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I want to share something with you that Robert Wright, a bishop in Atlanta, wrote a few years ago:
THE GAP
“The gap that Jesus cares about is the space between what we say and how we live. The gap between
religious tradition and what God actually said. Jesus asks us to inspect the gaps of our lives. He
knows us so well. He knows that despite our good we allow human and religious traditions to
supplant God's desire for our lives. We do this in small and large ways, individually and together
to decrease the danger of following Jesus. Lips praising God are one thing; lives praising God, that's
a different matter altogether. What can be gained by inspecting the gaps in our lives? Only more
authenticity. Only spiritual growth. Only the peace that comes when our minds and our behinds
move in one direction.”
I don’t know about you, but this resonates with me! What we SAY and what we DO really should
sync up. And I’m not sure it does all the time - with any of us. But it surely is a worthy goal.
Our Vestry works hard to ensure that we are listening to God’s voice for direction and vision for our
parish. We fund ministry and give weight to the ways we have discerned collectively that we should
move to serve God as the people of St. Thomas’. I would say that it is also important for all of us to
take those same steps in our own lives. Where are OUR gaps? Do we say we want to learn more
about our faith, and then not act on that? Do we say we really want to be a more active member of
our parish, and then not make the time for that? Do we say we want to serve others, but figure well,
next month, next year, I am too busy right now?
Well – the good news is that we have many things happening at church to help you fill the gaps in
your life! If you want to increase your knowledge of God and your faith –if you want to get to know
other members of the parish and figure out where you might fit in - if you want to serve others, then
just read this newsletter to check out opportunities that are coming up!
When we make sure that “our minds and our behinds move in one direction” it can only bring a
deeper relationship with our Lord. What new thing will YOU take on to fill a gap in your life?
Remember this: Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those
who travel the way with us, so be quick to love and make haste to be kind. In this brand-new
season of autumn, may we all praise God with our lips AND with our lives!
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church Directory - UPDATE
By now, most of you have heard that the Vestry approved an initiative to publish a
Church Directory…with pictures! If not, here’s a recap from the last newsletter
article:
Lifetouch Church Directories will be here on Friday, September 28th and Saturday
September 29th. to take photographs of all parishioners for a pictorial church directory.
(An additional day will be added the following week if needed.) There is no cost to St.
Thomas’ and no cost to you for the sitting. All parishioners who participate will received
a free 8 x 10 photograph and the church directory. Additional pictures will be available
for purchase. (You must have your picture taken to receive the directory.)
Many of you have already scheduled your appointments; Friday and Saturday are both
full. (I have contacted Lifetouch and we are in the process of scheduling another day.
For now, some of you are on the Wait List.)
Once I know what the additional day is, I will be in contact with you to schedule your
sitting time. If you want to be added to the Wait List, please let me know asap. I can be
reached at jmz222@outlook.com, or by phone/text, 401-651-6401. If I don’t pick up,
please leave a message and I WILL return your call.
You don’t have to be a parishioner at St. Thomas to have your picture taken. What a
great time to have photos taken for the holidays or what about “generational
photographs”? If you have family and/or friends who are interested, just let me know
😊.
Jacki Zahn, Junior Warden

Movie & Snacks!
On Sunday, September 23rd from noon – 2:00pm, The School of Discipleship will be
showing the Rob Bell movie “Everything is Spiritual”. Rob uses the TED Talks
approach to discuss the how and why of existence in a fascinating and inclusive way.
This is a REALLY wonderful movie, about an hour and a half. We’ll spend a little
time at the end talking about what our impressions are. If you have enjoyed the short
NOOMA Videos – get ready to love this awesome video! Feel free to bring a bag
lunch, we will provide popcorn, drinks and snacks. Join us!!

BOOK GROUP TO RESUME
St. Thomas’ Book and Movie group, which has been on hiatus during
the summer, will resume on Tuesday evening, September 4th at 6:00
in the rectory to discuss “East of Eden” by John Steinbeck. This classic family saga
should provide plenty of topics for discussion! The discussion portion of the evening is
preceded by a potluck dinner, when members can catch up with one another and share the
culinary delights which each person brings.
The group meets on the first Tuesday of each month with a similar format: eating, then
talking. All are invited to attend any or all sessions! In future months their book
selections will include “The Orphan’s Tale” and “Conclave”, while featured movies will
include “Catch 22” and “Wonder.” A complete list of dates and selections will be available
in the narthex soon.
Hope to see you for a fun and stimulating evening!

