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         From Rev. Liz 

     September begins and we are giving thanks for another summer.  Many 

of us are glad to anticipate the coolness of the coming Fall season.  School 

begins and the rhythm of life changes to a more scheduled pace.   

     Life at St. Thomas’ is returning to its normal schedule of Sundays at 8 

and 10am, with Sunday School at the 10am service for our kids.  I am so 

pleased to be sharing the start of a new season with you and I am looking 

forward to sharing the gatherings and activities of the Fall time at St. 

Thomas’.   

     May God Bless us and the adventure we share here in this great church. 

     We welcome back all of you who have been off for the summer.  We 

look forward to having the children among us and being part of Sunday 

School again.   

     We give thanks for all the folks who are laboring on behalf of  us all: 

Sunday School Teachers, Choir members, the crafters preparing the goodies 

for the annual bazaar, those who are working on the search process for our 

new Rector, and the faithful workers who are making sure that the offices in 

the Rectory have a fresh look with shiny floors, newly painted walls, 

furniture where needed and most of all I am so thankful for attitude of 

blessing from you all that makes the feeling here positive and joyful. 

      Faithfully, Rev. Liz 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY SCHOOL TO RESUME SOON! 

 
 September is back-to-school month, and Sunday School is no 

exception!  The St. Thomas’ teachers are eagerly anticipating a 

season filled with high spirits as the Sunday School children (ages 4 

to 11) meet each Sunday to learn the Bible stories that form our rich 

heritage. 

There will be a few changes this year.  Children will now accompany their 

parents into the “big church” at 10:00am, and will remain there for the opening 

hymn and acclamations.  Then when the First Reading begins, they will process out 

the side door with their teachers to begin their 20-25 minute class.  They will 

return at The Peace, in time to share the Eucharistic meal with the rest of their 

church family. 

Sign-up for Sunday School will occur both before and after the 10:00 

service on Sunday, September 8th, and classes will begin the following week 

(September 15th).  If you have a child ready to start their Christian education, be 

sure to register them then, and look forward to events throughout the year!   

Questions may be addressed to Deb Lusignan, Lisa Coleman, or Cate Gorman.  

 

               DO YOU ENJOY READING?  MOVIES? 
 

 All parishioners are cordially invited to take part in the St. 

Thomas’ Book and Movie Group, which kicks off its new season on 

Tuesday, September 3rd, at 6pm in the Rectory.  Meeting on the first 

Tuesday of each month, the group begins with a potluck supper (homemade or 

Dave’s!) for fellowship time, followed in the second hour by discussion of the book 

or movie chosen by one of the members.  All selections are available at local 

libraries.  Each participant is asked to come to the meeting with one or two 

questions or observations about the book/movie, which will be discussed during the 

evening.  A list of the year’s selections can be found in the wooden board in the 

narthex.  Questions?  See Karen Pare. 

Fall choices are: 

   --Sept. 3rd, THE GREAT GATSBY by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

   --Oct. 1st, CRAZY RICH ASIANS (movie) 

   --Nov. 5th, MY DEAR HAMILTON by Stephanie Dray and Laura Kamol 

   --Dec. 3rd, THE BOOK OF JOY by the Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu. 



NEW BEREAVEMENT GROUP BEING FORMED 

 
 To meet the growing need of St. Thomas’ 

parishioners, a Bereavement Group will begin on 

Saturday, September 14th at 10:30am and will meet on 

the second Saturday of each month at this time.  The 

group will address issues of bereavement and loss, as not 

all loss involves a death.  We invite all who feel any loss in 

their lives--by death or otherwise--to join us as we learn more about the 

dynamics of grief and loss and share our stories and support one 

another.  This group is not intended to replace the Caregivers Support 

Group, which continues to meet the second Saturday of the month at 

4:00pm, but is in addition to that group.  By running these two 

specialized groups we hope to meet the needs of all who are hurting.  

eSee Mimi Freeman for details. 

 

 

TAI CHI BEGINNING SOON 

 
 Come join a new activity at St. Thomas’!  Starting on 

Tuesday, September 3rd at 10am and continuing each 

week at that time, Tai Chi classes will be held in the 

parish hall for all.  Led by parishioner Carl Davies, the 

class will be free of charge--Carl’s gift to the church!  

