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“Red Tent Ministry”
Our Northern RI Chapter of the Order of St. Luke is excited to roll out our new
“Red Tent Ministry” to the community! At our May Breakfast and Yard Sale we
will be setting up our brand-new red tent out in the parking area.
Our monthly Order of St. Luke meetings take place on the fourth Monday of
the month. If you have an interest in healing, feel free to join us! We
experience book studies and wonderful discussions at our meetings. And now
we have a new ministry to bring out beyond our lovely red doors.
What happens under the Red Tent? Well – prayer happens! We will have
members available who have been trained in offering healing prayers for
anyone who comes by. So, stop in and see what it is all about!
Eastertide blessings, Rev. Susan+

JUNIOR WARDEN’S CORNER
This month’s Junior Warden article is going to read more like a “Classified” in your daily
newspaper rather than an article dictated by the Holy Spirit!
As most of you are aware, property at St. Thomas’ is cared for by its parishioners. Many of you
have stepped up to the plate to make sure certain tasks are accomplished. I’d like to “formalize”
that, so we have a list of folks to call on when we need things done. Many hands make light work,
so it would be great to have more than one person available to accomplish each chore. This also
means that we won’t wear people out!
Below is a list of “specialties” necessary to keep our physical property in shape:
Handyperson
● Light carpentry skills
● Changing light bulbs
● Small plumbing jobs
Kitchen Manager (of the Month?) – This person would be responsible for making sure the
dishwasher is taken care of, i.e., filling soap and rinse additive containers, cleaning the grease trap,
de-liming. Also, light cleaning of both the refrigerator and freezer, and maintenance of the ovens.
If we get enough folks to sign up we could assign a time when each person would be responsible
for these tasks.
Electrician, Plumber – Are you a licensed electrician or plumber or do you know of someone we
could call when we need electrical work and/or plumbing done?
Snow shoveling/sanding: - If we get enough folks to sign up we could assign a time when each
person would be responsible for making sure walkways are shoveled/sanded on days services are
scheduled. Shovels and sand will be provided. (Thanks to the fine folks at the Anderson-Winfield
Funeral Home, we don’t have to worry about plowing the parking lot).
If there is ANYTHING, you think you can do to help maintain our physical property, please let me
know. I can be contacted at church, by email, jmz222@outlook.com, or call/text me at 401-6516401. St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church has been around for many generations. Let’s make sure we
take care of it for the generations who will come after us.
God’s Blessings,
Jacki Zahn, Junior Warden

MAY BREAKFAST
Why not celebrate Spring at St. Thomas’ old fashioned May Breakfast? Save
the date and come one, come all and bring some family and friends with you.
Saturday, May 5, 2018 from 7-10 a.m.
Adults: $9.00

Under 12: Free

Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Home Fries, Homemade Corned Beef Hash, Pancakes,
Muffins, Coffee, Tea, Apple Juice, Orange Juice (Wow! What a menu and it is
All You Can Eat, too!)
And by the way, this year I am very limited in the work I can do, so I’m looking for
volunteers to help out. If you can give just an hour of your time, I would really
appreciate it. “Many hands make light work” for everyone.

There is a sign- up

sheet on the Ministry table in the Parish Hall where you can sign up for the various
jobs. There is also a sign-up sheet for anyone who would like to donate food items
needed for the breakfast and another one for those who would be willing to bake
muffins.
Any questions? Feel free to contact me, Deb Tower, at 568-8294.
Ticket Reservations: Call 568-8294 or 949-2260.

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.

School of Discipleship

For the next 3 weeks we will be watching some WONDERFUL short videos that
will spark a lot of interesting discussion. These are the Nooma videos featuring
Rob Bell. Join us on Wednesday evening or Thursday morning where our
discussions will be led by Fritz Gorman, Henry Dziadosz and Rev. Susan+.
Wednesday, May 2nd – 7:00-8:15pm Thursday, May 3rd – 10:00-11:15am
Wednesday, May 9th – 7:00-8:15pm Thursday, May 10th – 10:00-11:15am
Wednesday, May 16th – 7:00-8:15pm Thursday, May 17th – 10:00-11:15am
No advance reading required! Just come for a short video at the beginning of our
time together (10 minutes or so) followed by conversation and discussion. Join
us!
IN MEMORIAM
The St. Thomas’ community was saddened by the death of long-term
parishioner Richard (Dick) Connor on April 1, Easter Day. Dick had been an
auditor for the State of RI before his retirement and was active in community
endeavors such as the Greenville Water District and Smithfield Housing
Authority. He is survived by his wife Beverly, five children, ten grandchildren,
and a great-grandson. His service was conducted at St. Thomas’ on April 7 by
Reverend Susan. Our heartfelt sympathies are extended to Bev and Dick’s
extended family.