WINGS GROUP TO ENJOY FESTIVE TEA
Ladies of St. Thomas’: Join us on Monday, September 10th
(one week earlier than usual) for a delectable high tea at
the home of Carolyn Villanova, 251 Douglas Hook Rd.,
Chepachet! The event will begin at 6pm, and you may
carpool from the church, leaving at 5:45, or go to Carolyn’s
house directly. Be ready to have your palate tickled by
tasty and savory treats, all delectable and served on lovely china and linens--a treat for all
the senses! Please sign up on the Ministry Table, so we will know how many to prepare for.
St. Thomas’ WINGS group (Women in Need of Growing Spiritually) has something to offer
women of all ages in terms of fellowship, fun, and spiritual growth. Come and see; you are
guaranteed to have an enjoyable evening!

Sunday School News!
Sunday School Registration
We will hold Sunday School registration on September 9 th and 16th in our parish hall. After
both the 8:00am and 10:00am services, come and find out about the wonderful things that
are ahead for our children, and fill out the paperwork that will register them for the year
ahead.
Come and join us on September 23rd as we kick-off the new program year in Sunday
School. Classes on Sunday mornings start promptly at 9:45am, and the children join their
families during the service in church at the Peace. The first Sunday of each month is
“Youth Sunday”, with our young people taking part in the service. And our wonderful
Sunday School teachers can attend the entire worship service!

AND we invite everyone to really kick off the school year on a positive note! On
September 22nd at our 5:30 service, and on September 23rd at both services we will pray
for everyone involved in education, and will bless students, (of ALL ages!), and their
backpacks or book bags as they begin the new school year. So bring bags to our Backpack
Blessing, and put them around the altar when you arrive at church. We look forward to
welcoming you and helping to make this school year the best it can be, knowing that our
children and young people are embraced by their parish community!
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Celtic Worship Service
Don’t forget that on the second Sunday evening of each month we have a wonderful evening
service. At the beginning of each service our enthusiastic Celtic Music Guild, directed by
Kim Murdoch, leads us in music. They teach us the chants and hymns that are then used in
that service. Our talented Worship Guild, under the leadership of Donna Doris, arranges the
worship space in a way that is conducive to quiet, mystical and transcendent worship.
In these challenging times, it is such a gift that we are able to enter into contemplative
worship together. It is a delightful way to start the week. So, grab a friend and plan on
joining us for this lovely, candlelit prayer service on September 9 th at 5:30pm. Candles are lit
and the church is ready by 5:00 for you to sit in this beautiful, sacred space and breathe
deeply.
ALL are welcome!

CHURCH HALL (OUTSIDE) PAINT PROJECT –
HELP NEEDED

😊

If all goes as planned and the weather cooperates, we will be painting the outside of the Church Hall on Saturday,
September 15th, 8:00 START TIME. (Rain date, September 22nd)
Sam Placido has been coordinating this initiative for his Eagle Scout Project. He will have a group of scouts to
help out also.
A lot of work has gone into this project and I’d like to offer a SPECIAL THANK YOU to Marty Brown who
coordinated all the preparation efforts. Marty, John Gallonio and Al Parrillo also donated the funding to get the
building prepared for painting.

Lucien Tessier is organizing a work crew. If you have not been contacted and wish to help out,
please see him, sign the sign up sheet on the Ministry Table or get in touch with Jacki Zahn,
jmz222@outlook.com or 401-651-6401.

Pizza and beverages will be provided for lunch!

GERMAN DINNER
Friday, September 21st
5:30pm – 7:30pm

Come join us for a German feast of:
Cucumber Salat
Pork Schnitzel
Spätzle
Bratwurst
Knockwurst
Potato Dumplings
Onion Gravy
Apple Dessert
Cost: $20 per person
Sign up sheet will be in Parish Hall!

GUTES ESSEN!