Please wear comfortable clothing. We look forward to seeing everyone, 

male and female alike, as we learn a new exercise skill together.  
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NEW FOOD CLOSET COMMITMENT FOR ST. THOMAS’-- 

“We’re Just People” 

 

 We’re Just People is a group dedicated to assisting the homeless, those 

living in shelters, and low-income individuals with food and clothing (when 

possible) resources, and helping them deal with the economic challenges and 

stresses they face each day.  Currently this ministry serves populations in 

Pawtucket, Providence, and Woonsocket.  We’re Just People is registered with 

the state of RI and has a 501 C3 status with the Federal Government.   

 

 These are the items most needed at the present time.  Please check the 

Outreach Bulletin Board in the Parish Hall for changing needs.  Currently we 

have an adequate supply of toiletries and socks. 

 

Bottled Water (16-20 ounce size)***Mayonnaise***Tuna***Pasta 

Sauce***Grape Jelly***Fluff***Plastic Spoons***Ziplock Sandwich 

Bags***Regular Sandwich Bags***Small Styrofoam Bowls***Aluminum 

Foil Sheets (Dollar Tree-box contains 30 sheets) 

 

 The need is great and St. Thomas’ will now be contributing to this 

ministry.  On a go-forward basis, and with the approval of the Vestry, we will 

collect items for this organization instead of for the Smithfield Food Bank. 

Donations can be placed in the marked box under the Outreach Bulletin 

Board.  If you would like to donate cash or a gift card, these items may be 

given to Barbara Flanagan at the 8am service (one of the founders of We’re 

Just People) or to Marty Brown at the 10am service.  Thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts for your support! 



SCHOOL FOR DISCIPLESHIP RESUMES 

 

As we resume our weekly meetings this month, we will focus 

on some of the fundamentals of our faith.  The goal will be for us 

to be better equipped to explain our religion to others.  Our first 

sessions will center on the book Creed, by Adam Hamilton, and will 

begin on Wednesday, September 25th at 7:00pm, repeated on 

Thursday, September 26th at 10:00am (our usual schedule).  Creed 

explores the Apostles’ Creed in detail while explaining its 

significance in terms of what our faith is all about.  What are we asked to believe 

about God?  What are we to make of the Trinity?  Everyone, newcomers and cradle 

Episcopalians alike, should enjoy this book discussion.  To receive a free copy of the 

book, please sign up on the sheet in the Parish Hall by September 15th.  Questions?  

Feel free to call me at 349-0321.  Thanks                 Paul “Fritz” Gorman 

 

 

CHURCH BEYOND THE WALLS DATE:  SEPT. 28th 

 

 Our next date to serve in this ministry is Saturday, 

September 28th.  As usual you may carpool from the church or meet 

us in the Diocesan Office at 11:30am for meal preparation.  The 

recycled copies of “Forward Day by Day”, blank journals, and other 

items of devotion which St. Thomas’ donated have been gratefully 

received and distributed to folks attending the CBW services.  Please 

continue to share these items with our neighbors in need by leaving them in the 

marked box on the Ministry Table. 

 

 At our last service date in July we were joined by the family of the late 25-

year old CBW volunteer Matthew Cornell, who was tragically killed by a distracted 

driver two years ago.  Matthew’s family and friends participated in all parts of the 

day and also brought blessing bags filled with personal needs to distribute.  What a 

wonderful way to pay forward the blessing that was Matthew! 

 

 Join us on September 28th and learn to recognize how God has blessed you!  

Call Tom and Cindy Mulvey for details (349-4115). 



                St. Thomas’ Fellowship Yard Sale! 

                Organized by Kim Murdoch and Michelle Bouchard 

                 ONE DAY ONLY!! 

Saturday October 12th (Columbus Day weekend) 

7 AM to 2 PM 

FUN! FUN! FUN! for our little village 

$1 HOT DOGS   .75 CHIPS   .50 WATER, SODA 

Donations accepted AFTER OCTOBER 1, 2019 ONLY!!!! 

