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I read a lot of articles about church life that are wonderful, and I want to share a portion of one of
these written by Jay Sidebotham. It resonated with me, and says it better than I ever could. It is about
the challenging topic of ‘community’. I attended a conference he co-led, and he is a very inspiring
chap. (If you want to read more, Jay’s site is www.RenewalWorks.org.)
Jay writes this: “Ever since the Garden of Eden when the Lord God said that it was not good for a
person to be alone, the biblical call to community has been strong. From one lone wandering Aramean
named Abraham, God formed a people. The first Christians met together, sharing what they had,
meeting weekly for worship. St. Paul spoke about what community looked like, most frequently
describing the church as the body of Christ, his hands and feet, with different parts coming together,
sometimes in greater harmony than others. Which leads me to note that community is not always easy.
Fact is, the community to which we are called as people of faith is not a club, although there may be
wonderful social dimensions. It's not a gaggle of friends, or a society of agreement. Which means
community life is no breeze. Parker Palmer said: ‘Community is that place where the person you least want to live
with always lives’. He echoes the wisdom of St. Benedict, who organized Christian communities under
his monastic rule and noted that if one of the monks is really irritating, don't kick him out, because the
one who replaces him may well be worse.
Church as community, at its best, offers a test of the baptismal claim that Christ can be found in each
person. We learn that Christ may come well disguised. The church offers a lab for discovering whether
we can live into the command to love our neighbor. It tests us to move beyond the adage: I love
humanity; it's people I can't stand! In an increasingly polarized world, where many retreat to gated
communities, and TV's are set to channels that ratify pre-existing ideas, the church gives us a chance to
put Jesus' challenge to love neighbor as self on trial.
Even this introvert has come to believe we can't be a person of faith, a disciple of Jesus alone. We're
called to community. It sustains us. And it can heal the world. So, when the storms of life come
sweeping over us, community can be the rock onto which we hold. Give thanks for life in community,
even for the annoying people God puts in our way. Bring yourself to community. Invite others in. Ask
yourself what you can do this week to strengthen community. In times like this, we need it bad.”
May we give thanks for the gift of our community of St. Thomas’ Church!
Blessings, Rev. Susan+

School of Discipleship
A group of folks enjoyed watching the movie “Everything is Spiritual”
recently, and it was decided to continue the discussion and also offer
the movie to others who might not have been able to come and see it
the first time around. So – good news! We will be offering two
sessions – both a day and a night session. Wednesday evenings Oct.
17th and 24th from 7:00pm-8:15pm and again on Thursday mornings
Oct. 18th and 25th from 10:00am-11:15am. Join us and see this
fabulous movie by Rob Bell and we are sure lively discussion will follow. Any questions? –
contact Fritz Gorman.
Science? Or Faith? Yep – BOTH!
Because: EVERYTHING is Spiritual!

CHURCH HALL (OUTSIDE) PAINT PROJECT –
THANK YOU!

😊

A special “THANK YOU” to Sam Placido, his family and his fellow scouts for
completing their part of painting the church hall. The project began at 8:00 AM
and by 11:30 the boys (and adults!) were eagerly awaiting their reward…pizza!
The upper half of the hall will be painted professionally thanks to Brian Carpenter
and Henry Dziadosz. Thank you also to Marty Brown, Al Parrillo and John
Gallonio for their contributions to clearing the area between the hall and the church and power washing
the outside hall walls. Adult volunteers also included Bob Williams, Lucien Tessier, David and
Michelle Placido, Philip Pare, Suzanne Ferrante and Cindy Mulvey…thanks for helping out!!
Jacki Zahn
Junior Warden

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.

We are having an old-fashioned

Ham & Bean Dinner!
Thursday, October 18th from 5:00-7:00pm

Serving ham, baked beans, coleslaw, rolls and coffee & dessert…
(hot dogs and chips will also be available for kids)
The meal is free, although there will be a basket out for a free will donation.
Please sign up and pick your tickets up before Oct. 14th –
so we know how many to cook for!

Invite your friends to join us a for a night of fellowship, fun and great food!
Tickets will be available after church services at the Ministry Booth. Join us!!

