St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

May 2019

TRANSITION PROCESS COMMITTEES
Here are the teams who will be taking part in the official process of choosing a new rector for St.
Thomas’. Please keep them in your prayers as they begin this very sacred and arduous task!
Communications:
Barbara Whitman (Chair)
Harry Anderson
Charlie Miller
Phyllis Spaziano (Vestry Liaison)
Website:
Andrew Spaziano (Chair)
Leigh-Ann Plante
Mark Plante
Portfolio:
Marty Brown (Chair)
Jean Marz
Lucien Tessier
Gigi Uttley
Discernment:
Kim Murdoch (Chair)
John Gallonio
David Placido
Janet Francis
Fritz Gorman

Welcome:
Deb Alcusky
Judy Chase
Lisa Coleman
Tina DiMillo
Deb Farrar
Mimi Freeman
Cindy Mulvey
Tom Mulvey
Josh North
Marie Piadade (Vestry Liaison)
Prayer:
Melanie Kohler
Emily Ritter
Alice Gardner
Tina DiMillo
Nancy Burton (Vestry Liaison)

PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATES
Bell Tower: We have applied for a Champlin Grant and the Vestry is also considering applying
for a loan from the Diocese to fix the issues in the bell tower that have led to leaks in the
Narthex. Cost estimate is $25,000.
Church Hall Painting: David Graham, son of Bea Morrow, has generously offered to finish
painting the outside of the church hall. Sam Placido and his Eagle Scout friends have
completed their part, but due to winter weather, the task has not been finished. David has also
offered to paint the outside window trim at no cost. THANK YOU DAVID! (And thanks also to
David Placido, who will manage this project.)
If you see something that needs to be fixed, please contact Jacki Zahn, Junior Warden, at
(401)651-6401 (cell) or email jmz222@outlook.com.

BITS AND PIECES

--Please note that the Celtic service for May will not be held on Sunday, May
12th (Mothers’ Day), but instead it will be incorporated into the Saturday, May 11th service,
held at 5:30 pm. Part of the service and some Celtic music will form a part of the liturgy that
evening, to give parishioners a taste of that tradition. Plans also are being made to introduce
some of the Celtic music and liturgy into Sunday services during the summer months. Stay
tuned for further details, or see Kim Murdoch (451-7132) with questions.
--Julia Couture (710-7179) has introduced a knitting group for all who are interested, meeting
on Thursday evenings in the parish hall from 6 to 8 pm. All levels of knitters are invited to
attend. If you are a beginner, basic materials can be provided for you. If you drop a stitch or
need help with a more challenging pattern, come along and have your problems solved! Parish
members who are knitting or crocheting prayer shawls at home are also invited to attend, to
experience the fellowship of fellow craftswomen. All are welcome!
--The WINGS meeting for May will feature a new outreach project, spearheaded by Carolyn
Villanova. All women of the church are invited to attend the session on Monday, May 20th in
the parish hall from 6 to 8 pm. Come with your ideas and your energy! See Carolyn (486-4250)
for further details.
--Our next Church Beyond the Walls day of participation is Saturday, May 25th. Carpooling
from the St.Thomas’ parking lot is available at 11:00 am, or meet us at the Diocesan kitchen on
North Main St., Providence, at 11:30 am to prepare food for the fellowship which follows the
2:00 pm Eucharist in Burnside Park. You can participate in any or all of the day’s events.
Further details are available from Tom and Cindy Mulvey, 219-9089.

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO Box 505, Greenville, RI 02828
Telephone: (401) 949-2260
Email: office@stthomasepiscopalri.org
Website: www.stthomasepiscopalri.org
Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 9am to 1pm or by appointment

The Episcopal Church Women, Diocese of Rhode Island
Cordially invite you to
The Annual Spring Ingathering of the United Thank Offering and Luncheon
Saturday, May 18, 2019
Hosted by Trinity Church
249 Danielson Pike
North Scituate, R. I. 02857
*******
11:00 A. M. Worship, with Presentation of Parish United Thank Offerings
Luncheon to Follow

Our host church this spring is Trinity Church. Registration begins at 10:30 AM. The
Rev. Johanna Marcure and parish leaders will present a program about their Outreach
ministries. All are welcome to attend!
Reservations for the catered lunch are required at a cost of $12.00 per person. Checks
should be made payable to: ECW-Diocese of RI. Deadline is May 8, 2019.
Please mail this form with your check to:
Margaret E. Noel, 225 New London Ave., #434, Cranston, RI 02920.