It’s Time to Sign Up for ECC 2018!

A great variety of summer camp programs for children and youths from age 4 through 12th grade
are now enrolling at the Episcopal Conference Center in Pascoag, RI. Brochures are available in the
narthex of the church, or visit the ECC website for details or to enroll. If you're interested in
learning more, the ECC has two upcoming Open House events scheduled. . Also, you should know
that we don’t want any child or young person to have to forgo the experience of a week at ECC
because of financial reasons. So, if you are in need of a scholarship, please just follow the
directions and fill out the registration paperwork online!
Rev. Susan+

DO YOU HAVE A GRAD IN YOUR FAMILY?
Now is the time to let us know how proud you are of your child, grandchild,
spouse, etc. who is finishing an educational program this May or June. In
the June Newsletter we will give special mention to all those grads whose
information we receive, so the St. Thomas’ family can celebrate with you.
Please send all the specifics--your graduate’s name and relationship to you, where
they will be graduating and what degree they will receive (if applicable), what they
plan for the immediate future, and what special interests/activities/honors make
them special. Information should be sent to Karen Pare at klplamb24@gmail.com or
949-1427 by Friday, May 25.

St. Thomas’ Annual

Just a friendly reminder that our yard sale is just around the corner! We will be
holding it this year on May 26th from 8:00am – 3:00pm. Please feel free to start
bringing items in on Sunday May 20th. Please bring items right into the Parish Hall.
(Please do not leave any items on the porch of the Rectory.) As always, we cannot
accept electronics like TVs or old computers. We also cannot use stuffed furniture or
mattresses. Small tables, chairs or outdoor furniture would be fine.
We will be accepting donations and canned goods for the Food Closet for any early
birds who would like to check everything out before the doors open to the public.
For more information or to volunteer to help, please contact Dennis Blais at
sinnedsialb@gmail.com or by calling 401-949-3027. There is a sign-up sheet
at the Ministry table in the parish hall as well.

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Wed., 9am-4pm, or by appointment

Outreach Ministries at St. Thomas’
April 2018
Below are some of the outreach projects that St. Thomas’ has supported and is supporting.
Ad Hoc Projects - We gather food, clothing and other items and distribute as needed (e.g., socks for the
homeless, winter coats for those without).
African Team Ministry - This ministry involves selling handmade items from Africa. The proceeds
support women and children in Africa who are affected by the AIDS crisis.
All Saints Church, Providence: Feeding Ministry - Each week, members of St. Thomas’ travel to
Providence and serves meals to the hungry at this city site.
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group - Meets monthly as a support for those who are caring for loved
ones suffering from Alzheimer’s or dementia.
Animal Shelter Ministry - We collect food regularly and deliver it to animal shelters in our communities.
Christmas Giving Tree - Tri-town Agency provides the names of 10 families and all of the children in
these families receive at least 4 gifts from members of St. Thomas.
Church Beyond the Walls - We are on a regular rotation to serve this outdoor ministry at Burnside Park in
Providence. In addition to worshipping with this community, we share wonderful hospitality with them.
City Camp - Each summer we welcome children from Olneyville through the ECC ministry of City Camp
to enjoy a home-cooked meal with parishioners, sending everyone home with a large bag of healthy snacks
and goodies.
Disaster Relief - We respond to various emergencies as they occur. We like to be flexible to respond as
needed.
Dorcas House - We support this refugee ministry by collecting toiletries or other items as needed.
Episcopal Charities - Funds raised from the yearly appeal are used to provide grants to various community
service agencies (e.g., Adoptions RI) in Rhode Island.
Haitian Ministries - A deacon in the Diocese sponsors this ministry by offering handmade embroidered
linens for sale. The sales proceeds support people in Haiti.
Smithfield Food Closet - We collect food regularly and deliver it to the Food Closet.
Thanksgiving Baskets - We collect food and create 30 Thanksgiving Baskets to distribute to families in
need in our community.
United Thank Offering (UTO)- This appeal is organized by the Episcopal Church Women. Funds received
are granted to needy individuals throughout the country.
If you would like information about any of these ministries, please contact the church office at
office@stthomasepiscopalri.org or call 401-949-2260. If you have a favorite project or charity you would
like us to support, please let us know. We are happy to expand our outreach efforts!

