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After a particularly difficult late winter, and a rather short spring - we are finally
experiencing summer! In the summertime there are some changes to our schedules.
School is out, many people use the warmer weather to go on vacation. We might go
for day trips to the ocean or mountains. Cooking is lighter, we are outdoors enjoying
the longer daylight. And life is a bit more casual.
Our church life schedule changes somewhat as well. Lent, Holy Week and Easter are
in the rear-view mirror as we enjoy the so-called season of “ordinary time”. This is
the time where we reflect on our call to be Jesus’ disciples. Sunday School and the
choir take a summer break, and even our coffee hours become lighter with
lemonade and iced tea! Brian Larkin will be taking a well-deserved rest, and we will
enjoy some different music during the summer. In the months of July and August,
Saturday services stay the same at 5:30pm, and Sunday morning services are at
8:00am and 9:30am during the cooler morning, allowing everyone to move into
Sunday activities taking advantage of the wonderful weather.
So how else might we benefit from summer schedule changes? How about attending
a different service than usual – switching from the service you normally attend?
And meeting some new friends! You could even sit in a different pew – how daring
is THAT thought! How about attending a church in another town? I suggest we all
bring back bulletins and pin them to the bulletin board in the parish hall, so
everyone can see all the different places our parish family members are traveling to
this summer.
Summer is a time to rejuvenate, with that most lovely color of this church season –
the green of growing things. And we can certainly do that growing right in the midst
of our parish community. But we can also bring back our experiences of God to
share with one another as we take advantage of being out in God’s good creation
during the balmy weather and longer days ahead. We will be energized and eager to
come back together for our program year with renewed vigor, to continue to be
committed disciples, following wherever Jesus leads.
How blessed are we?!
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

JUNIOR WARDEN’S CORNER
Update on Property:
● We have 3 quotes for fixing the bathrooms downstairs. As soon as funds become
available, the Vestry will take action.
● We are working with a Boy Scout looking to take on something for his Eagle project. Spoke
with him and his family about possibly taking part in painting the outside of the church
hall. Will keep you updated if it is approved and we have a date. Adult help will be
needed.
● The Landscaping Committee has been re-convened to review the plan for outdoor
plantings.
● Church Clean-up Day – Saturday, June 16 th, 9:00 – 2:00. Come for an hour or the duration.
We will be concentrating on the church hall/basement. If there is a project you would like
to lead, please let me know. Pizza will be provided. Sign-up sheet on Ministry Table. Let’s
make it a fun day!
● Still looking for names of possible handyperson, electrician, plumber we can use for
projects in the buildings.
Jacki Zahn, Junior Warden
I can be contacted at church, by email, jmz222@outlook.com or call/text, 401-651-6401.

WINGS GROUP TO MEET, EAT, AND PLAN
St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of
Growing Spiritually) will meet on Monday, June 18th
in the parish hall from 6 to 8pm. All women of the
church are invited! The order of business will be
planning for our next season, including some fun outdoors summer activities, so bring
your ideas! Of course all that brain work will make us hungry, so we will also share a
salad potluck supper. Green salad, chicken salad, fruit salad, whatever your specialty
is, we will enjoy it! There’s no need to sign up this month, just come join us; there will
be plenty for all! New members are always welcomed warmly. See you then!

St. Thomas Annual Picnic!!

We are having a Parish Picnic! It will be held on Sunday, June 10th.
Services will take place at 8:00 and 10:00am as usual. The picnic will
follow the 10:00am service at approximately 11:30am. The grill will be
available, so bring whatever you’d like to throw on the grill. If you wish to
help out by bringing a side dish (non-dessert) to share, that would be
great! A sign-up sheet is posted in the parish hall. We will provide all paper
goods, drinks and the special ice cream dessert – (AND root beer floats!)
This will be the last Sunday for Sunday School and for the choir, so we will
celebrate the ending of our program year. And at the picnic, there will be
games and fun things to do for all ages!
And to cap off our picnic, we will build our own ice cream sundaes – in
traditional St. Thomas’ fashion! So- throw your lawn chairs, outdoor
games and blankets into the car and plan on joining us on Sunday, June
10th. See you there! Rain or shine – we will meet inside if the weather is
uncooperative.

