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Summer is here! And our worship services on Sunday also look a little different. The choir
takes a break. Sunday school ends one year and prepares for the next. Shorts, sandals, and
polo shirts often show up – life is more casual. And we share iced tea and lemonade at our two
fellowship hours instead of coffee. Our service times are also a tad different:

Sunday mornings – 8:00am and 9:30am until after Labor Day weekend.
Our Saturday service is also a cool welcome spot at 5:30pm – come early and just sit in our
beautiful sacred space and soak up the sunshine streaming in on a late afternoon.
Contemplative instrumental Taize music plays quietly when you arrive.
~ AND ~
We have two “Mass on the Grass” services – July 14th and August 11th! See you outside!!
We invite you to come and join us at St. Thomas’ on these beautiful, breezy Saturday evenings
and Sunday mornings. It is splendid to worship together as a parish family – and for folks who
worry about some wiggling and laughter in church – it is a great time to get children used to
being in church. The services are a bit shorter in the summer; the mood might be a little more
relaxed and the second service starts and ends earlier. AND we REALLY like being together –
so it is joyful! So, plan on joining us on these lovely summertime weekends to remember how
grateful we are to our Creator and to give thanks. After all, God doesn’t go on vacation in the
summer - see you in church!
Blessings,
Rev. Susan+

*

Several of us from St. Thomas recently attended the Church Beyond the Walls 2nd annual
charity fundraiser held at the 1149 Restaurant in Warwick. The event consisted of tasty appetizers,
a silent auction, and fellowship with advocates of the “no walls” church, which is located at
Burnside Park in Providence.
For those of you not familiar with CBW, it “is a street-church community called to build
solidarity among people from all walks of life, house and unhoused, poor and privileged, churched
and unchurched”.* CBW is a “specialized mission of the Episcopal Diocese of RI in partnership
with the New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.” With an annual
budget of $37, 300, it is self-supporting. Pastor Linda Forsberg, a Lutheran minister, is the main
celebrant.
The church has its roots in the “Occupy Providence” movement back in 2011. For the past
5 years, a Eucharist service has been held EVERY SATURDAY despite record cold and snow,
sleet, rain and hot, humid weather. Deacon Grace brought the message of CBW to St. Thomas’ and
the Holy Spirit tapped me on the shoulder (again!) and led me to encourage others to make it their
mission.
The theme of this year’s fundraiser was “Stories of Transformation.” I was awed by one
woman who spoke of her spiritual journal and how it led her to CBW. After being down on her
luck several times in her life, attending churches of different denominations, she kept coming back
to Church Beyond the Walls. One term she used, “serve with kindness” struck me. On a Saturday
afternoon at the Burnside Park Eucharist, approximately 30 to 75 people from all walks of life show
up for the Eucharist service and/or a meal that is served afterward. We come from all walks of life
and we all have our joys and our pain. When you attend one of these services you will notice one
thing…people care about each other. All are invited to participate in many ways and you will
notice…they serve with kindness. Once when I was serving food, a man, obviously a “street
person”, took off his cross and put it around my neck. I was humbled.
I’m inviting YOU to be present so you can see it for yourself. Talk to me and I will give
you details of how you can help bring the spirit of kindness to others less fortunate. Our next
service project is SATURDAY, JULY 28TH. We meet at St. Thomas between 10:30 and 10:45 to
travel to the Diocese building on North Main Street in Providence where CBW is housed. For more
details, see me at church or email, text, call me at jmz222@outlook.com, or 401-651-6401.
God’s blessings, Jacki Zahn
* As I couldn’t have said it any better, I took some quotes directly from the CBW website at
http://churchbeyondthewalls.org.

CITY CAMP DATES APPROACHING QUICKLY!