Coming in the Fall:
St. Thomas’ Church Directory!
The vestry has signed with Lifetouch Church Directories to put
together a pictorial church directory for our parishioners. There is
no cost to St. Thomas’ and no cost to you for the sitting! All
parishioners who participate will receive a free 8” x 10”
photograph and a copy of the church directory. You may purchase
additional pictures if you wish. In order to receive the directory,
you must have your picture taken.
Lifetouch will be here on Friday, September 28th and Saturday, September 29th (with
a third day to be added if necessary). You will be able to arrange a time for your
sitting that is convenient for you.
One benefit of this project is that participants will finally have contact information
for all our parishioners available to them. The last church directory was published in
1999 (last millennium!) and is sadly out of date. Stay tuned for more information in
the summer.

WINGS PLANS ART GALLERY TOUR
St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of Growing
Spiritually) has a fun event planned for their May meeting. On
Thursday, May 17 (note the special date) we will “hit the road”
for downtown Providence to attend Gallery Night, a guided
tour of four to five art galleries in the city area. Please meet in the St. Thomas’
parking lot no later than 5:00pm so that we can carpool into the city. After parking
near the Regency Plaza we will board the free art bus that will drop us off and then
pick us up at the participating galleries. There will be lots to see and talk about! The
entire tour takes about two hours. This is a great way to spend a spring evening and
be exposed to the many forms which art can take. All women of the church are
invited to attend. Please sign up on the ministry table in the parish hall so we can
plan on how many vehicles we will need. See you then! Questions can be addressed to
Deb Farrar or Karen Pare.

City Camp Draws Closer!
Before we know it, our City Campers will be here!
Tuesdays July 17, July 31, and August 14
Our annual visits by City Campers are eagerly anticipated and are in the planning stages.
How can you help?
Contribute to the snack bags each child receives to take home after their visit. Many
of our children come from families struggling to make ends meet, and the healthy foods we
send with them are often shared by their entire family! Snacks such as dried fruit, granola
bars, and crackers and cheese will be enjoyed after they leave us. A list of suggested items
will soon be posted in the parish hall, but be on the lookout now for sales on these items, as
long as their “Best Buy” date is before September 1.
If you can spare an hour or two on one (or all!) of these days, come to church and
join the preparation activities (making salad, decorating placemats, writing a table grace),
help serve the meal, or sit with the children as they (and you) eat lunch. This last activity
helps create the family environment many of our campers long for. Just a small
investment of your time will provide you with a multitude of good feelings. Who knows
what wonderful moments may occur?
Questions about the City Camp luncheon may be addressed to Marty Brown. Meet her
after the 10am service, or call her at 949-1272.

Listening to the Heartbeat of God

SAVE THE DATE:

Saturday, July 7th
Celtic Spirituality with John Philip Newell
Presentation in the afternoon, followed by worship at 5:30pm
Registration through Eventbrite – (cost for the program is $13.00)
you will be emailed a link.

It is getting closer to the time for our Celtic Spirituality afternoon with John Philip! We
are looking for volunteers to assist with set-up, hospitality, the book signing table,
refreshments, greeting, registering our guests, ushering for the worship service and more.
Email or call Rev. Susan+ to volunteer to help that day!
In preparation for our visit by John Philip Newell, we will be reading his incredible book
“Listening for the Heartbeat of God – A Celtic Spirituality ” You MUST sign up at the
ministry table by May 20th to receive a free copy. NO extra copies will be available. (You
could order yourself from Amazon for $14.99 if you miss the deadline.) Our book study
will take place the weeks of:
June 6/7, 13/14 & 27/28~~Wed. evenings 7-8:15pm; Thurs. mornings 10-11:15
Reading this book will make the visit from John Philip so much more meaningful! You
also might like to attend our monthly Celtic Services. They are on the Second Sunday of
the month at 5:30pm. Upcoming services:
May 13th
June 10th
July 7th (note this is our special Saturday with John Philip)
August 12th