“Mass on the Grass”
AND
“Blessing of the Animals” Liturgy
Saturday, September 29th – 5:30pm on the back lawn

Every year around this time we celebrate the “Blessing of the Animals”. The Church keeps
the Feast of St. Francis on Oct. 4, and so we bless animals close to that date as a way to
honor his life!
Francis of Assisi is known for his profound connection with God and with God’s whole
creation. Our invitation to all of God’s creatures to join us in worship reminds us that God
is glorified by woofs and meows and chirps, too! The love that we feel toward our pets is
another facet of God’s love alive in us. If we are kind to these animals, should we not be
kind to all animals, and indeed to God’s whole creation?
So we will honor St. Francis at this special Eucharist with readings, music and hopefully
wonderful weather. And if the weather is uncooperative, we will still have the service in
the parish hall. So bring along your favorite pets and plan on joining us! (Dogs on leashes
and cats in carriers, please.) And if you wish, bring along a lawn chair – and settle in for a
lovely late afternoon service with our beloved pets!

COMING UP! Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the next St. Thomas’
ministry day with Church Beyond the Walls, which will be held on Saturday,
September 22nd. Join fellow church members as we lovingly prepare food at the
Cathedral in the morning which is then distributed to those who attend the outside
Eucharist in Burnside Park, downtown Providence, in the afternoon. The experience
will change your life!
See Jacki Zahn for details.

LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE UPDATE
Work has begun on several outdoor projects approved by our Vestry. All the
plants, bushes, and weeds have been removed from the “Garden In Between” in
preparation for the painting of the Parish Hall in September.
Plans are in the works to reestablish the gardens on either side of the
church’s front door. Although we have not yet decided which kind of bushes
and/or plants will be planted in these two gardens, we have decided that easy
maintenance and mature size will be two important factors.
The Committee plans to have another Kousa Dogwood tree planted on the
left side of the ramp to the church’s front door, to match the dogwood on
the right side of the ramp. Leveling and seeding of the dip in the southeast
lawn (where there used to be a garden) will hopefully occur in the Fall
or early Spring.
The Vestry has also approved our proposal to leave the southeast side of the
church “as is” for the time being. This decision allows for minimal maintenance
and continued visibility of our church’s beautiful architecture.
Future Landscaping Committee endeavors will include evaluating the exterior
grounds of the Rectory. We will be looking at what is known in the realty
world as “curb appeal”, and a plan will be presented for Vestry approval.
Marty Brown, Janet Francis, Audrey Poliquin, and Gigi Uttley
Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcome

CITY CAMPERS’ GRACES REFLECT THANKFULNESS
City Camp visits to St. Thomas’ this summer were spectacular! Each group of children was special
in its own way and made all the work worth our efforts. Each week the children are divided into
three groups, with each given a task which contributes to our time together. One group writes a
Grace, with a counselor’s guidance, to pray before our meal. Here are the Graces that were
written this summer, complete with the children’s own punctuation, emphasis, and font size, all of
which reflect their feelings.
July 17;

Dear God,
Thanks for being there and keeping us alive!
You’re the BEST GOD ever!
Thanks for giving us food, animals, friends, and clothes!
City Camp is the best camp ever!
Thanks for no wars in any of our lives!
Thanks for making ST.THOMAS’!
Give them blessings for having us here!
Please keep us safe and sound! AMEN

July 31:

Dear God,
Thank you for food and water,
a happy world and our families.
Thank you for City Camp,
the beautiful nature and animals.
Thank you for the field trips we’ve been on,
the houses we live in and most of all
for making us who we are. Amen!

August 14:

We thank God
for this world we live in,
family, friends, City Camp, this community,
school, and homes. Amen

To all the volunteers who helped to make a special day for these children, THANK YOU for all you
did to help. The smiles and laughter we saw told us just how much they enjoyed their day with us.
Marty Brown