No Checks? No Cash? No Problem! Electronic Giving is Here!
Now you can make your pledge online! When you go to the St. Thomas
website (www.stthomasepiscopalri.org) there is a blue button on the right-hand
side of the main page labeled "Give Online". Clicking this button will link you to a
secure site where you can create an account to have the ability to make
donations to your church home.
You can also use the secure Give+ app to make donations from your smart
device. Simply download the app, fill in your account information, select St.
Thomas’ as the recipient of your gift and pick an amount and frequency.
Donations can be made on a one time or recurring basis. There is also a box to
click to help defer the costs involved with credit card processing. Check it out!
Any questions – just contact Henry Dziadosz, (St. Thomas’ treasurer)

Come to the Halloween Village at ECC!

Saturday, October 27
Everyone is invited to come to ECC for an afternoon of Halloween fun with the
Episcopal Churches of Rhode Island and the camp community. We are asking
parishioners to help provide bags of candy for the ‘trick or treaters’
– just leave on the ministry table. (Many thanks!) Anyone wishing to help
decorate the cabin, just see Barbara Whitman
1 - 5pm: Halloween activities in the Pavilion and Barn
and Trick or Treating at the Cabins
3pm: Halloween Costume Parade
Admission is free. Concessions available for small cost in the Pavilion.

All are welcome – bring your friends!!

CHURCH BEYOND THE WALLS--AN INVITATION!
As a parish active in Outreach projects, St. Thomas’ continues to
deliver scripture, Eucharist, and cheer to those in need, every other
month, at Burnside Park in downtown Providence. The ministry is
based at Diocesan Headquarters on North Main Street. Volunteers
are pleasantly surprised at the level of organization they see upon arrival, including a
personal meeting with the Rector to prepare for the afternoon, a kitchen that includes
support from internal staffers, and a worship community that takes care of preparing
the worship space. There is even a drummer and a chorister!
A 100-mile bike ride fundraiser is planned for Friday, October 5th, to raise funds for
the endeavor. A 50-mile ride will be held the following day. More information is
available on Facebook.
Learn more about this wonderful way to “give back” for all the blessings of your life at
www.episcopalri.org. Youth ages 14 and up and also welcome to participate in preparing
the food (morning session) and celebrating the Eucharist (afternoon). Carpooling is
available, or you may drive to diocesan offices directly. Our next Saturday of
participation will be Saturday, November 24, just after Thanksgiving. Call Cindy and
Tom Mulvey at (401) 349-4115 or email us at tmulvey1.tm@gmail.com if you are able to
join us. We look forward to serving with you!

WINGS TO WELCOME SPECIAL GUEST
At their October 15th meeting (6 to 8pm in the parish hall), St.
Thomas’ women’s group will welcome Kathleen McNamara, a Greenville
resident with an extensive background in spiritual counseling and
guidance. Kathleen gave a presentation on finding one’s spiritual
center through the use of poetry at last year’s Day of Healing at St.
Thomas’, which was well-received by participants. Join us that evening to gain a deeper
knowledge of and appreciation for all the manifestations of the Holy Spirit which are
around us. Please sign up on the sheet in the parish hall and join us for spiritual growth
and fellowship!

2018 HOLLY BERRY BAZAAR
We are looking for items to make this year’s Bazaar a
GREAT SUCCESS
Here are a few ways YOU can help:
$25 gift cards for our Gift Card Tree Raffle
This was a big seller last year – we raised over $1100, with the grand prize valued at $625 in
gift cards to local restaurants and stores. We will have a list posted in the Parish Hall to sign
up for a gift card donation. Let’s aim even higher this year!

Prizes for our Kid’s Penny Social
We are looking for NEW, UNOPENED toys and games – minimum value $15. The kids LOVE
the excitement of winning prizes – please drop off in Parish Hall, marked “Kid’s Penny Social”.

Basket items for our Penny Social
We are still looking for some items to fill themed baskets for our Penny Social. There is a
sign-up sheet on the Ministry Table. If you have an idea for a new basket, or terrific prize,
please see Deb Farrar. Do you have a TimeShare you don’t use? What a great gift that
would be for someone!

Items for the Secret Santa Room
Do you have new and unopened items that you might like to re-gift? This is the perfect place
to send them! The Secret Santa Room is for kids only and they can do their own Christmas
shopping for their family, friends and teachers. Candles, soaps, giftware, perfume,
jewelry……..all unopened please! Please leave in hall, marked “Secret Santa”.

