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How are you shaped by the repeated celebration of the Eucharist each week? How are we at St.
Thomas’ Church shaped by the Eucharist? Well, for one thing, we learn that God feeds us, and
that eating together is better than eating alone. We learn the mysterious truth that when the
wafer is broken to signify Jesus’ death on the cross it is, in holy and ironic fact, a moment of
triumph. We Christians know too that God gives us far more than we can imagine or deserve,
and it is right to say thank you. We know that God makes holy the common, material things of
life – like bread, and wine, and also you and me.
When we see a toddler reach out for the bread and at the same altar rail where we see someone
whose Alzheimer’s is steadily advancing, we know that the Eucharist is not something for our
intellects to explain, but a deep, heart-felt practice that molds our souls and binds them to God.
The Eucharist is not something you explain; it’s something you do – yet in it is comprehended all
the meaning there is in the world. Over and over we do what Jesus commanded us to do at the
last meal he shared with his disciples – we take, bless, break and give. When we do this, we look
back to that Last Supper through our remembering. Yet every time we do it, it is different and
new, as if Christ were giving himself into our hands for the very first time! In a certain kind of
sacred reality, God’s Holy Spirit is real and present in this moment. We repeat the ancient words
yet again, and still Christ is here as for the first time, shaping our community in a wholly new
way.
Jesus, on the night before he died, washed the feet of his friends, ate dinner with them, and
commanded them to love each other. He took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it to
them. He said, “Do this in remembrance of me.” Every time we appear at the altar with our
hands outstretched, we are reminded that our time is short and is a holy gift. The bread given
into our hands is a sign that God consecrates our time and our lives, over and over, and we need
only receive it and give thanks. And for that, we are truly blessed, indeed - Alleluia, Alleluia!
Eastertide blessings, Rev. Susan+

Celtic Worship Services
On the second Sunday evening of each month we continue to offer a Celtic service. And
we are so happy to finally be on our way with this wonderful, new service! We have an
enthusiastic “Worship and Music Guild”. The musicians lead us in music and teach us
different songs and hymns at the beginning of each service. And the worship guild
members arrange the church in a way that is conducive to quiet, mystical and
transcendent worship.
What a wonderful way to start the week. So, grab a friend and plan on joining us for this
lovely, candlelit prayer service on April 8th at 5:30pm.
ALL are welcome!
The Altar on March 11th – each month will be unique!

United Thank Offering (UTO) Sunday
April 8, 2018

It's the time of year when we reflect the many blessings in our daily lives by giving to the
United Thank Offering (UTO) and placing our pocket change in a blue collection box. Your
change changes lives! The UTO is an outreach mission of the Episcopal Church founded in
1889 and continues to have a strong presence in today's world. This year, the Episcopal
Church Women's United Thank Offering Sunday is April 8 - throughout the Diocese of
Rhode Island. On that day, our collection of UTO boxes or envelopes will be presented at
the altar at St. Thomas as well as in churches across the diocese. (Make checks payable to
“United Thank Offering”.)
The annual Spring UTO Ingathering Service will be held April 21 at St. Mark's,
Warwick, at 11 a.m., followed by a catered luncheon. This year the Rev. Susan Wrathall,
rector of St. Mark's, will present a program about her recent trip to Jerusalem. Together we'll
explore the region through photos and stories of her pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Come and
learn how the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) of Rhode Island represents you in this
diocese and the community of faith that we serve
Reservations for the luncheon are required and are due by Monday, April 16; the cost is $10
per person. Mail your reservation, with check made payable to ECW-Diocese of RI to: Mrs.
Carol Blackinton, 20 Judy Terrace, West Warwick, R.I. 02893. Any questions? Just ask Ruth
Lambert. Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.

“ITALIAN DINNER”
Friday, April 13, 2018….
serving from 5:30-7:30pm
Join us for a wonderful dinner! Enjoy antipasto,
homemade lasagna
and garlic bread.
(AND we will also have kid-friendly
pasta and butter for our youngsters!)
(Dessert? Leave room for gelato
and Italian cookies!)