Listening to the Heartbeat of God

SAVE THE DATE:

Saturday, July 7th,
Presentation at 3:00pm, Worship at 5:30pm
You MUST register at Eventbrite:
https://celticspiritualitygreenvilleri.eventbrite.com

It is getting closer to the time for our Celtic Spirituality afternoon with John Philip.
We are looking for volunteers to assist with set-up, hospitality, the book signing
table, refreshments, greeting, registering in our guests, ushering for the worship
service and more. Email or call Rev. Susan+ to volunteer to help that day!
In preparation for our visit by John Philip Newell, we will be reading his incredible
book “Listening for the Heartbeat of God – A Celtic Spirituality” If you signed up
for a book, it is at the Ministry Table along with the assignments of chapters to read
each week. (If you did not order a book, Amazon does have copies.) Our book study
will take place the weeks of:
June 6/7, 13/14 & 20/21~~Wed. evenings 7-8:15pm; Thurs. mornings 10-11:15

Reading this book will make the visit from John Philip so much more meaningful!
You also might like to attend our monthly Celtic Services. They are on the Second
Sunday of the month at 5:30pm. Upcoming services:
June 10th
July 7th (note this is on a Saturday this month)
August 12th

WHEN:

SATURDAY, JUNE 16TH

TIME:

9:00 AM TO 2:00 PM

We will be concentrating on the Hall and downstairs:
● Dusting, wipe-down, decluttering the hall
● Organizing closet in the hall
● Decluttering & organizing, storage rooms downstairs
● Cleaning church school rooms
If you have a project you would like to lead, let me know
asap. I’m also looking for someone to power wash/stain
the deck. All materials will be provided including power
washer.
Pizza will be provided for lunch 😊
Jacki Zahn
Jmz222@outlook.com, 401-651-6401 or see me at church!

A Celtic Project!
This summer, when you are out and around at the beach or ponds or campgrounds, I would
like to ask you to do something for me. If you could pick up a couple of smallish rocks to bring
back to church, we will be doing something with them at a Celtic service in the fall. They
should be about the size of a walnut, fitting nicely in your hand. Don’t be too concerned about
the color or the smoothness or any other characteristic. Simply let the rocks find you and they
will be just perfect. There will be a basket on the Ministry Table in the Parish Hall for them –
and the Celtic service in the fall will be spectacular using all our different rocks. So – enjoy
the journey and keep your eyes peeled for those wonderful rocks, letting them speak to you!
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

PENTECOST CELEBRATED WITH BAPTISMS
This Pentecost weekend was a joyful one at St. Thomas’, with five children
receiving the Sacrament of Holy Baptism from Reverend Susan.
Baptized at the 5:30 service on Saturday, May 19th, were Janeudy William
Cardella, son of Samantha Cardella, and Matteo Paul Accetturo, son of Elyse
and Joshua Accetturo.
On the following morning, Sunday, May 20th, Reverend Susan baptized Norah Rosaline
Pouliot, daughter of Jeff and Rowena Pouliot, and Ava Marie Gonzales and Wilson Wayne
Gonzales, children of Miranda and Wilson Gonzales.
May God’s blessings be upon these new members of His holy church! Congratulations!

CHICKEN POT PIES ARE BACK!
Join us on Saturday, June 23rd for
Chicken Pot Pie, Salad
and Games
5:00pm – 8:00pm
$8.00 per person
Or

Pick up a pie on Sunday, after each service
$6.00 for an individual pie
See sign-up sheet in hall
ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Wed., 9am-4pm, or by appointment

Book Signing
with Barbara Ann Whitman
Our very own Barbara has written her first novel! You are invited to a booksigning party! Meet the author and enjoy light refreshments, provided by the
choir. The title of her book is “Have Mercy” and is largely influenced by
Barbara’s extensive experience working as a social worker in the field of
youth and families. This is a splendid book and we are so blessed to have this
talented author in our midst! Join us after our 10:00am service in the parish
hall on Sunday June 24th, from 11:30-1:00pm.

