MARCH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Tom and Cindy Mulvey

19

WINGS TO FINISH QUILTS
Join us for our March meeting (Monday, March 19th, 6pm)
as we finish the “fidget quilts” begun last month. These quilts,
which provide Alzheimer’s sufferers with a variety of fine motor
activities to perform, as well as warmth as they cover the knees, are recognized as a
valuable tactile resource for those who suffer from this disorder. Both pastel-colored
and primary-colored quilts will be completed, making the items appealing to both men
and women. Do you have a family member who could benefit from a quilt? Contact
Carolyn Villanova, Nancy Miller, or Karen Pare to arrange delivery. St. Thomas’ WINGS
group (Women in Need of Growing Spiritually) is always open to suggestions for projects
which provide service for those in need! Extra quilts will be donated to a local nursing
home.

2018 Easter Flower Memorials
You may want to remember a loved one or give in thanksgiving for an occasion or special happening in your
life with an Easter plant memorial.
The amount of your donation is up to you. Names of loved ones you honor or remember will be printed on an
insert in the Easter bulletin.
Forms are due in the parish office

No later than March 18, 2018.
To contribute flowers, fill out this form and drop it in the plate on Sunday, or mail it to the parish office with
your donation.
Please make the checks payable to St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church with “Easter Flowers” in the memo line.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.
IN MEMORY OF:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
IN THANKSGIVING FOR:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Donation by ______________________________________________ phone____________________
Mailing Address: St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828

March 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

4 8:00 HE

5

6

10:00 HE

4:00-5:30
Celtic
Spirituality
Program

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Group

Sat

3 9:30am
Altar Guild
Meeting
5:30—HE

7 9:00

8

9

Healing
Service &
HE

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

10
8:30-11:00am
Property Task
Force

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

6:30pm
Vestry

4:00pm
Caregiver
Support Group

14

15

9:00 Healing
Service &
HE
9:30—
2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

11 8:00

12

13

HE
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

16

5:00-7:00pm
Corned beef
dinner
5:30—HE

Crafting group

5:30pm
Celtic
Service

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

18 8:00
HE
9:45
Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

19

20

6:00-8:00pm
WINGS

17

21

22

9:00 Healing
Service &
HE
9:30—
2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

23

Crafting group

24

5:30—HE

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

25 8:00

26

HE
9:45
Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

6:30-8:00
pm Order of
St. Luke
meeting

27

28

29
7:00pm
Maundy
Thursday
service

30
Noon
7:00pm
Good
Friday
services

31
9:0012:00pm
Easter Bake
Sale
7:00pm
Great
Easter Vigil
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Lenten Preface
You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the
Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your
Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have
prepared for those who love you.
BCP, p. 379

