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Where is God when tragedy and suffering strike?
This very well might be the question I am asked the most often. And if we are honest, who
hasn’t asked this poignant question at one time or another? When the ground shakes, and a
poor nation's economy is destroyed; when the waters rise, washing away a community's
hopes and dreams; when a child suffers, when violence tears apart nations; where is God? If
God is all powerful, and if each one of us is a beloved child of God, then how can God allow
tragedy and suffering to infest his creation? These are SUCH compelling questions….
In Why?, best-selling author Adam Hamilton brings fresh insight to the age-old question of
how to understand the will of God. Rejecting simplistic answers and unexamined
assumptions, he lays out core ideas for comprehending God's plan for the world.
Join us for our annual Advent Study as a part of The School of Discipleship. We’ll watch a
short DVD clip each week that will aid in generating some great discussion. The video
segments are approximately 10-12 minutes each and, when combined with the book, make
an ideal four-week group study. Offered at night on Wednesday and also during the day on
Thursday, to accommodate as many people as possible.
Please sign up so we can order enough books. (AND the books are on us IF
you sign up before November 18th!)
Blessings, Rev. Susan+
Session #1 = Wednesday, November 28th 7:00-8:15pm

Thursday, November 29th 10:00-11:15am

Session #2 = Wednesday, December 5th 7:00-8:15pm

Thursday, December 6 th 10:00-11:15am

Session #3 = Wednesday, December 12th 7:00-8:15pm

Thursday, December 13 th 10:00-11:15am

Session #4 = Wednesday, December 19th 7:00-8:15pm

Thursday, December 20 th 10:00-11:15am

JOINING TOGETHER
Did you ever sit down to make a jigsaw puzzle and get frustrated after you just finished
the frame? Then a friend or two comes over, they start to add pieces, and before you
know it, the puzzle is done!
Life is like a puzzle…it’s so much easier when we have those we love help us “put the
puzzle pieces together”. That’s how I think of the parishioners at St. Thomas’. I’ve
tried to get to know more about folks here. I’m always amazed at what is happening in
their lives outside of church.
Some people are retired but practically “work” full time at taking care of others, either
family or friends, visiting nursing homes, bringing food and companionship to shut-ins.
Some are still employed, in the business world, schools, hospitals. Some are bringing
up young children, some taking care of aging parents. We’re all so diverse!
We are all singular pieces of a puzzle, but we come together at St. Thomas’, either for
Saturday evening or Sunday morning Eucharist. We care for each other. We delight in
each other’s happiness and grieve others’ losses. If a puzzle piece is lost…we miss it.
For me I feel a loss when I look over at the pew Deb Tower sat in. We became a little
closer as we both mourned the loss of our husbands only a week apart. A little piece of
who she was will always be with me.
Stewardship packets will be in the mail shortly. Please read yours and prayerfully
consider how you fit in the puzzle that is St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church. Our
Stewardship theme this year is “Joining Together.” The Vestry is trying to convey the
idea that by joining our fellow parishioners we can keep St. Thomas’ going so others
can benefit as we do now.

In your packet, you will receive a puzzle piece. A blank puzzle background will be set up
at church. When you turn in your pledge, please add your piece to it. Hopefully we’ll
be able to put all the pieces together so we can see that individuals who work together
make a group of people who can accomplish great deeds!
Blessings,
Jacki Zahn, Junior Warden

STEWARDSHIP BREAKFAST
JOINING TOGETHER
Sunday, November 4th after the 8:00 and 10:00 services
● Rev. Susan’s “strata” recipe will be prepared by Tina Caldwell and Marie Piadade.
● Vestry members will provide fresh fruit, and other baked goods but feel free to
bring something if you wish 😊
● Come to see how it’s easier to accomplish a puzzle with a group of friends!

The November meeting of St. Thomas’ WINGS (Women in Need of Growing
Spiritually) will be held on Monday, November 12th, one week earlier than
usual, at 6:00 in the Parish Hall. We will be helping with last-minute Bazaar
preparations-Many hands make light work! We will not meet during the month of
December due to the busy schedules of many members that month, but will resume
our meetings on January 21st.