FROM THE MAILBOX
Many thanks to my St. Thomas’ family for the many acts of
kindness shown to me in the loss of my dearest friend, Don Reid.
Love, Louise Sheldon

LOOKING AHEAD…
---Car wash, Saturday, June 30th, 9:00 to 1:00 in the church parking lot
(unless there is a funeral). Sam Placido is raising funds for an Eagle Scout
project at St. Thomas’.
---Church Beyond the Walls service project, Saturday, July 28th, making
food and participating in outdoor worship at Burnside Park, Providence.
See Jacki Zahn for details.

THIS YEAR’S GRADS
A DIVERSE AND ACTIVE GROUP!!
It is always a pleasure to offer news of the spring graduations of the children and
grandchildren of our St. Thomas’ family. This year is no exception--just read on!
LAUREN BARNES, daughter of Laura Barnes and granddaughter of Tina DiMillo,
graduated with honors from Auburn University with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Architecture. Lauren spent a semester abroad in Italy. Her major school-related
activity involved participating in a program designing women’s transitional housing in
Alabama’s Black Belt region. Lauren’s team of four will now return to Greensboro,
Alabama, to actually build the homes they designed for needy women.
EMMA MURDOCH, who graduates from Smithfield High School with honors, is the
daughter of Kim and Larry Murdoch. Emma has been a counselor at ECC for three
years, and has also been employed there in the off-season, preparing for weekend
events. She has studied piano for 14 years. In the fall Emma will be attending the
University of Vermont, where she plans to major in Neuroscience.
JEREMIAH KNIPE is the grandson of Louise Sheldon. He has
graduated from the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. Jeremiah will train as a pilot for the next two years,
being based in Texas.

Emily and Jim Ritter’s grandson, HENRY RITTER, has graduated with honors from
Brown University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics. Henry enjoyed spending a
semester abroad in France during his college years, and was the business manager of
the Brown Herald newspaper. Following his graduation, he will be moving to New York
City, where he has accepted a job with the New York Times.

JOSEPH SPAZIANO, son of Michael and Phyllis Spaziano, will
graduate from Smithfield High School in June. Joe was active in Boys’
State last summer and then interned at the RI State House, where he
has served as a Senate page since January. He will be attending Clark
University in the fall, majoring in Political Science, with a goal of
entering law school after college.
IVY SWINSKI, daughter of Joe and Deacon Grace Swinski, has graduated from
Marymount Manhattan College with a Bachelor of Arts degree. Her major was writing
for the stage, with concentrations in Gender Studies and in Costume Design. This
summer Ivy will be heading to Ohio , where she will be the assistant costume designer
for four shows with the Weathervane Theater Company, and lead costume designer
for two additional shows. In the fall she will be returning to New York City to pursue
this interest.
SARAH THOMPSON, the daughter of Jon and Sharon Thompson, received her
Bachelor of Science degree with honors from Bryant College, majoring in Molecular
Biology. While at Bryant, Sarah played on the women’s tennis team for three years.
She has been volunteering in the Cancer Center at RI Hospital and continues to work
as a medical scribe with Lifespan Emergency Rooms. After a year’s break, Sarah
plans to continue her education to become a Physician’s Assistant.
We are proud of our graduates and salute them! Hats off as well to the grads’
families for providing them with support and encouragement throughout their years
of study!