Name:_____________________________ Email:___________
Number of Guests:________ Amount
Enclosed:______________
Parish:______________________________________________
We look forward to seeing you! Thanks for all that you are.

SCHOOL FOR DISCIPLESHIP NEWS
Our next book study for the School for Discipleship will be
“Christianity and World Religions”, by Adam Hamilton, who is
familiar to many of us from previous programs. The book study
will consist of brief introductions to Hinduism, Buddhism,
Judaism, and Islam, and how they compare and contrast with the
Christian faith. Our reading won’t make theologians of any of us,
but it will undoubtedly lead to some interesting conversations!
This six-week study will begin on Wednesday night, May 22, from
7:00 to 8:15 pm, and then be repeated Thursday morning, May
23, from 10:00 to 11:15 am. It will continue for the five following
weeks with the same schedule.
If you would like a copy of the book for free, please sign up on
the ministry table by May 12. Questions? Feel free to call me, Fritz Gorman, at 3490321.

DO YOU HAVE A GRADUATE IN YOUR FAMILY?
May and June are the traditional months for graduations, and
we would love to share news of your family’s graduate with the
St. Thomas’ community! If you are a proud parent,
grandparent, or spouse of someone who is graduating from
any level of education--kindergarten to grad school,
hairdressing program to technical school, please let us know
the pertinent details. Please include the name of the school,
the program the person is completing, the degree (if any) they will receive,
what their future plans are, and any activities they may have pursued along the way.
Information should be send to Karen Pare at 949-1427 or klplamb24@gmail.com by
Sunday, May 24. Look for your graduate’s news in the June Newsletter and help your
church family celebrate along with you!

Newsletter Editor: Karen Pare: klplamb24@gmail.com
Production Manager: Nancy Burton
Individual contributions of personal, spiritual experiences are welcomed.

From Fr. Don to seasoned (and not so seasoned!) musicians in
the congregation who would like to join me and my accordion to form a Praise & Worship
music team! I issue this call wearing my hat as the Chaplain of our Order Of St Luke healing
ministries.

This fall, we are planning to offer the congregation and the outside community a monthly
Healing Experience during our Monday Night healing ministry time. This would consist of time
in Scripture, relating to healing, a time of focused prayer, and a time of praise and healing with
the expectation that God will shower us with His blessings.
I believe that the Holy Spirit is urging me to form a Music Team consisting of
musicians and singers to join me, who will lead the singing of songs of praise
during the time when healing ministry happens. King David, in Psalm 22 declares
that “God is enthroned on the praises of Israel. So to my way of thinking,
when we gather for healing and blessing, we cannot offer too much praise
from our hearts!
Musicians, you would be joining me and my accordion and SO OBVIOUSLY the
requirement is not that you are seasoned musicians! Actually the main requirement is your
desire to offer whatever your musical skills (or singing skills) may be to honor and glorify the
Lord and draw others into your praise and worship.
Here’s the plan: We will begin as soon as possible to learn old and new
songs of praise and rehearse together ONCE A MONTH during the months of
May, June, July, and August. Then in the fall meet twice a month – one time
to rehearse and plan, and one time to offer praise and worship music at the
monthly HEALING EXPERIENCE. As time progresses, we can adjust rehearsal
times as needed or not needed. This is the plan that our Celtic Music Team
follows, and it works well. More experienced musicians will be able to cover
for and support less experienced musicians. Really, do not hesitate to
respond to this call because you feel you are not “experienced enough”!
So in your garage or hall closet, do you have a guitar, harmonica, banjo, flute, clarinet, drum
set, keyboard, saxophone, violin, accordion (!), bass, or ANY musical instrument that with some
practice, you could play simple praise music? Run now, become friends with that instrument
again, and join me for a fun and a blessed time. Believe me, the parish and those needing to be
healed will be blessed also, as a result of your music ministry.
Contact me: (401) 349-2430 or healing12@verizon.net.
Trip me at church to get my attention! I am often at the 5:30 Eucharist.