Ads and Booster for the Bazaar Booklet
Know of a business that would like to advertise in our booklet? Ads start at $25 and will reach
more than 500 people. See Deb Farrar or Cindy Mulvey for more information. Booster
mentions will be available again for $1 per name – Karen Pare will be making her rounds
soon enough….

Volunteer to help
We will be looking for lots of help during the Bazaar itself – a very large sign-up board will
appear at the beginning of November. If you can donate just 2 hours of your time, we would
SO appreciate it.

Baking
Nancy Miller will be heading up the Bake Tables again this year. If you have a special
something you like to bake, please let her know……Yum!

Gently Used Books
The Book Nook is back! Please donate your gently-used, current books for us to sell. Books
that sell well are: Fictional paperbacks and hardcovers, autobiographies and children’s books.

THE BAZAAR WILL BE HELD FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH AND
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Celine Lavallee 5

Kylie Wells 17

Dorothy Hodnett 25

Jeffrey LeBlanc 5

Joshua Accetturo 18

Ashley Fiske 26

Ray Maccarone 5

Kate Kitada 20

Christian Harris 27

Craig Derosier 6

Gregory Tessier 20

Callum Harris 27

Norah Pouliot 11

Andrew Tessier 20

Aaron Archambault 28

Beth Trementozzi 11

Barbara Tessier 21

Charles Miller 28

MacKenzie Ray 13

Kristen Caine 23

Lucien Tessier 28

Thomas Mulvey 15

Judith Maccarone 23

Matteo Accetturo 29

Amanda Scott 15

Michelle Bouchard 24

Cynthia Mulvey 29

Jennifer Boucher 16

Caitlin Kelley 24

Barbara Cormier 30

Lonnie Thurber 24

OCTOBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Josh and Elyse Accetturo

8

Steven and Judy Chase

12

Antonio and Alicia Dias

12

Raymond and Roberta Duarte
Stephen and Gladys Kemp

12

12

Philip and Karen Pare 16
Jeffrey and Rowena Pouliot
Dennis and Eliza Blais

16

23

Carol and William Inman

30

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
susan@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Rector: The Reverend Susan M. Carpenter
Office Hours: Wed., 9am-4pm, or by appointment

Broadway’s Big Three
George Gershwin
Cole Porter
Richard Rodgers

Brian Larkin
organist
St Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Greenville, RI

Dinner and a Concert
Friday, November 9, 2018
$20.00 – tickets available after church services
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Join us for a wonderful baked chicken dinner with all the fixings
(tossed salad, mashed potatoes, carrots, string beans, rolls, drinks)
Dinner begins at 5:30pm, followed by a wonderful concert
by our own Dr. Brian Larkin at 7:00pm promptly.
The concert is followed by dessert and coffee up in the parish hall.
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Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3 9:00 HE

Thu

4

Fri

5

Sat

6

& Healing
service

6:00-8:00pm
Book & Movie
Group

7

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

8

9

8:00 HE

15

5:30 Celtic
Service

21

8:00 HE

16

28

8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
School

10:00 HE

9:00 HE
& Healing

11

12

13

17

9:00 HE
& Healing

4:00pm
Caregiver
Support Group

6:30pm
vestry

18 10:00-

5:30—HE

19

20

11:15am
School of
service
9:30—2:00pm Discipleship

Crafting group

6:00-8:00pm
WINGS

22

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

23

24 9:00 HE

5:30—HE

5:00-7:00pm
Ham & Bean
Dinner
25

26

27

& Healing

10:00-11:15am
School of
service
9:30—2:00pm Discipleship

9:45 Sunday
School

10:00 HE

10

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

9:45 Sunday
School

10:00 HE

5:30—HE

service

Columbus
Youth Sunday Day

14

9:30—2:00pm
Crafting group

Crafting group

6:30-8:00 pm
Order of St.
Luke meeting

29

7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

30

31

1-5pm
Halloween
Village at ECC
5:30—HE
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A PRAYER
Turn around and believe that the good news that
we are loved is better than we ever dared hope,
and that to believe in that good news, to live out
of it and toward it, to be in love with that good
news, is of all glad things in this world the
gladdest thing of all. Amen, and come Lord Jesus.
Frederick Buechner