Before we know it, we will be hosting our first City
Camp visit on July 17. The children attending the
event live in the Olneyville area of Providence and
are between the ages of 6 and 12. Accompanied by
their counselors they arrive at St. Thomas’ around
10:30am and reluctantly board the buses for home
by 3pm. We have a fabulous time feeding, playing,
and talking with the children. They begin their
stay by helping to prepare for the meal (writing a
grace, making placemats, helping assemble the salad, etc.), then move on to the meal itself,
followed by outdoor play. Before leaving, they each receive a bag of healthy snacks to take
home and share with their family.
How can you help? Here are some suggestions
1.

Donate some snacks for the snack bags. Suggestions may be found on the list on the
parish hall bulletin board. Or you may give money directly to Marty Brown, and she
will gladly purchase what is needed

2. Come to help play with the children, either in the morning or in the afternoon. No
experience needed!
3. Most important of all, plan to come and share lunch with the children between noon
and 1pm in the parish hall. The menu features salad, penne, meatballs, bread, Hoodsie
cups, and cookies, and is all-you-can-eat. Having adults eat with the children creates
the feeling of a family meal that so many of them long for.
Sign up sheets to volunteer your time, or to eat lunch with the children, are located on the
Ministry Table. Questions may be directed to Marty Brown between Sunday services or at
949-1272. Two additional City Camp visits will happen on July 31 and August 14. All dates
are on Tuesdays. We guarantee that you will leave your time at a City Camp meal richer than
when you arrived!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

We have continued the Capital Campaign as an ongoing event to continue the necessary
improvements and repairs to the church property. Most of the pledges have been paid off,
however, a number of people have continued their generous pledges beyond the original end
date. These collections are helping us pay off the loan from the diocese that we used to pay for
our kitchen, which will be paid off in April of next year.
We also continue the repair projects as money becomes available and have a list of projects that
need to be completed. This wish list is set up by priorities but emergencies will always come first.
Our wish list includes new windows for the church hall, new or refurbished doors for the parish
hall, painting the outside of the parish hall, altar renovations, and the list goes on. When you are
dealing with a building that is almost 200 years old, you are really never done!
One idea the Capital Campaign Committee came up with was “Dollar Sunday.” What we planned
was this: on the third Sunday of every month, every person is asked to put a dollar bill into one of
the green Capital Campaign envelopes and drop it into the collection plate. This money would help
pay off the loan but more importantly, it allows EVERY person in the church to be a part of the
campaign and in effect to take ownership of the future of St Thomas’ Church!
Our first Dollar Sunday was on June 17th. We received 54 green envelopes for the capital campaign
and a total of $276.25. That turned out to be an average of $5.11 per envelope. BUT the most
important thing we found was that 108 people came to services on the 17 th, which means we
collected close to three times as much money as we thought we might.
The Dollar Days campaign will continue to help with our ongoing projects, and every third Sunday
will be Dollar Day. Our next collection will be on July 15th, so save a dollar or two and use the
green envelope to help keep St Thomas’ safe, dry and secure. Thank you for your generosity!
Al Parrillo
Tim Kane
Co-chairs of the Capital Campaign Committee

WINGS GROUP PLANS SUMMER EXCURSIONS
All St. Thomas’ women are invited to attend two special
WINGS meetings with summertime themes, coming in
July and August! On Sunday, July 15, the group will
enjoy a cruise on the Blackstone River, where they will
hear stories of the area’s early history and its settlers
as well as viewing wildlife such as heron, hawks, deer, and
turtles along the river’s thick foliaged banks. We will
meet in the church parking lot at 12:45 to leave for the 2:00 cruise which leaves
from East Providence. Tickets are priced at $12 for adults and $10 for seniors (over
62). If you plan to attend, please sign up on the Ministry Table and get your check
made out to Karen Pare to her by Sunday, July 8th. The group plans to stop for an
early dinner afterward.
In August we plan to attend a performance of the musical,
“The Music Man”, being presented at the Bradley
Playhouse in nearby Putnam, CT. Who can forget the
tuneful melodies “76 Trombones” and “Marion, Madame
Librarian”? Our trip is scheduled for Sunday, August
19th. Once again we will meet in the church parking lot at
12:45 to attend the 2:00 performance. Tickets cost $21.50, and if we have over 10
participants, a group rate may be available. Please sign up on the Ministry Table and
get your check to Karen Pare by Sunday, August 5th. Once again the group will be
stopping for dinner after the play.
Questions? Contact Karen Pare at 949-1427 or email her at klplamb24@gmail.com.
If you will attend both events, please write separate checks--it helps with
record-keeping! Here’s hoping we enjoy two lovely afternoons in the company of our
WINGS sisters! Come and join us!