Donation: $15.00
Kids under 12 are free!
Take out is available
Feel free to leave a message on the church answering
machine with the number of tickets you need and
they will be waiting for you at the door!

Don’t forget that St. Thomas has a Flower Power Spring fundraiser ongoing. For each
item you purchase, 50% OF THE SALES PRICE COMES BACK TO ST. THOMAS!!
It’s so easy…go to the website http://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com, click on “Find
a group”, and enter St. Thomas’, Greenville RI. There is no minimum purchase and
the shipping cost is only $6.00. Your order will be sent directly to you at the
appropriate planting time by Flower Power. Please order soon as ALL PURCHASES
MUST BE MADE BY APRIL 30TH.
Please invite your friends and family to take a look at the products through our Flower
Power website page. Share it on Facebook, email the link to your contacts.
We plan to offer this easy fundraiser each year in the Spring and Fall
Jacki Zahn

CHURCH DIRECTORY IN THE WORKS!
The Vestry is working on developing a Church Directory with Lifetouch Church
Directories. The directory will have photos and contact information of all St.
Thomas’ parishioners who choose to have pictures taken. The company offers a
“directory package” at no cost to St. Thomas’; parishioners receive a free 8 x 10
picture as well as a directory. (You must have a picture taken to receive your
own copy of the directory.) Additional pictures may be purchased if desired.
We are working with Lifetouch to schedule photo sessions in September. Be on the lookout
for more information in upcoming newsletters!!

Thinking of City Camp…
Before we know it, City Campers will be here!
Our three dates for their visits are:
July 17, July 31, and August 14 (all Tuesdays)
Please consider helping to welcome the children to St. Thomas’ on one or more of these dates
by donating healthy snacks for the snack bags each child receives to take home or by being
involved with the children during their time with us. Or choose both options! There will be a
list of suggested snacks on the Outreach bulletin board soon, and sign-up sheets will be
posted on the Ministry Table when we get closer to the dates of the visits.
If your budget allows, it would be wonderful if we could start collecting the snacks now!
Please pay attention to the expiration dates on the packaging, being sure that the “Best by”
date is later than September 1.
I have just finished reading the Risen magazine about Evangelism, and one quotation from it
that struck me was, “What have you experienced that taught you about the power of Jesus?”.
For me, all of the City Camp visits at St. Thomas’ have spoken to me of Jesus’ power, from the
simple smiles of the children to the thoughtful grace they write and pray before our meal.
Please come and share some of these special moments this summer! And as Reverend Susan
is fond of saying, “If you need convincing, just talk to me (about City Camp)!”
Marty Brown, 949-1272 or after the 10am service

Junior Warden’s Corner
I’d like to thank all who turned out for our Property Task Force meeting
on Saturday, March 10th. After touring the church hall, kitchen,
basement, church proper, and outside property, we were able to come
up with a list that we ranked: Priority, Wish Lists and Dream List.
We also addressed landscaping and determined that this committee might start
meeting again and present a plan to the Vestry.
I have enclosed the list here. Please contact Jacki Zahn if you have any property
concerns, jmz222@outlook.com; call/text, 401-651-6401.
Top Priority
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Hall front doors
Door key issue
All handrails
Improve Church cleaning
Electricity in bell tower
Bathrooms downstairs
Repair pews in classrooms
Heating noise in classroom
Label drawers, sinks in kitchen
Seal back stairway/deck
Handicap rail/walkway needs maintenance
Light/sensor on Garage
Office sign for Rectory
Copy machine/electrical
Light in janitor closet, upstairs bathroom (electrical issue)

Wish List 1
● New Hall windows
o Could ask for donations, i.e. in thankgiving or memory of
● Table for back of church
● Wooden boxes in pews (for envelopes)
● Boiler room vent
● Map all circuit breakers