CITY CAMP SAVE THE DATES!!
July 16, July 30, and August 13, 2019
City Camp visits will be here before we know it! When we get closer to summer, sign-up
sheets for volunteers will be available on the ministry table. The ECC counselors are
responsible for the children’s activities during their visit, while St. Thomas’ parishioners
provide lunch, love, and take-home snack bags to them.
A list of healthy snacks will be provided in Newsletters and on the outreach bulletin board,
for those who would like to help provide contents for the bags. Of course, monetary
donations are greatly appreciated as well! Marty Brown will be happy to buy snacks for the
children on your behalf.
The children are between the ages of 6 and 12, and live in the Olneyville section of
Providence. They will melt your hearts with their joy and laughter! St. Thomas’ continues
to be their favorite place to visit during their 2-week camp experience.
Most importantly, consider sharing lunch (pasta, meatballs, salad, and bread) with the
children. You are sure to go home with a smile on your face and a song in your heart!
For questions or more information about volunteering, please contact Marty Brown at 9491272. Thank you for donating your time or talent to this special ministry.
Welcome back to our wonderful organist Brian Larkin, and thanks to Jean Marz for filling
in! Surely there is a special place in heaven for organists. ALLELUIA!

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Pauline Carpenter 2

Alice Gardner 7

Charles Van Gordon 20

Suzanne Ferrante 2

Maurice Sarette

Katherine Placido 2

Patricia Wedda 8

Andrew Alcusky 22

Alice Rachlow 2

Jane McKay-Nesbitt 10

Richard Bourque 22

David Coleman 3

Abigail Grace 14

Susan McNulty 22

McKinley Marz 3

Todd Hersey 14

Michael Caine 24

Mason Marz 3

Benjamin LeBlanc 15

John Crouse 25

Valerie Toure 5

Stephen Croteau 18

Gregory Coupe 26

Donna Doris 6

Ashleigh Plante 20

Caoilinn Gass 28

8

Dorothy Blanchard 7

Andrew Kelley 21

Ronald Smith 29

MAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Fritz and Cate Gorman

10

Greg and Katrina Coupe

14

Michael and Phyllis Spaziano 14
Jeffrey and Gina Gales 15
Charlie and Adrienne Harris

16

Raymond and Judith Maccarone
Wayne and Carol Derosier

20

Alfred Parrillo and John Gallonio
Wayne and Marie Piadade

19
27

27

WELCOME, ANNE!!
A warm St. Thomas’ welcome is extended to our new Parish Administrator, Anne Browning,
who comes to us after a career of 30 years with the Federal Government. Anne and her
husband Barry are native Rhode Islanders who live in North Providence. In her spare time,
she enjoys reading (mostly mysteries!) and walking her Golden Retriever, Max. Anne’s
hours will be Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9 am to 1 pm. Stop in and say hi to her!
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Sun

5

Mon

6

8:00 HE
10:00 HE

Tue

Wed

13

2
10-11:15am School
for Discipleship

7-8:15pm School for
Discipleship

6:00pm Knitting

7

8 9:00 Healing

9

6-8pm Book
Group

Service & HE
9:30am-1:00pm
Crafting group
10am Tai Chi

10-11:15 School
for Discipleship

4:00pm
Caregiver
Support Group

6:00pm Knitting

5:30pm
Celtic Service

14

16

Service & HE
9:30am-1:00pm
Crafting group
10am Tai Chi

10-11:15am School

7-8:15pm School

6:00pm Knitting

20

8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
School
10:00 HE

6:30-8:00pm
Order of St.
Luke
meeting

21

10

17

18
Dollar
Weekend

for Discipleship

5:30—HE

22 9:00 Healing

23

Service & HE
9:30am-1:00pm
Crafting group
10am Tai Chi

10-11:15am

24

25
11:00
Carpool to CBW

School for
Discipleship

for Discipleship

5:30—HE

6-8pm
WINGS
8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
School
10:00 HE

11

7-8:15pm School

Dollar
Weekend

26

4

5:30—HE

6:30pm
Vestry

15 9:00 Healing

for Discipleship

3

Sat

Service & HE
9:30am-1:00pm
Crafting group
10am Tai Chi

8:00 HE
9:45 Sunday
School
10:00 HE

19

Fri

1 9:00 Healing

7-8:15 pm School
for Discipleship

12

Thu

27

28

29 9:00

30

Healing
Service & HE
9:30am-1:00pm
Crafting group
10am Tai Chi

10-11:15am School
for Discipleship

6:00pm Knitting
7-8:15pm School for
Discipleship

31
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A Meditation
Do not be dismayed by the brokenness of the world.
All things break. And all things can be mended.
Not with time, as they say, but with intention.
So go. Love intentionally, extravagantly, unconditionally.
The broken world waits in darkness for the light that is you.
L. R. Knost