ST. THOMAS’ STEWARDSHIP DRIVE-YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!!
As St. Thomas’ begins its annual Stewardship Drive, the usual and immediate thought to
many (including me) is what amount I should pledge in support of the Church
Community. But the point that not all of the needs of our church are purely monetary
was driven home to me recently.
On October 16, I attended a diocesan-sponsored seminar on Planned Giving, held at
diocesan offices, with Al Parrillo, John Gallonio, Henry Dziadosz, and Phyllis Spaziano. One item on
the agenda was a form entitled “Your Personal Passion Statement.” A copy is found on the following
page. It occurred to me that consideration of the questions the form poses will help us all in our faith
journeys, as well as the greater journey of St. Thomas’ Church in the future.
If we are to serve the needs of our community and the world beyond, it is very important that we can
receive feedback from as many of you, the parishioners, as possible. I would invite one and all to
review this form and after mindful and prayerful consideration, complete it. There is no need to sign it;
all replies will be held as confidential.
The form can be completed during the month of November and returned in the communion plate or to
the church office. Or if you are ready, you may return it at the Stewardship Breakfast on November
4th. Please help us as we gain an overview of what St. Thomas’ means to us, and how our various
ministries shape who we are!
Thank you!
Rick Kyte, Senior Warden
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YOUR PERSONAL PASSION STATEMENT
You are involved with the church for a reason - because you care about enriching the
lives of people in your church community. The following exercise is designed to help
pinpoint the reasons your are motivated to serve, and to turn those reasons into your
own personal passion statement. Please take time to consider each question
thoughtfully.
Who was/is the most important person to you at the church?

________________________________________________________
What do you feel is most important about the work that your church does?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
What have been your most positive experiences at your church?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
What do you think is the biggest impact your church is having on the
community?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Are any of your family members or close friends involved with your church?
___________________________________________________________
Why are you dedicating your volunteer hours to your church?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Good Day!

The Episcopal Church Women of RI (ECW) will hold their annual meeting
on Thursday, November 8th at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church,
399 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809.
There will be a Welcome Registration with coffee beginning at 9:30am,
and Bishop Knisely will be the celebrant at the 10:00 Eucharist,
with presentation of parish United Thank Offerings.
The Annual Meeting and election of officers will be held in the Parish House.
Our guest speaker during the meeting is from the recently-formed
East Bay Recovery Drop-In Center, a faith-based support service
for those in recovery.
This is a collaborative comprised of the Bristol community,
the RI Health Equity Center, and St. Michael’s Church.
A catered luncheon will be served. The cost is $12 per person,
and the reservation deadline is November 1st.
Please see the form below, or call Margaret Noel, Secretary,
at (401) 935-7936 or email her at MargaretENoel@hotmail.com.
*************************

Checks for $12 should be made payable to ECW-Diocese of RI.
Name____________________________________________ Parish_____________________
Email________________________________________
Please mail form and remittance to Mrs. Carol Blackinton, 22 Judy Terrace, West Warwick, RI 02893.

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.

IT’S ALMOST HERE!!!
Our Annual Holly Berry Bazaar is just around the corner...
Friday, November 16th 4pm-8pm
Saturday, November 17th 9am-4pm

We are still looking for the following:
YOUR TIME
We still have several slots to fill on our Volunteer sign-up sheet.
Please consider giving just two hours of your time to man tables,
serve food, set-up and clean-up the hall. Please see
Dr. Al Parrillo or sign up on the big board in the Parish Hall.

GIFT CARDS
Our main raffle this year will be a tree decorated with lots of $25 gift cards.
We still need a few more to make this a spectacular prize! Sign-up sheet in hall.

KIDS’ SECRET SANTA ROOM
New items needed for the kids to buy as presents for their families and friends.
This is a GREAT way to re-gift those new items you will never use.

BOOKS
We are looking for Gently-used books for our Book Nook. Please leave in hall.

Of course… Don’t forget to come support the Bazaar!
Great Food, Great Crafts, Great EVERYTHING!!!
See Sharon Thompson for more information: (401) 263-0060

“We gather together…”

outreach Project
One of our Outreach traditions at St. Thomas’ is to put together Thanksgiving Baskets for people who
might not be able to afford a special Thanksgiving dinner. We can always use some help in organizing,
collecting, sorting and packing the boxes! (If YOU know of anyone who might need such a basket – let
Rev. Susan know ASAP!) There are sign-up sheets on the Outreach bulletin board in the parish hall for all
of the many components of our baskets. Please deliver groceries and gift cards to the specially marked bins
in the Rectory on Wednesday from 9:00am – 4:00pm (Joan’s hours) OR after the 5:30pm Saturday night
service or on Sunday morning right into the Parish Hall so everything doesn’t get mixed up with the bazaar
items and foodstuffs.
We need everything by 11:00am on Sunday Nov. 18th. We will assemble the baskets right after the
10:00am service. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 30 families will be able to enjoy a
Thanksgiving meal because of your kindness!

St. Thomas’ will be celebrating a Eucharistic service on Thanksgiving Eve, which falls on Wednesday
November 21st this year. Our joyful service will be held at 7:00pm, with music provided by our own
Dr. Brian Larkin. Come and celebrate this season of gratitude as we reflect on all of our many
blessings.
Let us stop and take a moment in our preparations for Thanksgiving Day to praise our Creator for all
that we have, and all that we are. So – grab a friend and plan on joining us!