Please no TVs, computers, or large exercise equipment. 

We accept cash and credit 

The goals of this event are to have a few days of fellowship, to 

spend a couple of hours as stewards, and (hopefully) to make a 

little profit.   

25% of all proceeds will go to outreach!   

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE AN HOUR OF YOUR TIME HELPING WITH SET 

UP OR WORKING THE SALES FLOOR.  YOUR TIME WILL BE SO 

APPRECIATED AND IT WILL BE FUN!!!  GOOD PEOPLE, GOOD FUN.   

 

 

WINGS SEPTEMBER MEETING will be held on Monday, 

September 16th.  Dinner at Laura’s Pleasant View Diner on 

Pleasant View Ave.  Meet at the church at 5:50pm to carpool 

or at the restaurant at 6:00pm.  Enjoy the fellowship of other 

church women as we share a delicious dinner.  All women of the church are 

welcome--sign up on the Ministry Table! 



2019 BAZAAR 
Save the dates! 

 
  Friday, November 22 & Saturday,    

November 23 
   That’s only 11 weeks away!! 

 
This year’s Bazaar will feature: 

 Several tables loaded with hand-made Crafts: 
Hand sewn and knitted items for everyone in your 

family (including your pets!) 
A Pantry loaded with jams, jellies, pickles and 

barley pops. 
Bake tables with all your favorites, including 

Breads, Fudge, Pastries, Maids of Honor and Pies. 
Raffles and a Door Prize. 

Our Café, serving delicious hot meals such as 
Chicken Pot Pie, Shepherd’s Pie, French Meat Pie 

and Chili. 
Soup-to-go: Homemade and sold by the quart. 

A Penny Social with dozens of great prizes. 
A Kid’s Penny Social with pint-sized prizes. 

The Secret Santa Room, where kids can craft and 
shop! 

 Book Nook 
 

Contact Sharon Thompson for more info: 263-0060 
 
 
 
 



How can you help make this year’s 
Bazaar a resounding success? 

 
 

Donate NEW Items for the Secret Santa Room 
We stock our shelves with new items so the children can 
shop for their family and friends. Please leave items on 

pew in Hall marked “Secret Santa” 
 

Donate NEW items for our Penny Social Baskets 
See the Ministry Table for a list of items needed for 

various themed baskets. Do you know of a business that 
would like to donate a prize to the Penny Socials?  

See Deb Farrar! 
 

Give just 2 hours of your time during the Bazaar 
Help set up, man craft tables, serve food, call prize 

winners, greet people – if we all pitch in it will make the 
weekend fly by!  

 
Donate a $25 gift card 

We will be having a Gift Card Tree Raffle again – 
hugely successful the last two years… Sign up coming 

soon.  
 

Baking and Cooking 
There will be plenty of opportunities to help us make the 

hundreds of pies and goodies for the Bake Table and  
Cafe. 

 

 

 

 



LESSONS FROM CITY CAMP   (Marty Brown) 

 
 Another successful City Camp summer has passed, with three separate but 

memorable visits to St. Thomas’ from the children of Olneyville in Providence.  If you 

attended any of these sessions, I thank you!  If you haven’t yet been able to share a 

luncheon with these inner-city children, the two stories that follow may inspire you to put a 

date for next summer at the top of your calendar!  Memories such as this help to define the 

reasons this outreach ministry is so important and rewarding. 

 

 The children help pack the snack bags that are distributed to each of them to take 

home.  Two girls were helping me to staple the bags closed as they were filled.  One girl 

looked into one of the bags and said to me, “There’s a piece of paper in there.”  I told her 

that it was a copy of the City Camp prayer, and that every bag contained one.  The other 

girl then chimed in, saying the prayer out loud from memory, and told me that she said the 

prayer every night before she went to bed!  Since I had carefully chosen this prayer, I was 

so pleased that it seemed to bring her comfort and that she had learned it by heart. 

 

 The second story concerned a little boy who asked one of the male parishioners 

whether he lived at St. Thomas’.  The man replied that he did not live at the church, but 

that he did live nearby.  Upon hearing this, the youth stated that he wished he could live at 

St. Thomas’.  When asked why this was so, the boy replied, “Because I feel safe here.” 