HARRY ANDERSON RECEIVES WRITING AWARD!
St. Thomas’ own Harry Anderson was recently honored by the
RI Press Association for his article published in Smithfield
Magazine last year about the restoration of St. Thomas’ stained
glass windows. Entitled “Luminous Again”, the article detailed
the lengthy process involved in restoring our beautiful windows
and the financing of the project by a grant from the Champlin
Foundation. Harry received his award at the annual dinner of the Press
Association, held at the Quonset “O” Club on April 27th. Harry’s award was in the
category of Best Religion/Spirituality Story. He writes for the Smithfield Magazine
on a regular basis, and is a retired Department Chairperson in English from
Mansfield, MA Senior High School. In his retirement he has also led several local
book discussion groups. Congratulations, Harry! And thanks for spreading St.
Thomas’ good news to so many Smithfield residents.

LOOKING AHEAD…

There are lots of activities planned for the coming months at St. Thomas’. You will
want to mark your calendar now to be sure you don’t miss any of the fun!!
Sunday, June 3 - Spring Newcomers’ Dinner
Sunday, June 10 - Church Picnic
Saturday, June 16 - Church Clean-Up Day
Friday, September 28 & Saturday, September 29 - Church Directory Pictures
Watch for further details as these dates draw closer!

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Suzanne Ferrante 2

Alice Gardner 7

Andrew Alcusky 22

Kate Placido 2

Maurice Sarette 8

Richard Bourque 22

Alice Rachlow 2

Patricia Wedda 8

Susan McNulty 22

David Coleman 3

Jane McKay-Nesbitt 10

Michael Caine 24

McKinley Marz 3

Abigail Grace 14

Hannah DeSantiago 24

Mason Marz 3

Todd Hersey 14

John Crouse 25

Valerie Toure 5

Benjamin LeBlanc 15

Greg Coupe 26

Donna Doris 6

Stephen Croteau 18

Caoilinn Gass 28

Dorothy Blanchard 7

Ashleigh Plante 20

Ronald Smith 29

Andrew Kelley 21

MAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Fritz and Cate Gorman

10

Greg and Katrina Coupe

14

Michael and Phyllis Spaziano
Jeffrey and Gina Gales

14

15

Charlie and Adrienne Harris

16

Raymond and Judith Maccarone
Wayne and Carol Derosier
Bud and Marion Williams
Marie and Wayne Piadade

19

20
21
27

BAPTISM
At St. Thomas’ celebration of the Easter Vigil, March 31, Willa Marion
Blais was baptized into the household of God by Reverend Susan.
Congratulations are extended to Willa and her parents, Eliza and Dennis
Blais! May their family know God’s blessings each day.

May 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
6:008:00pm
Book &
Movie
Group

6 8:00 HE

7

8

10:00 HE

Wed

Thu

29:00

3

Healing
Service & HE
9:30—2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

Fri

4

7:00-10:00am

May
breakfast

Crafting group

6:30 Food
Safety
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

9 9:00

10

Healing
Service & HE
9:30—2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

11

14

15

9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

21

17

Healing
Service & HE
9:30—2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

22

23 9:00

Yard Sale

28
6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting

29

set-up all

24

19

5:30—HE

25

26
8:00am—3:00
pm
Yard sale

week! ~~~

31

Healing
Service & HE
9:30—2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

18

(Gallery night)

30 9:00

Crafting group

5:30—HE

5:00pm
WINGS

Healing
Service & HE

11:30 –
Yard Sale
set-up
9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

16 9:00

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

9:45 Sunday
Camp
10:00 HE

27 8:00 HE

6:30pm
Vestry

Crafting group

5:30pm
Celtic
Service

20 8:00 HE

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

12

4:00pm
Caregiver
Support Group

Crafting group

13 8:00 HE

Sat

5

5:30—HE
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A MORNING PRAYER

God of love and compassion; grant me grace to walk in
companionship with you this day so that I may hear and
respond to your call and walk in faithfulness and peace this
day and always.
Amen