THE ALTAR GUILD FLOWER CHART keeps track of each Sunday of the
church year. Parishioners are invited to check the date they may desire to
dedicate flowers in memory of or in thanksgiving for loved ones or to
commemorate special occasions. Giving the flowers that decorate the altar for
Saturday & Sunday worship services is a wonderful way to honor the special
people and times in our lives. We also often deliver the flowers after the
second service on Sunday to our shut-ins or those who are hospitalized brightening their day as our church family remembers them.
The Altar Guild asks for a donation of $35.00 for each request. Checks should
be made payable to St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church with “Altar Guild flowers”
noted on the memo line. Requests must be received at least 2 weeks in
advance of the Sunday desired in order to be acknowledged in the appropriate
Sunday bulletin. If there are already two names on the date you want, we
request you to choose another date, just check with Joan in the office at 9492260. Forms are available in the narthex and should be turned in with your
payment.
IN MEMORIAM
The St. Thomas’ family was saddened by the loss of parishioner Don Reid on
April 5th. Don was the uncle of Marty Reid and the special friend of Louise
Sheldon. He was employed by Stillwater Textile Mill and then by the
Burrillville School Department as Director of Facilities. Don was an active,
fun-loving man who also leaves five children (and a sixth formerly deceased)
and a bevy of grandchildren and great-grandchildren. His funeral was held on April 27th at
Berean Baptist Church in Harrisville. Our Christian sympathies are extended to all his
family members and friends.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Claire Farrar 1

Raymond Duarte 9

Cole Almieda 21

Dan McCormick 1

Mia De Santiago 10

Francis Lusignan 21

Thomas Caine 2

Maxx Doris 10

Dane Hersey 23

Elva Vanner 2

Katrina Coupe 11

Sandi Williams 23

Richard Coyne 3

Jean Marz 11

Nancy Nelson 24

Stephen Herchen 4

Evelyn Young 15

Cheryl Hodgins 26

Michael Herchen 4

Alexandra Gales 17

Fritz Gorman 27

Dennis Kohler 5

Dave Lamontagne 18

Lois Ware 27

Maurice Boulais 6

Al Parrillo 19

Roberta Duarte 28

Eliana Catanzaro 7

Louise Sheldon 19

Joshua Malek 28

Cate Gorman 7

Jon Thompson 28

JUNE WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Stanley and June Heywood

1

Kaitlyn and Justin Turcotte 6
Brian and Susan Carpenter

14

Francis and Deb Lusignan 14
Jeff and Dyana LeBlanc 16
Todd and Sally Hersey

19

Dave and Paulette Lamontagne
Al and Jean Marz

21

25

Richard and Lorraine Bourque
Nicholas and Jennifer Ray

28

Paul and Francesca Leclerc

29

28

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
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Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

5:30—HE

3 8:00

4

HE
10:00
HE
4:00-6:00pm
Newcomer
Dinner with
the Vestry

10 8:00

5

6 9:00

7

6:00-8:00pm
Book &
Movie
Group

Healing
Service &
HE
9:30—
2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

5:30—HE

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

11

12

Camp

10:00 HE
11:30 annual
church
picnic
5:30pm
Celtic
Service

13 9:00

14

Healing
Service &
HE
9:30—
2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

Crafting group

15

18

19

6:00-8:00pm
WINGS

6:30pm
Vestry

5:30—HE

20 9:00

21

Healing
Service &
HE
9:30—
2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

22

11:30-1:00pm
Book Signing
for Barbara
Whitman

25
6:30-8:00
pm Order of
St. Luke
meeting

23
5:30-8:00pm
Pie & Game
Night

Crafting group

5:30—HE

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

HE
10:00
HE

16
9:00am2:00pm
Church Cleanup Day! (lunch
included)

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

HE
10:00
HE

24 8:00

9
4:00pm
Caregiver
Support Group

Crafting group

HE
9:45 Sunday

17 8:00

8

26

27 9:00

28

Healing
Service &
HE
9:30—
2:00pm

10:00-11:15am
School of
Discipleship

Crafting group

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

29

30
10:00am-1:00pm
Car Wash

5:30—HE
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A Blessing
May the blessings of the earth surround you.
Clear paths and firm ground to walk upon,
Fresh water and green shoots to sustain you.
May the blessings of the sky surround you.
Rising sun to lighten your journey,
Soft rain in due season to refresh you.
May the blessings of heaven surround you.
Angel voices to raise your spirits,
The Father’s arms to lift and embrace you.
John Birch, faithandworship.com