●
●
●
●

Dehumidifier issues (ongoing maintenance)
Fix sink leaks
Basketball hoop & old table outside
Paint Hall outside
o Secure pipe on outside of hall
● Clean out closets and rooms downstairs; sort, inventory and post lists on doors.
Wish List 2
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Hall electric
Chair & table storage (hall)
Tile bathroom floor (hall)
Chipping paint/plaster in church & bell tower
Fix small bell in bell tower
New bulkhead & lock (outside)
Paint classrooms (include pipe) downstairs

Dream List (if money were no object!)
● Paint cinder blocks inside entry/back entry
● Ceiling tiles in hallway (from hall to church)
● Redesign altar area
o Restoration contractor
● Cushions for pews/new communion rail cushions
Ongoing Maintenance
● Shoveling, and sanding, establish volunteer list
● Make sure outside area is cleaned and free of junk/debris
● Regular dishwasher maintenance
o De-lime, (monthly?)
o Drain and clean monthly
o Fill soap and rinse additive as needed
o Grease trap
“Big” cleaning of kitchen after church dinners

WINGS TO HOST BAPTIST WOMEN
At their next meeting, Monday April 16th at 6 pm in the
parish hall, St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of
Growing Spiritually) will welcome the ladies of our
neighboring Greenville Baptist Church for an evening of
friendship. An idea had been proposed last fall that the
two groups might join forces in some of their endeavors,
especially the Outreach activities, in which the more hands,
the more accomplished! After getting to know one another
and sharing worship and refreshments, the groups will brainstorm about activities they
might involve themselves in together. This is an exciting opportunity for the women of
St. Thomas’ to meet other Christian women in our community who share some desires
and ambitions about helping others in need. Perhaps an activity involving women from
both churches could be undertaken several times yearly, as common interests are
discovered.. Come and see what develops as we expand our community and meet our
neighbors! All women are welcome!

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Wed., 9am-4pm, or by appointment

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Briana DiSano 4

Brian Carpenter 10

Heather DeSantiago 17

Kelly Villanueva 4

Linda Packer

Donna Myers 19

Richard Kyte 7

Adrienne Harris 12

Joelle Fournier 20

Bev Wilson 7

Philip Pare 13

Dennis Blais 24

Ron Slocum 8

Jackson LeBlanc 14

Ella Trementozzi 25

10

Al Marz 9

Eugene DiMillo 28

APRIL WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Ed and Jean-Marie Daniels
Larry and Kim Murdoch

9

11

Mark and Leigh-Ann Plante

15

Peter and Beth Trementozzi
David and Lisa Coleman
Timothy and Lori Kane

21

22
25

Dan and Tina McCormick 27

IN MEMORIAM
The St. Thomas’ church family was saddened by the unexpected death of
parishioner Anne-Louise Todd on Friday, March 9th. Anne had served as
Administrative Assistant at St. Peter’s by-the-Sea, where she sang in the
choir and participated in Cursillo before transferring to St. Thomas’ after her
retirement. Reverend Susan conducted her funeral service at St. Thomas’ on
March 16th. Condolences are extended to her sons and her extended family
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Sun

1 8:00 HE

Mon

2

Tue

3

8:45-9:45
6:00-8:00pm
Book &
Movie
Group

Easter
breakfast

10:00 HE

8 8:00 HE

9

10

9:45
Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

15 8:00 HE 16

17

6:00-8:00pm
WINGS

4 9:00

5

Healing
Service & HE
9:30—2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

Fri

6

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting

Sat

7

Crafting group

6:30 Food
Safety
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

11 9:00

12

Healing
Service & HE
9:30—2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

13

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

6:30pm
Vestry

18 9:00

19

Healing
Service & HE
9:30—2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

14

4:00pm
Caregiver
Support Group

5:30—HE
5:30-7:30pm
Italian Dinner

20

21

Crafting group

6:30 Food
Safety
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

22 8:00 HE 23
9:45
Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

Thu

Crafting group

5:30pm
Celtic
Service
9:45
Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

Wed

24

5:30—HE

25 9:00

26

Healing
Service & HE
9:30—2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

27

28

Crafting group

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

29 8:00 HE 30
9:45
Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE
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