 

 Never underestimate the value of your attentive presence with a child!  You are 

giving a gift so precious that may produce beautiful fruit. 

 

 Here is the City Camp Prayer:   

 

Hold my hand, God, lead the way, 

Help me to be good every day. 

Let me know what’s wrong or right, 

Keep me safe both day and night. 

Let me know what you have planned, 

Lead the way God, hold my hand.   AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 



          SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

Jeffrey Pouliot   10   Peter Trementozzi   15     Anita Coyne   25 

Mya Choquette   11    Joseph Spaziano   16    Patricia Morris   26 

Judith Texeira   14   Madison Catanzaro   22     Marie Piadade   26 

Jennifer Ray   15         Debra Alcusky   29 

 

SEPTEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 Tim and Jen Boucher    5 

 Jon and Sharon Thompson    5 

 Andrew and Debbie Alcusky   12 

 William and Arlene Garrison    13 

 Aaron and Erica Pease    16 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

The St. Thomas’ family was saddened to learn of the death of long-time 

parishioner Valerie Smith on August 14th.  Valerie had proudly worked for the 

former New England Telephone Company and later Verizon before retiring.  At St. 

Thomas’ she was a member of the Altar Guild, the choir, and the 

Book and Movie Group.  Valerie is survived by her son Andrew and 

her grandson Zachary.  Her memorial service was conducted at 

Bellows Funeral Chapel on August 20th by Reverend Liz.  Our 

heartfelt condolences are extended to Andy and Zachary.   

 

Our Christian sympathies are extended to the family of 

parishioner Ron Hodgins, who died on August 25.  Ron was born in 

Canada and had also lived in Pennsylvania.  He was experienced in 

film-making and educational training in many different settings.  

Here at St. Thomas’ he was an enthusiastic participant in the School for 

Discipleship programs.  Ron is survived by his wife Cheryl and his children Tommy 

and Jessica, as well as a sister and one cousin.  His funeral was conducted by 

Reverend Don at St. Thomas’ on August 31st.  May Ron know God’s eternal peace. 



 
September  2019 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

8:00   HE 

9:30   HE 
 
 

2  

 

 

3  

10:00 Tai 
Chi 
 
6-8:00pm 
Book & 
Movie Group 

 

4 

9:00 

Healing 

service 

 
9:30-2:00 

Crafting 

group 

5  
 

6  
 

7  

 
 

8 
8:00 HE 
 
Registration 
for Sunday 
School 

 
10:00   HE 
 

11:30 Vestry 
Meeting 

9  
 

 

 

 

10  
10:00am Tai 
Chi 
 

11 

9:00 

Healing 

service 

 
9:30-2:00 

Crafting 

group  

 
 

12  

 
 
 
     

     

 

13  
 

14  
10:30 
Bereavement 
Group 

 

4:00 

Caregivers 
Group 

15  

8:00   HE 
 
Sunday 
School 
Begins 
 
10:00   HE 
 

 
 

16  
 

 

 

 

 

 

6-8:00pm 
WINGS 

17  
10:00am Tai 
Chi 

18 

 9:00 

Healing 

service 

 

9:30-2:00pm 

Crafting 

group 
 

19  
 

20  
 

21 

22 
8:00 HE 
 
Sunday            
School 
 
10:00   HE 
 

23  
 

 

 

24  
10:00am Tai 
Chi 

25  

9:00 

Healing 

service 

9:30-2:00 

Crafting group  

7:00-8:15pm 
School for 
Discipleship 

26  
10:00-
11:15am 
School for 
Discipleship 
 

27  
 

28  

11:30 Church 
Beyond the 
Walls 

29 
8:00 HE 
 
Sunday   
School 
 
10:00   HE 
 

30 
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A Meditation 

 

  Prayer is sitting in the silence 

  until it silences us, 

  choosing gratitude 

  until we are grateful, 

  and praising God 

  until we ourselves 

  are an act of praise. 

                                                                              Richard Rohr 

 

 