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.

JUNIOR WARDEN’S CORNER
This month I wanted to refresh everyone’s memory of the Property Priority
List we established in March of this year. Obviously, our biggest obstacle
right now is funding. However, as funds become available we can probably chip away at some of
these projects. Also, a BIG THANK YOU to all those who offered help and/or completed some of
the things on the list. Completed projects are indicated by a line drawn through them.
If there is ANYTHING, you think you can do to make our physical property better please let me
know. I can be contacted at church, by email, jmz222@outlook.com or call/text, 401-651-6401.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church has been
around for many generations.
Let’s make sure we take care of it for the generations
who will come after us.

God’s Blessings, Jacki Zahn, Junior Warden

Priority List
Top Priority
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Hall front doors
Door key issue
All hand rails
Improve Church cleaning
Electricity in bell tower
Bathrooms downstairs
Repair pews in classrooms
Heating noise in classroom
Label drawers, sinks in kitchen
Seal back stairway/deck
Handicap rail/walkway needs maintenance
Light/sensor on Garage
Office sign for Rectory
Copy machine/electrical

● Outside kitchen door - metal threshold had peeled away from wall
● Old table outside (leaning against hall wall)
● Light in janitor closet, upstairs bathroom (electrical issue)
Wish List 1
● New Hall windows. Could ask for donations, i.e. in thankgiving or memory
of (We will have an estimate for these soon.)]
● Table for back of church
● Wooden boxes in pews (for envelopes)
● Boiler room vent
● Map all circuit breakers
● Secure pipe on outside of hall
● Clean out closets and rooms downstairs; sort, inventory and post lists on
doors.
Wish List 2
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Hall electric
Chair & table storage (hall)
Tile bathroom floor (hall)
Chipping paint/plaster in church & bell tower
Fix small bell in bell tower
New bulkhead & lock (outside)
Paint classrooms (include pipe) downstairs

Dream List (if money were no object!)
● Paint cinder block entry/and back entry
● Ceiling tiles in hallway (from hall to church)
● Redesign altar area
o Restoration contractor
● Cushions for pews/new communion rail cushions

Ongoing Maintenance
● Shoveling, and sanding, establish volunteer list
● Make sure outside area is cleaned and free of junk/debris
● Regular dishwasher maintenance
o De-lime, (monthly?)
o Drain and clean monthly
o Fill soap and rinse additive as needed
o Grease trap
● “Big” cleaning of kitchen after church dinners
Outdoors
● Ivy, plants in areas between church & hall
● Update landscaping
● “Sinking area” near back stairs
Chimney on side of church needs to be checked and probably “repointed”
Dehumidifier issues (ongoing maintenance)
Fix sink leaks
Paint Hall outside (possible Eagle Scout project this year)
Repointing is the process of renewing the pointing, which is the external part of mortar joints, in
masonry construction. Over time, weathering and decay cause voids in the joints between
masonry units, usually in bricks, allowing the undesirable entrance of water.

Flower Power
The Flower Power fundraiser brought in $347.00. Thank you to all
who participated. We will be offering another fundraiser in the Fall,
just in time to order your spring bulbs! This time we will have paper orders available
and we will combine orders into one, shipping to St. Thomas’, to save on the
shipping cost. Happy planting!