Gratitude Sunday!
“Joining Together…”

The Stewardship Committee is planning a festive breakfast on Gratitude Sunday –
December 2nd - between the services. We will celebrate the conclusion of our Stewardship
Campaign on that day. This complimentary breakfast is offered in joyful gratitude for our
parish family. The breakfast will be served from 8:45-9:45. If you would like to bring
something to share that morning, feel free to use the sign-up sheets at the Ministry Table in
the parish hall. But it certainly isn’t necessary! This will be a wonderful way to kick off our
Advent season in a spirit of thankfulness.
Plan on joining us as we rejoice in all of our many blessings!

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES AND OUTREACH
BEING PLANNED
It’s only November, but the holidays will soon be here, and St.
Thomas’ elves want to be prepared!
As soon as Thanksgiving is behind us, it’s time to think Christmas and holiday gatherings!
One way is by helping with/contributing to/attending our annual cookie sale, to be held
Saturday, December 15, from 9am to noon. Get your recipes ready, and sign up on the
Ministry Table. Questions? See Deb Farrar.
And once again we will sponsor a Giving Tree, to provide Christmas cheer to needy
families who are active with TriTown. Look for the tree with its tags on Sunday, November
25th.

2018 Christmas
Flower Dedication

The beautiful poinsettias, greenery and other plants that will adorn our sanctuary, narthex and nave
will be a special part of the celebration of Christmas at St. Thomas’ Church. We invite all parishioners
to share in the experience through a memorial or thanksgiving gift. The amount of your donation is
up to you. Names of the loved ones you honor or remember will be printed in the Christmas bulletins.
Flower Dedication forms are in this edition of our newsletter and are also available in the narthex
(entry of the church). They are due in the Parish office no later than December 11th if you desire the
names of your loved ones to be in the Christmas bulletins. Let us join together to beautify our
worship space to God’s glory this Christmas season!
To contribute to the flowers, fill out the attached form and drop in the plate on Sunday or mail it to
the parish office with your donation. Please honor the deadline and have your donations in by Dec.
11th!
*************************************************************************************

Please make checks payable to St. Thomas’ with “Christmas flowers” in the memo line.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
In memory of
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
AND/OR
In thanksgiving for
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Your name and phone number ___________________________________________________________
RETURN THIS FORM TO: St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY
SPatricia Toracinta 2

Jeffrey Gales 13

Harry Anderson 22

Nancy Burton 3

Rhonda Kehoe 13

Kathrine DiMillo 22

Douglas Coyne 4

Forrest Crooks 14

Adelaide Harris 23

Ruth Lambert 4

Stephen Kemp 14

Karen Pare 24

Christopher Todd 5

Jessica Plante 17

Leigh-Ann Plante 24

Taylor Coupe 9

Jeffrey Tessier 17

Carol Dickinson 25

Steven Chase 11

Timothy Kane 18

Judy Chase

Kaydence Coupe 11

Michael Spaziano 18

Domenic Whitten 29

Cynthia Johnson 12

Michelle Marsella 20

Charles Harris 30

28

NOVEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Ron and Cheryl Hodgins

6

Michael and Tiffani Herchen

10

Shawn and Amanda Scott 11
Dennis and Melanie Kohler 25
Maury and Nancy Boulais

27

A MINISTRY OF GIVING
Our next Church Beyond the Walls ministry is scheduled for
Saturday, November 24th. The group meets first at the
Episcopal Diocesan Building on North Main St., Providence, at
11:00am to prepare sandwiches for the meal after the
service. Next we travel to nearby Burnside Park, where a
Holy Eucharist is celebrated at 2:30pm, followed by
hospitality (sharing food) and fellowship. All are invited to participate in any or all of
the day’s events; any time you can give is deeply appreciated! Call Cindy and Tom Mulvey
for details (219-9089).

November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

6:00pm
Diocesan
Convention

4
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8:00 HE
10:00
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5:30—HE

Bazaar Set-up

Bazaar Set-up

5:30—HE

5:30—HE

Bazaar Set-up

Bazaar Set-up

9:00pm
Diocesan
Convention

4:00pm
Alzheimer
Caregiver
Support
Group
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service

9:00 HE &

6:008:00pm
WINGS

9

Sat

3

Bazaar Set-up

18
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8:00 HE
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Sunday
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5:30—HE

7:00 pm
Thanksgivi
ng Service

School
10:00
HE
11:00
packing
Thanksgiving
baskets

25

26

8:00 HE
9:45
Sunday
School
10:00 HE

6:30-8:00
pm Order of
St. Luke
meeting

27

28 9:00 HE

29

& Healing
service
7:00-8:15pm
School of
Discipleship

24

10:0011:15pm
School of
Discipleshi

30
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A Song of Thanksgiving
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;
the river of God is full of water.
You prepare the grain,
for so you provide for the earth.
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.

Psalm 65, v. 9-13