2018 BAZAAR
Save the dates!
Friday, November 16th & Saturday, November 17th
That’s only 11 weeks away!!
This year’s Bazaar will feature:
Several tables loaded with handmade Crafts.
Christmas Crafts, including themed, lighted trees
and handmade ornaments.
A Pantry loaded with jams, jellies and pickles.
Bake tables with all your favorites including Breads,
Fudge, Maids of Honor and Mince Pies.
Raffles and a Door Prize.
Our Café, serving hot meals such as Chicken Pot Pie,
Shepherd’s Pie, French Meat Pie and Chili.
Soup-to-go: Home made and sold by the quart.
A Penny Social with dozens of great prizes.
A Kid’s Penny Social with pint-sized prizes.
The Secret Santa Room, kids can craft and shop!
Private Vendors selling beautiful hand crafts.
The Book Nook – back again!
Please look for a flyer in upcoming bulletins, highlighting ways
YOU can help. Of course, sign-ups will be on the Ministry Table!
Contact Sharon Thompson for more info: (401) 263-0060

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Kimberly Ferrucci 4

Jennifer Ray 15

Janis Reedy 23

Ethan Smith 9

Peter Trementozzi 15

Anita Coyne 25

Jeffrey Pouliot 10

Joseph Spaziano 16

Marie Piadade 26

Mya Choquette 11

Madison Catanzaro 22

Laura Barnes 27

Judith Teixeira 14

Debra Alcusky 29

SEPTEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Tim and Jen Boucher

5

Jon and Sharon Thompson 5
Andrew and Debbie Alcusky

12

William and Arlene Garrison

13

Brett and Kimberly Ferrucci 16

Thank You for Coffee Hour Fare!
Ever wonder where that delicious food at coffee hour comes
from? From you! Parishioners are welcomed and encouraged to bring
food to share at coffee hour. Homemade or store-bought, fresh fruit
or baked goods - whatever you are moved to share! Sign-up outside
the kitchen or talk to Deb Farrar to participate. And then simply place
items on the kitchen counter before worship on Sunday
morning. Your fellow parishioners thank you!

IN MEMORIAM
The St. Thomas’ Church community was saddened by the death of parishioner
Deb Tower on June 27. Deb was a Vestry member and an active participant in
the bazaar craft group, and had headed up the May Breakfast for several years.
She had taught elementary school and been employed at Harmony Hill School.
Deb leaves her son Michael and daughter Christine, as well as two
grandchildren and a sister. Reverend Susan conducted her services at St.
Thomas’ on June 30th. Our sympathies are extended to her family.
Both Marion Williams and her husband Henry (Bud), long-time members of St. Thomas’, died this
summer, Marion on July 3rd and Bud on August 20th. Marion had worked as a cook for the Scituate
Schools, while Bud was employed at Electric Boat, Groton. The couple enjoyed square-dancing and
camping. They are survived by three daughters, Elaine, Denise, and Linda, as well as four grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren and Marion’s sister, Bev Connor. Reverend Susan led both of their
funerals at St. Thomas’: Marion’s on July 9th and Bud’s on August 28th. May God welcome Marion and
Bud into His loving kingdom.
Isabelle Uttley, another active member of St. Thomas’, died on July 26th after a period of declining
health. Isabelle had worked at The Observer for many years, well into her 80’s. Here at St. Thomas’ she
took part in many ministries, often heading committees involving church suppers and bake sales. The
position dearest to her heart was that of Altar Guild Directress, which she performed with reverence
and grace. Isabelle is survived by her daughter Susan, four grandchildren, and three greatgrandchildren. Her funeral service was conducted at St. Thomas’ on July 28th by Reverend Susan.
Isabelle is fondly remembered by her family as well as her church family.
On August 12th, George Stolasz, husband of parishioner Donna Stolasz, passed
away. George had been a steel fabricator and served in the Army National Guard.
He enjoyed hunting, fishing, and wildlife studies. Besides his wife, George leaves
two sons, two step-daughters, and six step-grandchildren. His funeral was held on
August 16th at St. Stanislaus Kostka Church in Woonsocket. Our Christian
condolences go to Donna and his extended family.
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Crafting
group
Backpacks”

23 8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
School

10:00 HE
“Blessing of
Backpacks”

Noon 2:00pm
“Everything is
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A Prayer
May the presence of God
inspire your thoughts.
May the wisdom of God
inspire your words.
May the love of God
inspire your actions,
that you may become
a blessing to others,
and in turn be blessed.
John Birch, faithandworship.com