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church Directory - UPDATE
Lifetouch Church Directories will be here on Friday, September 28th and Saturday
September 29th to take photographs of all parishioners for a pictorial church
directory. (An additional day will be added the following week if needed.) There is
no cost to St. Thomas’ and no cost to you for the sitting. All parishioners who
participate will receive a free 8” x 10” photograph AND a copy of the church
directory. Additional pictures will be available for purchase. (You must have your
picture taken to receive a copy of the directory.)
You will be contacted sometime during August/September to schedule a sitting time
convenient for you and your family.
A benefit of this project is that participants will be able to access contact
information for all of our parishioners who will be in the directory. Stay tuned
throughout the summer for updates on this project!

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Wed., 9am-4pm, or by appointment

PENNY SOCIAL IN PLANNING STAGES
Once again we will be assembling gift baskets for the bazaar’s Penny
Social. There will be a sign-up sheet on the ministry table, listing the
items we will need for the various themed baskets.
There are other ways you can help! Do you know someone who owns a
business, or do you frequent a business (restaurant, golf course, beauty salon, etc.).
Perhaps you could ask the owner if they would like to support St. Thomas’ by
contributing a gift certificate for their service or by purchasing an ad for our bazaar
program. It’s great publicity for a small cost!
You can also contribute by donating baskets and other containers which might be
used to assemble the baskets or display other Penny Social contributions. See Deb
Farrar for details.

Coffee Hour continues after both Sunday services during
the summer months, with cold drinks available as well. Please
sign up to host a Sunday; the sheet is located on the small
bulletin board to the left of the coffee pot. Your donation of
baked goods, fruit, veggies, cheese and crackers is always welcome! Thank you.

LOOKING AHEAD…
---Church Beyond the Walls service project, Saturday, September 22
and Saturday, November 24, making food and participating in outdoor
worship at Burnside Park, Providence. See Jacki Zahn for details.
---Friday and Saturday, September 28 and 29. Lifetouch Studios will
visit to take pictures for the upcoming Church Directory. You will be called to make
an appointment for a sitting.
---Friday and Saturday, November 16 and 17, will be the annual Hollyberry Bazaar.
Stay tuned for details!

Prayers, Patience, People and Perseverance
I have never prayed as hard as I have in the last 3 months. I have prayed in my
own piece-of-heaven-St. Thomas’ Church, in Buddhist and Taoist temples, in
Taiwanese Christian chapels, in my car, in the bath tub and whilst watching
beautiful sunsets that remind me to be still and at peace. I pray quietly, I pray
out loud, I whisper my thoughts and sometimes yell my prayers to the heavens. I
have even yelled at God, and none too pleasantly. There was a time when I
questioned that my prayers were being heard, but how can I question that my
deep, heart-wrenching pain is not being recognized and considered by God? Of
course it is.
For whatever reason, our family is being wrung through an emotional mangle as
we see our son being detained in a country whose judicial system seems alien,
unjust and totally barbaric. But it is THEIR system and here’s where the patience
has to come into play. Their time line is slow motion compared to mine….I am
quick, efficient and dedicated and I believe in getting things done, showing
compassion and helping all who allow me to aid them. I am a Christian and I
believe in God and his own undeniable love for his own son and I believe that
God’s favor falls on all, including the authorities that are denying my son his
freedom. When I pray, I also pray that the Taiwanese authorities show
compassion and act speedily to end this ordeal. I pray that God has mercy on
them but maybe just a tad more mercy on my son.
We are, after all, the same people. We are placed on this earth with a short life
to live, little time to do more and less time to make an impact on others. The
obstacles that our family now face are real. They are terrifying and they require
a lot of patience, which Sharon Thompson has a limited amount of. But I must
not give up sight that whatever is happening now is happening for a reason.
Reasons do not have to be reasonable but there is a reason for everything. God’s
plan for my family seems harsh and overwhelming at present but what am I to
do about it?
I can pray. I can have faith that all will be well. I can tell myself that this too shall
pass. I can ask and I shall receive. I have asked for my church community’s
prayers and support and I have received it in great abundance. The hastily
organized prayer service held on June 22nd brought people together to share and
reflect in Luke’s absence and the love we all feel for him. It was so very
emotional for me and I was not the only one sobbing as the candles were lit. I
am not the only one begging God to have mercy on our family and bring
resolution, many people are and that in itself brightens the darkness that has
fallen on us. I thank you all for your prayers, I thank you all from the bottom of
my heart.

I visited Luke in Taiwan last month and we were traveling in a taxi when he said
“Mom, do you know what the most common phrase is in the Bible?” I did not but I
made some educated guesses and they were all wrong. He continued, “I will give
you a clue – there are four words in the phrase”. Hmmm, still no correct guesses.
“Do Not Be Afraid” said Luke and then added “that means more to me than ever
right now”. To me, that phrase is not a suggestion, more a command. On closer
inspection, “Do not be afraid” is followed by the phrase “Do not be discouraged”
ten times in the Bible……Wise words in a time when I need both courage and
encouragement. Rev. Susan+ chose a musical version of “Do not be afraid” at the
prayer service for Luke – it was during the playing of this that I let go of the tears
I had been holding in for months. Yes, Susan+ made me cry. Yes, I need to cry
and yes, I need to share my tears and my fears with YOU if you will let me. You
are my People.
So, I say my prayers. I try so hard to be patient and ask Luke to practice that
patience with me. I love the people of St. Thomas’, wholeheartedly and without
exception…..Now I need the perseverance to face each day as it comes with the
fortitude needed to keep myself together. I am useless to Luke if I cannot
function. I am nothing if I lose hope.
So, my people: Pray with me for the safe, speedy return of my son and one of St.
Thomas’ flock. Remind me to be patient as this ordeal now enters its fourth
month and help me to persevere in my belief that All will be Well.
Heavenly Father, I pray that Luke is returned to us, his family, with haste. Allow us
to love him by holding his hand and see him in a safe place at the start of each day
and the end of each evening. Have mercy on those who judge him and show them
the compassion to assure his freedom soon. As you loved your son and would move
mountains for him, so would we for ours. We pray for your ears to listen to our
prayers and the wings of your angels to bring Luke home. Amen.
Submitted by Sharon Thompson

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Albert Robinson 2

Zachary Wedda 16

Samantha Gales 25

Barbara Plouffe 6

Claudia Amaral 20

Tiffani Herchen 25

Peter Grace 7

Joseph D’Angelo 20

Jessica Hodgins 25

Justin Turcotte 7

Olivia Turcotte 21

Sarah Thompson 26

Lisa Coleman 8

Dillon Turcotte 22

Carol Derosier 29

Brett Ferrucci 10

Lilianna Turcotte 22

Deborah Farrar 29

Riley Whitten 10

Michelle Kelley 23

Marisa Catanzaro 31

Samuel Placido 13

Donald Boulais 25

Russell Couture 31

JULY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Maurice and Kelly Sarette

9

Kevin and Joelle Fournier

13

Samuel and Deborah Ciotola
Russell and Julia Couture
Phil and Nicole Larkin

14

17

Bob and Sandi Williams

25

Charles and Nancy Miller
John and Janice Crouse

14

26
30

Robert and Ashley Fiske 30
Roger and Judith Teixeira

30

IN MEMORIAM
Our St. Thomas’ community mourns the death of beloved parishioner Anna
Kitada, on May 26th, after a long illness. Anna was an active member in St.
Thomas’ youth activities, including Sunday School, and played the role of Mary
in a recent Epiphany pageant. Anna is survived by her mother, Claudia Huntley, and
sister Kate Kitada. Her service was conducted by Reverend Susan at St. James’
Episcopal Church on June 1st. Our deepest condolences are extended to Claudia,
Kate, Anna’s extended family, and all who loved her.

July 2018
Sun
1
8:00 HE
9:30 HE

8
8:00 HE
9:30 HE

Mon
2

9

Tue
3

10

Wed
4

11 9:00 HE & 12
9:30—
2:00pm

16

29
8:00 HE
9:30 HE

13

18 9:00 HE & 19

11:00—
2:00pm
City Campers

Healing
service

Sat
7
3:00pm John
Philip Newell
Forum
5:30—HE
Celtic
Service
14 3:30pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support
Group

6:30pm
vestry

17

12:45 WINGS
River Cruise

22
8:00 HE
9:30 HE

Fri
6

Healing
service

Crafting
group
15
8:00 HE
9:30 HE

Thu
5

5:30—HE
“Mass on
the Grass”
20

9:30—
2:00pm

21

5:30—HE

Crafting
group
23

24

27

28

Healing
service

6:30-8:00
pm Order of
St. Luke
meeting

30

25 9:00 HE & 26
9:30—
2:00pm

Crafting
group
31
11:00—
2:00pm
City Campers

5:30—HE

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Phyllis Spaziano 2

June Heywood 10

Lawrence Murdoch 20

Jeffrey Doris 4

Willa Blais 11

Shawn Scott 20

Gregory Young 4

Thomas Scott 12

Agnes Smith 20

Stephen Smith 5

Peter Trementozzi 16

Michael Wedda 23

Phyllis Barton 6

Dyana LeBlanc 17

Jennifer Derosier 25

Kevin Fournier 6

Lorraine Bourque 19

Kelly Almieda 26

Michael Herchen 6

Virginia Martin 19

Christina Caldwell 27

Barry Wenskowicz 7

Emma Archambault 20

Frederick Leigh 27

Norm Martin 9

Jake Bowen 20

Georgette Uttley 29

Daniel Kelley 20

AUGUST WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Louis and Ruth Lambert

2

Ronald and Agnes Smith

7

Forrest Crooks and Kelly Villanueva
Dan and Michelle Kelley

17

Donald and Carol Parker

21

Barry and Diane Wenskowicz
Harold and Nancy Nelson
Gregory and Kirsten Young

14

25

26
26

WEDDING CELEBRATION
Congratulations to parishioners Albert Robinson and Briana DiSarro, who
were joyfully united in Holy Matrimony by Reverend Susan on Saturday,
June 9th, at St. Thomas’. We wish God’s blessings upon the newlyweds
each day of their lives!

August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1 9:00 HE &

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat
4

Healing
service

9:30—
2:00pm

5:30—HE

Crafting
group
5
8:00 HE
9:30 HE

6

7

8 9:00 HE &
9:30—
2:00pm

13

14
11:00—
2:00pm
City Campers

5:30pm
Celtic
Service

19
8:00 HE
9:30 HE

15 9:00 HE

Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support
Group

6:30pm
vestry

16

11 3:30pm

17

5:30—HE
“Mass on
the Grass”
18

& Healing
service

9:30—
2:00pm

5:30—HE

Crafting
group
20

21

22 9:00 HE

23

24

25

& Healing
service

9:30—
2:00pm

12:45 WINGS
“The Music
Man”

26
8:00 HE
9:30 HE

10

Healing
service

Crafting
group
12
8:00 HE
9:30 HE

9

5:30—HE

Crafting
group
27

28

29 9:00 HE
& Healing

6:30-8:00
pm Order of
St. Luke
meeting

service

9:30—
2:00pm

Crafting
group

30

31
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Evening Prayer

Renew me this night in the depths of sleep,
Set free my dreams of the unknown.
Safeguard this time of resting, O God,
Enfold me in the darkness of the night.
J. Philip Newell
Celtic Benediction

